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BOOK V 

DOUBLE-MARRIAGE PROJECT, AND WHAT 
ELEMENT IT FELL INTO 

1723-1726 



CHAPTER I 

DOUBLE-MARRIAGE IS DECIDED ON 

We saw George i. at Berlin in October 1723, looking out 
upon his little Grandson drilling the Cadets there ; but we 
did not mention what important errand had brought his 
Majesty thither. 

Visits between Hanover and Berlin had been frequent for 
a long time back ; the young Queen of Prussia, sometimes 
with her husband, sometimes without, running often over to 
see her Father ; who, even after his accession to the English 
crown, was generally for some months every year to be met 
with in those favourite r^ons of his. He himself did not 
much visit, being of tadtum splenetic nature : but this once 
he had agreed to return a visit they had lately made him, — 
where a certain weighty Business had been agreed upon, 
withal; which his Britannic Majesty was to consummate 
formally, by treaty, when the meeting in Berlin took effect. 
His Britannic Majesty, accordingly, is come ; the business in 
hand is no other than that thrice-famous ^ Double-Marriage^ 
of Prussia with England; which once had such a sound in 
the ear of Rumour, and still bulks so big in the archives of 
the Eighteenth Century; which worked such woe to all 
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parties concerned in it ; and iBp in Cut, a fint-zate noiBanoe 
in the Histoiy of that poor Centmy, as written hitherto. 
Nuisance demanding uigently to be ahated ; — ^were that wdl 
possible at present. Which, alas, it is not, to any great 
degree ; there being an important yoong Friedridi inextricably 
wrapt up in it, to whom it was of sadi vital or almost fiital 
importance! Without a Friedrich, the a£Bgdr could be 
reduced to something like its real siae, and recorded in a few 
pages ; or might even, with advantage^ be forgotten altogether, 
and become zero. More gigantic instance of mudi ado about 
nothing has seldom occurred in human annals; — had not 
there been a Friedrich in the heart of it. 

Crown-Prince Friedrich is still very young for marriage- 
speculations on his score : but Mamma has thought good to 
take matters in time. And so we shall, in the nert ensuing 
parts of this poor History, have to hear almost as much about 
Marriage as in the foolishest Three-volume Novel, and almost 
to still less purpose. For indeed, in that particular, Friedrich'^s 
young life may be called a Romance fiung heels-aoer-head ; — 
Marriage being the one event there, round which all events 
turn, — ^but turn in the inverse or reverse way (as if the Devil 
were in them) ; not only towards no happy goal for him or 
Mamma, or us, but at last towards hardly any goal at all for 
anybody ! So mad did the affair grow ; — and is so madly 
recorded in those inextricable, dateless, chaotic Books. We 
have now come to regions of Narrative, which seem to consist 
of murky Nothingness put on boil ; not land, or water, or 
air, or fire, but a tumultuously whirling commixture of 
all the four ; — of immense extent too. Which must be got 
crossed, in some human manner. Courage, patience, good 
reader! 

QuiCen Sophie Doroihee has taken Time by ihe Forelock 

Already, for a dosen years, this matter has been treated of. 
Queen Sophie Dorothee, ever since the burth of her Wilhd- 
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1733.1796] 

mina, has had the notion of it ; and, on her first visit after- 
wards to Hanover, proposed it to ^ Princess Caroline,^ — Queen 
Caroline of England who was to be, and who in due course 
was ; — an excellent accomplished Brandenburg- Anspach Lady, 
familiar from of old in the Prussian Court : ^ You, Caroline, 
Cousin dear, have a little Prince, Eritz, or let us call him 
Fredf since he is to be English; little Fred, who will one 
day, if all go right, be King of England. He is two years 
older than my little Wilhelmina : why should not they wed, 
and the two chief Protestant Houses, and Nations, thereby 
be united?' Princess Ca«>line was veiy willing; «> wi 
Electress Sophie, the Great-Grandmother of both the parties ; 
so were the Greorges, Father and Grandfather of Fred : little 
Fred himself was highly charmed, when told of it ; even little 
Wilhelmina, with her dolls, looked pleasantly demure on the 
occasion. So it remained settled in fact, though not in form ; 
and little Fred (a florid milk-faced foolish kind of Boy, I 
guess) made presents to his little Prussian Cousin, wrote bits 
of love-letters to her ; and all along afterwards fancied him- 
self, and at length ardently enough became, her little lover 
and intended, — always rather a little fellow : — ^to which 
sentiments Wilhelmina signifies that she responded with the 
due maidenly indifierence, but not in an offensive manner. 

After our Prussian Fritz^s birth, the matter took a still 
closer form : ^ You dear Princess Caroline, you have now two 
little Princesses again, either of whom might suit my little 
Fritzchen; let us take Amelia, the second of them, who is 
nearest his age ? ** * Agreed ! ^ answered Princess Caroline 
again. * Agreed!^ answered all the parties interested: and 
so it was settled, that the Marriage of Prussia to England 
should be a Double one, Fred of Hanover and England to 
Wilhelmina, Fritz of Prussia to Amelia; and children and 
parents lived thenceforth in the constant understanding that 
such, in due course of years, was to be the case, though 
nothing yet was formally concluded by treaty upon it.^ 

^ PoUnitz, Memairen^ ii. 193. 
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their Alberoni combinations ; an English Parliament jangling 
and debating unmelodiously, whose veiy language is a mystery 
to lis, nothing but Walpole in dog-latin to help us through 
it: truly it is not a Heaven-on-Earth altogether, much as 
Mother Sophie and her foolish favourite, our disobedient 
Prince of Wales, might long for it ! And the Hanover Tail, 
the Robethons, Bemstorfs, Fabrices, even the Blackamoor 
Porters, — they are not beautiful either, to a tadtum Majesty 
of some sense, if he cared about their doings or them. 
Voracious, plunderous, all of them ; like hounds, long hungry, 
got into a rich house which has no master, or a mere ima- 
ginary one. ^ Mentiria impudentissimey said Walpole in his 
dog-latin once, in our Royal presence, to one of these o£Scial 
plunderous gentlemen, ^ You tell an impudent lie ! ^ — at which 
we only laughed.^ 

His Britannic Majesty by no means wanted sense, had not 
his situation been incurably absurd. In his young time he 
had served creditably enough against the Turks ; twice com- 
manded the ReicJiS'Aimj in the Marlborough Wars, and did 
at least testify his indignation at the inefficient state of it. 
His Foreign Politics, so-called, were not madder than those 
of others. Bremen and Verden he had bought a bargain ; 
and it was natural to protect them by such resources as he 
had, English or other. Then there was the World-Spectre 
of the Pretender, stretching huge over Creation, like the 
Brocken-Spectre in hazy weather ; — against whom how pro- 
tect yourself, except by cannonading for the Kaiser at Messina; 
by rushing into every brabble that rose, and huing the parties 
with money to fight it out well ? It was the established 
method in that matter; method not of Greorge^s inventing, 
nor did it cease with George. As to Domestic Politics, except 
it were to keep quiet, and eat what the gods had provided, 
one does not find that he had any. — ^The sage Leibnitz would 
very fain have followed him to England ; but, for reasons 
indifierentiy good, could never be allowed. If the truth must 

^ Honu:e Walpole, Riminisances of George I, and George II, (London, 1788). 
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They all had pensions : even Queen Sophie Dorothee, I have 
noticed in our State-Paper Office, has her small pension, ^800/. 
a year on the Irish Establishment ^ : Irish Establishment wiU 
never miss such a pittance for our poor Child, and it may be 
useful over yonder! — ^This Kielmannsegge Countess of Dar- 
lington was, and is, believed by the gossiping English to have 
been a second simultaneous Mistress of his Majesty^s; but 
seems, after all, to have been his half-Sister and nothing 
more. Half-Sister (due to Grentleman Ernst and a Countess 
Platen of bad Hanover fame); grown dreadfully fat; but 
not without shrewdness, perhaps affection ; and worth some- 
thing in this dull foreign country, mere cataract of animal 
oils as she has become. These Two are the amount of his 
Britannic Majesty^s resources in that matter ; resources surely 
not extensive, after all ! — 

His Britannic Majesty'^s day, in St. Jameses, is not of an 
interesting sort to him ; and every evening he comes precisely 
at a certain hour to drink beer, seasoned with a little tobacco, 
and the company of these two women. Drinks diligently in a 
sipping way, says Horace ; and smokes, with such dull speech 
as there may be, — not till he is drunk, but only perceptibly 
drunkish ; raised into a kind of cloudy narcotic Oljonpus, and 
opaquely superior to the ills of life ; in which state he walks 
uncomplainingly to bed. Gk>vemment, when it can by any 
art be avoided, he rarely meddles with; shows a rugged 
sagacity, where he does and must meddle : consigns it to 
Walpole in dog-latin, — ^laug^ at his ^ mtntiris^ This is the 
First Greorge ; first triumph of the Constitutional Principle, 
which has since gone to such sublime heights among us, — 
heights which we at last b^in to suspect might be depths, 
leading down, all men now ask : Whitherwards ? A much- 
admired invention in its time, that of letting-go the rudder, 
or setting a wooden figure expensively dressed to take charge 
of it, and discerning that the ship would sail of itself so much 
more easily i Which it will, if a peculiarly good sea-boat, in 
certain kinds of sea, — ^for a time. Till the Sinbad < Magnetic 
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M<nmtaiii8 ^ b^b to be Mt pallini^ or tiie cinte rf 
get you in their sweep ; and then whet en nmentiQn it wae I 
— ^This, we say, is the new 8oivera%n Men» whom the Knglhh 
People, being in some fopkadty about tiie Pope end ulh sr 
points, have called-in from Hanover, to walk befiore tiMm in 
the ways of heroism, and by oommand and by enmple gdlde 
Heavenwards their aflbirs and them. And tiiey hope that he 
will do it ? Or periiaps that their aAuis will go tUthor of 
their own accord? Always a singnlar People 



Poor George, cazdess of these ulterior issoes, has alwnya 
trouble enough with the mere daily details, Pszliamentaiy b- 
solences, Jacobite plottings, South-Sea Bobbles; and widbes 
to hunt, when he gets over to Hanover, rather Ihan to make 
Marriage-Treaties. Besides, as Wilhelmina tdls ns^ tiiey haipe 
filled him with lies, these Ebnover Women and their cnds- 
saries : * Your Princess Wilhelmina is a monster of ill-tempsr^ 
crooked in the back and what-not,^ say they. If there is to 
be a Marriage, double or single, these Lnproper Females most 
first be persuaded to consent.^ Difficulties enough. And 
there is none to help ; Friedrich Wilhelm cares little about 
the matter, though he has given his Yes. — ^Yes, since yon 
will. 

But Sophie Dorothee is diligent and urgent, by all oppor^ 
tunities ; — and, at length, in 17S8, the conjuncture is pro- 
pitious. Domestic Jacobitism, in the shape of Bishop Atter> 
bury, has got itself well banished; Alberoni and his b^ 
schemes, years ago they are blown into outer darkness; 
Charles xn. is well dead, and of our Bremen and Verden no 
question henceforth ; even the Eaiser^s Spectre-Hunt, or 
Spanish Duel, is at rest for the present, and the Congress of 
Cambrai is sitting, or trying all it can to sit : at home or 
abroad there is nothing, not even Wood^s Irish Hali^penoe, as 
yet making noise. And on the other hand. Czar Peter is 
rumoured (not without foundation) to be coming westward. 
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with some huge armament ; which, whether * intended for 
Sweden ^ or not, renders a Prussian alliance doubly valuable. 

And so now at last, in this favourable aspect of the stars, 
King George, over at Herrenhausen, was by much manage- 
ment of his Daughter Sophie^ and after many hitches, 
brought to the mark. And Friedrich Wilhelm came over 
too ; ostensibly to bring home his Queen, but in reality to 
hear his Father-in-law^s compliance to the Double-Marriage, 
— for which his Prussian Majesty is willing enough, if 
others are willing. Praised be Heaven, Sing Greorge has 
agreed to everything ; consents, one propitious day (Autumn 
1728, day not otherwise dated), — Czar Peter'*s Armament, 
and the questionable aspects in France, perhaps quickening 
his volitions a little. Upon which Friedrich Wilhelm and 
Queen Sophie have returned home, content in that matter ; 
and expect shortly his Britannic Majesty^s counter-visit, to 
perfect the details, and make a Treaty of it 

His Britannic Majesty, we say, has in substance agreed to 
everything. And now, in the silence of Nature, the brown 
leaves of October still hanging to the trees in a picturesque 
manner, and Wood^s Halfpence not yet b^un to jingle in the 
Drapier'^s Letters of Dean Swift, — ^his Britannic Majesty is 
expected at Berlin. At Berlin ; properly at Charlottenburg, 
a pleasant rural or suburban Palace (built by his Britannic 
Majesty'^s late noble Sister, Sophie Charlotte, ' the Republican 
Queen,^ and named after her, as was once mentioned), a mile 
or two South-west of that City. There they await King 
Greorge^s counter-visit. 

Poor Wilhelmina is in much trepidation about it ; and 
imparts her poor little feelings, her anticipations and experi- 
ences, in readable terms : 

'There came, in those weeks, one of the Duke of Gloucester's gentle- 
men to Berlin^' — Duke qfOhucester is Fred our intended^ not yet Prince 
of Wales, and if the reader should ever hear of a Duke of Edinburgh, that 
too is Fred, — ' Duke of Gloucester's gentlemen to Berlin/ says Wilhel- 
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mina: ^ the Queen h>d MHib (AfpartemmU) ; ha wm picwntsd to hwM 
well as to me. He made me a verj oUighig oompliment on hb MMtof^'a 
part ; I blushed^ and answered only by a curtsy. The Queen, who had 
her eye on me, was very angry I had answered the Duke's eompliments 
in mere silence ; and rated me sharply (me law la i^ ^ ka p § rtamee) ion 
it ; and ordered me, under pain of her indignation, to repair that ftolt 
tomorrow. I retired, all in tears, to my room ; ezasperaled against the 
Queen and against the Duke; I swore I would never marry him, would 
throw myself at the feet '—And so on, as young ladies of Tivaelous 
temper, in extreme drcumstanoes, are wont :--did speak, however, neoct 
day, to my Hanover gentleman about his Duke, a litUe, though to an 
embarrassed manner. Alas, I am yet but fourteen, gone the Sd of Jnly 
last : tremulous as aspen-leaves ; or say, as 8heet4ightning bottled to ono 
of the thinnest human skins ; and have no experience i( fboUsh Dukes 
and affairs ! — 

' Meanwhile,' conttoues Wilhelmina, ' the King of England's time of 
arrival was drawing nigh. We repaired, on the 0th of October, to 
Charlottonburg to receive him. The heart of me kept beating, and I 
was in cruel agitations. King George' (my Grandfiither and Grand 
Uncle) ' arrived on the 8th, about seven in the evening ; '^^usky shades 
already sinking over Nature everywhere, and all paths growing dim. 
Abundant flunkies, of course, rush out with torches or what is needfuL 
' The King of Prussia, the Queen and all their Suite received him in the 
Court of the Palace, the ^' Apartments " being on the ground-floor. So 
soon as he had saluted the King and Queen, I was presented to him. 
He embraced me; and turning to the Queen said to her, ''Your 
daughter is very big of her age ! " He gave the Queen his hand, and led 
her into her apartment, whither everybody followed them. As soon as I 
came in, he took a light from the teble, and surveyed me from head to 
foot. I stood motionless as a statue, and was much put out of counten* 
ance. All this went on without his uttering the least word. Having thus 
passed me in review, he addressed himself to my Brother, whom he 
caressed much, and amused himself with, for a good while.' Pretty 
little Grandson this, your Majesty ; — any future of history in this one, 
think you.^ 'I,' sajrs Wilhelmina, 'took the opportunity of slipping 
out ; ' — ^hopeful to get away ; but could not, the Queen having noticed. 

' The Queen made me a sign to follow her ; and passed into a neigh- 
bouring apartment, where she had the English and Germans of King 
George's Suite successively presented to her. After some talk with 
these gentlemen, she withdrew ; leaving me to entertain them, and say- 
ing : " Speak English to my Daughter ; you will find she speaks it very 
welL" I felt much less embarrassed, once the Queen was gone ; and pick- 
ing up a little courage, I entered into conversation with these English. 
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Ab I spoke their language like my mother-tongue^ I got pretty well out of 

the Bihar, and everybody seemed charmed with me. They made my 

eulogy to the Queen ; told her I had quite the English air^ and was 

made to be their Sovereign one day. It was saying a great deal on their 

part : for these English think themselves so much above all other pepple^ 

that they imagine they are paying a high compliment when they tell any 

one he has got English manners. 

'Their King' (my Grandpapa) 'had got Spanish manners^ I should 
say : he was of an extreme gnyiij, and hardly spoke a word to anybody. 
He saluted Madam Sonsfeld' (my invaluable thrice-dear Governess) 
' very coldly ; and asked her^ " If I was alwajrs so serious, and if my 
humour was of the melancholy turn?" '^Anything but that. Sire," 
answered the other : '' but the respect she has for your Majesty prevents 
her from being as sprightly as she commonly b." He wagged his 
head, and answered nothing. The reception he had given me, and 
this question, of which I heard, gave me such a chill, that I never 
had the courage to speak to him,' — was merely looked at with a candle 
by Grandpapa. 

'We were summoned to supper at last, where this grave Sovereign 
still remained dumb. Perhaps he was right, perhaps he was wrong ; but 
I think he followed the proverb, which sajrs. Better hold your tongue 
than speak badly. At the end of the repast he felt indisposed. The 
Queen would have persuaded him to quit table ; they bandied compli- 
ments a good while on the point ; but at last she threw down her napkin, 
and rose. The King of England naturally rose too; but began to 
stagger ; the King of Prussia ran up to help him, all the company ran 
bustling about him ; but it was to no purpose : he sank on his knees ; 
his peruke falling on one side, and his hat ' (or at least his head. Madam !) 
' on the other. They stretched him softly on the floor ; where he 
remained a good hour without consciousness. The pains they took with 
him brought back his senses, by degrees, at last The Queen and the 
King (of Prussia) were in despair all this while. Many have thought 
this attack was a herald of the stroke of apoplexy which came by and 
by,' — ^within four years from this date, and carried off his Majesty in a 
very gloomy manner. 

'They passionately entreated him to retire now,' continues Wilhel- 
mina ; ' but he would not by any means. He led out the Queen, and 
did the other ceremonies, according to rule ; had a very bad night, as we 
learned underhand ; ' but persisted stoically nevertheless, being a crowned 
Majesty, and bound to it. He stoically underwent four or three other 
days, of festival, sight-seeing, ' pleasure ' so-called ;— «mong other sights, 
saw little Fritz drilling his Cadets at Berlin ;— and on the fourth day 
(12th October 1723, so thinks Wilhelmina) fiurly ' signed the Treaty of 
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the Double-Marriage,' Engliah TownsheDd end tihe PkroHiea IDiifaliy 

liaving tettled all thingi.^ 

' Signed the treaty; thinks ^V^lhdmina, < all things being 
settled.' Which is an error cm the part of Wilhehnina. 
Settled many or all things were by Townshend and die 
others : but before signing, there was Parliament to be 
apprised, there were formalities, expenditure of time; be- 
tween the cup and the lip, such things to intervene ; — and 
the sad fact is, the Double-Bfaniage Treaty never was ngned 
at all ! — However, all things being now settled ready finr 
signing, his Britannic Majesty, nert morning, set off finr die 
Gohrde again, to try if there were any hunting posnbla 

This authentic glimpse, one of the few that are attainable, 
of their first Constitutional King, let English readers make 
the most of. The act done proved dreadfully momentous to 
our little Friend, his Grandson ; and will mudi concern us ! 

Thus, at any rate, was the Treaty of the Double-Marriage 
settled, to the point of signing, — thought to be as good as 
signed. It was at the time when Czar Peter was making 
armaments to bum Sweden ; when Wood'^s Halfpence (on be- 
half of her Improper Grace of Kendal, the lean Quasi- Wife, 
' Maypole ^ or Hop-pole, who had run short of money, as she 
often did) were about beginning to jingle in Ireland ; ' when 
Law's Bubble * System ^ had fallen, well flaccid, into Chaos 
again ; when Dubois the unutterable Cardinal had at length 
died, and d'Orldans the unutterable Regent was unexpectedly 
about to do so, — ^in a most surprising Sodom-and-Gk>morrah 
manner.^ Not to mention other dull and vile phenomena of 
putrid fermentation, which were transpiring, or sluttishly 

^ Wilhelmina, AfJmcires de Bareith, i. S3, S7.— In Coxe {Mimain of Sir 
Robert WaipoUy London, 1798), ii. 266, 272, 273, are some fiunt hints, firom 
Townshend, of this Berlin jonmey. 

' Coxe (L 216, 217, and supply the dates) ; Walpole to Townshend, 13th 
October 1723 {ib. ii. 275) : • Tho DrapUr^s Letters* are of 1724. 

* 2d December 1723: Barbier,/Minfa/ Historiqtu du Rigne de Lmis XV. 
(Paris, 1847), i. 192, 196: Lacretelle, Histoire de France. \V^ sQcU\ etc. 
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bubbling up, in poor benighted rotten Europe here or there ; 
— since these are su£Scient to date the Transaction for us ; 
and what does not stick to our Fritz and his affairs it is more 
pleasant to us to foiget than to remember, of such an epoch. 
Hereby, for the present, is a great load rolled from Queen 
Sophie Dorothee^s heart One, and that the highest, of her 
abstruse negotiations, cherished, laboured in, these fourteen 
years, she has brought to a victorious issue, — ^has she not ? 
Her poor Mother, once so radiant, now so dim and angry, 
shut in the Castle of Ahlden, does not approve this Double- 
Marriage ; not she for her part ; — as indeed evil to all 
Hanoverian interests is now chiefly her good, poor Lady ; and 
she is growing more and more of a Megaera every day. With 
whom Sophie Dorothee has her 0¥m difiiculties and abstruse 
practices ; but struggles always to maintain, under sevenfold 
secrecy, some thread of correspondence and pious filial minis- 
tration wherever possible ; that the poor exasperated Mother, 
wretchedest and angriest of women, be not quite cut off 
from the kinship of the living, but that some soft breath 
of pity may cool her burning heart now and then.^ A dark 
tragedy of Sophie^s, this; the Bluebeard Chamber of her 
mind, into which no eye but her own must ever look. 

Princess Amelia comes into the World 

In reference to Queen Sophie, and chronologically if not 
otherwise connected with this Double-Marriage Treaty, I will 
mention one other thing. Her Majesty had been in fluctua- 
ting health, all summer ; unaccountable symptoms tuming-up 
in her Majesty^s constitution, languors, qualms, especially a 
tendency to swelling or increase of size, which had puzzled 
and alarmed her Doctors and her. Friedrich Wilhelm, on 
conclusion of the Marriage-Treaty, had been appointed to 
join his Father-in-law, Britannic Greorge, at the Gohrde, in 

^ In Memoirs of Sophia Dorothea (London, 1845), ii. 385, 393, are certain 
fractions of this Correspondence, 'edited ' in an amazing manner. 
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Mine three-weeks time, and have a bout of hunting: On the 
Hth of November, bedtime being come, he kised his Wilhel- 
mina and the rest, by way of good-bye ; intending to start 
very early on the morrow : — ^long journey (160 miles or so)^ 
to be done all in one day. In the dead of the nig^t, Qneea 
Sophie was seized with dreadful colics, — ^pangs of colic or who 
knows w)iat ; — Friedrich Wilhelm is summoned ; rises in the 
highest alarm ; none but the maids and he at hand to help ; 
and the colic, or whatever it may be, gets moie and moce 
dreadful. 

Colic ? O poor Sophie, it is travail, and no colic ; and a 
clever young Princess is suddenly the result ! None bat 
Friedrich Wilhelm and the maid for midwives ; mother and 
infant, nevertheless, doing perfectly well. Friedrich 'Wilhelm 
did not go on the morrow, but next day; laughed, ever 
and anon in loud hahas, at the part he had been playing ; 
and was very glad and merry. How the experienced Sophie, 
whose twelfth child this is, came to commit such an oversight 
is unaccountable ; but the fact is certain, and made a merry 
noise in Court circles.^ 

The clever little Princess, now bom in this manner, is 
known by name to idle readers. She was christened Amelia ; 
and we shall hear of her in time coming. But there was, as 
the Circulating Libraries still intimate, a certain loud-spoken 
braggart of the histrionic-heroic sort, called Baron Trenck, 
windy, rash, and not without mendacity, who has endeavoiured 
to associate her with his own transcendent and not undeserved 
ill-luck ; hinting the poor Princess into a sad fame in that 
^ay. For which, it would now appear, there was no basis 
whatever ! Most condemnable Trenck ; — ^whom, however, 
^^bespierre guillotined finally, and so settled that account 
*»^d others. 

Of Sophie Dorothee^s twelve children, including this Amelia, 
*'*^^i^ are now eight living, two boys, six girls; and after 

1 Pollniti, u. 199 ; Wilhelmina, L 87, 88. 
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Amelia, two others, boys, are successively to come : ten in all, 
who grew to be men and women. Of whom perhaps I had 
better subjoin a List ; now that the eldest Boy and Girl are 
about to get settled in life ; and therewith dose this Chapter. 

Friedrich WUhelnCa Ten Children 

Marriage to Sophie Dorothea^ 2dth November 1706. 

A little Prince, bom 2dd November 1707, died in six months. Then 
came, 

1*. Frbderhca Sopms Wjlweuosa, ultimately Margravine of 
Baireuth, after strange adventures in the marriage-treaty way. Wrote 
her Mhnoiret there, about 1744. Of whom we shall hear much. Left a 
Daughter, her one child ; Daughter badly married, to ^ Karl reigning 
Duke of Wurtemberg' (Poet Schiller's flEunous Serene Highness there), 
from whom she had to separate, etc, with anger enough, by and by. 

After Wilhelmina in the Family series came a second Prince, who died 
in the eleventh month. Then, 24th January 1712, 

2^. Friedrioh. 

After whom (1713) a little Princess, who died in few months. And 
then, 

3*. Frederuca Louisa, bom 28th September 1714; age now about 
nine. Marg^^vine of Anspach, 30th May 1729; Widow 1757. Her one 
Son, bom 1736, was the Lady-Oraven*s Anspach. Frederika Louisa died 
4th February 1784. 

4". PnnjppiNA Charlotte, bom 13th March 1716 ; became Duchess 
of Brunswick (her Husband was Eldest Brother of the ' Prince Ferdinand ' 
so £unous in England in the Seven-Years War) ; her Son was the Duke 
who invaded France in 1792, and was tragically hurled to ruin in the 
Battle of Jena, 1806. The Mother lived till 1801 ; Widow since 1780. 

After whom, in I7l7, again a little Prince, who died within two years 
(our Fritz then seven, — ^probably the first time Death ever came before 
him, practically into his little thoughts in this world) : then, 

6\ SoPHiB DoROTHEB Maria, bom 25th January 1719 ; Margravine of 
Schwedt, 1734 (eldest Margraf of Schwedt, mentioned above as a comrade 
of the Crown-Prince). Her life not very happy ; she died 1765. Left no 
son (Brother-in-law succeeded, last of the Schwedt Margraves): her 
Daughter, wedded to Prince Friedrich Eugen, a Prussian Officer, Cadet 
of WOrtembeig and ultimately Heir there, is Ancestress of the Wurtem- 
berg Sovereignties that now are, and also (by one of her daughters 
married to Paul of Russia) of all ihe Czar kindred of our time.^ 

^ Preuss, iv. 278 ; Erman, VU de Sophie CharlotU^ p. 273. 
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0*. Louuu Ulbiqui, bom 24th July 1720; marriod Adolf FskSnS, 
Heir-Apparent^ subeequentljr King of Swodeo, 17t]i Juljr 1744 ; Qneea 
(he havinfr acceded) Otli April 1751 ; Widow 1771 ; diod, at Stoakholm, 
Kith July 1782. Mother of the aubaequent Kinga; her Gnndaon tiia 

7*. AiiouiT WiLRiui, bom 9th Augoat 1722; Heir-A]q^annt after 
FriMlrich (lo declared by Friedrioh, dOth June 1744); Fkther of the 
KliigM who have lince followed. He himaeif died, in aad eirenmatanoea, 
an we nhall loe, 12th Jane 1768. 

11". Anna Amrija, bom 9th November 1723,— 4m the terma we hare 

ir. rinHnnioii Hunbioh Ludwio, bom 18th January 1726; — the 
fitiiiml IViiire Henri, of whom we ahall hear. 

10*. AiiuirHT Fkrdinand, bom 2dd May 1780: a brilliant enoogh little 
Mililler under hii Brother, ftill of apirit and talent, but liable to weak 
liMiltli ;— was Father of the ' Prince Looia Ferdinand/ a tragic Failure of 
Hoiiinthing coniiiderable, who went off in Liberaliam, wit, in high aanti- 
iitent, flijienditure and debaaohery, greatly to the admiration of aome 
IHirmiim ; and at length rashed desperate upon the French, and found hia 
quioiuN (10th October 1806), four days before the Battle of Jena. 



CHAPTER II 

A KAISER HUNTING SHADOWS 

I^UKATY of Double-Marriage is ready for signing, once the 
nwMiruI PArliamentary preludings are gone through ; Treaty is 
aignecl, thinks Wilhelmina, — ^forgetting the distance between 
cup and lip ! — As to signing, or even to burning, and giving- 
up the thought of signing, alas, how far are we yet from that ! 
Imperial spectre-huntings, and the politics of most European 
Cabincta will connect themselves with that; and send it 
wandering wide enough, — ^lost in such a jungle of intrigues, 
{lettifoggings, treacheries, diplomacies domestic and foreign, as 
the courae of true-love never got entangled in before. 

The whole of which extensive Cabinet operations, covering 
aquare miles of paper at this moment, — Shaving nevertheless, 

> GErtel, p. 83 ; Httbner, tt 91, 227. 
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after ten yean of effort, ended in absolute zero, — ^were of no 
worth even to the managers of them ; and are of less than 
none to any mortal now or henceforth. So that the method 
of treating them becomes a problem to Histoiy. To pitch 
them utterly out of window, and out of memory, UQver to be 
mentioned in human speech again: this is the manifest 
prompting of Nature ; — and this, were not our poor Cro¥m- 
Prince and one or two others involved in them, would be our 
ready and thrice-joyful course. Surely the so-called < Politics 
of Europe^ in that day are a thing this Editor would other- 
wise, with his whole soul, forget to all eternity! 'Putrid 
fermentation,^ ending, after the endurance of much malodour, 
in mere zero to you and to every one, even to the rotting- 
bodies themselves: — is there any wise Editor that would 
connect himself with that ? Thne are the fields of History 
which are to be, so soon as humanly possible, tuppressed; 
which only Mephistopheles, or the Bad Genius of Mankind, 
can contemplate with pleasure. 

Let us strive to toudi lightly the chief summits, here and 
there, of that intricate, most empty, mournful Business, 
— ^which was really once a Fact in practical Europe, not the 
mere nightmare of an Attomey^s Dream ; — and indicate, so 
far as indispensable, how the young Friedrich, Friedrich's 
Sister, Father, Mother, were tribulated, almost heartbroken 
and done to death, by means of it. 

Imperial MqjeHy en the Treaty of Utrecht 

Kaiser Earl vi., head of the Holy Romish Empire at this 
time, was a handsome man to look upon ; whose life, fiill of 
expense, vidssitude, futile labour and adventure, did not prove 
of mudi use to the world. Describable as a laborious futility 
rather. He was second son of that little Leopold, the solemn 
little Herr in red stockings, who had such troubles, fiights, 
and runnings to and fro with the sieging Turks, liberative 
Sobieskis, acquisitive Louis Fourteenths ; and who at length 

VOL. u. B 




"SO MARRIAGE PROJECT STARTED [BOOK v. 

Ml Indigent hri^t Cudine» a joimg ladj of fine aquOme 
fMturK and spirit, was appliad for to be Qnem of Spain ; 
^"^^^w * handsome man, who might even be Kaieer by and 
bv. Indigent bright Guoline at onoe answerad. No. She 
was ne\-er \-enr orthodos in FkoteBtant tiieologj; bat coold 
not think of taking up F^ustrj for looe^e and ambition'^ 
sake : he that alwa^ lemc mb cred on Caiolme's bdudfl 

The S(ianish Majesty nest applied at Anmswick Wolfen- 

biittel ; no lack of Prinoeases there : Frinoeas EUaOMth, for 

iitstano^ ; IVotestant she too, bat periuqps not so sqoeamiah ? 

OKI Anton I* Inch, whom some resdcfs know for the idle Books, 

Kwg wimietl No\-els chiefly, which he wrote, was the Grand- 

r^thor of this favoured Princess ; a good-natnred old gentleman, 

«if the idle ornamental species, in whose heed most things, it 

is likclw were ivduced to vocables, scribble and sentimentality ; 

and only a steady internal gravitation towards praise and 

(uuiding was traceable as very real in him. Anton Ulrich, 

AttV\tntt\i more or let» by the immense advancement of Gentle- 

iwan V'rnst and the Hanoverian or Youngtr Brunswick line, 

was e\tren\ely gWl of the Imperial offer; and persuaded his 

Umld l)raiuldaughter« ambitious too, but rather conscience- 

utilokrut 'Hint the change from Protestant to Catholic, the 

iMUN^ntUlii lieing so i^erfectly identical in both, was a mere trifle ; 

llmt \w \\\\\\mi\U old as he was, would readily change along 

with \w\\ m easy was it. Whereupon the young Lady made 

Ww big Innp ; alvjureti her religion ; * — ^went to Spain as Queen 

(with imd lt\)ury to her complexion, but otherwise successfully 

iiioits \w Iihim); -and sits now as Empress beside her Karl vl 

In H gmnd ««uou)(h» prol>ably rather dull, but not singularly 

Miilmppv mauui^r. 

Hlws a Ihtu^swick IVincess, with Nephews and Nieces who 
may «HiiuH>n\ us, is Kaiserinn to Kaiser Karl : for aught I know 
«*f Imri a klmlly simple Wife, and unexceptionable Sovereign 
'^•\l«^tVi tif tlw Mwt wai\ted : — ^whom let us remember, if we 
Miaal lini. Mi^i^iu ou» day. I add only of this poor Lady, dis- 

• hUMsii I. 107. • i«t May 1707, at Bamberg. 
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tinguiahed to me by a Daughter she had, that her mind still 
had some misgivings about the big leap she had made in the 
Protestant-Papist way. Finding Anton Ulrich still continue 
Protestant, she wrote to him out of Spain : — < Why, O 
honoured Grandpapa, have you not done as you promised ? 
Ah, there must be a taint of mortal sin in it after all ! '* 
Upon which the absurdly situated old Grentleman did change 
his religion; and is marked as a Convert in all manner of 
Genealogies and Histories ; — ^truly an old literaiy gentleman 
ducal and serene, restored to the bosom of the Church in a 
somewhat peculiarly ridiculous manner.^ — ^But to return. 

« 

Imperial Majesty and the Termagant qf Spain 

Ever after the Peace of Utrecht, when England and Hol- 
land declined to bleed for him farther, especially ever since his 
own Peace of Rastadt made with Louis the year after. Kaiser 
Earl had utterly lost hold of the Crown of Spain ; and had 
not the least chance to clutch that bright substance again. 
But he held by the shadow of it, with a deadly Hapsburg 
tenacity ; refused for twenty years, under all pressures, to part 
with tbe shadow : < The Spuiish Hapsbiu'g Branch is dead ; 
whereupon do not I, of the Austrian Branch, sole representative 
id Kaiser Karl the Fifth, claim, by the law of Heaven, what- 
ever he possessed in Spain, by law of ditto? Battles of 
Blenheim, of Malplaquet, Court-intrigues of Mrs. Masham and 
the Duchess : these may bring Treaties of Utrecht, and what 
you are pleased to call laws of Earth ; — ^but a Hapsburg 
Kaiser knows higher laws, if you would do a thousand Utrechts ; 
and by these, Spain is his ! ^ 

Poor Kaiser Karl : he had a high thought in him really, 
though a most misguided one. Titular King of Men ; but 
much bewildered into mere indolent fatuity, inane solemnity, 
high-sniffing pride grounded on nothing at all ; a Kaiser mudi 
sunk in the sediments of his muddy Epoch. Smre enough, he 

^ Michaelis, i. 131. 
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was a proud lofty solemn Kaiseri infinitely the gentknian in 
air and humour ; Spanish gravities, ceremonials, retioeiioes ; — 
and could, in a better scene, have distingaiahed bimed^ by 
better than mere statuesque inmiovability of posture, dignified 
endurance of ennui, and Hiqwburg tenacity in boldiiig the 
grip. It was not till 1785, after tussellings and wrcncbings 
beyond calculation, that he would consent to quit the Shadow 
of the Crown of Spain ; and let Europe be at peace cm that 
score. 

The essence of what is called the European Histoiy of this 
Period, such Histoiy as a Period sunk dead in spirit, and alive 
only in stomach, can have, turns all on Kaiser Karl, and these 
his clutchings at shadows. Which makes a veiy sad, sor- 
prising History indeed ; more worthy to be called Phenomena 
of Putrid Fermentation, than Struggles of Human Heroism to 
vindicate itself in this Planet, which latter alone are worthy 
of recording as * History ^ by mankind. 

On the throne of Spain, beside Philip v. the melancholic 
new Bomrbon, Louis xiv.'^s Grandson, sat Elizabeth Famese, 
a termagant tenacious woman, whose ambitious cupidities were 
not inferior in obstinacy to Kaiser KarPs, and proved not quite 
so shadowy as his. Elizabeth also wanted several things : 
renunciation of yoiu: (Kaiser KarPs) shadowy claims ; nay of 
sundry real usurpations you and your Treaties have made on 
the actual possessions of Spain, — ^Kingdom of Sicily, for 
instance; Netherlands, for instance; Gibraltar, for instance. 
But there is one thing which, we observe, is indispensable 
throughout to Elizabeth Famese: the future settlement of 
her dear Boy Carlos. Carlos, whom as Spanish Philip^s second 
Wife she had given to Spain and the world, as Second or 
supplementary In/ant there, — a troublesome gift to Spain and 

others. 

* This dear Boy, surely he must have his Italian Apanages, 
which you have provided for him : Duchies of Parma and 
Piacenza, which will fall heirless soon. Security for these 
Italian Apanages, such as will satisfy a Mother: Let us 
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introduce Spanish garrisons into Parma and Piaoenza at once ! 
How else can we be certain of getting those indispensable 
Apanages, when they fall vacant ? '* On this point Elizabeth 
Famese was positive, maternally vehement; would take no 
subterfuge, denial or delay : ^ Let me perceive that I shall 
have these Duchies : that, first of all ; or else not that only, 
but numerous other things will be demanded of you ! '* 

Upon which point the Kaiser too, who loved his Duchies, 
and hoped yet to keep them by some turn of the game, never 
could decide to comply. Whereupon Elizabeth grew more 
and more termagant ; listened to wild counsels ; took up an 
Alberoni, a Bipperda, any wandering diplomatic bull-dog that 
ofiered ; and let them loose upon the Kaiser and her other gain- 
sayers. To the terror of mankind, lest universal war should 
supervene. She held the Kaiser well at bay, mankind well 
in panic ; and continually there came on all Europe, for about 
twenty years, a terror that war was just about to break out, 
and the whole world to take fire. The History so-called of 
Europe went canting fix>m side to side ; heeling at a huge 
rate, according to the passes and lunges these two giant figures, 
Imperial Majesty and the Termagant of Spain, made at one 
another, — ^for a twenty years or more, till once the duel was 
decided between them. 

There came next to no war, after €dl ; sputterings of war 
twice over, — 1718, Byng at Messina, as we saw; and then, 
in 17S7, a second sputter, as we are to see : — but the neigh- 
bours always ran with buckets, and got it quenched. No 
war to sp^k of; but such negotiating, diplomatising, uni- 
versal hope, universal fear, and infinite ado about nothing, as 
were seldom heard of before. For except Friedrich Wilhelm 
drilling his 50,000 soldiers (80,000 gradually, and gradually 
even twice that number), I see no Crowned Head in Europe 
that is not, with immeasurable apparatus, simply doing zero. 
Alas, in an age of universal infidelity to Heaven, where the 
Heavenly Sun has sunky there occur strange Spectre-huntings. 
Which is a fact worth laying to heart. — Duel of Twenty 
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Yean with ElizabeUiBMiieie^ahoattfaeawptiiaHtiMrf 
and Piaoenza, and the Sbsdow of the ktt Otawn of l^poiB; 
this was the fint gnod Spectnlity of Kaiav Em^ fnriatfwmi 
but this was not the whc^ of tfaenu 

Imperial Mqfuljf^9 Pragwiaiic Stmetion 

Kaiser Karl meanwhile was nHnae short of heirB ; whidi 
farmed another of his veal troubksy and ioTol^Bd Urn hi modi 
shadow-hunting. His Wifei the Serene Anmswidc Emfw es s 
whom we spoke of abovi^ did at length bring him dhUdm, 
brought him a boy even; bat the boj died within the year; 
and, on the whole, there remained nothing but two Dani^blns; 
Maria Theresa the elder of them, bom 1717^ — ^the prettiesfc 
little maiden in the worid ; — no son to inherit Kaiasr Kari. 
Under which drcumstanoes Kaiser Karl produced now, in the 
Year 17S4, a Document which he had executed privately as 
long ago as 1718, only his Privy Giuncillors and otiier Official 
witnesses knowing of it then ; ^ and solemnly pubUshes it to 
the world, as a thing all men are to take notice of. All men 
had notice enough of this Imperial bit of Sheepskin, before 
they got done with it, five-and-twenty years hence.* A very 
famous Pragmatic Sanction; now published for the world'^a 
comfort ! 

By which Document, Kaiser Karl had formally settled, and 
fixed according to the power he has, in the' shape of what 
they call a Pragmatic Sanction, or unalterable Ordinance in 
his Imperial House. < That, failing Heiis-male, his Daughters, 
his Eldest Daughter, should succeed him ; fiedling Daughters, 
his Nieces ; and in short, that Heirs-female ranking from their 
kinship to Kaiser Karl, and not to any prior Kaiser, should 
be as good as Heirs-male of KarPs body would have been.* 
A Pragmatic Sanction is the high name he gives this docu- 
ment, or the Act it represents ; * Pragmatic Sanction * being, 

1 X9th April 1713 (Stensel, iii. 522). 
* Peace of Aiz-U-ChftpeUey 1748. 
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in the Imperial Chancery and some others, the received title 
for Ordinances of a very irrevocable nature, which a sovereign 
makes, in affairs that belong wholly to himself, or what he 
reckons his own rights.^ 

This Pragmatic Sanction of Kaiser KarPs, executed 19th 
April 1718, was promulgated, * gradually,** now here now 
there, fix>m 17S0 to 17S4,' — ^in which later year it became 
universally public; and was transmitted to €dl Courts and 
Sovereignties, as an unalterable law of Things Imperial. 
Thereby the good man hopes his beautiful little Theresa, now 
seven years old, may succeed him, €dl as a son would have 
done, in the Austrian States and Dignities ; and incalculable 
damages, wars, and chances of war, be prevented, for his 
House and for €dl the world. 

The world, incredulous of tomorrow, in its lazy way, was 
not sufficiently attentive to this new law of things. Some 
who were personally interested, as the Saxon Sovereignty, and 
the Bavarian, denied that it was just : reminded Kaiser Karl 
that he was not the Noah or Adam of Kaisers ; and that the 
case of Heirs-Female was not quite a new idea on sheepskin. 
No ; there are older Pragmatic Sanctions and settlements, by 
prior Kaisers of blessed memoiy ; under which, if Daughters 
are to come in, we, descended firom Imperial Daughters of 
older standing, shall have a word to say ! — ^To this Kaiser 
Karl answers steadily, with endless argument. That every 
Kaiser is a Patriarch, and first Man, in such matters ; and 
that so it has been pragmatically sanctioned by him, and that 
so it shall and must irrevocably be. To the other Powers, 
and indolent impartial Sovereigns of the world, he was lavish 
in embassies, in ardent representations ; and spared no pains 
in convincing them that tomorrow would surely come, and 

^ A rare kind of Deed, it would seem ; and all the more solemn. In 1438, 
Charles vi. of France, conceding the Gallican Church its Liberties, does it by 
^SamcHm IVagmatipti* ; Carlos III. of Spain (in 1759, < settling the Kingdom 
of the Two Sicilies on his third son ') does the like,— which is the last instance 
of ' IVagmaiu SatutUn * in this world. 

' Stensd, pp. $22, 533. 
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For he wears it in both waistcoat-pockets ; — has (as his 
Portraits still tell us) given up breathing by the noee. The 
bright little soul, with a flash in him as of Heaven^s own 
lightning ; but now growing very old and snu%. 

Shadow of Pragmatic Sancti<Hi, shadow of the Spanish 
Crown, — ^it was such shadow-huntings of the Ktuaer in Vienna, 
it was this of the Pragmatic Sanction most of all, that 
thwarted our Prussian Double- Marriage, which lay so far 
away from it. This it was that pretty nearly broke the 
hearts of Friedrich, Wilhelmina, and their Mother and Father. 
For there never was such negotiating ; not for admittance to 
the Kingdom of Heaven, in the pious times. And the open 
gmngs-fortbs of it, still more the secret minings and mole- 
courses of it, were into all places. Above ground and below, 
no Sovereign mortal could say he was safe from it, let him 
agree or not. Friedrich Wilhelm had cheerfully, and with 
all his heart, agreed to the Pragmatic Sanction ; this above 
ground, in sight of the sun ; and rashly fancied he had thai 
done with it. Till, to his horror, he found the Imperial 
moles, by way of keeping assurance doubly sure, had been 
under the foundations of his very house for long years past, 
and had ail-but brought it down about him in the most 
hideous manner I — 



Tliird Shadow : Imperial Majesty t Ostend Companjf 

jiother object which Kaiser Karl pursued with some dUi- 
t in these times, and which likewise proved a Judow, 
e AS it gave mankind, was his <OMaid£ftst- 
Kiii^er had seen imporembed Spun, 
III : he had takeo-np a ocdrtable 
I vantages. Eemdtobim- 
)(is trade to Ote £«t, as 
and grow opobot Me thrai ? 
*ej)d East'JiA Company* 
Sbee^kiia, (/date 17th 
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December 17SS,^ gave it what freedom he oonld to tnde to 
the East < Impoasihk I* answered the Datch, with dirtzao- 
tion in their aspect; < ImpossiUe^ we say; oonfanuty to lYeatj 
of Westphalia, to Utzecht, to Earner Treaty; and destmethe 
to the best interests of mankind, e^iedally to ns and oor 
trade-profits ! We shall have to ctpbne your ships, if jaa 
ever send any.^ 

To which the Kaiser oovmterpleaded, earnestly, diligently, 
for the space of seven years^ — to no effect * We will c^ibne 
your ships if you ever send any,^ answered the Dutdi and 
English. What ships ever could have been s^t from Ostend 
to the East, or what ill they oould have done there, remains a 
mystery, owing to the monopolising Maritime Powesre. 

The Kaiser^s laudable zeal for commerce had to expend 
itself in his Adriatic Territories, — giving privileges to the 
Ports of Trieste and Kume;* making roads through the 
Dalmatian Hill-Countries, which are useful to this day ; — but 
could not operate on the Netherlands in the way proposed. 
The Kaiser^s Imperial Ostend East-India Company, which 
convulsed the Diplomatic mind for seven years to come, 
and made Europe lurch from side to side in a terrific 
manner, proved a mere paper Company ; never sent any ships, 
only produced Diplomacies, and <had the honour to be.^ 
This was the third grand Shadow which the Kaiser chased, 
shaking all the world, poor crank world, as he strode after it ; 
and this also ended in zero, and several tons of diplomatic 
correspondence, carried once by breathless estaffettes, and now 
silent, gravitating towards Acheron all of them, and interesting 
to the spiders only. 

Poor good Kaiser: they say he was a humane stately 
gentleman, stately though shortish ; fond of pardoning crimi- 
nals where he could ; very polite to Muratori and the Anti- 
quaries, even to English Rymer, in opening his Archives 

i Bnchholfy L 8S ; Pfeffel, AMjgi Ckr^mkgipii di VHistwn d'AUmaitu 
(Paris, 1776), il saa. 
* Honnayr, (EsUmUkisik*r Phtianh^ x, iox« 



CHAP. III.] THE SEVEN EUROPEAN CRISES 89 

to th^n, — and made roads in the Dalmatian Hill-Country, 
which remain to this day. I do not wonder he grew more 
and more saturnine, and addicted to solid taciturn field- 
sports. His Political * Ferforoe-Hunt (Par/brce Jagd)^ with 
so many two-footed terriers, and legationary beagles, distress- 
ing all the world by their baying and their burrowing, had 
proved to be of Shadows ; and melted into thin air, to a 
very singular degree ! 



CHAPTER III 

THE SEVEN CRISES OR EUROPEAN TRAVAIL-THROES 

In process of this so terrific Duel with Elizabeth Famese, 
and general combat of the Shadows, which then made Europe 
quake, at every new lunge and pass of it, and which now 
makes Europe yawn to hear the least mention of it, there 
came two sputterings of actual War. B3Hg^s sea-victory at 
Messina, 1718 ; Spuiish <Si^e of Gibraltar,' 17S7, are the 
main phenomena of these two Wars, — ^England, as its wont 
is, taking a shot at both, though it has now forgotten both. 
And, on the whole, there came, so far as I can count, Seven 
grand diplomatic Spasms or Crises, — desperate general Euro- 
pean Treatyings hither and then thither, solemn Congresses 
two of them, with endless supplementary adhesions by the 
minor powers. Seven grand mother-treaties, not to mention 
the daughters, or supplementary adhesions they had; all 
Europe rising spasmodically seven times, and doing its very 
uttermost to quell this terrible incubus ; all Europe changing 
colour seven times, like a lobster boiling, for twenty years. 
Seven diplomatic Crises, we say, marked changings of colour 
in the long-sufiiering lobster; and two so-called Wars, — 
before this enormous zero could be settled. Which high 
Treaties and Transactions, human nature, after much study 
of them, grudges to enumerate. Apanage for Baby Carlos, 
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gluwi of a Pragmatic Sanction ; these were a pair of causes 
for inaiikiiid ! Be no word spoken of them, except with 
vx^^vt'i Hiul on evident compulsion. 

Vov the remler^'s convenience we must note the salient 
|H>iiitN; but grudge to do it Salient points, now mostly 
wrapt in Onnis, and terrestrially interesting only to th^ 
N|>idt'i*M» ^oxivpt on an occasion of this kind, when part of 
(luMu lm|>|H'ns to stick to the history of a memorable man. 
To UM tlu\v arc mere bubblings-up of the general putrid 
fniuontution of the then Political World; and are too un- 
lovely to bo dwelt on longer than indispensable. Triple 
Alliiuu*e, Quadruple Alliance, Congress of Cambrai, Congress 
of SoiMHons ; Conference of Pardo, Treaty of Hanover, Treaty 
of WuHtcrhausen, what are they? Echo answers. What? 
Hippcrda and the Queen of Spain, Kaiser Earl and his Prag- 
matic Sanction, ore fallen dim to every mind. The Troubles 
of Thorn (sad enough Papist-Protestant tragedy in their 
time), — who now cares to know of them ? It is much if we 
And a hearing for the poor Salzburg Emigrants when they 
gt*t into I^^ussen itself. Afflicted human nature ought to 
Irs ut liuit, delivered from the palpably superfluous ; emd if 
tt few things memorable are to be remembered, millions of 
things unniemorable must first be honestly buried and for- 
gotten ! Dut to our afioir, — that of marking the chief 
hiibblings-up in the above-said Universal Putrid Fermenta- 
tion, so far as they concern us. 

Congress of Cambrai 

We already saw Byng sea-fighting in the Straits of Mes- 
•tina ; that was part of Crisis Second, — sequel, in powder-ond- 
ball, of Crisis First, which had been in paper till then. The 
Powers Iiad interfered, by Triple, by Quadruple Allicmce, to 
quench the Spanish- Austrian Duel (about Apanage for Baby 
Carlos, and a quantity of other Shadows) : < Triple Alliance ^ ^ 

' 4th January 1717. 
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was, we may say, when France, England, Holland laboriously 
fiorted-out terms of agreement between Kaiser and Terma- 
gant : * Quadruple ^ ^ was when Kaiser, after much coaxing, 
acceded, as fourth party ; and said gloomily, ^ Yes, then.** 
Byng^s Sea-fight was when Termagant said, * No, by — ^the 
Plots of Alberoni ! Never will I, for my part, accede to such 
terms ! ' and attacked the poor Elaiser in his Sicilies and 
elsewhere. Byng^s Sea-fight, in aid of a sufFering Kaiser 
and his Sicilies, in consequence. Furthermore, the French 
invaded Spain, till Messina were retaken ; nay the English, 
by land too, made a dash at Spain, * Descent on Vigo^ 
as they call it, — ^in reference to which take the following 
stray Note : 

'That same jetae' (1710, year after Byng's Searfight, Messina just 
about recaptured), 'there took effect, planned hj the vigorous Colonel 
Stanhope, our Minister at Madrid, who took personal share in the thing, 
a " Descent on Vigo," sudden swoop-down upon Town and shipping in 
those Gallidan, north-west regions. Which was perfectly successful, — 
Lord Cobham leading ; — and made much noise among mankind. Filled 
all Gazettes at that time ; bat now, again, is all £Edlen silent for us, — 
except this one thrice-insignificant point. That there was in it, ''in 
Handyside's Regiment,** a Lieutenant of Foot, by name Sterne, who had 
left, with his poor Wife at Plymouth, a very remarkable Boy called Lorry, 
or Lawrence ; known since that to all mankind. When Lorry in his Life 
writes, " my Father went on the Vigo expedition,'* readers may under- 
stand this was it Strange enough : that poor lieutenant of Foot is now 
pretty much all that is left of this sublime enterprise upon Vigo, in the 
memory of mankind ;— hanging there, as if by a single hair, till poor 
Triitram Shandy be forgotten toa' ' 

In short, the French and even the English invaded Spain ; 
English Byng and others sank Spanish ships ; Termagant was 
obliged to pack-away her Alberoni, and give in. She had to 
accede to ^ Quadruple Alliance,^ after all ; making it, so to 
speak, a Quintuple one; making Peace, in fact,' — ^general 
Congress to be held at Cambrai and settle the details. 

» i8th July 1 718. 

* Afettmrt of Lawnnee Sterm, written fy kimstlf for his Daughtor (see 
Annual Register^ Year 1775, pp. 50-52). '17th February 1720. 
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to be running towards Holland that way, one of his many 
journeys thitherward ; and actually saw this Congress, then 
in the first year of its existence. Saw it, probably dined with 
it. A Letter of his still extant, not yet fallen to the spiders, 
as so much else has done, testifies to this fact. Let us read 
part of it, the less despicable part, — as a Piece supremely 
insignificant, yet now in a manner the one surviving Docu- 
ment of this extraordinaiy Congress; Congresses own works 
and history having €dl otherwise fiEdlen to the spiders forever. 
The Letter is addressed to Cardinal Dubois ; — ^for Dubois, 
* with the face like a goat,^ ^ yet lived (first year of this Con- 
gress) ; and Regent d^Orldans lived, intensely interested here 
as third party : — and a goatfaced Cardinal, once pimp and 
lackey, ugliest of created souls. Archbishop of this same 
Cambrai <by Divine permission ^ and favour of Beelzebub, 
was capable of promoting a young fellow if he chose : 

'To hit Eminence Cardinal Dubeie (firom Arouet Junior) 

' Gambnd, July 1722. 
c « « « \ye are just arrived in your City^ Monseigneur ; where^ I 
think, all the Ambassadors and all the Cooks in Europe have given one 
another rendezvous. It seems as if all the Ministers of Germany had 
assembled here for the purpose of getting their Emperor's health drunk. 
As to Messieurs the Ambassadors of Spain^ one of them hears two masses 
a day, and the other manages the troop of players. The English 
Ministers' (a Lord Pohoarth and a Lord WhUworth) * send many couriers 
to Champagne^ and few to London. For the rest^ nobody expects your 
Eminence here ; it is not thought you will quit the Palais-Royal to visit 
the sheep of your flock in these parts,' — no ! — ' It would be too bad for 
your Eminence and for us alL * * Think sometimes, Monseigneur, 
of a man who ' — regards your goatfaced Eminence as a beautiful ingenious 
creature; and such a hand in conversation as never was. 'The one 
thing I will ask ' of your goatfaced Eminence ' at Paris will be, to have 
the goodness to talk to me.' ^ * * * 

Alas, alas ! — ^The more despicable portions of this Letter 
we omit, as they are not history of the Congress, but of 

^ Henogin von Orleans, Brief t, 

* (Euurts d$ VoUair$t 97 vols. (PariSi 1825-1834), IxviuL 95, 96. 
VOL. H. C 
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Arouet le JeuiUf in 17SS, saw as a oontemportiy Eact, 
drinking champagne in ramilies wigs, and arranging oomedifli 

for itself. 



France and the Briiannic MyeHy trim the Ship again .- Horn 
Friedrich WUhelm came nUo U. Treaty qfHanofoer^ 17S5 

The publication of this Treaty of Vienna (80th April 
1726), — miraculous disappearance of the Congress of Oun- 
brai by withdrawal of the floor firom under it, and dose 
union of the Courts of Spain and Vienna as the outcome of 
its slow labours, — ^filled Europe, and chiefly the late mediat- 
ing Powers, with amazement, anger, terror. Made Eun^ 
lurch suddenly to the other side, as we phrased it, — ofhtr 
gunwale now under water. Wherefore, in Heaven^s name^ 
trim yoiu: ship again, if possible, ye high mediating Powers. 
This the mediating Powers were laudably alert to do. Due 
de Bourbon, and his young King about to marry, were of 
pacific tendencies ; anxious for the Balance : still more was 
Fleury, who succeeded Due de Bourbon. Cardinal Fleury 
(with his Pupil Louis xv. under him, producing royal progeny 
and nothing worse or better as yet) began, next year, his 
long supremacy in France ; an aged reverend gentleman, of 
sly, delicately cunning ways, and disliking war, as Geoige l 
did, unless when forced on him : now and henceforth, no 
mediating power more anxious than France to have the ship 
in trim. 

George and Bourbon laid their heads together, deeply 
pondering this little less than awful state of the Terrestrial 
Balance ; and in about six months they, in their quiet way, 
suddenly came out with a Fourth Crisis on the astonished 
populations, so as to right the ship^s trim again, and more. 
^ Treaty of Hanover,^ this was their unexpected manceuvre ; 
done quietly at Herrenhausen, when his Majesty next went 
across for the Hanover hunting-season. Mere hunting : — 
but the diplomatists, as well as the beagles, were all in readi- 
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ness there. Even Friedrich Wilhelm, ostensibly intent on 
hunting, was come over thither, his abstruse Ilgens, with their 
inkhoms, escorting him : Friedrich Wilhehn, hunting in un- 
expected sort, was persuaded to sign this Treaty; which 
makes it unusually interesting to us. An exceptional pro- 
cedure on the part of Friedrich Wilhelm, who beyond all 
Sovereigns stays well at home, careless of aiFairs that are not 
his: — prooediure betokening cordiality at Hanover; and of 
good omen for the Double-Marriage ? 

Yes, surely; — and yet something more, on Friedrich 
Wilhelm^s part. His rights on the Cleve-Jiilich Countries ; 
reversion of Jiilich and Berg, once Earl Philip shall decease : 
— ^perhaps these high Powers, for a consideration, will 
guarantee one^s undoubted rights there ? It is understood 
they gave promises of this kind, not too specific Nay we 
hear farther a curious thing : * France and England, looking 
for immediate war with the Kaiser, advised Friedrich Wilhelm 
to assert his rights on Silesia.** Which would have been an 
important procedure ! Friedrich Wilhelm, it is added, had 
actual thoughts of it; the Kaiser, in those matters of the 
RUter-Dienstj of the Heidelberg Protestamia^ and wherever a 
chance was, had been unfriendly, little less than insulting, to 
Friedrich Wilhelm : * Give me one single Hanoverian brigade, 
to show that you go along with me ! ^ said his Prussian 
Majesty ; — ^but the Britannic never altogether would.^ 

Certain it is, Friedrich Wilhelm signed : a man with such 
Fighting-Apparatus as to be important in a Hanover Treaty. 
* Balance of Power, they tell me, is in a dreadful way: 
certainly if one can help the Balance a little, why not ? But 
Jiilich and Berg, one^s own outlook of reversion there, that 
is the point to be attended to : — Balance, I believe, will 
somehow shift for itself!^ On these principles, Friedrich 
Wilhelm signed, while ostensibly hunting.^ Treaty of Han- 
over, which was to trim the ship again, or even to make it 

^ (Euvres d$ FrAUric^ i. 153. 

* Fassmann, p. 368 ; Forster, Urkundenbuchi p. 67. 
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Weri tlie other war, dfttn italf Sd September 17585, and^ 
of thb (Hirport : *« We thiee* Ranoe, Eogkiid, Fhuna to 
9laiKl bv eft«4i other as one man, in case any of us is attadsed, 
^wiU invite Holland, Denmark, Sweden and every pacific 
Sov^mgnty to join ns in sndi conrention,* — aa- ihqr all 
jcrulualW did. had FMedridi ^^nihelm but stood firm. 

V\vr it is a state of the Balances little less than awfioL 
RuuuHir goe» that bv the Bappetda bargain, fatal to man- 
kiinK lX>n iVK^jt was to get the beantifal yoong Maria Theresa 
to wife : that would settle the Psrma-Piaoenn business and 
AiHxte othen ; that would be a compensation with a witness ! 
S|)ain aihI Austria united, as in Kari t.^s time ; or peihaps 
soino SuiWMiou War, or worse, to fight over again ! — 

KIwrir ami llwrge^ as Due de Bourbon and Greorge had 
doius thiHigh both pacific gentlemen, brandished weapons at 
till" Kaiser; strongly admonishing him to become less for- 
uiiiUbtc^ or it would be worse for him. Possible indeed, in 
M\icK a slmtlow-hunting. shadow-hunted hour ! Fieury and 
litHU){i> staud Kn^king with intense anriety into a certain 
M|Hvtral Muucthing, which they call the Balance of Power; 
uo oml to their exorcisms in that matter. Truly, if each of 
ll\o UoyaI M<\)ty(tii's aiul Serene Highnesses would attend to 
bin own atrairs« <loing his utmost to better his own land 
auil )HH^|>le« in eartUlv aiul in heavenly respects, a little, — ^he 
WuuKl lUul it iuliuitely profitabler for himself and others. 
Aiul the lUlauiv of l\>wvr would settle, in that case, as the 
Uwm of gravity onlennl : which is its one method of settling, 
^f\f^r nil dlplonmcY ! — Fleun* and Greorge, by their manifesto- 
'**Ki mIIII luoro bv their levying of men, Greorge i. shovelling 
*^^M hill ItUglUh !i\ilMitlies as usual, created deadly qualms in 
''^^^ Kiiiner; who ntill fouml it unpleasant to * admit Spanish 
^*Hri«l,mn,i In INinua'; hut found likewise his Termagant Friend 
'*^«>XiihO)lv iMwitive on tliat score ; and knew not what would 
'••HMiiM© of hiiu» if he had to try fighting, and the Sea- 
* uwmiH ivi\iMHt him t^'*h to do it, 

I Itiruhv WAN the ship trimmed, and more ; ship now lurching 
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to the other side again. Greorge i. goes subsidjdng Hessians, 
Danes ; sounding manifestos, beating drums, in an alarming 
manner : and the Kaiser, except it were in Russia, with the 
new Czarina Catherine i. (that brown little woman, now 
become Czarina),^ finds no ally to speak of. An unlucky, 
spectre-hunting, spectre-hunted Kaiser ; who, amid so many 
drums, manifestos, menaces, is now rolling eyes that witness 
everywhere considerable dismay. This is the Fourth grand 
Crisis of Europe; crisis or travail-throe of Nature, bringing 
forth, and unable to do it, Baby Carlos^s Apanage and the 
Pragmatic Sanction. Fourth conspicuous change of colour 
to the universal lobster, getting itself boiled on those sad 
terms, for twenty years. For its sins, we need not doubt ; 
for its own long - continued cowardices, sloths and greedy 
follies, as well as those of Kaiser Karl ! — 

At this Fourth change we will gladly leave the matter, for 
a time ; much wishing it might be forever. Alas, as if that 
were possible to us ! Meanwhile, let afflicted readers, looking 
before and after, readier to forget than to remember in such a 
case, accept this Note, or Summary of all the Seven together, 
by way of help : 

* TravaU-throes of Nature Jbr Baby Carlos's Italian 
Apanage ; Seven in Number 



if 



1*. Triple Alliance, English, Dutch, French (4th January 1717), 
saying, ''Peace, then! No Alberoni-plotting ; no Duel -fighting per- 
mitted!" Same Powers, next year, proposiDg Terms of Agreement; 
Kaiser gloomily accepting them; which makes it Quadruple Alliance 
(18th July 1718) ; Termagant indignantly refusing, — with attack on the 
Kaiser^s Sicilies. 

'2^ First Sputter of War; Byng^s Sea-fight, and the other pressures, 
compelling Termagant : Peace (26th January 1720) ; Congress of Cambrai 
to settle the Apanage and other points. 

' 8th February 1725. Treaty with Kaiser (6th August 1726) went to nothing 
on her death, nth May 1727. 
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CHAPTER IV 

DOUBLE-MARRIAGE TREATY CANNOT BE SIGNED 

HiTHEBTO the world-tides, and ebbs and flows of external 
Politics, bad, by accident, rather forwarded than hindered the 
Double-Mairiage. In the rear of such a Treaty of Hanover, 
triumphantly righting the European Balances by help of 
Friedrich Wilhelm, one might have hoped this little domestic 
Treaty would, at last, get itself signed. Queen Sophie did 
hasten off to Hanover, directly after her husband had left 
it under those favourable aspects : but Papa again proved 
unmanageable ; the Treaty could not be achieved. 

Alas, and why not ? Parents and Children, on both sides, 
being really desirous of it, what reason is there but it should 
in due time come to perfection, and, without annihilating 
Time and Space, make four lovers happy? No reason. 
Rubs doubtless had arisen since that Visit of George i., dis- 
cordant procedures, chiefly about Friedrich Wilhelm'^s recruit- 
ing operations in the Hanover territory, as shall be noted 
by and by : but these the ever- wakeful enthusiasm of Queen 
Sophie, who had set her whole heart with a female fixity on 
this Double -Marriage Project, had smoothed - down again: 
and now. Papa and Husband being so blessedly united in 
their World - Politics, why not sign the Marriage - Treaty ? 
Honoured Majesty-Papa, why not! — *Tush, child, you do 
not understand. In these tremendous circumstances, the 
celestial Sign of the Balance just about canting, and the 
Obliquity of the Ecliptic like to alter, how can one think of 
little marriages? Wait till the Obliquity of the Ecliptic 
come steadily to its old pitch ! ^ — 

Truth is, George was in general of a slow, solemn, Spanish 
turn of manners ; * intolerably proud, too, since %he got that 
English dignity,** says Wilhelmina : he seemed always tacitly 
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to Kh4 down on Friedrich Wilhelm, as if the FnuBiBn 
\Uj«vty were a kind of inferior clownish King in comparison. 
It isi ivrtain he showed no eagerness to get the Treaty peat* 
(cs-'iwi. Again and again, when specially implied to by Queen 
Si^phio, on FVitxlrich Wilhelm^s order, he intimated only : ^ It 
wa.H a tixtxl thing, but not to be hurried, — ^English Farlia- 
uionts wt'it' ixincemed in it, the parties were still young,^ and 
Ml on ; <-atVr whidi brief answer he would take jou to the 
>iviiKiow« and ask, ^If you did not think the Heirenhausen 
liaixtonn aiu) their Leibnitz waterworks, and dipped-beedi 
walK won* rather fine ?' * 

In fact« the English Parliaments, from whom money was 
mi oil on demanded for our fat Improper Darlingtons, lean 
luiproiHT Kendals and other royal occasions, would naturally 
Irnvo to make a marriage-revenue for this fine Grandson of 
oiim, — Grandson Fred, who is now a young lout of eighteen ; 
loading an extremely dissolute life, they say, at Hanover ; and 
l>v no moans the mast beautiful of mortals, either he or the 
liHilish litilo Fiithor of him, to our old sad heart. They can 
wait, thoy oiin wait ! said Gcoige always. 

Hut uiuiouhtodly he did intend that both Marriages should 

tako oHiH't : only ho was slow ; and the more you hurried 

hliu. |Hn*lui|w tho Niowor. He would have perfected the 

'i'uiUv Mioxt vi^ar/ «av the Authorities; meant to do so, 

il* woll lot alono: but Townshend whispered withal, < Better 

it«M urgi« hiuK^ Surly (icorgc was always a man of his word ; 

**«« tmioliorv Intondod by him, towards Friedrich Wilhelm 

^^*' •Miv niiiH. It i" vory clear, moreover, that Friedrich Wil- 

'***Imi. ill thin Autumn 1786, was, and was like to be, of high 

'**M*^*i*l»niH» to King (ioorgc; a man not to be angered by 

^'l^boiiiiiimlilo troatniont, had such otherwise been likely on 

•^•Mn»^it', |i,n.f. Novortlioloss George did not sign the Treaty 

*Mo^| y^m,. • ,,n|ioi\ such things having intervened; — nor 

^ iitt^t vtmr aflor that, for reasons tragically good on the 

• iSiUnili. M^m^ftrm. ii. 326, aaS, etc 
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These delays about the Double-Marriage Treaty are not a 
pleasing featiure of it to Friedrich Wilhelm ; who is very 
capable of being hurt by slights ; who, at any rate, dislikes to 
have loose thrums flying about, or that the business of today 
should be shoved-over upon tomorrow. And so Queen Sophie 
has her own sore difficulties; driven thus between the Bar- 
barians (that is, her Husband), and the deep Sea (that is, her 
Father), to and fro. Nevertheless, since all parties to the 
matter wished it, Sophie and the younger parties getting even 
enthusiastic about it ; and since the matter itself was good, 
agreeable so far to Prussia and England, to Protestant 
Grermany and to Heaven and Earth, — might not Sophie 
confidently hope to vanquish these and other difficulties ; and 
so bring all things to a happy close ? 

Had it not been for the Imperial Shadow-huntings, and 
this rickety condition of the celestial Balance ! Alas, the 
outer elements interfered with Queen Sophie in a singular 
manner. Huge foreign world-movements, springing from 
Vienna and a spectre-haunted Kaiser, and spreading like an 
avalanche over all the Earth, snatched-up this little Double- 
Marriage question; tore it along with them, reeling over 
precipices, one knew not whitherward, at such a rate as was 
seldom seen before. Scarcely in the Minerva Press is there 
record of such surprising, infinite and inextricable obstructions 
to a wedding or a double-wedding. Time and space, which 
cannot be annihilated to make two lovers happy, were here 
turned topsyturvy, as it were, to make four lovers, — four, or 
at the very least three, for Wilhelmina will not admit she was 
ever the least in love, not she, poor soul, either with loose 
Fred or his English outlooks, — ^four young creatures, and one 
or more elderly persons, superlatively wretched; and even, 
literally enough, to do all but kill some of them. 

What is noteworthy too, it proved wholly inane, this huge 
world-ocean of Intrigues and Imperial Necromancy ; ran dry 
at last into absolute nothing even for the Kaiser, and might 
as well not have been. And Mother and Father, on the 
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IVussian side, were driven to despair and pretty nearly to 
delirium by it ; and our poor young Frits got tormented^ 
scourged, and throttled in body and in sool by it, tillhe grew 
to liMithe the light of the mm, and in fact looked soon to have 
Huitttnl said light at one stage of the business. 

Wo are now approaching Act Second of the DouUe- 
Marriage« where Imperial Ordnance-Master Graf von Secken- 
durf, a Black-Artist of supreme quality, dispatched fiom 
Vicuna on secret errand, < crosses tiie Palace Esplanade at 
IWrliu on a summer evening of the year 17S6 ;^ and evokes 
all the demons on our little Crown-Prince and those dear to 
him. We must first say something of an important step, 
nhortly antecedent thereto, whidi occurred in the Crown- 
IVlniVs educational course. 



CHAPTER V 

i'UOWN-PUlNCE GOES INTO THE POTSDAM GUARDS 

Amid Nuch commotion of the foreign elements and the 
^lonu'fitu*, an im|)ortant change ocours in the Crown-Prince'^s 
*'<«irw^ fjf iK*hooling. It is decided that, whatever be his 
prognniN in the H{)eculativc branches, it is time he should go 
■iito tho Army, and practically learn soldiering. In his 
•'^'nrl^M-nUi year, 8d May 1726,^ not long before the Treaty 
**' I Iiuiovur, he was formally named Captain, by Papa in War- 
^ <*Mhril, Grenailier Guards, Potsdam Lifeguards, to be the 
''^KifiKint ; arul next year he is nominated Major, and, a 
^^'nuvy fK*4!urring, appointed to begin actual duty. It is on 
the, 4 j^f^i^i^ ^^f August 1726 that he first leads out his battalion 
.** thii iiiimti.r,' on those terms. His age is not yet fifteen by 
*"*' liionthii; — a very tiny Major among those Potsdam 
^ '*'iU ; 1,1,^ \yy rank, we observe, he rides; and his horse is 

'*ttM, 1, 26, 106 ; and Btuh fir Jtdermann (a minor Book of his, on the 
•**Vl«ct, BeriiB, i837)» >i- »3- 
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doubtless of the due height. And so the tiny Cadet-drillings 
have ended ; long Files of Giants, splendent in gold-lace and 
grenadier-caps, have succeeded ; and earnest work instead of 
mimic, in that matter, has begun. 

However it may have fared with his other school-lessons, 
here now is a school-form he is advanced to, in which there 
will be no resource but learning. Bad spelling might be over- 
looked by those that had charge of it ; bad drilling is not 
permissible on any terms. We need not doubt the Crown- 
Frince did his soldier-duty faithfully, and learned in every 
point the conduct of an officer : penalty as of Rhadamanthus 
waited upon all failiure there. That he liked it is by no 
means said ; he much disliked it, and his disgusts were many. 
An airy young creature : — and it was in thb time, to give one 
instance, that that shearing of his locks occurred, which was 
spoken of above, where the Court-Chirurgus proved so merciful. 
To clog the winged Psyche in ever-returning parade-routine 
and military pipeclay, — ^it seems very cruel. But it is not to 
be altered : in spite of one^s disgusts, the dull work, to the 
last item of it, has daily to be done. Which proved infinitely 
beneficial to the Crown-Prince, after all. Hereby, to his 
Athenian-French elegancies, and airy promptitudes and brilli- 
ancies, there shall lie as basis an adamantine Spartanism and 
Stoicism; very rare, but very indispensable, for such a 
superstructure. Well exemplified, through after life, in this 
Crown-Prince. 



Of the Potsdam Giants, as a Fact 

His regiment was the Potsdam Grenadier Guard; that 
unique giant regiment, of which the world has heard so much 
in a vague half-mythical way. The giant-regiment was not a 
Myth, however, but a big-boned expensive Fact, tramping very 
hard upon the earth at one time, though now gone all to the 
ghostly state. As it was a Class-Bookj so to speak, of our 
Friedrich^s, — Class-Book (printed in huge type) for a certain 
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bnuKli of his achooling, the details of whidi are ao dim, 
though the geneial outc o me of it proved ao unfiirgettahle^ 
— nMidM«« apart fiom their curiontj othorwiae, may aa well 
take a glimpae of it od thia oocanon. Vaniahed now, and 
iprown a Giant Phantom, the like of it hardly again to be in 
thi« worM ; and bj accident, the very anudkat figure ever 
vank^l in it make* it memoraUe there ! — 

With a wi«e instinct, iUedrkh Wilhclm had diacemed that 
alt thii^ in IVuaiia muat pcnnt towarda hia Army ; that hia 
Annv waa the heart and pith ; the State being the tree^ evoy 
hnutoh ainl leaf bound, after ita aort, to be nutritive and 
|V(\Hlucti\x» for the Aimy a bdioofl That, probably for any 
Nation in the long<>run, and certainly fior the Praaaian Nation 
»tmi^twa\\ life cv death dependa on the Army : Itiedridi 
>Vi)hehu\i htvul^ in an inarticulate manner, waa fiill of this 
jiu^t notii^i ; aiul all his life was spent in organising it to a 
lU^otiiHil fact, l^he moiv of potential battle, the more of life 
iti ill u» : a utimiiiiifwi of potential battle, therefore ; and let it 
W the \^4imHm in quality ! How Friedrich Wilhelm cared, 
\iav aiul ni^iclitt ^^ith all his heart and all his soul, to bring his 
Annv to the su^uvme pitch, we have often heard ; and the 
iiioiv ^e KhJi into his wavs the more we are impressed with 
{\\M tWt« It was the cxuitral thing for him ; all other things 
ciivuUtiiig towaixt* it* deri%*ing fipom it : no labour too great, 
aiut none t\H> littK to Im> umleigone for such an object He 
WHtohett over it like an Argus with eves that reached every- 
^lieixs UiiK'ipliue sliall be as exact as Euclid; — short of 
iH^iiWtiiMi we do not stop! Discipline and ever better 
ilimipUue ; euAuwiiieiit of the nile in all points, improvement 
of the nile it»elf whew iHwihle, were the great Drill-seigeant^s 
iHmtiuiial %>a«t^ Dailv had some loop £sdlen, which might have 
none m\^tiiV far «iHHigh ; but daily was he there to pick it 
ii|i muhIiIi ami kee|> the web unrent and solidly progressive. 

We Mldft it w*^ ^^ ^ poetic ideal ^ of Friedrich Wilhelm ; 
Ui U a ilinub |Hiet in ae^'eral particulars, — and requires the 
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privil^es of genius firom those that read his dumb poem. It 
must be owned he rises into the fantastic here and there ; and 
has crotchets of ultra-perfection for his Army, which are not 
rational at all. Crotchets that grew ever madder, the farther 
he followed them. This Lifeguard Regiment of foot, for 
instance, in which the Crown-Prince now is,— Friedrich 
Wilhelm got it in bis Father^s time, no doubt a regiment then 
of fan: qualities ; and he has kept drilling it, improving it, as 
poets polish stanzas, unweariedly ever since: — and see now 
what it has grown to ! A Potsdam Giant Regiment, such as 
the world never saw, before or since. Three Battalions of 
them, — ^two always here at Potsdam doing formal lifeguard 
duty, the third at Brandenburg on drill; 800 to the 
Battalion, — 2,400 sons of Anak in all. Sublime enough, 
hugely perfect to the royal eye, such a mass of shining giants, 
in their long-drawn regularities and mathematical manoeuver- 
ings, — ^like some streak of Promethean lightning, realised here 
at last, in the vulgar dusk of things ! 

Truly they are men supreme in discipline, in beauty of 
equipftnent; and the shortest man of them rises, I think, 
towards seven feet, some are nearly nine feet high. Men firom 
all countries ; a hundred and odd come annually, as we saw, 
firom Russia, — a very precious windfall : the rest have been 
collected, crimped, purchased out of every European country, 
at enormous expense, not to speak of other trouble to his 
Majesty. James Eirkman, an Irish recruit of good inches, 
cost him 1200/. before he could be got inveigled, shipped and 
brought safe to hand. The documents are yet in existence ; ^ 
and the Portrait of this Irish fellow-citizen himself, who is by 
no means a beautiful man. Indeed, they are all portrayed ; 
all the privates of this distinguished Regiment are, if anybody 
cared to look at them. ^Redivanoff firom Moscow^ seems of 
far better bone than Eirkman, though still more stolid of 
aspect. One Hohmann, a born Prussian, was so tall, you 

* Forster, Handbuch der Geschuhti^ GeograpkU und StoHstik des Pnussischim 
Reichs (Berlin, i8ao), iy. 130, 13a ; — ^not in a very lucid state. 
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could not, though youndf tall, touch his bare Grown with your 
hand ; August the Strang of Poland tried, on one occasiony 
luid could not. Before Hohmann turned up, there had been 
'Jonas the Norwegian Blacksmith,' also a dreadfully tall 
monster. Giant 'MaodolV — ^who was to be mairied, no 
consent asked on eUker side, to the tall young woman, whidi 
latter turned out to be a decrepit M woman (all Jest-Books 
know the myth), — ^he also was an Irish Giant, his name 
prolmbly M«DowaI.^ This Hohmann was now FlMgtbnarm 
(' fugleman ' as we have named it, leader of the file), the 
TnllcNt of the Regiment, a very mountain of pipeclayed flesh 
and luine. 

Here, in reference to one other of those poor Giants, is an 
AncHHlotc from Fassmann (who is very full on this subject of 
the (ffiants ; abstruse Historical Fassmann, often painfully cited 
l>y \im): a most small Anecdote, but then an indisputably 
c^ortain one ; — which brings back to us, in a strange way, the 
vaniNluHl 'Hme and its populations ; as the poorest authentic 
wcmhU'ii lucifer may do, kindling suddenly, and peopling the 
void Night for moments, to the seeing eye ! — 

KimiimAiiii, A very dark German literary man^ in obsolete costame and 
Kant I turn, liow living or what doing we cannot guess^ found himself at 
> arU, gaxing about^ in the year 1713 ; where^ among other things the 
■'air (if Ht. (lermaln was going on. Load^ large Fair of St Germain^ 
^h\n\\ liMtN from Candlemas to the Monday before Easter' ; and Fass- 
"'anii one day took a walk of contemplation through the same. Much 
'•oliMs^ K<wiloulatlon| little meaning. Show-booths, temporary theatres^ 
*nerryHiiMlrews, sleight-of-hand men ; and a vast public, drinking, dancing, 
iCainhlliiif , flirting, as its wont is. Nothing new for us there ; new only 
^'lat It nil iii^ (\yQ generations from us now. Did 'the Old Pretender,' who 
^*M then In his expectant period, in this same village of St. Germain, see 
^r ^<*» as Fassmann did ? And Louis xiv., he is at Versailles ; drooping 
j^"^* viiry dull to his Maintenon. And our little Fritz in Berlin is a child 
y ^niN ; ~ Mill the world is all awake as usual, while Fassmann strolls 
"Pouif)i thbi noisy inanity of show-booths, in the year 1713. 
^ '^trolllii^ alongi Fassmann came upon a certain booth with an enormous 

^ *^tir»ter, Pnusms ffiiden im Krng und FrUdm (Berlin, 1848), L 531 ; no 
^ ^o the story, no evidence what grain of truth may be in it. 



CHAP, v.] CROWNPRINCE IN THE GUARDS 49 

Picture hung aloft in front of it : ^ Picture of a very tall man^ in heyduc 
livery, coat reaching to his ankles, in grand peruke, cap and big heron- 
plume, with these words, ** Le G^nt AUemand (German Giant)," written 
underneath. Partly from curiosity, partly for country's sake/ Fassmann 
expended twopence ; viewed the gigantic fellow-creature ; admits he had 
never seen one so tall ; though ^ Bentenrieder, the Imperial Diplomatist,' 
thought by some to be the tallest of men, had come athwart him once. 
This giant's name was Muller ; birthplace the neighbourhood of Weis- 
■enfels; — 'a Saxon like myself. He had a small German Wife, not 
half his size. He made money readily, showing himself about, in France, 
England, Holland ; ' — and Fassmann went his way, thinking no more of 
the fellow. — But now, continues Fassmann : 

'Coming to Potsdam, thirteen years after, in the spring of 1726, by 
his Majesty's order, to ' — ^in hcX, to read the Newspapers to his Majesty, 
and be generally useful, chiefly in the Tobacco College, as we shall dis- 
cover, — ^'what was my surprise to find this same '* Giant AUemand" of 
St. Germain ranked among the King's Grenadiers ! No doubt of the 
identity : I renewed acquaintance with the man ; his little German Wife 
was dead ; but he had got an English one instead, an uncommonly shifty 
creature. They had a neat little dwelling-house ' (as most of the married 
giants had), 'near the Palace: here the Wife sold beer' (brandy not 
permissible on any terms), ' and lodged travellers ; — I myself have lodged 
there on occasion. In the course of some years, the man took swelling in 
the legs ; good for nothing as a grenadier ; and was like to fall heavy on 
society. But no, his little Wife snatched him up, easily getting his dis- 
charge ; carried him over with her to England, where he again became a 
show-giant, and they were doing very well, when last heard of,' — in 
the Country-Wakes of George ii.'s early time. And that is the real 
Biography of one Potsdam Giant, by a literary gentleman who had 
lodged with him on occasion.^ 

The pay of these sublime Footguards is greatly higher than 
common ; they have distinguished privileges and treatment : 
on the other hand, their discipline is nonpareil, and discharge 
is never to be dreamt of, while strength lasts. Poor Kirkman, 
does he sometimes think of the Hill of Howth, and that he 
will never see it more ? Kirkman, I judge, is not given to 
thought ; — considers that he has tobcux^ here, and privileges 
and perquisites ; and that Howth, and Heaven itself, is in- 
accessible to many a man. 

^ Fassmann, pp. 723-73a 

VOL. II. * D 
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Friedrich WUhdnCs BearuUmg DiffioMei 

Tall men, not for this regiment only, had become a 
necessary of life to Friedrich Wilhelm. Indispensable to him 
almost as his daily bread. To his heart there is no road so 
ready as that of presenting a tall man or two. BUedridi 
Wilhelm'^s raiments are now, by his exact new regulations, 
levied and recruited each in its own Canton, or spedfic distiict : 
there all males as soon as bom are enroUed ; liable to serve, 
when they have grown to yeais and strength. All grown men 
(under certain exceptions, as of a widow'^s eldest son, or of the 
like evidently ruinous cases) are liable to serve ; Captain of 
the Regiment and Andmannot the Canton setUe between them 
which grown-man it shall be. Better for you not to be tall ! 
In fact it is almost a kindness of Heaven to be gifted with 
some safe impediment of body, slightly crooked back or the 
like, if you much dislike the career of honour under Friedrich 
Wilhelm. A general shadow of unquiet apprehension we can 
well fancy hanging over those rural populations, and much 
unpleasant haggling now and then ; — ^notiiing but the Eing^s 
justice that can be appealed to. King^s justice, very great 
indeed, but heavily checked by the King^s value for handsome 
soldiers. 

Happily his value for industrial labourers and increase of 
population is likewise great. Townsfolk, skilful workmen as 
the theory supposes, are exempt ; the more ingenious classes, 
generally, his Majesty exempts in this respect, to encourage 
them in others. For, on the whole, he is not less a Captain 
of Work, to his Nation, than of other things. What he did 
for Prussia in the way of industries, improvements, new manu- 
factures, new methods; in settling * colonies,^ tearing-up 
drowned bogs and subduing them into dry cornfields ; in build- 
ing, draining, digging, and encouraging or forcing others to 
do so, would take a long chapter. He is the enemy of Chaos, 
not the friend of it, wherever you meet with him. 

For example, Potsdam itself. Potsdam, now a pleasant. 
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grassy, leafy place, branching out extensively in fine stone 
architecture, with swept pavements ; where, as in other places, 
the traveller finds land and water separated into two firma- 
ments, — ^Friedrich Wilhelm found mudi of it a quagmire, land 
and water still weltering in one. In these very years, his 
cuttings, embankments, buildings, pile-drivings there, are 
enormous ; and bis perseverance needs to be invincible. For 
instance, looking out, one morning after heavy rain, upon some 
extensive anti-quagmire operations and strong pile-drivings, he 
finds half-a-furlong of his latest heavy piling clean gone. 
What in the world has become of it ? Pooh, the swollen lake 
has burst it topsyturvy ; and it floats yonder, bottom upper- 
most, a half-furlong of distracted liquid-peat. Whereat his 
Majesty gave a loud laugh, says Bielfeld,^ and commenced 
anew. The piles now stand firm enough, like the rest of the 
Earth'^s crust, and carry strong ashlcu: houses and umbrageous 
trees for mankind; and trivial mankind can walk in clean 
pumps there, shuddering or sniggering at Friedrich Wilhelm, 
as their humour may be. 

No danger of this ^ Canton-system ^ of recruitment to the 
more ingenious classes, who could do better than learn drill. 
Nor, to say truth, does the poor clayey peasant sufier from it, 
according to his apprehensions. Often perhaps, could he 
count profit and loss, he might find himself a gainer : the 
career of honour turns out to be, at least, a career of practical 
Stoicism and Spartanism ; useful to any peasant or to any 
prince. Cleanliness, of person and even of mind ; fixed rigour 
of method, sobriety, frugality, these are virtues worth acquiring. 
Sobriety in the matter of drink is much attended to here : 
his Majesty permits no distillation of strong-waters in Potsdam, 
or within so many miles ; ' nor is sale of such allowed, except 
in the most intensely select manner. The soldier^s pay is in 
the highest degree exiguous ; not above three half-pence a day, 
for a common foot-soldier, in addition to what rations he has : 

^ Boron de Bielfeld, Lettres Famiii^is (second edition, k Leide, 1767), L 31. 
' Fawmann, p. 72S. 
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—but it in found adaquate to its potpotei too ; s up pu rii tiw 
Mililittr ill tound hedtfa, vigomaAj fit for his wocIl ; into iriudi 
IMiiiU liii Majosty looks with his own ejf«s» and will admit no 
iluliittty. Often, too, if not alieady qfkmti (as it oltiniiAeijr 
giww to Im), the peasant-soldier gets home for many montiis dF 
Ilia yimr, n Noldier-ploughnuui ; and labours far Us li?ing in 
tliP old way. His Captain (it is one of the Q^itainls per- 
i|iiiiiittM, who is generally a veteran of fifty, with a Kxi^ 
H|mrtaii training* before he gets so Ya/jb) podcets the pay of 
all these Airloughs, supernumerary to the real work of the 
regiment ; — and has obtain important furnishings to yidd in 
return. 

At any rate, enrolment, in time of peaoe^ cannot fidl on 
many : three or four recruits in the year, to replace vacancies 
will carry the Canton through its crisis. For we are to note 
withal, the third part of every lament can, and should by 
rule, consist of * foreigners,^ — men not bom Prussians. These 
are generally men levied in the Imperial Free-towns ; ^ in the 
Heich ^ or Empire, as they term it ; that is to say, or is 
mainly to say, in the countries of Germany that are not 
Austrian or Prussian. For this foreign third-part too, the 
recruits must be got ; excuses not admissible for Captain or 
Colonel ; nothing but recruits of the due inches will do. 
Captain and Colonel (supporting their enterprise on firugal 
adequate < perquisites," hinted of above) have to be on the 
outlook ; vigilantly, eagerly ; and must contrive to get them. 
Nay, we can take supernumerary recruits ; and have in fact 
always on hand, attached to each raiment, a stock of sudi. 
Any number of recruits, that stand well on their legs, are 
welcome ; and for a tall man there is joy in Potsdam, almost 
as if he were a wise man or a good man. 

The consequence is, all countries, especially all German 
countries, are infested with a new species of predatory two- 
^^gg^ animals : Ptxissian recruiters. They glide about, und^ 
disguise if necessary ; lynx-eyed, eager almost as the Jesuit 
hounds are ; not himting the souls of men, as the spiritual 
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Jesuits do, but their bodies in a merciless carnivorous manner. 

Better not to be too tall, in any country, at present ! Irish 
Eirkman could not be protected by the aegis of the British 
Constitution itself. In general, however, the Prussian re- 
cruiter, on British ground, reports. That the people are too 
well off, that there is little to be done in those parts. A tall 
British sailor, if we pick him up strolling about Memel or 
the Baltic ports, is inexorably claimed by the Diplomatists ; 
no business doable till after restoration of him ; and he 
proves a mere loss to us.^ Germany, Holland, Switzerland, 
the Netherlands, these are the fruitful fields for us, and there 
we do hunt with some vigour. 

For example, in the town of Jiilich there lived and worked 
a tall young carpenter : one day a well-dressed positive-look- 
ing gentleman (^ Baron von Hompesch,^ the records name 
him) enters the shop ; wants ^ a stout chest, with lock on it, 
for household purposes ; must be of such and such dimen- 
sions, six feet six in length especially, and that is an indis- 
pensable point, — in fact it will be longer than yourself, I 
think, Herr Zimmermann : what is the cost ; when can it be 
ready?' Cost, time, and the rest are settled. *A right 
stout chest, then ; and see you don't forget the size ; if too 
short, it will be of no use to me: mind;' — ^Ja woM! 
Gewiss ! ' And the positive-looking, well-clad gentleman goes 
his ways. At the appointed day he reappears ; the chest is 
ready ; — we hope, an unexceptionable article ? * Too short, 
as I dreaded ! ' says the positive gentleman. ^ Nay, your 
Honour,' says the carpenter, ^ I am certain it is six feet six ! ' 
and takes out his foot-rule. — < Pshaw, it was to be longer 
than yourself.' «Well, it is.' — *No, it isn't!' The car- 
penter, to end the matter, gets into his chest ; and will 
convince any and all mortals. No sooner is he in, rightly 
flat, than the positive gentleman, a Prussian recruiting-officer 
in disguise, slams down the lid upon him ; locks it ; whistles 
in three stout fellows, who pick-up the chest, gravely walk 

^ Despatches in the State-Paper Office. 
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through the streets with it| open it in a m£b fdaoe ; and findy 
— ^horrible to lelatei — the poor carpenter deed ; cboked bj 
want of air in this firij^tfiil middle-paasege of Ms.^ Name of 
the Town is given, JUlidi as above ; date not And if tiba 
thing had been only a popular Myth, is it not a eigmfieant 
one ? But it is too trae ; the tall carpenter lay dhaady and 
Hompesch got * imprisoned for liie^ by the b usin es s , 

BUrgermeisters of small towns have been carried dF; in 
one case, < a rich merdiant in Magddburg^^ whom it coat a 
large sum to get finee again.* Prussian recruiters hofer about 
barracks, parade-grounds, in Foreign Countries ; and if they 
see a tall soldier (the Dutch have had instances, and are 
indignant at them), will persuade him to desert, — to make 
for the country where soldier-merit is understood, and a tall 
fellow of parts will get his pair of colours in no-time. 

But the highest stretch of their art was probably that dime 
on the Austrian Ambassador, — tall Herr von B^tenrieder ; 
tallest of Diplomatists ; whom Fassmann, till the Fair of St. 
Germain, had considered the tallest of men. Bentenrieder 
was on his road as Kaiser^s Ambassador to George i., in those 
Congress-of-Cambrai times ; serenely joumejdng on ; when, 
near by Halberstadt, his carriage broke. Cairiage takes some 
time in mending ; the tall Diplomatic Herr walks on, will 
stretch his long l^s, catch a glimpse of the Town withal, till 
they get it ready again. And now, at some Guardhouse of 
the place, a Prussian Officer inquires, not too reverently of 
a nobleman without carriage, * Who are you ? ' * Well,' 
answered he, smiling, *I am BotschqfUr (Message-bearer) 
from his Imperial Majesty. And who may you be that 
ask ? ' — ^ To the Guardhouse with us ! ' Whither he is 
marched accordingly. * Kaiser's messenger, why not ? ' Being 
a most tall handsome man, this Kaiser's Bot9chqftery striding 
along on foot here, the Guardhouse Officials have decided 
to keep him, to teach him Prussian drill-exercise; — and 

» Forstcr, iL 305, 306 ; PoUniu, U. 518, 519. 
* Stenzel, iiL 356. 
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are thrown into a singular quandary, when his valets and 
suite come up, full of alarm dissolving into joy, and call 
him ^ Excellenz ! ^ ^ 

Tall Herr von Bentenrieder accepted the prostrate apology 
of these Guardhouse Officials. But he naturally spoke of the 
matter to Greorge i. ; whose patience, often fretted by com- 
plaints on that head, seems to have taken fire at this tran- 
scendent instance of Prussian insolency. In consequence of this 
adventure, he commenced, says PoUnitz, a system of decisive 
measures ; of reprisals even, and of altogether peremptory, 
minatory procedures, to clear Hanover of this nuisance ; and 
to make it cease, in very fact, and not in promise and pro- 
fession merely. These were the first rubs Queen Sophie met 
with, in pushing on the Double-Marriage ; and sore rubs 
they were, though she at last got over them. Coming on 
the back of that fine Charlottenburg Visit, almost within year 
and day, and directly in the teeth of such friendly aspects and 
prospects, this conduct on the part of his Britannic Majesty 
much grieved and angered Friedrich Wilhelm ; and in fact 
involved him in considerable practical troubles. 

For it was the signal of a similar set of loud complaints, 
and menacing remonstrances (with little twinges of fulfilment 
here and there) from all quarters of Germany ; a tempest of 
. trouble and public indignation rising everywhere, and raining- 
in upon Friedrich Wilhelm and this unfortunate Hobby of 
his. No riding of one'^s poor Hobby in peace henceforth. 
Friedrich Wilhelm always answered, what was only super- 
ficially the fact. That he knew nothing of these violences and 
acts of ill-neighbourship ; he, a just King, was sorrier than 
any man to hear of them ; and would give immediate order 
that they should end. But they always went on again, much 
the same ; and never did end. I am sorry a just Ejng, led 
astray by his Hobby, answers thus what is only superficially 
the fact. But it seems he cannot help it : his Hobby is too 
strong for him ; regardless of curb and bridle in this instance. 

^ PoUnitz, iL 207-209. 
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Let us pity a man of genius, mounted on so ungovernable a 
Hobbv ; leaping the barriers, in spite of his best resolutions. 
INeriiaps the poetic temperament is more liable to such morbid 
biases, influxes of imaginative crotchet, and mere folly that 
cannot be cured ? Friedridi Wilhelm never would or ooold 
dismount from his Hobby; but he rode him under much 
Marrow henceforth ; under showers of anger and ridicule ; — 
contumelious words and procedures, as it were saxa et Jbteeif 
l>attering round him, to a heavy extent ; the rider, a victim 
of TragiHly and Faroe both at once. 

Qiurn Sophie^s TrotMes : Grumkow trith the Old DcMouer^ 

aiid Grumkow withoui him 

Queen Sophie had, by delicate management, got over those 

first rubs, and arrived at a Treaty of Hanover, and clear 

Ki^und again ; far worse rubs lay ahead ; but smooth travel- 

ling> towards such a goal, was not possible for this Queen. 

Poor Lady, her Court, as we discern from Wilhelmina 

Hud the Books, is a sad welter of intrigues, suspicions ; of 

tri'iu*hcrous chamber-maids, head-valets, pickthank scouts of 

«>flicial gentlemen and others striving to supplant one another. 

^^tiurs Invisible World very busy against Queen Sophie ! 

l^uler any terms, much more under those of the Double- 

'^iHrriiige, her place in a kindly but suspicious Husband^s 

^ivour was difficult to maintain. Restless aspirants, climbing 

IhiH wiiy or that, by ladder-steps discoverable in this abstruse 

^It^nont, are never wanting, and have the due eavesdropping 

•***'«*llili»M, now here, now there. Queen Sophie and her party 

'^Hvo to walk warily, as if among precipices and pitfalls. Qf 

'^11 which wide welter of extinct contemptibilities, then and 

Mun^ „„ iin|Kjrtant, here and now become minus quantities, 

^«* ii|fa{ii notice the existence, but can undertake no study or 

"••*H«mo44t|on whatever. Two Incidents, the latter of them 

' ''^K n^ar the point where we now are, will sufficiently 

^^-t Uie nMdcr what a welter this was, in which Queen 
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Sophie and her bright little Son, the new Major of the 
Potsdam Giants, had to pass their existence. 

Incident First fell out some six years ago or more, — ^in 
1719, year of the Heidelberg Protestants, of Clement the 
Forger, when his Majesty ^ slept for weeks with a pistol under 
his pillow,^ and had other troubles. His Majesty, on one of 
his journeys, which were always many, was taken suddenly ill 
at Brandenburg, that year : so violently ill, that thinking 
himself about to die, he sent for his good Queen, and made a 
Will appointing her Regent in case of his decease. His 
Majesty quite recovered before long. But Grumkow and the 
Old Dessauer, main aspirants, getting wind of this Will, and 
hunting out the truth of it, — ^what a puddling of the waters 
these two made in consequence ; stirring-up mire and dirt 
round the good Queen, finding she had been preferred to 
them ! ^ Nay,Wilhelmina, in her wild way, believes they had, 
not long after, planned to ^ fire a Theatre ^ about the Edng, 
one afternoon, in Berlin City, and take his life, thereby 
securing for themselves such benefit in prospect as there 
might be ! Not a doubt of it, thinks Wilhelmina : * the 
young Margraf,^ our precious Cousin, of Schwedt, is not he 
SisterVson of that Old Dessauer ? Grandson of the Great 
Elector, even as Papa is. Papa once killed (and our poor 
Crown-Prince also made away with), — that young Margraf, 
and his blue Fox-tiger of an Uncle over him, is King in 
Prussia ! Obviously they meant to bum that Theatre, and 
kill Papa ! ^ This is Wilhelmina's distracted belief ; as, 
doubtless, it was her Mother^s on the day in question : a 
jealous, much-sufiering, transcendently exasperated Mother, as 

uta "^^^* 

Incident Second shows us those two rough Gentlemen 
fallen out of partnership, into open quarrel and even duel. 
* Duel at the Copenick Gate,^ much noised of in the dull old 
IVussian Books, — ^though always in a reserved manner ; not 

1 Wilhelmina, I 26, 29. ' Born 1700 (antea, vol. L p. 402). 
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eren the daie^ as if that were daogeitnu, beiiig clearly given ! 
It came in the wake of that Hanover lYeatj, as is now 
(Cue»ed ; the two having taken opposite sides cm that 
UMasure, and got provoked into ripping-up old sores in 
jemend. Dessau was aganui King George ax^ the Treaty, it 
appean : having his reasons, fiunily-ieasons of old standing : 
Grumkow^ a bribeaUe gentleman, was Jbr^ — having also per- 
hapsi his imsons. Enwgh, it came to altercations, objurga- 
tkfetv betw««fi the two; which rose ever higher, — ^rose at 
Wngth to wager-of-battle. Indignant challenge on the part 
of the Old I>Rsauer; which, however, Grumkow, not re- 
ll^anifxl as a Bitrrsark in the fighting way, regrets that his 
ii\ri«tian {uinciples do not, forsooth, allow him to accept. 
'IVi^ King is appealed to ; the King, being himself, though an 
orthiniox Cliristian, yet a still more orthodox Soldier, decides 
*l%it« on the whole, Greneral Grumkow cannot but accept this 
challenge fnnn the Field-marshal Prince of Dessau. 

IV^ecMU 18 on the field, at the Copenick Gate, accordingly, 
late-Autunin afternoon (I calculate) of the year 1725; — 
waitsi }m(ien(Iy till Grumkow makes his appearance. Grum- 
kow « with a ehosen second, does at last appear ; advances 
IH^UMlvelv with slow steps. Gunpowder Dessau, black as a 
aileu) (liuudeix*loud« draws his sword : and Grumkow — does 
Uot \lraw hisi ; pn^sents it undrawn, with unconditional sub- 
luimUMi aiul A|H)Ii^v : * Slay me, if you like, old Friend, whom 
I have ii^iunnl ! * Whereat Dessau, uttering no word, utter- 
^^m (Milv Houie contemptuous snort, turns his back on the 
hheiuiuieuon; mounts his horse and rides home.^ A divided 
*uau t\\\\\\ {\\\n (inunkow henceforth. The Prince waited on 
h»>e Mi^jt^iv ; signiluxl his sorrow for past estrangements ; his 
M***^*! y\U\\ now to help her, but his total inability, being 
**^*^Uh| liy (inunkow: We are for Halle, Madam, where our 
"^^Ihivni In ; Ihen^ let us sen'e his Majesty, since we cannot 
h»»iHi I « ,Y,^^| j,^ fti^,^ tiie Old Dessauer lives mostly there 
^ ^*Mii% ^HMuiiig i sunk inarticulate in tactics of a truly deep 

***U, (I. «!«• 114* * Wlhclmina, L 90, 93. 
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nature, not stranding on politics of a shallow ; — a man still 
memorable in the mythic traditions of that place. Better to 
drill men to perfection, and invent iron ramrods, against the 
day they shall be needed, than go jostling, on such terms 
with cattle of the Grumkow kind f And thus, we perceive, 
Grumkow is in, and the Old Dessauer out ; and there has 
been * a change of Ministry,' change of * Majesty's- Advisers,* 
brought about ; — ^may the Advice going be wiser now I 

Wliat the young Crown-Prince did, said, thought, in such 
environment, of backstairs diplomacies, female sighs and 
aspirations, Grumkow duels, drillings in the Giant Regiment, 
is not specified for us in the smallest particular, in the ex- 
tensive rubbish-books that have been written about him. 
Ours is, to indicate that such environment was : how a lively 
soul, acted on by it, did not fail to react, chameleon-like 
taking colour from it, and contrariwise taking colour against 
it, must be left to the reader's imagination. One thing we 
have gathered and will not foiget. That the Old Dessauer 
is out, and Grumkow in, — ^that the rugged Son of Gun- 
powder, drilling men henceforth at Halle, and in a dumb way 
meditating tactics as few ever did, has no share in the foul 
enchantments that now supervene at Court. 



CHAPTER VI 

ORDNANCE-MASTER SECKENDORF CROSSES THE 

PALACE ESPLANADE 

Ths Kaiser's terror and embarrassment at the conclusion 
of the Hanover Treaty, as we saw, were extreme. War 
possible or likely ; and nothing but the termagant caprices of 
Elizabeth Famese to depend on : no cash from the Sea- 
Powers ; only cannon-shot, invasion and hostility, from their 
cash and them : What is to be done P To * caress the pride 
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of Spftin * ; to keep alive tke liopeiy in that quarter, of many- 
UK^ tibeir Dod OuIos, tke mppknientaij Infimt, to our eld^ 
Azcbiaciie» ; wkidi indeed kaa aet tke SearPowen dreadfully 
an &[«« iMit vkidi doet lea^ Fuma and Fiacenn quiet fionr 
^ pcHieat. and makes tke ntagmatk Sanction too an affiur 
«f S|«iai^^ o«n : thii ia one l e wimce , thoogh a poor one and 
a iafta4sa^9Q!L Anodier is to make alliance with Runa, by 
Wl ^n«rb< tiie poor little Ixovn Czarina tbere : but is not 
tittS a $cill Mxvr ? And what third is there ! — 

Tbtfor » a thiid woitii bodi the others, could it be got 
gMoir . Ti^ «k<a^ IMcdridi Wilhelm fiom thoee dangenyiu 
Haak'^vr CoBiM<xales» and bring him gently over to onrselveB. 
Ih tk» an arwY of 60,000, in perfiect equipment, and money 
twi aikauxMda them 90l Against oi or for us, — 60,000 pbu or 
lMkiKH> MM :— tiftat will mean 120,000 fighting men ; a 
WMtft wt^chtv itiMtt in anv fieU there is like to be. If it lie 
x^ tii^' (x^«w of human art« let us gain this wild irritated 
Kifij^ Wf l>ru«:»^ l>iure anv henchman of ours venture to go, 
%tth h<^iKv-ca)ki{tk with pattings and cajoleries, and slip the 
ittit(vrvid ttiii»I^ wvU TVHind the snout of that rugged ursine 
amttval ^ An imcutKl bear* of dangerous proportions, and 
l\ft»tl\ imtat^l a^xist u$ at present ? Our experienced 
^VMAV^«kiyAr« iViuaiKV-Master and Diplomatist, Graf von 
Sf\*Kvttsls>rt\ a ^.vudtcM\tivHt$ lV>te$tant« and the cunningest of 
»»^K aIxIx* tv^ Ihr tv* all l^i^th*. — dare he try it ? He has 
^H'^^t lit all ^wArtirtf* of the world ; and lied in all, where 
tH><\Uul , 5uk1 M\^l money in all : he will try it, and will 
^^Kwxxt in it tvv ! ^ 

^"^o Se\\>KKl Act* therefore* of this foolish World-Drama of 

**^ *VH\W<wMarrias^ i^t^ns.— <» the 11th May 1726, to- 

>*Hi\ix xuu»^t% in the TiJ^Mgie of the Berlin Falace, as we 

K^ttivr t\\^^ latKunou^ comparis^m of windy Pollnitz with 

^* ^^v i^HlUtiuct witiiwses of a dreary nature, — ^in the foUow- 

* IVUuil,^ it 135: SttnieU liL 544 ; Fiwter, iL 59; in. 135, 239. 
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Prussian Majesty sits smoking at the window ; nothing 
particular going on. A square-built shortish steelgray 
Grentleman, of military cut, past fifty, is strolling over the 
ScMosspkUz (spacious Square in front of the Palace), con- 
spicuous amid the sparse populations there ; pensively re- 
creating himself, in the yellow sunlight and long shadows, as 
after a day^s hard labour or travel. ^ Who is that P ^ in- 
quires Friedrich Wilhelm, suspending his tobacco. Grumkow 
answers cautiously, after survey : He thinks it must be 
Ordnance-Master Seckendorf ; who was with him to-day ; 
passing on rapidly towards Denmark, on business that will not 
wait — < Experienced Feldzeugmeister Graf von Seckendorf, 
whom we stand in correspondence with, of late, and were 
expecting about this time ? Whom we have known at the 
Siege of Stralsund, nay,ever since the Marlborough times and 
the Siege of Menin, in war and peace; and have always 
reckoned a solid reasonable man and soldier : Why has he 
not come to us ? ' — * Your Majesty,^ confesses Grumkow, * his 
business is so pressing ! Business in Denmark will not wait. 
Seckendorf owned he had come slightly round in his eagerness 
to see our grand Review at Tempelhof the day after to- 
morrow : What soldier would omit the sight (so he was 
pleased to intimate) of soldiering carried to the non-plus- 
ultra ? But he hoped to do it quite incognito, among the 
general public ; — and then to be at the gallop again : not 
able to have the honour of paying his court at this time.** — 
* Court ? Narren-Possen (Nonsense) ! ' answers Friedrich 
Wilhelm, — and opening the window, beckons Seckendorf up, 
with his own royal head and hand. The conversation of a 
man who had rational sense, and could tell him anything, 
were it only news of foreign parts in a rational manner, was 
always welcome to Friedrich Wilhelm. 

Aiid so Seckendorf, how can he help it, is installed in 
the Tabagie; glides into pleasant conversation there. A 
captivating talker; solid for religion, for the rights of 
Grermany against intrusive French and others : such insight. 
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crdiadaxy, sense and ingenuity; pleasant to hear; and all 

with the due quantity of oil, though he ^ both snuffles and 
lisps'; and has privately, in case of need, a capacity of 
lying, — for he curiously distills you any lie, in his religious 
alembics, till it become tolerable to his conscience, or even 
palatable, as elixirs are; — capacity of double-distiUed lying 
probably the greatest of his day. — Seckendorf assists at the 
grand Review, 13th May 1726; witnesses with unfeigned 
admiration the non-plus-ultra of manceuvering, and, in fact, 
the general management, military and other, of this admirable 
King.^ Seckendorf, no question of it, will do his Denmark 
business swiftly, then, since your Majesty is pleased so to wish. 
Seckendorf, sure enough, will return swiftly to such a King, 
whose familiar company, vouchsafed him in this noble manner, 
he likes, — O how he likes it ! 

In a week or two, Seckendorf is back to Berlin ; attends 
his Majesty on the annual Military Tour through Preussen ; 
attends him everywhere, becoming quite a necessary of life 
to his Majesty ; and does not go away at all. SeckendorTs 
business, if his Majesty knew it, will not lead him * away ' ; 
but lies here on this spot ; and is now going on ; the magic- 
apparatus, Grumkow the mainspring of it, getting all into 
ipiar ! Grumkow was once clear for King George and the 
Hanover Treaty, having his reasons then; but now he has 
other reasons, and is clear against those foreign connexions. 
• HuK hah — Yes, my estimable, justly powerful Herr von 
iJnuwkow, here is a little Pension of 1000 ducats (only 
ytfOi as yotX which the Imperial Majesty, thinking of 
tho «n^"ico you may do IVussia and (Jermany and him, 
-i^ciouslv annmands me to present ;— only 500/. by the 
t.>Ar rts Vet ; but there shall he no lack of money if we 

''*^ Vu U» t»M't^^ *'^* «^'*" **■" Bl^fk- Artists, of the first quality, 
K»sx *«» <»»*- x»KXW*M^H>s KrietWch Wilhelm ; and Seckendorf, 

> >V ^H.t> «. t W s K«i««n«nn. pp. 367. 368. 

. »W«*.. «> *Xv ».» • *« '•*« •'• "*• "'• '57- '^ 
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for the next seven years, will stick to Friedrich Wilhelm like 
his shadow; and fascinate his whole existence and him, as 
few wizards could have done. Friedrich Wilhelm, like St. 
Paul in Melita, warming his innocent hands at the fire of 
dry branches here kindled for him, — what miracle of a 
venomous serpent is this that has fixed itself upon his finger ? 
To Friedrich Wilhelm^s enchanted sense it seems a bird-of- 
paradise, trustfully perching there ; but it is of the whip- 
snake kind, or a worse ; and will stick to him tragically, if 
also comically, for years to come. The world has seen the 
comedy of it, and has howled scornful laughter upon Fried- 
rich Wilhelm for it : but there is a tragic side, not so well 
seen into, where tears are due to the poor Edng; and to 
certain others horsewhips, and almost gallows-ropes, are due ! 
— ^Yes, had Seckendorf and Grumkow both been well hanged, 
at this stage of the affair, whereby the affair might have 
soon ended on fair terms, it had been welcome to mankind ; 
welcome surely to the present Editor, for one ; such a saving 
to him, of time wasted, of disgust endured ! And indeed it 
is a solaoement he has often longed for, in these dreary opera- 
tions of his. But the Fates appointed otherwise; we have 
all to accept our Fate ! — 

Grumkow is sworn to Imperial orthodoxy, then, — ^pro- 
bably the vulpine mind (so to term it) went always rather 
that way, and only his interest the other ; — Grumkow is well 
bribed, supplied for bribing others where needful ; stands 
orthodox now, imder peril of his very head. All things 
have been got distilled into the palatable state, spiritual and 
economic, for oneself and one^s grand Trojan-Horse of a 
Grumkow : and the adventure proceeds apace. Seckendorf 
sits nightly in the Tabagie (a kind of * Smoking Parliament,^ 
as we shall see anon) ; attends on all promenades and jour- 
neys : one of the wisest heads, and so pleasant in discourse, 
he is grown indispensable, and a necessary of life to us. 
Seckendorfs Biographer computes, < he must have ridden, in 
those seven years, continually attending his Majesty, above 
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will wait, we will wait ! ^ thinks his Prussian Majesty : — 

•Who knows?' 

* Bat then Jiilich and Berg ! ' urges he always ; * Britannic 
ICajesty and the Blitz Franzosen were to secure me the rever- 
sion there. That was the essential point ! ' — ^For this too 
Ezcellenz has a remedy ; works out gradually a remedy from 
headquarters, the amiable dextrous man : • Kaiser will do the 
like, your Majesty ; Kaiser himself will secure it you ! ' — ^In 
brief, some three months after Seckendorfs instalment as 
Eaifler'^s jMinister, not yet five months since his appearance 
in the Schlossplatz that May evening, — ^it is now Hunting- 
season, and we are at Wusterhauseii ; Majesty, his two Black- 
Artists and the proper satellites on both sides all there, — a 
new and opposite Treaty, in extreme privacy, on the 12th of 
October 17S6, is signed at that sequestered Hunting-Schloss : 
' Treatjr of Wusterhausen ' so-called ; which was once very 
£Buaious and mysterious, and caused many wigs to wag. Wigs 
to wag, in those days especially, when knowledge of it was 
first had ; the rather as only half knowledge could be had of 
it ;— or can, mourns Dryasdust, who has still difficulties about 
some * secret articles ^ in the Document*^ Courage, my friend ; 
they are now of no importance to any creature. 

The essential purport of this Treaty,' l^ble to all eyes, is 
* Tliat Friedrich WUhelm silently drops the Hanover Treaty 
and Blitz Franzosen ; and explicitly steps over to the Kaiser^s 
side ; stipulates to assist the Kaiser with so many thousand, 
i£ attacked in Germany by any Blitz Franzose or intrusive 
Foreigner whatever. In return for which, the Kaiser, besides 
assisting Prussia in the like case with a like quotity of 
thousands, engages, in circuitous chancery language. To be 
helpful, and humanly speaking effectual, in that grand matter 
of Jiilich and Berg ; — somewhat in the following strain ; " To 
our Imperial mind it does appear the King of Prussia has 
manifest right to the succession in Jiilich and Berg ; right 

1 Bochholz, L 94 If . 

« Giren in t^$nso (without the secret srtides) in Fdrater, iv. i59-i66. 
VOL. n. 
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^ , [nth Oct. 1796 

Ri jc cnvs Eficferginek of 1624, not to speak of 

the Impoial mind, as saprane judge of 
Rexk vill not &il to decide this Cause 
^^2?;L7. dknjd it oobk to that But we hope it 
=*7 "^^i A ^^ betser course: for the Imperial mind will 
*^:=^*^jrir»^T <*K &>?c: penoadio^ Kar-P6dz to oomplj peace- 
A^i; . 1:1c f^nsi "^Vreakg to have something done, that way. 

Imperial 



::: lie T -jci joc Bery aatter. Bat it was tcit necessary to 
':2V ::r-«7rToi2» . ruL' t r erj itryage^ — inasmuch as the Imperial 
iLJzc.. ie«crvo< jkiA> to secise Kur-Pblz's help in thia soie 
<zrs&N. ':uii« i^x:: thnee months ago«' e^ressly engaged to 
Krr-P^fcJ^ T^: J;:jxh and Berg shoald ik^ go to Friedrich 
WViiCta -ji tiers of tbe o«d IXwd, but to Kur-Pfalz's Cousins 
^' Sc'.rciarc^ "■tx.icr :be vvi geEtJeman ^in spite of Deeds) was 
Xwcrr^t;: r*" ycefe TSese is do doubt about that fact, 
*Sx:: :>•*: w.t'^^vxir.r^ i»ir of fAct^^ To such straits is a 
ir.^vc: wb«: be i^?:? oe» into specti>^hunting. 
W,> V :hf *x30f tArnocs^ :vw ic^r^otten, • Tieatv of Wuster- 
cr*^ V^h iVtoSfr IT^O '; wiich proved so consolatory to 
-V Xats^t ::•. :h&t *Jr«fci cris* of his Spectre-Hunt ; and the 
ofcvc* v^t >»h\-ii ATP vesT rsibi'e in this History, if nowhere 
^■*!<' It c^uciit-ur :he IV^isssAn-English Double-Marriage; 
a. N-Sivi :t ;r.Vo tinr h;a?^ txio of Imperial Spectre Politics, 
»f V 5*>^ A* -*-• #»^**yr^ A3>i swarings of the Terrestrial Libra 
•St j^^vci^; ATjd rj<*r> brvAe the heart of se\'eral Royal 
;\^vw . *^" A r.>cKK«Njc i^v^wn-lVlnce. among others. Which 
i^x: v^' rs^*. j^rrttv r.v.x"iu its 5oio cl^m to be ever mentioned 
,,i;«i :\ bx :.\v/.V::xi, A# there w^< no perfonnance, nor an 
^v.:^v.': *^? a;;^* ir. tl»t JV/^vh-Berj: nwitter, Excellenz Secken- 
.^vv< h*.^, the t^4. h«xv%^h itf kopping, by art-magic or the 
^ .,r<'-,%AV,:T*; ••rjctyKxi. that is. hv mere help of Grumkow and 
;V »V^'V >,>> |>\w»iA« Ma;«ity stvAdy to the Kaiser never- 

s^,% ^O \«- >***^- uv5i A^^fw: ir** (FvM«er, ii 71). 
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llieless. Always well-divided from the English especially. 
Which the Excellency Seckendorf managed to do. For six or 
seven years coming; or, in fact, till these Spectre-chasings 
ended, or ran elsewhither for consummation. Steady always, 
jealous of the English; sometimes nearly mad, but always 
ready as a primed cannon : so Friedrich Wilhelm was accord- 
ingly managed to be kept ; — ^his own Household gone almost 
into delirium; he himself looking out, with loyally fierce 
survey, for any Anti-Eaiser War : * When do we go off, then ? * 
— though none ever came. And indeed nothing came ; and 
except those torments to young Friedrich and others, it 
was all Nothing. One of the strangest pieces of Black- Art 
ever done. 

Excellenz Seckendorf, whom Friedrich Wilhelm so loves, is 
by no means a beautiful man ; far the reverse. Bodily, — and 
the spirit corresponds, — a stiff-backed, petrified, stony, in- 
scrutable-looking, and most imbeautiful old Intriguer. Por- 
traits of him, which are frequent, tell all one story. The 
brow puckered together, in a wide web of wrinkles from each 
temple, as if it meant to hide the bad pair of eyes, which 
look suspicion, inquiry, apprehension, habit of double-distilled 
mendacity ; the indeterminate projecting chin, with its thick, 
chapped under-lip, is shaken out, or shoved out, in mill-hopper 
fashion, — as if to swallow anything there may be, spoken 
thing or other, and grind it to profitable meal for itself. 
Spiritually he was an old Soldier let for hire ; an old Intriguer, 
liar, Fighter, what you like. Wliat we may call a himian 
Soul standing like a hackney-coach, this half-century past, with 
head, tongue, heart, conscience, at the hest of a discerning 
public and its shilling. 

There is considerable faculty, a certain stiff-necked strength 
in the old fellow ; in fact, nature had been rather kind to 
him ; and certainly his Uncle and . Guardian, — ^the distin- 
guished Seckendorf who did the Histaria Luiheramiandy a RUtevy 
and man of good mark, in Ernst the Pious of Saxe-Gotha^s 
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close-fisted strength, all grown wooden or stony ; yet some 
little well of human sympathy does lie far in the interior : one 
wishes, after all (since he could not be got hanged in time for 
us), good days to his poor old Wife and him ! He both lisps 
and snuffles, as was mentioned; writes cunningly acres of 
despatches to Prince Eugene ; never swears, though a military 
man, except on great occasions one oath, Jami-bleu^ — which 
is perhaps some flash-note version of Chair-de-DieUj like 
Parbleu^ ^Zounds and the rest of them, which the Devil cannot 
prosecute you for ; whereby an economic man has the pleasure 
of swearing on cheap terms. 

Herr PoUnitz^s account of Seckendorf is unusually emphatic ; 
babbling Pollnitz rises into a strain of pulpit eloquence, in- 
spired by indignation, on this topic : * He affected Grerman 
downrightness, to which he was a stranger; and followed, 
under a deceitful show of piety, all the principles of Macchiavel. 
With the most sordid love of money he combined boorish 
manners. lies ^ (of the distilled kind chiefly) ^ had so become 
a habit with him, that he had altogether lost notion of em- 
ploying truth in speech. It was the soul of a usurer, inhabit- 
ing now the body of a war-captain, now transmigrating into 
that of a huckster. False oaths, and the abominablest base- 
nesses, cost him nothing, so his object might be reached. He 
was miserly with his own, but lavish with his Master's money ; 
daily he gave most striking proofis of both these habitudes. 
And this was the man whom we saw, for a space of time, at 
the head of the Eaiser^s Armies, and at the helm of the State 
and of the Grerman Empire,^ ^ — Shaving done the Prussian 
affair so well. 

This cunning old Gentleman, to date from the autumn of 
1726, may be said to have taken possession of Friedrich 
Wilhelm ; to have gone into him, Grumkow and he, as two 
devils would have done in the old miraculous times : and, in 
many senses, it was they, not the nominal proprietor, that 
lived Friedrich Wilhelm^s life. For the next seven years, a 

> PoUnitz, ii 238. 
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confused exaggerations and distortions of all kinds. Not 
mendaciously written anjrwhere, yet erroneously everywhere. 
Wilhelmina had no knowledge of the magical machinery that 
was at work : she vaguely suspects Grumkow and Seckendorf ; 
but does not guess, in the mad explosions of Papa, that two 
devils have got into Papa, and are doing the mischief. Trust- 
ing to memory alone, she misdates, mistakes, misplaces; 
jumbles all things topsy-turvy; — ^giving, on the whole, an 
image of affairs which is altogether oblique, dislocated, 
exaggerative ; and whidi, in fine, proves unintelligible, if you 
try to construe it into a fact or thing done. Yet her 
Human Narrative, in that wide waste of merely Pedant 
Maunderings, is of great worth to us. A green tree, a leafy 
grove, better or worse, in the wilderness of dead bones and 
sand, — ^how welcome ! Many other Books have been written 
on the matter ; but these, to my experience, only darken it 
more and more. Pull Wilhelmina straight, the best you can ; 
deduct a twenty-five or sometimes even a seventy-five per cent, 
from the exaggerative portions of her statement ; you will find 
her always true, lucid, charmingly human ; and by far the best 
authority on this part of her Brother^s History. State-Papers 
to some extent have also been printed on the matter ; and of 
written State-Papers, here in England and elsewhere, this 
Editor has had several hundred-weights distilled for him : 
but except as lights hung out over Wilhelmina, nothing yet 
known, of published or manuscript, can be r^arded as good 
for mudi. 

O Heavens, had one but seven-league boots, to get across 
that inane country, — a bottomless whirlpool of dust and cob- 
webs in many places ; — ^where, at any rate, we had so little to 
do ! Elucidating, rectifying, painfully contrasting, comparing, 
let us try to work-out some conceivable picture of this strange 
Imperial Mitch ado about nothings and get our unfortunate 
Crown-Prince, and our unfortunate selves, alive through it. 
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is by no means a lawless Monarch; nor are his Prussians 
slaves by any means : they are patient, stout-hearted, subject 
men, with a very considerable quantity of radical fire, very 
well covered in; prevented from idle explosions, bound to 
a respectful demeanour, and especially to hold their tongues as 
much as possible. 

Friedrich Wilhelm has not the least shadow of a Constitu- 
tional Parliament, nor even a Privy-Council, as we understand 
it ; his Ministers being in general mere Clerks to register and 
execute what he had otherwise resolved upon : but he had 
his TabakS'CoUegiufny Tobacco-College, Smoking Congress, 
Tabagief whidi has made so mudi noise in the world, and 
which, in a rough natural way, affords him the uses of a 
Parliament, on most cheap terms, and without the formidable 
inconveniences attached to that kind of Institution. A 
Parliament reduced to its simplest expression, and, instead of 
Parliamentary eloquence, provided with Dutch claypipes and 
tobacco : so we may define this celebrated Tabagie of FViedrich 
Wilhelm's. 

Tabagies were not uncommon among German Sovereigns 
of that epoch : George i. at Hanover had his Smoking- 
room, and select smoking Party on an evening; and even 
at London, as we noticed, smoked nightly, wetting his 
royal throat with thin beer, in presence of his fat and 
of his lean Mistress, if there were no other company. 
Tobacco, — ^introduced by the Swedish soldiers in the Thirty- 
Years War, say some; or even by the English soldiers 
in the Bohemian or Palatinate b^innings of said War, 
say others ; — ^tobacco, once shown them, was enthusiastically 
adopted by the German populations, long in want of such 
an article; and has done important multifarious functions 
in that country ever since. For truly, in Politics, Morality, 
and all departments of their Practical and Speculative 
affisiirs, we may trace its influences, good and bad, to 
this day. 

Influences generally bad ; pacificatory but bad, engaging 
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pressed, with a smile in it, which perhaps is not all of 
joy: 

'Tobacoo-smoke is the one element in which^ hj our European manners^ 
men can sit silent together without embarrassment^ and where no man is 
bound to speak one word more than he has actually and veritably got to 
say. Nay^ rather every man is admonished and enjoined by the laws of 
honour, and even of personal ease, to stop short of that point ; at all 
events, to hold his peace and take to his pipe again, the instant he ha$ 
spoken his meaning, if he chance to have any. The results of which 
salutary practice, if introduced into Constitutional Parliaments, might 
evidently be incalculable. The essence of what little intellect and insight 
there is in that room : we shall or can get nothing more out of any 
Parliament; and sedative, gently-soothing, gently-dariiying tobacco- 
smoke (if the room were well ventilated, open atop, and the air kept 
good), with the obligation to a minimum of speech, surely gives human 
intellect and insight the best chance they can have. Best chance, instead 
of the worst chance as at present : ah me, ah me, who will reduce fools 
to silence again in any measure ? Who will deliver men from this hideous 
nightmare of Stump-Oratory, under which the grandest Nations are 
choking to a nameless death, bleeding (too truly) from mouth and nose 
and ears, in our sad days ? ' 

This Tobaoco-C)ollege is the Gnimkow-and-Seckendorf chief 
field of action. These two gentlemen understand thoroughly 
the nature of the Prussian Tobacco-Parliament ; have studied 
the conditions of it to the most intricate cranny : no English 
Whipper-in or eloquent Premier knows his St. Stephen^s 
bett^, or how to hatch a measure in that dim hot element. 
By hint, by innuendo ; by contemplative smoke, speech and 
forbearance to speak; often looking one way and rowing 
another, — ^they can touch the secret springs, and guide in a 
surprising maimer the big dangerous I^reship (for such every 
State-Parliament is) towards the haven they intend for it. 
Most dextrous Parliament-men (Smoke -Parliament) ; no 
Walpole, no Dundas, or immortal Pitt, First or Second, is 
cleverer in Parliamentary practice. For their Kreship, 
though smaller than the British, is veiy dangerous withal. 
Look at this, for instance: Seckendorf, one evening, fisr 
contrary to his wont, whidi was prostrate respect in easy 
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Festivities, with natural colloquy or parki/ing between King 
and Nobles ensuing thereupon, and what wisest consultation 
concerning the arduous things of the realm the circumstances 
gave rise to. Such parleyings or consultations, — always two 
in number in r^ard to every matter, it would seem, or even 
three ; one sober, one drunk, and one just after being drunk, 
— ^proving of extreme service in practice, grew to be Parlia- 
ment, with its three readings, and what not. 

A Smoking-room,— with wooden furniture, we can suppose, 
— ^in each of his Majesty^s royal Palaces, was set apart for 
this evening service, and became the Tabagie of his Majesty. 
A Tabagie-room in the Berlin Schloss, another in the Pots- 
dam, if the cicerone had any knowledge, could still be pointed 
out : — but the Tohaoco-pipes that are shown as Friedrich 
Wilhelm'^s in the Eunstkammer or Museimi of Berlin, pipes 
which no rational smoker, not compelled to it, would have 
used, awaken just doubt as to the cicerones ; and you leave 
the Locality of the Tabagie a thing conjectural. In summer 
season, at Potsdam and in country situations, Tabagie could 
be held under a tent : we expressly know, his Majesty held 
Tabagie at Wusterhausen nightly on the Steps of the big 
Fountain, in the Outer Court there. Issuing from Wuster- 
hausen Schloss, and its little clipped lindens, by the western 
side ; passing the sentries, bridge and black ditch, with live 
Prussian eagles, vicious black bears, you come upon the royal 
Tabagie of Wusterhausen ; covered by an awning, I should 
think; sending forth its bits of smoke-clouds, and its hum 
of human talk, into the wide free Desert round. Any room 
that was large enough, and had height of ceiling, and air- 
drculation and no cloth-furniture, would do : and in each 
Palace is one, or more than one, that has been fixed upon 
and fitted out for that object 

A high large Room, as the Engravings (mostly worthless) 
give it us : contented saturnine human figures, a dozen or so 
of them, sitting round a large long Table, frimished for the 
occasion; long Dutch pipe in the mouth of each man; 
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ruthless scythe of Friedrich Wilhelm, ruthlessly mowing his 
field dear, in the manner we saw at his Accession. Whereby 
learned grandiloquent Gundling, mudi addicted to liquor by 
this time, and turning the comer of forty, saw himself cast 
forth into the general wilderness ; that is to say, walking the 
streets of Berlin, with no resources but what lay within him- 
self and his own hungry skin. Mudi given to liquor too. 
How he lived, for a year or two after this,»-erudite pen and 
braggart fongue his only resources, — ^were tragical to say. 
At length a famous Tavern-keeper, the ^ Leipzige PoUer-Hans 
(Leipzig Kill-Cow, or BoMerous-Jacky as they call him, 
finding what a dungeon of erudite talk this Gundling was, and 
how gentlemen got entertained by him, gave Gundling the run 
of his Tavern (or, I fear, only a seat in the drinking-room) ; 
and it was here that Greneral Grumkow found him, talking 
big, and disserting de amm scibili^ to the andent Berlin gentle- 
men over their cups. 

A very Dictionary of a man ; who knows, in a manner, all 
things ; and is by no means ignorant that he knows them : 
Would not this man suit his Majesty ? thought Grumkow ; 
and brought him to Majesty, to read the Newspapers and 
explain eveiything. Date is not given, or hinted at; but 
inddentally we find Gundling in full blast *in the year 
1718 \^ and conclude his instalment was a year or two 
before. Gundling came to his Majesty from the Taproom of 
Boisterous- Jack ; read the Newspapers, and explained every- 
thing : such a Dictionary-in-breeches (much given to liquor) 
as his Majesty had got, was never seen before. Working 
into the man, his Majesty, who had a great taste for such 
things, discovered in him such mines of coU^e-leaming, 
court-learning, without end ; self-conceit, and depth of appe- 
tite, not less considerable : in fine, such Chaotic Blockheadism 
with the oonsdousness of being Wisdom, as was wondrous to 
behold,— as filled his Majesty, especially, with laughter and 
joyful amazement. Here are mines of native Darkness and 

> VoQ LoeD, JIMfu SckriftiHf L aoi (cited in Fonter, i 260). 
VOL. U. F 
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heels ^ : on his learned head sat an immense cloud-periwig of 
white goatVhair (the man now growing towards fifty) ; in the 
hat a red feather : — ^in this guise he walked the streets, the 
gold Key of Kammerherr (Chamberlain) conspicuously hang- 
ing at his ooat-breast ; and looked proudly down upon the 
world, when sober. Alas, he was often not sober ; and fiends 
in human shape were ready enough to take advantage of his 
unguarded situation. No man suffered ruder tarring-and- 
feathering ; — and his only comfort was his bane withal, that 
he had, under sudi conditions, the use of the royal cellars, 
and could always command good liquor there. 

His illustrious scarlet coat, by tumblings in the ditch, soon 
got dirty to a d^pree ; and exposed him to the biting censures 
of his Majesty, anxious for the respectability of his Hofraths. 
One day, two wicked Captains, finding him prostrate in some 
lone place, cut off his Kammerherr Key ; and privately gave it 
to his Majesty. Majesty, in Tabagie, notices Gundling^s ooat- 
breast : ' Where is your Key, then, Herr Kammerherr ? ^ < Hm, 
hah — ^unfortunately lost it, Ihro Majestat!^ — ^Tost it, say 
you ? ^ and his Majesty looks dreadfully grave. — *• Key lost ? ^ 
thinks Tabagie, grave Seckendorf included : < Jamvileuy that 
is something serious ! ^ ^ As if a Soldier were to drink his 
musket !^ thinks l^s Majesty : ' And what are the laws, if an 
ignorant fellow is sho^ and a learned wise one escapes?^ 
Here is matter for a deliberative Tabagie ; and to poor 
Gundling a bad outlook, fatal or short of fatal. He had 
better not even drink mudi; but dispense with consolation, 
and keep his wits about him, till this squall pass. After 
much deliberating, it is found that the royal clemency can be 
extended; and an outlet devised, under conditions. Next 
Tabagie, a servant enters with one of the biggest trays in the 
world, and upon it a < Wooden Key gilt, about an ell long^ : 
this gigantic implement is solemnly hung round the repentant 
Kammeriierr ; this he shall wear publicly as penance, and be 
upon his behaviour, till the royal mind can relent. Figure 
the poor blockhead till that happen! <0n recovering his 
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scientific PedlarVFrendi ; doing nothing that I can see, 
except annually the Berlin Almanac^ which they live upon ? 
Let them live upon it, and be thankful ; with Gundling for 
their head man.^ 

Academy of Sciences makes its Almanac j and some peculium 
of profit by it ; lectures perhaps a little < on Anatomy ^ (good 
for something, that, in his Majesty'^s mind) ; but languishes 
without encouragement during the present reign. Has his 
Majesty no prize-questions to propose^ then? None, or 
worse. He once officially put these learned Associates upon 
ascertaining for him < Why Qiampagne foamed ? ^ They, with 
a hidden vein of pleasanizy, required < material to experiment 
upon.^ Friedrich Wilhelm sent them a dozen, or certain 
dozens; and the matter proved insoluble to this day. No 
King, scarcely any man, had less of reverence for the Sciences 
so-called ; for Aouiemic culture, and the art of the Talking- 
Schoolmaster in general ! A King obtuse to the fine Arts, 
especially to the vocal Arts, in a high degree. Literary fame 
itself he regards as mountebank fame ; the art of writing big 
admirable folios is little better to him than that of vomiting 
long coils of wonderful ribbon, for the idlers of the marketplace; 
and he bear-baits his Gundling, in this manner, as phosphores- 
cent blockhead of the first magnitude, worthy of nothing better. 

Nay, it is but lately (17S3 the exact year) that he did his 
ever-memorable feat in regard to Wolf and his Philosophy, at 
Halle. Illustrious Wolf was recognised, at that time, as the 
second greater Leibnitz, and Head-Philosopher of Nature, who 
* by mathematical method ^ had as it were taken Nature in the 
fact, and illuminated everything, so that whosoever ran might 
read, — ^which all manner of people then tried to do, but have 
now quite ceased trjdng *by the Wolf-method': — Immortal 
Wolf, somewhat of a stiff, reserved himiour, inwardly a little 
proud, and not wanting in private contempt of the con- 
temptible, had been accused of heterodos^ by the Halle 
Theologians. Immortal Wolf, croakily satirical withal, had 
of course defended himself; and of course got into a shoreless 
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■Mk m -t Bii-u » «y «t& tiw Halle Uteologiaiia ; pattering his 
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3takM ji tiitiTv but injured nulaao(d>er Wolf, and injuring 
f^vtiMi^MO l.<n^* 'X vix vend. Some practical military 
iktei. «.« ^'«i :w 5*kif-up with shadows, it likeliest was, ' In 
v^ou'^ -MuiK-. «a«c 3! :h« ml truth of alt that ? ' inquired his 
V..ii«^.. M 'J* iTartical man: 'Doa Wolf teadi hellish 
j«^->Miwv » l-ttijCV ^^^ ">' hea^-enlr, as himself aays?'' 
■ * M..«>>> Moihtf auLoIr, I should think, and scientific PedlarV 
>T»Mt,-j, ttciiwftM the pnurtScal man : *But thev say he has 
,Mk- ji.vtHiw aX-u! <Mths. and what he calls foundation of 
jt,v<., *-iiva I C.M not like. Not a heavenly doctrine that 
V-,\H. .'^lc :->t»^ *nv of TOUT Majestys grenadiers might 
A-.,*. WW '*• a* ^ *i>»* "*> *"• •g*"'>st G<"* ■ ' * Friedrich 
Hnck-iIm "k** ""^ *■ (WKOLVsm of honor; instantly redacted 
v*» lfe*'»^ vXvtw * ^whxh w still otant among the curiosities 
•K I •i.-«ww» *•««(«¥ Wolf to quit Halle and the 
>.««.Mi 'AtuiiiiV*** b*¥ a»J bd^^jpige. forerermope, within 
A.-.W (.H'"* Vhips. * V* ATirr ifc» Stnmgfs, under pain of 

j__. «■•—;». i. ! -Sio; » «i»*k astfeenlic ueomit of Wolf, uid 
'^Noi^iwJw^ .r>n»tot«^ <nu dm LtttM XimigFri4Aith 
, SMMlAdV «•?» «>.' >**J- 
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Halter : the Head-Philosopher of Nature, found too late, 
will be hanged, as if he were a sheepstealer ; hanged, and no 
mistake! Poor Wolf gathered himself together, wife and 
baggage ; girded-up his loins ; and ran with the due dispatch. 
He is now found sheltered under Hessen-Darmstadt, at 
Marburg, professing something there ; and all the intellect of 
the world is struck with astonishment, and with silent or vocal 
pity for the poor man. — ^It is but fair to say, Friedridi 
Wilhelm, gradually taking notice of the world^s humour in 
regard to this, began to have his own misgivings; and 
determined to read some of WolTs Books for himself. 
Reading in Wolf, he had sense to discern that here was a man 
of undeniable talent and integrity ; that the Practical Military 
judgment, loading with the iron ramrod, had shot wide of the 
mark, in this matter ; and, in short, that a palpable bit of 
foul-play had been done. This was in 1733 ; — ^ten years 
after the shot, when his Majesty saw, with his own eyes, how 
wide it had gone. He applied to Wolf earnestly, more than 
once, to come back to him : Halle, Frankfurt, any Prussian 
University with a vacancy in it, was now wide open to Wolf. 
But Wolf knew better : Wolf, with bows down to the ground, 
answered always evadingly ; — and never would come back till 
the New Reign b^an. 

Friedrich Wilhelm knew little of Book-learning or Book- 
writing; and his notion of it is very shocking to us. But the 
fact is, O reader. Book-writing is of two kinds : one wise, and 
may be among the wisest of eartihly things ; the other foolish, 
sometimes far beyond what can be reached by himian nature 
elsewhere. Blockheadism, Unwisdom, while silent, is reckoned 
bad; but Blockheadism getting vocal, able to speak per- 
suasively, — ^have you considered that at all ? Human Opacity 
fedling into Phosphorescence ; that is to say, becoming luminous 
(to itself and to many mortals) by the very excess of it, by the 
very bursting of it into putrid fermentation; — all other 
forms of Chaos are cosmic in comparison ! — Our poor Friedridi 
Wilhelm had seen only Gundlings among the Book-writing 



CHAP. VII.] TOBACCO-PARLIAMENT 89 

17*6] 

come to the Tabagie, they knock-in a panel of his door ; and 
force him out with crackers, fireworks, rockets and malodorous 
projectiles. Once the poor blockhead, becoming human for a 
moment, went clean away ; to Halle where his Brother was, or 
to some safer place : but the due inveiglements, sublime 
apologies, increase of titles, salaries, were used ; and the in- 
dispensable Phosphorescent Blockhead, and President of the 
Academy of PedlarVFrench, was got back. Drink remained 
always as his consolation ; drink, and the deathless Volumes 
he was writing and printing. Sublime returns came to him, 
— Eaiser^s Portrait set in diamonds, on one occasion, — ^for his 
Presentation Copies in high quarters : immortal fame, is it not 
his clear portion ; still more clearly abundance of good wine. 
Friedridi Wilhelm did not let him want for Titles ; — ^raised 
him at last to the Peerage ; drawing out the Diploma and 
Armorial Blazonry, in a truly Friedrich- Wilhelm manner, with 
his own hand. The Gundlings, in virtue of the transcendent 
intellect and merits of this Founder Gundling, are, and are 
hereby declared to be, of Baronial dignity to the last scion of 
them ; and in < all Ritter-Retmen (Tournaments), Battles, 
Fights, Camp-pitchings, Sealings, Signetings, shall and may 
use the abovesaid Shield of Arms,'* — ^if it can be of any 
advantage to them. A Prussian Majesty who gives us 150/. 
yearly, with board and lod^g and the run of his cellar, and 
honours such as these, is not to be lightly sneezed away, though 
of queer humours now and then. The highest Personages, as 
we said, more than once made gifts to Gundling ; miniatures 
set in diamonds ; purses of a hundred ducats : even Gundling, 
it was thought, might throw-in a word, mad or otherwise, 
which would bear fruit. It was said of him, he never spoke 
to harm anybody with his Majesty. The poor blown-up block- 
head was radically not ill-natured, — at least, if you let his 
^ phosphorescences ^ alone. 

But the grandest explosions, in Tobacco-Parliament, were 
producible, when you got Two literary fools ; and, as if with 
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wise Grenerars recommending it, he was, as a preliminaiy, 
introduced to the Tabagie at least. Here is the celebrated 
Gundling; there is the celebrated Fassmann. Positive 
Leyden-jar, with negative dose by : in each of these two men 
lodges a full-charged fiery electric virtue of self-conceit ; de- 
structive each of tiie other, — could a conductor be discovered. 
Conductors are discoverable, conductors are not wanting ; and 
many are the explosions between these mutually-destructive 
human varieties; — welcomed with hilarious, rather vacant, 
huge horse-laughter, in this Tobacco-Parliament and Synod of 
the Houyhnms. 

Of which take this acme; and then end. Fassmann, a 
fellow not without sarcasm and sharpness, as you may still see^ 
has one evening provoked Gundling to the transcendent 
pitch, — ^till words are weak, and only action will answer. 
Gundling, driven to the exploding point, suddenly seizes hi» 
Dutch smoking-pan, of peat-charcoal ashes and redhot sand ; 
and dashes it in the face of Fassmann ; who is of course dread- 
fully astonished thereby, and has got his very eyebrows bumt^ 
not to speak of other injuries. Stand to him, Fassmann I 
Fassmann stands to him tightly, being the better man as well 
as the more satirical ; grasps Gundling by the collar, wrenches 
him about, lays him at last over his knee, sitting-part upper- 
most ; slaps said sitting-part (poor sitting-part that had broken 
the ice of Wusterhausen) with the hot pan, — ^nay some say, 
strips it and slaps. Amid the inextinguishable horse-laughter 
(sincere but vacant) of the Houyhnm Olympus. 

After which, his Majesty, as epilogue to such play, suggests^ 
That feats of that nature are unseemly among gentlemen ; that 
when gentlemen have a quarrel, there is another way of settling 
it. Fassmann thereupon challenges Gundling; Gundling 
accepts ; time and place are settled, pistols the weapon. At 
the appointed time and place Gundling stands, accordingly, 
pistol in hand ; but at sight of Fassmann, throws his pistol 
away ; wiU not shoot any man, nor have any man shoot him. 
Fassmann sternly advances ; shoots his pistol (powder merely) 
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'were often a subject of colloquy in the Tabaks-Coll^um. 
Not that they were there finished ofF, decided upon, or meant 
to be so. But Friedrich Wilhelm often purposely brought-up 
such things in conversation there, that he might learn the 
different opinions of his generals and chief men, without their 
observing it,^ — and so might profit by the Collective Wisdom, 
in short. 



CHAPTER VIII 

SECKENDORF*S RETORT TO HER MAJESTY 

The Treaty of Wusterhausen was not yet known to Queen 
Sophie, to her Father Greorge, or to any external creature : 
but that open flinching, and gradual withdrawal, from the 
Treaty of Hanover was too well known ; and boded no good 
to her pet project. Female sighs, male obduracies, and other 
domestic phenomena, are to be imagined in consequence. ' A 
grand Britannic Majesty indeed ; very lofty Father to us. 
Madam, ever since he came to be King of England. Stalking 
along there, with his nose in the air ; not deigning the least 
notice of us, except as of a thing that may be got to fight 
for him ! And he does not sign the Double-Marriage Treaty, 
Madam ; only talks of signing it, — as if we were a starved 
coach-horse, to be quickened along by a wisp of hay put upon 
the coach-pole close ahead of us always ! '* — ' Jami-bleu ! * 
snuffles Seckendorf with a virtuous zeal, or looks it; and 
things are not pleasant at the royal dinner-table. 

Ekcellenz Seckendorf, we find at this time, < often has his 
Majesty to dinner ^ : and such dinners ; fitting one^s tastes in 
all points, — ^no expense regarded (which indeed is the Kaiser^s, 
if we knew it) ! And in return, Excellenz is frequently at 
dinner with his Majesty ; where the conversation, if it turn 
on England, which often happens, is more and more an offence 
to Queen Sophia Seckendorf studies to be polite, reserved 
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wise to recognise the impossible, the unreasonably difficult, 
when it presents itself : but who of men is there, much more 
who of women, that can always do it ? 

Queen Sophie Dorothee wiU have this Double-Marriage, 
and it shall be possible. Poor Lady, she was very obstinate ; 
and her Husband was very arbitrary. A rough bear of a 
Husband, yet by no means an unloving one ; a Husband who 
might have been managed. She evidently made a great 
mistake in deciding not to obey this man, as she had once 
vowed. By perfect prompt obedience she might have had 
a very tolerable life with tiie rugged Orson fallen to her lot ; 
who was a very honest-hearted creature. She might have 
done a pretty stroke of female work, withal, in taming her 
Orson ; might have led him by the muzzle far enough in a 
private way, — ^by obedience. 

But by disobedience, by rebellion open or secret ? Fried- 
rich Wilhelm was a Husband ; Friedrich Wilhelm was a 
King; and the most imperative man then breathing. Dis- 
obedience to Friedrich Wilhelm was a thing which, in the 
Prussian State, still more in the Berlin Schloss and vital 
heart of said State, the laws of Heaven and of Earth had 
not permitted, for any man^s or any woman''s sake, to be. 
The wide overarching sky looks down on no more inflexible 
Sovereign Man than him in the red-collared blue coat and 
white leggings, with the bamboo in his hand. A peaceable, 
capacious, not iU-given Sovereign Man, if you will let him 
have his way. But to bar his way; to tweak the nose 
of his sovereign royalty, and ignominiously force him into 
another way : that is an enterprise no man or devil, or body 
of men or devils, need attempt. Seckendorf and Grumkow, 
in Tobacco-Parliament, understand it better. That attempt 
is impossible, once for all. The first step in such attempt 
will require to be assassination of Friedrich Wilhelm; for 
you may dcv)end on it, royal Sophie, so long as he is alive, 
the feat cann-it be done. O royal Sophie, O pretty Feekin, 
what a business you are making of it ! 
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lliii ywir 1786 was througlioiit a trooUoiit one to Qneeo 
8o|ihie. Seckendorfii adtwit; Kiiig Geofge^ maidftiboii^ ; 
aUunii of imminent univoml War, nay tputten of it actually 
btginning (Oibimltar inirasted by the Spaiiiaxd% ready for be- 
•ieginttt it is said) : nor wae tbie alL Sophie^s poor Mbtiiery 
worn to a tragic Megnra» lodied eo loi^ in the Gaetle of 
Ahklen» baa tdcen-up wild plane of oatbreak, of eecape by 
mean* of eecretariee, moniee in the Bank of Amebevdam, and 
1 know not what ; with all wUdi Sophie^ conrnponding in 
donble and triple myeteiy, baa ber own terron and eonowe, 
trying to keep it down. And now, in the dqith of the jmr, 
the iMMir old Mother enddenly diee.^ Burnt out in this 
nuuiner, she ooUapees into aahee and long reet; doeing so ber 
nameleis tragedy of tbirty-yeaiB continuance : — what a Blue- 
beard-chamber in the mind of Scqabie! Nay there riee 
quarrels about the Heritage of the Deceased, which will 
prove another sorrow. 

> 13th Nov. 1726 ! JUinmrs tf Sophia Doroihia^ Comsort §f Gtorg^ L (L 3S6K 
—where alio tome of her concluding Letters (' edited ' as if by the Nightmares) 
can be read, but next to no sense made of them. 




BOOK VI 

DOUBLE-MARRIAGE PROJECT, AND CROWN-PRINCE 
GOING ADRIFT UNDER THE STORM-WINDS 

1727-1730 



CHAPTER I 

FIFTH CRISIS IN THE KAISER'S SPECTRE-HUNT 

The Crown-Prinoe^s young Life being, by perverse chance, 
involved and as it were absorbed in that foolish question of 
his English Marriage, we have nothing for it but to continue 
our sad function ; and go on painfully fishing out, and reduc- 
ing to an authentic form, what traces of him there are, from 
that disastrous beggarly element, — ^till once he get free of it, 
either dead or alive. The winds (partly by Art-Magic) rise 
to the hurricane pitch, upon this Marriage Project and him ; 
and as for the sect, or general tide of European Politics — ^But 
let the reader look with his own eyes. 

In the spring of 1727, War, as anticipated, breaks out; 
Spaniards actually begin battering at Gibraltar; Kaiser^s 
Ambassador at London is angrily ordered to begone. Causes 
of war were many: l^ Duke de Ripperda, — ^tumbled out 
now, that illustrious diplomatic bulldog, at Madrid, — sought 
asylum in the English Ambassador''8 house ; and no respect 
was had to such asylum : that is one cause. S^ Then, you 
English, what is the meaning of these war-fleets in the West 
Indies; in the Mediterranean, on the very coast of Spain? 

VOL. n. G 
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\W ilciuimd that you at once take them home again : — whid 
v^imot lie complied with. 8^ But above all things we demand 
iiibmltar of you: — which can still less be complied with. 
*lVruuif:«uit KUiabeth has set her heart on Gibraltar : that, 
ui »uch opiK^rtunity as this unexpected condition of the 
lUUiKvit uow givts her, is the real cause of the War. 

iVwK^i of iiibndtar : there had been vague promises, years 
4^\ \*4\ th^ Kaiwr"^ part ; nay George himself, raw to Eng- 
UtKl At that iUt«i is said to have thought the thing might 
(V4Ka(vi l^ done. — *• Do it at once, then ! '* said the Termagant 
VKkvu« ami ivpeated, with ever more emphasis ; — and there 
tvin^ not the least compliance, she has opened parallek before 
tht" place, and bq^un war and ardent firing there ;^ preceded 
bv protocols, debates in Parliament, and the usual pheno- 
mena. It is the Fifth grand Crisis in the Eaiser^s spectre- 
huntings; fifth change in the colour of the world-lobster 
getting boiled in that singular manner ; — Second Sputter of 
actual War. 

Which proved futile altogether ; and amoimts now in the 
human memory, to flat zero, — unless the following infinit- 
CMiinally small fraction be countable again : 

' Sputtering of War ; that is to say^ Siege of Gibraltar. A siege utterly 
unmemorable, and without the least interest for existing mankind with 
their ungrateful humour, — if it be not, once more, that the Father of 
Tristram Shandy was in it : still a Lieutenant of foot, poor fellow ; brisk, 
NmuU, hot-tempered, loving, " liable to be cheated ten times a-day if nine 
will not suffice you." He was in this Siege ; shipped to the Rock to 
make stand there ; and would have done so with the boldest, — only he 
got into duel (hot-tempered, though of lamb-like innocence), and was 
run-through the body ; not entirely killed, but within a hairsbreadth of 
It ; and unable for service while this sputtering went on. Little Lorry is 
still living ; gone to school in Yorkshire, after pranks enough, and mis- 
ventures, — half-drowning '^ in the mill-race at Annamoe in Ireland," for 
one.' The poor Lieutenant Father died, soldiering in the West Indies, 

> sad Feb. 1727 (Scholl, ii. 212). Salmon, Chronological Historian (London, 
1747 I a very incorrect dark Book, useful only in defect of better), iL 173. 
Coxe, Momoirs of WalpoU^ L 260, 261 ; iL 498-515. 

' Lawrence Sterne's Autobiography (cited above). 
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soon after this ; and we shall not mention him again. But History ought 
to rememher that he is *^ Uncle Toby^" this poor Lieutenant, and take 
her measures ! — ^The Siege of Gibraltar^ we stiU see with our eyes, was 
in itself Nothing.' 

Truly it might well enough have grown to universal flame 
of War. But this always needs two parties; and pacific 
George would not be second party in it. George, guided by 
pacific Walpole, backed by pacific Fleury, answers the ardent 
firing by phlegmatic patience and protocolling ; not by 
counter-firing, except quite at his convenience, fix>m privateers, 
from war-ships here and there, and in sulky defence from 
Gibraltar itself. Probably the Termagant, with all the fire 
she has, will not do mudi damage upon Gibraltar? Such 
was George^s hope. Whereby the flame of war, ardent only 
in certain Spanish batteries upon the point of San Roque, 
does not spread hitherto, — ^though all mortals, and Friedrich 
Wilhelm as much as any, can see the imminent likelihood 
there is. In such circumstances, what a stroke of policy to 
have disjoined Friedrich Wilhelm fix>m the Hanover Alliance, 
and brought him over to our own ! Is not Grumkow worth 
his pension ? ' Grumkow serves honourably.^ Let the invalu- 
able Seckendorf persevere. 

Crown-Prince seen in Dryasdusts Glass, darkly 

To know the special figure of the Crown-Princess way of 
life in those years, who his firiends, companions were, what 
his pursuits and experiences, would be agreeable to us ; but 
beyond the outline already given, there is little definite on 
record. He now resides habitually at Potsdam, be the Court 
there or not ; attending strictly to his military duties in the 
Giant Regiment ; it is only on occasion, chiefly perhaps in 
^ Carnival time,^ that he gets to Berlin, to partake in the 
gaieties of society. Who his associates there or at Potsdam 
were? Suhm, tiie Saxon Resident, a cultivated man of 
literary turn, famed as his firiend in time coming, is already 
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Voltaire\ which has risen like a star of the first magnitude in 
these years.^ An incomparable piece, patronised by Royalty 
in England ; the delight of all kindred Courts. The light 
dancing march of this new ' Epic,^ and the brisk clash of 
cymbal music audible in it, had, as we find afterwards, greatly 
captivated the yoimg man. All is not pipeclay, then, and 
torpid formalism; aloft from the murk of commonplace 
rise glancings of a starry splendour, betokening — O how 
much ! 

Out of Books, rumours and experiences, young imagination 
is forming to itself some Picture of the World as it is, as it 
has been. The curtains of this strange life-theatre are 
mounting, mounting, — ^wondrously as in the case of all young 
souls; but with what specialties, moods or phenomena of 
light and shadow, to this young soul, is not in any point 
recorded for us. The ^ early Letters to Wilhelmina, which 
exist in great numbers,** from these we had hoped elucidation : 
but these the learned Editor has < wholly withheld as use- 
less,^ for the present. Let them be cardfully preserved, on 
the chance of somebody^s arising to whom they may have 
uses! — 

The worst feature of these years is Friedrich Wilhelm^s 
discontent with them. A Crown-Prince sadly out of favour 
with Papa. This has long been on the growing hand ; and 
these Double-Marriage troubles, not to mention again the 
newfangled French tendencies {Blitz Frcmzosen!), much aggra- 
vate the matter, and accelerate its rate of growth. Already 
the paternal countenance does not shine upon him ; flames 
often, and thunders, to a shocking degree ; — and worse days 
are coming. 

^ London, 1723, in surreptitious incomplete state, La Lipa the title; then at 
length, London, 1726, as Henriadi, in splendid 4to, — by subscription (King, 
Prince and Princess of Wales at the top of it), which yielded 8,000/. : see Vol- 
taire, (Euvres CcmpUiis, xiii. 408. 
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singing for the year, that night he died,^— out of loyalty on 
the part of these little birds, it seemed presumable.^ 

What we know is, he was journeying towards Hanover 
again, hopeful of a little hunting at the GxShrde ; and intend- 
ing seeing Osnabriick and his Brother the Bishop there, as he 
passed. That day, Slst June 17S7, from some feelings of 
his own, he was in great haste for Osnabruck ; hunting along 
by extra-post, without real cause save hurry of mind. He 
had left his poor old Maypole of a Mistress on the Dutch 
Frontier, that morning, to follow at more leisure. He was 
struck by apople:!^ on the road, — arm fallen powerless, early 
in the day, head dim and heavy ; obviously an alarming case. 
But he refused to stop anjnvhere; refused any suigery but 
such as could be done at once. ' Osnabriick ! Osnabriick ! ^ 
he reiterated, growing visibly worse. Two subaltern Hanover 
Officials, * Privy Councillor von Hardenbeig, Kammerherr 
(Chamberlain) von Fabrice, were in the carriage with him ; * 
King chiefly dozing, and at lart supported in the arms of 
Fabrice, was heard murmuring, ^ CeHjbii de moi (*ris all over 
with me) ! * And ^ Osnabriick ! Osnabriick ! ^ slumberously 
reiterated he: To Osnabriick, where my poor old Brother, 
Bishop as they call him, once a little Boy that trotted at my 
knee with blithe face, will have some human pity on me ! So 
they rushed along all day, as at a gallop, his few attendants 
and he ; and when the shades of night fell, and speech had 
now left the poor man, he still passionately gapped some 
gurgle of a sound like ^ Osnabriick ^ ; — ^hanging in the arms of 
Fabrice, and now evidently in the article of death. What a 
gallop, sweeping through the slumber of the world : To 
Osnabriick, Osnabriick ! 

In the hollow of the night (some say, one in the morning), 
they reach Osnabriick. And the poor old Brother, — Ernst 
August, once youngest of six brothers, of seven children, now 

^ See K&hler, MSntMustigungm, x. 88. 

* Gottfried, HistorUckt Chrmik (Frankfurt, 1759), iiL 872. Boyer, TTu 
P^iHcal Stoit tf Grtai Britain^ vol. xzxiii. pp. 545, 546. 
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throw-out their beautiful Nell-Gwyn Defenders of the Faith ; 
fling them also into the cesspool ; and were rather at a loss 
what next to do. ^ Where is our real King, then ? Who t^ 
to lead us Heavenward, then ; to rally the noble of us to him, 
in some small measure, and save the rest and their affairs from 
running Devilward?^ — ^The English Nation being in some 
difficulty as to Kings, the English Nation clutched-up the 
readiest that came to hand ; * Here is our King ! '* said they, 
— again under mistake, still under their old mistake. And, 
what was singular, they then avenged themselves by mocking, 
calumniating, by angrily speaking, writing and laughing at the 
poor mistaken King so clutched ! — It is high time the English 
were candidly asking themselves, with very great seriousness 
indeed, Whai it was they had done, in the sight of God and 
man, on that and the prior occasion? And above all. What 
it is they will now propose to do in the sequel of it ! Dig 
gold-nuggets, and rally the ^oble of us ? — 

George^s poor lean Mistress, coming on at the usual rate 
of the road, was met, next morning, by the sad tidings. She 
sprang fix>m her carriage into the dusty highway ; tore her 
hair (or head-dress), half-firantic ; declared herself a ruined 
woman ; and drove direct to Berlin, there to compose her old 
mind. She was not ill seen at Court there; had her con- 
nexions in the world. Fieldmarshal Schulenburg, who once 
had the honour of fighting (not to his advantage) with 
Charles xii., and had since grown famous by his Anti-Turk 
performances in the Venetian service, is a Brother of this poor 
Maypole^s ; and there is a Nephew of hers, one of Friedrich 
Wilhelm^s Field-Oflicers here, whom we shall meet by and by. 
She has been obliging to Queen Sophie on occasions ; they can, 
and do, now weep heartily together. I believe she returned 
to England, being Duchess of Kendal, with heavy pensions 
there ; and * assiduously attended divine ordinances, accord- 
ing to the German Protestant form, ever afterwards.'* Poor 
foolish old soul, what is this world, with all its dukeries ! — 

The other or fat Mistress, * Cataract of fluid Tallow,' 
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Countefls of Durlington, whom I take to have been a Ha£ 
Sister rather, sat soROwfbl at Idewoirth ; and kqpt for many 
years a Black Raven whidi had oome flying in upon her; 
whidi she somdiow ondentood to be the aoal^ or connerted 
with the soul, of his Majesty of hapjpj memory.^ Good 
Heavens, what fat fluid-tallowy stapor, and entirdy aoidid 
darkness, dwells among mankind ; and ooeasionaliy finds itself 
lifted to the very top, by way of sample I — 

Friedrich Wilhelm wqpt tenderly to Brigadier Dabomgay, 
the British Minister at Berlin (an old military gentleman, of 
diplomatic merit, who spells rather ill), when they spoke of 
this sad matter. My poor old Unde ; he was so good to me 
in boyhood, in those old day^ when I blooded Coosin Geofge^s 
nose ! Not unkind, ah, only proud and sad ; and was called 
sulky, being of few words and heavy-laden. Ah me, your 
Exodlenz; if the littie nightingales have all fallen silent, 
what may not I, his Son and Nephew, do? — And the 
rugged Majesty blubbered with great tenderness;* having 
fountains of tears withal, hidden in the rocky heart of him, 
not suspected by every one. 

I add only that the Fabrice, who had poor Greorge in his 
arms that night, is a man worth mentioning. The same 
Fabrice (Fabricius, or periiaps Goldschtnidi in Grerman) who 
went as Envoy fix>m the Holstein-Grottorp people to 
Charles xu. in his Turkish time ; and stayed with his Swedish 
Majesty there, for a year or two, indeed till the catastrophe 
came. His Official Letters from that scene are in print, this 
long while, though considerably forgotten;* a little Volume, 
worth many big ones that have been published on that 
subject. The same Fabrice, following Hanover afterwards, 
came across to London in due course; and there he did 
another memorable thing : made acquaintance with the 

1 Horace Walpole, Reminiscences* 

^ Dubourgay's Despatches, in the State-Paper Office. 

' Anecdotes du Sijour du Roi de StUde h Bender^ ou Lettres cU M, le Baron 
de Fabrice pour servir cTMaircissement h PHisioire de Charles XII, (Hambourg> 
1760, 8vo). 
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Monsieur Arouet, then a young French Exile there, Arouet 
Junior (' k Jetme or /. j/), who, — ^by an ingenious anagram, 
contrived in his indignation at such banishment, — ^writes 
himself Voltaire ever since; who has been publishing a 
Hemiadej and doing other things. Now it was by questioning 
this Fabrice, and industriously picking the memory of him 
clean, that M. de Voltaire wrote another book, much more 
of an 'Epic^ than Henri rv., — a History y namely, of 
Charles XII. ; ^ which seems to me the best-written of all his 
Books, and wants nothing but truth (indeed a dreadful want) 
to make it a possession forever. VoUairey if you want fine 
writing ; Adlerfeld and Fabrice^ if you would see the features 
of the Fact : these three are still the Books upon Charles xn. 

His Prussian Majesty JaUs into one qf his hypochondriacal Fits 

Before this event, his Majesty was in gloomy humour ; and 
special vexations had superadded themselves. Early in the 
Spring, a difficult huff of quarrel, the consummation of a 
good many grudges long subsisting, had fallen-out with his 
neighbour of Saxony, the Majesty of Poland, August, whom 
we have formerly heard of, a conspicuous Majesty in those 
days ; called even ^ August the Great ^ by some persons in his 
own time ; but now chiefly remembered by his splendour of 
upholstery, his enormous expenditure in drinking and other- 
wise, also by his Three-Hundred and Fifty-four Bastards 
(probably the maximum of any Ejng^s performance in that 
line), and called August der Starke, ^ August the Physically 
Strong.^ This exemplary Sovereign could not well be a man 
according to Friedrich Wilhelm^s heart : accordingly they had 
their hufis and little collisions now and then : that of the 
Protestant Directorate and Heidelberg Protestants, for instance; 
indeed it was generally about Protestantism ; and more lately 
there had been high words and correspondings about the 

1 See Voltaire, (Euvres Computes^ iL 149, xxk. 7, 127. Came out in 1731 (U. 
nx. Avant'Propos, p. ii.)> 
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* Pkotestants €i Tliani^ (a bad tragedy, of Jesuit intranoa and 
FbliBh Ferocity, raacted there in 1784);^— In which Md 
bonneaB Friedric]i Wilhehn loyally interfered, though Brittimie 
GeoKge of blessed memory and others were but lokewaim; 
and nothing could be dme in it. Nothing eioept angiy 
conespondenoe with Kng August; very provoking to the 
poor soul, who had no hand but a nominal one in the Thom 
catastrophe, being driven into it by his unruly Diet alone. 

In feet, August, with Us glittering eyes and excellent 
physical constitution, was a vexy good-humoured fellow; 
supremely pleasant in sodety; and by no means wiahfiil to 
dieat you, or do you a mischief in business^ — unless his 
necessities compelled him; whidi often were great But 
FViedrich Wilhelm always kept a good eye on such points ; 
and had himself suffered nothing from the gay eupeptic Son 
of Belial, either in their old Stralsund copartnery or otherwise. 
So tliat, except for these Protestant affairs, — and alas, one 
otlier little cause, — Friedrich Wilhelm had contentedly left the 
IMipically Strong to his own course, doing the civilities of the 
rtNid to him when they met ; and nothing ill had fallen-out 
between them. This other little cause — alas, it is the old 
story of recruiting ; one^s poor Hobby again giving offence ! 
Spei^ial recruiting brabbles there had been ; severe laws passed 
in Saxony about these kidnapping operations : and always in 
the Diets, when question rose of this matter, August had been 
|»arti<Hilarly loud in his denouncings. Which was unkind, 
though not unexpected. But now, in the Spring of 1727, 
here lias a worse case than any arisen. 

(Viptain Natsmer, of I know not what Prussian R^ment, 
* Siu^liNcn- Weimar Cuirassiers,^' or another, had dropt over 
into Saxony, to see what could be done in picking up a tall 
man or two. Tkll men, one or two, Captain Natzmer did 
pick up, nay a tall deserter or two (Saxon soldier, inveigled to 
desert) ; but finding his operations get air, he hastily withdrew 

^ Account of it in Buchhok, i. 98-102. 
• Aiilifir^Lixihm, iii 104. 
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into Brandenburg territory again. Saxon Officials followed him 
into Brandenburg territory; snapt him back into Saxon ; tried 
him by Saxon law there ; — Saxon law, express in such case, 
condemns him to be hanged; and that is his doom accordingly. 
^ Captain Natzmer to swing on the gallows ? Taken on 
Brandenburg territory too, and not the least notice given 
me?^ Friedrich Wilhelm blazes into flaming whirlwind; 
sends an Official Gentleman, one Eatsch, to his Excellenz 
Baron von Suhm (the Crown-Princess cultivated friend), with 
this appalling message : ^ If Natzmer be hanged, for certain I 
will use reprisals ; you yourself shall swing ! ^ Whereupon 
Suhm, in panic, fled over the marches to his Master; who 
bullied him for his pusillanimous terrors; and applied to 
Friedrich Wilhelm, in fine frenzy of indignant astonishment, 
^ What, in Heaven^s name, such meditated outrage on the law 
of nations, and flat insult to the Majesty of Kings, can have 
meant ? ^ Friedrich Wilhelm, the first fbry being spent, sees 
that he is quite out of square ; disavows the reprisals upon 
Suhm. ^Message misdelivered by my Official Grentleman, 
that stupid Eatsch ; never did intend to hang Suhm ; oh, 
no ; ^ with much other correspondence ; ^ — and is very angry at 
himself, and at the Natzmer afiair, which has brought him 
into this bad pass. Into open impropriety ; into danger of 
an utter rupture, had King August been of quarrelsome turn. 
But King August was not quarrelsome ; and then Seckendorf 
and the Tobacco-Parliament, — on the Eaiser^s score, who 
wants Pragmatic Sanction and much else out of these two 
Kings, and can at no rate have them quarrel in the present 
juncture, — ^were eager to quench the fire. King August let 
Natzmer go ; Suhm returned to his post ; ' and things hustled 
themselves into some uneasy posture of silence again ; — uneasy 
to the sensitive fancy of Friedrich Wilhelm above all. This 
is his worst collision with his Neighbour of Saxony; and 
springing from one'*s Hobby again ! — 

^ In Maavillon (ii 189-195) more of it than any one will read. 
' PoUnits, iL 254. 
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TacK 'vrrows.^ tibe dnth of George l, with anxieties as to 
G<oc^ z. ami the eoone lie might take; all this, it was 
^bini^c. pDEved opoA Us Majertr's spirits ; — ^Wilhdmina sajs 
:t «» * tbie fret^iaeBt ouonnls witii Seckendorf^^ and an affsdr 
^r&MN at :be ro,^ <fip5th«^appaiati& Like enough;— or 
bvci m^ac coomboie. It is certain his Majesty fell into one 
<jc 22» irpixaooiriai at tkis tine ; talked dT * abdicating ^ and 
^rcusr cuwm V thxn^ avi ns leir fala^ indeed. So that 
^eck^aiacct aai Gramkov began to be alanned. It is several 
ncadisf JkC' Ik bai RaBkie tibe Halle Methodist giring ghostly 
cu\iixs«i ; li2» MjMitv iiMifri to haie the Newspapers read at 
'^ &taMd to Ii^ofarioQs Franke^s exhortations 
Eat^tish leaden ever hear of Fhmke? Let 
tbem itdkie a suMBentaiT accjaaintance with this femous 
iWraaa SiiTit. At^t^ft Hcraiann Franke, a Lubeck man, 
ivca lw?3 ; ftvifesBor of Theologr, of Hebrew, Lecturer on 
t^hf ^bi^ ^ a ws3ierlcd:« persecuted* pious man. Founder of 
tCbir ' 1>«<5$C$«.' a kiad of German Methodists, who are still a 
&tfK\: S^*t i:i :£Uit vvcntrv ; and of the WctUenkauSy at Halle, 
jjCrasvl vVpb*xt-l>xs«r« huilt bv charitable beggings of Franke, 
^*^x^ alsjo $till $Uvvi^t:^ A reverend gentleman, very 
wvVsrtxfuI v-^" ^«8W?\ now $ixtT-four; and for the present, at 
IV<\^5u viiscvcniir^ of thirty eternal, in what Wilhelmina 
5iti:ti^ a ^wv lx*,^brivxs$ manner. Well ; but surelv in a 
>v<> j^ovxsK uvjcu^K^! The shsdovTS of death were already 
WHi^Nt ?K» |\w FttutKe ; and in a few weeks more, he had 
6t^ut>\\f vW(\dc^^xt ' Bat hear Wilhelmina, what account she 
ji^x\"« v>f b^ v^wn aiKl the vvHmg Gienadier-Major^s beha\dour 
v«k tNstt^' xtKHxmtul vwtusions. Seckendorfs dinners she con- 
^K'^H tv^ tv the c«iu$e; all $pirtt\ial sorrows only an adjunct 
^S >*\»*th uve<\tivHUi>^. It i* certain enough* 

U«« M^'^^^lY V^^p^ 1^ Vev\yM# v«I«tttoiu»rT ; and tlie hypochondria 

^^N"*^ ^NrwN>«t^ ^^>a riwfc l ^Nf^ kw husMur rerr meUncholT. Monsieur 

^\^«M^v^ tW l^wi^NW tVrtwl« fMi»kr oif th« Orphiu^-house at Halle 

^'^ f««AVi , vvmIv^^kU «k4 a littW Mt Manqrevale that latter evil. This 

» DM $th June 172?. 
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reverend gentleman entertained the King by raising scruples of con- 
science about the most innocent matters. He condemned aU pleasures ; 
damnable all of them^ he said^ even hunting and music. You were to 
speak of nothing but the Word of God only ; all other conversation was 
forbidden. It was always he that carried on the improving talk at table ; 
where he did the office of reader^ as if it had been a refectory of monks. 
The King treated us to a sermon every afternoon ; his valet-de-chambre 
gave out a psalm^ which we all sang ; you had to listen to this sermon 
with as much devout attention as if it had been an apostle's. My Brother 
and I had all the mind in the world to laugh ; we tried hard to keep from 
laughing ; but often we burst out Thereupon reprimand, with all the 
anathemas of the Church hurled out on us ; which we had to take with a 
contrite penitent air, a thing not easy to bring your isuce to at the 
moment. In a word, this dog of a Franke ' (he died within few months, 
poor soul, ee ehien de Franke) ' led us the life of a set of Monks of La 
Trappe. 

' Such excess of bigotry awakened still more gothic thoughts in the 
Eong. He resolved to abdicate the crown in favour of my Brother. He 
used to talk. He would reserve for himself 10,000 crowns a-year ; and 
retire with the Queen and his Daughters to Wusterhausen. There, 
added he, I will pray to God ; and manage the fiirming economy, while 
my wife and girls take care of the household matters. You are clever, 
he said to me ; I wiU give you the inspection of the linen, which you 
shall mend and keep in order, taking good charge of laundry matters. 
Frederika * (now thirteen, married to Anspach two years hence), ' who is 
miserly, shall have charge of all the stores of the house. Charlotte ' (now 
eleven. Duchess of Brunavriek by and by) ' shall go to market and buy 
our provisions ; and my Wife shall take charge of the little children,' 
says Friedrich Wilhelm, ' and of the kitchen.' ^ 

Poor Friedrich Wilhelm ; what an innocent Idyllium ; — which cannot 
be executed by a King. ' He had even begun to work at an Instruction, 
or Farewell Advice, for my Brother ; ' and to point towards various steps, 
which alarmed Grumkow and Seckendorf to a high degree.* 

' Abdication,^ with a Crown-Prince ready to fall into the 

1 Little children are: i*. Sophie Dorothee, now eight, who married Margraf 
of Schwedt, and was unhappy ; 2^ Ulrique, a grave little soul of seven, Queen 
of Sweden afterwards ; 3*. August Wilhelm, age now five, became Father of a 
new Friedrich Wilhelm, who was King by and by, and produced the Kings that 
still are ; 4*. Amelia, now four, bom in the way we saw ; and 5*. Henri^ still 
in arms, just begimiing to walk. There will be a Sixth and no more (son of thb 
Sixth, a Berlin RotU^ was killed, in 1S06, at the Battle of Jena, or a day or two 
before) ; but the sixth is not yet come to hand. 

* Wilhelmina, Mimoires de Banith^ i. 108. 
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Jan.-Peb. 199^ 

did kindle Dresden Carnival and the Physically Strong into 
supreme illumination, for the time being ; and proved the 
seal of good agreement, and even of a kind of friendliness 
betwe^i this heteroclite pair of Sovereigns, — ^if anybody now 
cared for those points. It is with our Crown-Prince's shaie 
in it that we are alone concerned ; and that may require a 
C3iapter to itself. 



CHAPTER III 

VISIT TO DRESDEN 

One of the most important adventures, for our young 
Crown-Prince, was this visit of his, along with Papa, to 
Dresden in the Carnival of 1728. Visit contrived by Secken- 
dorf and Company, as we have seen, to divert the King's 
melancholy, and without view to the Crown-Prince at all. 
The Crown-Prince, now sixteen, and not in the best favour 
with his Father, had not been intended to accompany ; was 
to stay at Potsdam and diligently drill: nevertheless an 
estafette came for him from the gallant Polish Majesty ; — 
Wilhelmina had spoken a word to good Suhm, who wrote to 
his King, and the hospitable message came. Friedrich made 
no loitering, — ^to Dr^en is but a hundred miles, one good 
day; — ^he arrived there on the morrow after his Father; 
Eang * on the 14th January 17S8,^ dates Fassmann ; * Crown- 
Prince on the 15\hy which I find was Thursday. The 
Crown-Prince lodged with Fieldmarshal Flemming ; Friedrich 
Wilhelm, having come in no state, refused King August's 
pressings, and took-up his quarters with * the General Field- 
marshal Wackerbarth, Commandant in Dresden,' — ^pleasant 
old military gentleman, who had besi^ed Stralsund along 
with him in times gone. Except Grumkow, Derschau and 
one or two of less importance, with the due minimum of 
Valetry, he had brought no retinue ; the Crown-Prince had 

VOL. u. H 



d 



^ HOJELT ADRIFT [BOOK vr. 

tJan.-Peb. 1728 

tMxm vim riiui, Tutor and Sub-Tutor, 

ju e ju«w with old Count Flemming 

^'tmiam, — the diligent but unsuc- 

.»! the highest civility, though 

^MMou :br !iiakii]g Treaties,' whom we 

- :aie. 

^-. -■ -uiiu i -pieiiuoun now set on foot, Fried- 
liw * ^vMenc oi Nature, the spectacle of 

-V- .2iv.5«f k ^vmbuiic one in those parts, 

. .s%»^ ,• ^.art »iih. Deep in the first Satur- 

-w"?rt •XHA-. nu :n the morning of Sunday, 

^. .'■^uiu x;u3«4 \:mil!ng by negligence some- 

T ^•'^s?^ *faA«u ij:. rrepressible ; and, with its 

......,^-«*. »i •:?' % Tsse :bruy even, went all into 

>v '^ 'i4.->i*, -irnr^-^-v saving his chatouilk 

<^^-e^ -r*^ r^ V T'-T^ .'ct — undress ; — over to 

;•; T > '^ii '■■'* «':ti7s :::•=;.' both continued 

•* * ac- t: -ns vcv:-z c^: rou^fa, jjnid so 
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j^ ^.-^"jw -o* "■''" »»^ :a4i:rir-"ra:::r^. re- 

^-::'^«^ :i" ze^'ir-:z:ii,rined 

^ . . .-•-«"-.?? -^ ::.> v^itN^ :r course, in 
- '* -^-u.* :<-r^itM\2x . Azc Fried- 

.. ^ %r 3S. '.^w 7i*ri.»i-v:t and is- 

_^ — t.r .i'tr 7ie« izii »iit n:v->:^ 
' ^ fK- ^^w-'c^.::*: - rxjT. f ve j-jcic help 

nn mrm^umfti >y tie Ne»-s- 
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Visit for us now. It is a matter difficult to handle in 
speech. An English Editor, chary of such topics, will let 
two witnesses speak, credible both, though not eyewitnesses ; 
and leave it to the reader so. Babbling Pollnitz is the first 
witness ; he deposes, after alluding to the sumptuous dinings 
and drinkings there : 

* One day the two Kings^ after dinner, went in domino to the redoabt' 
(fidotto, what we now call rout or evening party). 'August had a 
mind to take an opportunity, and try whether the reports of Friedrich 
Wilhelm's indifference to the fair sex were correct or not. To this end, 
he had had a young damsel (Junge Perton) of extraordinary beauty intro- 
duced into some side-room ; where they now entered. She was lying on 
a bed, in a loose gauzy undress ; and though masked, showed so many 
charms to the eye that the imagination could not but judge very favour- 
ably of the rest The King of Pobind approached, in that gallant way of 
his, which had gained him such £iivour with women. He begged her to 
onmask ; she at first affected reluctance, and would not. He then told 
her who he was ; and said. He hoped she would not refuse, when two 
Kings begged her to show them this complaisance. She thereupon took 
off her mask, and showed them one of Uie loveliest faces in the world. 
August seemed quite enchanted ; and said, as if it had been the first time 
he ever saw her. He could not comprehend how so bewitching a beauty 
had hitherto remained unknown to him. 

'Friedrich Wilhelm could not help looking at her. He said to the 
King of Poland, ''She is very beautiful, it must be owned " ; — but at 
the same instant turned his eyes away from her ; and left the room, and 
the ridotto altogether without delay ; went home, and shut himself in 
his room. He then sent for Herr von Grumkow, and bitterly complained 
that the Eong of Poland wanted to tempt him. Herr von Grumkow, 
who was neither so chaste nor so conscientious as the King, was for 
making a jest of the matter ; but the King took a very serious tone ; and 
commanded him to tell the King of Pobind in his name, "That he 
begged him very much not to expose him again to accidents of that 
nature, unless he wished to have him quit Dresden at once." Herr von 
Grumkow did his message. The King of Poland laughed heartily at it ; 
went straight to Friedrich Wilhelm, and excused himself. The King of 
Prussia, however, kept his grim look ; so that August ceased joking, and 
turned the dialogue on some other subject' ^ 

This is Pollnitz^s testimony, gathered from the whispers of 

1 PbUnitz, iL 256. 
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daughter ; a French milliner in Warsaw had produced her for 
him there. In due time, a male of the three-hundred and 
fifty-four, one Rutowski, soldier by profession, whom we shall 
again hear of, took her for mistress ; regardless of natural half- 
sisterhood, which perhaps he did not know of. The admiring 
Rutowski, being of a participative turn, introduced her, after 
a while, to his honoured parent and hers ; by whom next — 
Heiavens, human language is unequal to the history of such 
things ! And it is in this capacity she now shines supreme in 
the Saxon Court ; ogling poor young Fritz, and driving him 
distracted; — ^which phenomenon the Beelzebub Parent-Lover 
noticed with pain and jealousy, it would appear. 

^His Polish Majesty distinguished her extremely,^ says 
Pollnitz,^ ^and was continually visiting her; so that the 
universal inference was^ — ^to the above unspeakable efPect 
< She was of fine figure ; had something grand in her air and 
carriage, and the prettiest humour in the world. She often 
appeared in men^s clothes, which became her very welL People 
said she was extremely openhanded ; ^ as indeed the Beelzebub 
Parent-Lover was of the like quality (when he had cash about 
himX and to her, at this time, he was profuse beyond limit. 
Truly a tempting aspect of the Devil, this expensive Orzelska : 
something beautiful in her, if there are no Laws in this Uni- 
verse ; not so beautiful, if there are ! Enough to turn the 
head of a poor Crown-Prince, if she like, for some time. He 
is just sixteen gone ; one of the prettiest lads and sprightliest ; 
his homage, clearly enough, is not disagreeable to the baggage. 
Wherefore jealous August, the Beelzebub-Parent, takes his 
measures; signifies to Fritz, in direct terms, or by discreet 
diplomatic hints and innuendos. That he can have the 
Cabinet Venus (Formera her name, of Opera-singer kind) ; — 
hoping thereby that the Orzelska will be left alone in time 
coming. A ^Jopm assez stnguHire'' for a Sovereign Majesty 
and Beelzebub Parent-Lover, thinks Wilhelmina. 

Thus has our poor Fritz fallen into the wake of Beelzebub ; 

^ Mimairen, ii 261. 
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road; but was astonished to find King August and the 

Electoral Prince or Heir- Apparent (who had privately sat up 
for the purpose) insist on conducting him to his carriage.^ 
^ Great tokens of afPection,^ known to the Newspapers, there 
were; and one token not yet known, a promise on King 
Augustus part that he would return this ever-memorable com- 
pliment in person at Potsdam and Berlin in a few months* 
Remember, then ! — 

As for the poor Crown-Prince, whom already his Father did 
not like, he now fell into circumstances more abstruse than 
ever in that and other respects. Bad health, a dangerous 
lingering fit of that, soon after his retiun home, was one of 
the first consequences. Frequent fits of bad health, for some 
years coming ; with ominous rumours, consultations of physi- 
cians, and reports to the paternal Majesty, which produced 
small comfort in that quarter. The sad trutihi, dimly indicated, 
is sufficiently visible : his life for the next four or five years 
was ^ extremely dissolute.^ Poor young man, he has got into 
a disastrous course; consorts chiefly with debauched young 
fellows, as Lieutenants Eatte, Keith, and others of their stamp, 
who lead him on ways not pleasant to his Father, nor con- 
formable to the Laws of this Universe. Health, either of 
body or of mind, is not to be looked for in his present way of 
life. The bright young soul, with its fine strengths and gifts ; 
wallowing like a young rhinoceros in the mud-bath : — some 
say, it is wholesome for a human soul ; not we ! 

All this is too certain ; rising to its height in the years we 
are now got to, and not ending for four or five years to come : 
and the reader can conceive all this, and whether its effects 
were good or not. Friedrich Wilhelm^s old-standing disfavour 
is converted into open aversion and protest, many times into 
fits of sorrow, rage and despair, on his luckless Son^s behalf; 
— and it appears doubtful whether this bright young human 
soul, comparable for the present to a rhinoceros wallowing in 

^ Boyer, xzxv. 199. 
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r» ncc-ciidu with nothing bat its snout visihley and a dirty 
rirrt! 1^ tsse wcai it makes ^nll erer get out again or not. 

r^iK* rtizztiOECTK soul got oat ; bat not oninjared ; alas, no, 
3ir:%!r;r pvL^rmL tragkaUj ^H wimwi of its finest radiances for 
TsoiAinee? cf life. Tbe dfeHnpiished Sauerteig, in his 
r^-ju 22tf diese weeds : *To bom away, in mad waste, 
rxe ii^-iie irvm&» sal plabilT celestial dements from our exist- 
acs . x* .-.!iLj;5e CC7 ho^T-of-bolies into a place of riot ; to 
ssftA^ riiif ^-c :^seix* Ittrd. zmpiousy barren ! Surely a day is 
.vmr-nr^ vtMs r: will fcie known again what virtue is in purity 
oL-ixtiotfcce cr Iffic how dinne is the blush of young 
c!>?e-w>« S.>w hi^ benefic en t^ sternly inexorable if 
jursccrfiu ::» t2»f duty laid* not on women only, but on every 
vtwr.j:r. :a nfyped to thee particulars ? Wdl ; if such a day 
3^*vr cvcw i^r* tbcE I perceive much else will never come. 
\L^r?A^^ii-*t^ i^ sift' eh ot itt>i^t will never come; heroic 
•.v-: ■ hS:' S:-sir: jcx: cc evt ; ncb^^ pious valour, to amend us 
dt?*."- '.-^ j»wC^ v'^' irccLW An; '.jcken how can they ever come? 
•^"Sf ?oik:vA.Vc* ?fV£i«-!ji icT Aa:e, of hungry animalisms, 
^irvjic '■'•:x*s^'-x-w< *:xl •^tixiAc:::es, will have to run its 

V? :S? v*« of Frr^\lr:vh» :: :> ctjrtAia such a day never fiilly 
wh;"^ VS? • du^f of brvT-ie .cd Idurker/ so as it then stood, — 
•\-,v^-aI trv ^ bv A Swibvrv ox rval Spartan fnm (of right 
S*t-: c .<Kt:* *bsro txxxiei:^ : this was all the world he ever got 
cv» o."v*c!i of Wis xUwL, vvcijvimi to that of some, was but 
v*^ >.-.* ^v*^r'%x * ^J^•- Ai*vi barren, though a genuine one, 
v<v? v*^*-'* ^v*^?^ v.tLvh m*ii:ory in the absence of better. 

V,- 'vUN* 'he SttxH!^ j^^ hi* Returu-visit in May following. 

4H* >•^'^*^ *uN".t*e traiw*ctJotu stupendous as it then was to 

^ j^^..tKv\xtv wrAU we sh^Hild now make no mention, except 

L -^ sU«'^^^*** **'" *^** K^»ait^ — *wiJ more especially for 
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a foolish rumour, which now rose about Prince Fred and the 
Double-Marriage, on occasion of it. The magnificence of this 
visit and reception being so extreme, — King August, for one 
item, sailing to it, with sound of trumpet and hautbois, in 
silken flotillas gayer than Cleopatra^ down the Elbe, — ^there 
was a rush towu-ds Berlin of what we will not call the scum, 
but must call the foam of mankind, rush of the idle moneyed 
populations from all countries; and such a crowd there, for 
the three weeks, as was seldom seen. Foam everywhere is 
stirred up, and encouraged to get under way. 

Prince Frederick of Hanover and England, ^Duke of 
Edinburgh ^ as they now call him, ^ Duke of Gloucester ^ no 
longer, it would seem, nor * Prince of Wales' as yet; he, 
foamy as another, had thoughts of coming ; and rumour of 
him rose very high in Berlin, — how high we have still singular 
proof. Here is a myth, generated in the busy Court-Imagina- 
tion of Berlin at this time ; written down by PoUnitz as plain 
fact afterwards; and from him idly copied into Coxe^ and 
other English Books. We abridge from watery Pollnitz, 
taking care of any sense he has. This is what ran in certain 
high-frizzled heads then and there : and was dealt-out in 
whispers to a privil^ed few, watery Polhiitz's informers among 
them, till they got a myth made of it. Frederick Duke of 
Edinburgh, second hope of England at this time, he is the 
hero. 

It appears, this loose young gentleman, standing in no 
favour with his sovereign Father, had never yet been across 
to England, the royal Parent preferring rather not to have 
him in sight; and was living idle at Hanover; very eager 
to be wedded to Wilhelmina, as one grand and at present 
grandest resource of his existence. It is now May 1728 ; 
and Frederick Duke of Edinburgh is twenty-one. He writes 
to his Aunt and intended Mother-in-law, Queen Sophie (date 
not ascertainable to a day. Note burnt as soon as read): 
^ That he can endiure this tantalising suspense no longer ; such 

> Coxe's WalpoU (London, 1798), i. 52a 



s 



Wi 



1«S MARRIAGE PROJECT ADRIFT [bookvi. 



iWfL. 3&1T W sport to otfben» but is death to him. That 
^ ^^ cvaw rcivmtelT at ooee^ and wed hii Wilhdmina : and 
ar mUie ax eoii ; the h^Kv%i to adjist it afterwaids as they 
cia uii UT.^ Wkereopan Sophie Dorothee, ^addest of 
'vmm^ wns^ iar D dbuigai tibe British Ambasndor (Briga- 
^MT I\dx-«nnpaT« ^ wiipfrtiWf old gentleman who spdls ill, 
"vW 'i^ server: M^ tibe Do u bl e - M airiege alwajsX to tdl him 
viiC ioie ae<rs there is and vhat answer she has sent. 
R«$Mv-takKie Dabomgaj stands silent, with lengthening face : 
" Vocr >lA:<!$tT, how anliortnnate that I of all men now hear 
it . I mivt instantlj dispatch a courier with the news to 
IjMMxi ! ^ And the respectable man, stoically deaf to her 
3Aa>et^v's entxeaties to all oonsideraticHis bat that of his 
coient dotr, « sends the couri^' (thinks PoUnitz); — ^nips 
thefeby that fine Hanorer speculation in the bud, sees Prince 
FV«d at once summoned over to England, and produces se%'eral 
edR?ct&. Nearly the whole of which, on examining the Docu- 
ments*^ pn>v«$ to be m\-th. 

Pollniti himself adds two circumstances, in regard to it, 
which are pretty impossible : as, first, that Friedrich Wilhelm 
had joyfully consented to this clandestine marriage, and was 
eagerly waiting for it ; second, that George n. too had 
pri\'ately favoured or even instigated the adventure, being at 
heart willing to escape the trouble of Messages to Parliament, 
to put his Son in Uie wrong, and I know not what,* The 
|>articlcs of fact in the affair are likewise two ; First, that 
^^icon Sophie, and from her the Courtier Public generally, 
t^\j>ectixl tlie Hanover Royal Highness, who probably had real 
thoughts of seeing Berlin and his Intended, on this occasion ; 
l>ulKnirgiiv iv|x>rts daily rumours of the Royal Highness 
U>ing actually *seen' there in an evanescent manner; and 
Wilhelinina savs, her Mother was so certain of him, * she took 

* l>\iKHuj;*y*« l>e«p*tch« (ijiS : 29 May, i June, $ Oct.), in the State-Paper 

• INvUnitt. \l i7»'*74- 
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every ass or mule for the Royal Highness/ — heartily indifferent 
to Wilhelmina. This is the first particle of fact. The Second 
is, that a subaltern Official about the Royal Highness, one 
Lamothe of Hanover, who had appeared in Berlin about that 
time, was thrown into prison not long after, for what mis- 
behaviour none knew, — for encouraging dissolute Royal 
Highness in wild schemes, it was guessed. And so the Myth 
grew, and was found ready for Pollnitz and his followers. 
Royal Highness did come over to England ; not then as the 
Myth bears, but nine months afterwards in December next; and 
found other means of irritating his imperative, flighty, irascible 
and rather foolish little Father, in an ever-increasing degree. 
* Very coldly received at Court,^ it is said : ill seen by Walpole 
and the Powers; being too likely to become a focus of 
Opposition there. 

The Visit, meanwhile, though there came no Duke of 
Edinburgh to see it, was sublime in the extreme; Polish 
Majesty being magnificence itself; and the frugal Friedrich 
Wilhelm lighting-up his dim Court into insurpassable 
brilliancy, r^ardless of expense ; so that even the Smoking 
Parliament (where August attended now and then) became 
luminous. The Crown-Prince, who in late months had lan- 
guished in a state of miserable health, in a manner ominous 
to his physicians, confined mostly to his room or his bed, 
was now happily on foot again ; — and Wilhelmina notes one 
circumstance which much contributed to his recovery : That 
the fair Orzelska had attended her natural (or unnatural) 
Parent, on this occasion ; and seemed to be, as Wilhelmina 
thinks, uncommonly kind to the Crown-Prince. The Heir- 
Apparent of Saxony, a taciturn, inofiensive rather opaque- 
looking gentleman, now turned of thirty, and gone over to 
Papistry long since, with views to be Eang of Poland by and 
by, which proved efi*ectual as we shall find, was also here : 
Count Briihl, too, still in a very subaltern capacity, and 
others whom we and the Crown-Prince shall have to know. 
The Heir-Apparent^s Wife (actual Kaiser^s Niece, late Kaiser 
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grown ones of us were. All standing, except the Queen only. 
^ He refused to sit, and again refused ; ^ stoically talked 
graciosities, disr^arding the pain of his foot ; and did not, 
till refusal threatened to become uncivil, comply with her 
Majesi^^s entreaties. ^ How unpolite ! ^ smiled he to us young 
ones. * He had a majestic port and physiognomy ; an affable 
polite air accompanied all his movements, all his actions.^ 
Kind of stereotyped smile on his face ; nothing of the inner 
gloom visible on our Charles ii. and similar men of sin. He 
looked often at Wilhelmina, and was complimentary to a 
d^ree, — ^for reasons undivinable to Wilhelmina. For the 
rest, ^ much broken for his age ^ ; the terrible debaucheries 
{lea dibauches terribles) having had their effect on him. He 
has fallen Widower last year. His poor Wife was a Bran- 
denburg - Baireuth Princess ; a devout kind of woman ; 
austerely witnessing the irremediable in her lot. He has got 
fal: on with his Three-hundred and fifty-four ; is now going 
fifty-five ; lame of a foot, as we see, which the great Petit of 
Paris cannot cure, neither he nor any Surgeon, but can only 
alleviate by cutting-off two toes. Pink of politeness, no 
doubt of it ; but otherwise the strangest dilapidated hulk of 
a two-legged animal without feathers ; probably, in fact, the 
diief Natural Solecism under the Sun at that epodi ; — 
extremely complimentary to us Princesses, to me especially. 
< He quitted her Majest^^s Apartment after an hour's con- 
versation: she rose to reconduct him, but he would by no 
manner of means permit that,' — and so vanished, carried off 
doubtless by the shining creatures again. The ^Electoral 
Prince,' Heir- Apparent, next made his visit ; but he was a 
dry subject in comparison, of whom no Princess could say 
much. Prince Friedrich will know him better by and by. 

Young Maurice, ^ Count of Saxony,' famed afterwards as 
Markihci de SctxCj he also is here with his Half-Sister Orzelska 
and the others, in the train of the paternal Man of Sin ; and 
makes acquaintance with Friedrich. He is son of the female 
Konigsmark called Aurora (^ who alone of mortals could make 
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C!harles Twelfth fly his ground^); nqihewy therefore, of the 
male Konigsmark who wu cut-down long ago at Hanofer, 
and buried in the fireplaoe. He resemUet hk Father in 
strength, vivacity, above all thingi in debandiery, and dia- 
r^axd of finance. They manried him at the dne yeaxs to 
some poor rich woman ; but with her he has abeady ended ; 
with her and with many others. Ckuuiand, Adtknne Le- 
couvreur, Anne Iwanowna with the big cheek:— -the reader 
has periiaps searched out these things for himself from Hbe 
dull Histoiy-Books ; — or perhaps it was better for him if he 
never sought them ? Dukedom of Courland, connected with 
Polish sovereignly, and now about to foil vacant, was one of 
Count Maurice^s grand sallies in the world. AAnmnnm 
Lecouvreur, foolish Frendi Actress, lent him all the SOfiOOL 
she had gathered by holding the mirror up to Nature and 
otherwise, to prosecute this Courland business ; which proved 
impossible for him. He was adventurous enough, audacious 
enough ; fought well ; but the problem was. To foil in love 
with the Dowager Anne Iwanowna, Cousin of Czar Peter n. ; 
big brazen Russian woman (such a cfieek the Pictures give her, 
in size and somewhat in expression like a Westphalia ham !), 
who was Widow of the last active Duke : — and this, with all 
his adventurous audacity. Count Maurice could not do. The 
big Widow discovered that he did not like Westphalia hams 
in that particular form ; that he only pretended to like them : 
upon which, in just indignation, she disowned and dismissed 
him ; and falling herself to be Czarina not long afterwards, 
and taking Bieren the Courlander for her beloved, she made 
Bieren Duke, and Courland became impossible for Count 
Maurice. 

However, he too is a dashing young fellow ; < circular black 
eyebrows, eyes glittering bright, partly with animal vivacity, 
partly with spiritual C stands six feet in his stockings, breaks 
horse-shoes with his hands; full of irregular ingenuity and 
audacity ; has been soldiering about, ever since birth almost ; 
and understands many a thing, though the worst spdkr ever 
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known. With him too young Fritz is mudi charmed : the 
flower, he, of the illegitimate Three-hundred and fifty-four, 
and probably the chief achievement of the Saxon Man of Sin 
in this world, where he took such trouble. Friedrich and he 
maintained some occasional correspondence afterwards ; but, 
to judge by Friedrich^s part of it (mere polite congratulations 
on Fontenoy, and the like), it must have been of the last 
vacuity ; and to us it is now absolute zero, however clearly 
spelt and printed.^ 

The Physically Strong, in some three weeks, after kindling 
such an efiulgence about Berlin as was never seen before or 
since in Friedrich William^s reign, went his way again, — 
* towards Poland for the Diet,^ or none of us cares whither or 
for what. Here at Berlin he has been sublime enough. Some 
of the phenomena surpassed anything Wilhelmina ever saw : 
such floods and rows of resplendent people crowding in to 
dinner ; and shc^ could not but contrast the splendour of the 
Polish retinues and their plumages and draperies, with the 
straight-buttoned Prussian dignitaries, all in mere soldier 
uniform, succinct *blue coat, white linen gaiters,^ and no 
superfluity even in the epaulettes and red facings. At table, 
she says, they drank much, talked little, and bored one 
another a great deal {s^efmuyoieni beaucoup). 

Qf Princess WUhelminds Four Kings and other fneffedual 

Suitors 

Dilapidated Polish Majesty, we observed, was extremely 
attentive to Wilhelmina ; nor could she ascertain, for long 
after, what the particular reason was. Long after, Wilhelmina 
ascertained that there had been the wonderfiilest scheme con- 
cocting, or as good as concocted, in these swearings of eternal 

^ Given altogether in CEuvns d$ FridirU U Grand^ zviL 300-309. See 
farther, whoever has cnriotity, Preuss, Friedrkks LibensgisckUkU^ liL 167-169; 
Etpagnac, Vie iu CamU d$ Sax* (a good little military Book, done into German, 
Leip>i& I774i 3 voU.) ; Cramer, DMkwUrdigkiiten der Grafin Aurora twm 
X^igsmark (Leipng, 1836) ; etc. etc. 
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hand, and prophesied, * She was to be in terms of courtship, 
engagement or as good as engagement, with Four Kings, and 
to wed none of tiiem.^ Wilhehnina counts them in her 
mature dajs, The^rsi will surprise everybody, — Charles xn. 
of Sweden ; — who never can have been much of a suitor, the 
rather as the young Lady was then only six gone ; but who 
might, like enough, be talked of, by transient third-parties, 
in those old Stralsund times. The second, — cannot we guess 
who the second is ? The ffiird is this August the dilapidated 
Strong. As to the second^ Wilhelmina sees already, in credu- 
lous moments, that it may be Hanover Fred, whom she will 
never many either ; — and does not see (nor did, at the time 
of writing her MhnoireSf ^ in 1744^ say the Books) that Fred 
never would come to Kingship, and that the Palmistry was 
incomplete in that point. The Jburih^ again, is clearly young 
Czar Peter u. ; of whom there was transient talk or project, 
some short time after this of the dilapidated third. But that 
too came to nothing ; the poor young lad died while only 
fifteen ; nay, he had already * fallen in love with his Aunt 
Elizabeth ^ {mfSme Caiin du Nord in time coming), and given 
up the Prussian prospect.^ 

All which would be nothing, or almost less, to Wilhelmina, 
walking fancy-free there, — were it not for Papa and Mamma, 
and the importunate insidious bystanders. Who do make a 
thing of it, first and last ! Never in any romance or stage- 
play was young Lady, without blame, without furtherance 
and without hindrance of her own, so tormented about a 
settlement in life 5 — ^passive she, all the while, mere clay in 

i He was the Great Peter's Grandson (Son having gone a tragical road) ; Czar, 

xf >, 1 larv 1730 ! Anne Iwanowna (Great Peter's Niece, elder Brother's 

May [727-Januai7 / ^ ^^^^ ^^^ ^^^ ^ ^j^^l^^ succeeded ; till her death, 

Daughter;, our co" ^^^ ^^^ ^j.^^^^ ^^^^ of revolution, the Elizabeth just 

October 1740: tftOT, ^^^^ittt of the Great Peter by his little brown Czarina 

mentioned, who wa» ^^^ ^^^^ g^ Mannstein, Memoirs of Russia (London, 

QLtheriDe whom ^^ ^c account of Peter 11. ; and the rest of the Volume for a 

1770), PP' ^'^3> ^^f.^rv of this Anne, at least of her Wars, where Mannstein 

timBelfusmllybBd^^ 

VOL. n- 
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the hands of the potter ; and bagging the Univerae to have 
the extreme goodness only to leave her alone i — 

Thus too, among the train of Ijng August in this Berlin 
visit, a certain Soldier Official of his, Duke of Sachsen Weis- 
senfels, Johann Adolf by name, a poor Cadet Cousin of the 
Saxon House, — another elderly Royal Highness of small 
possibility, — was particulaily attentive to Wilhelmina ; now 
and on subsequent occasions. Titular Duke of Wdssenfels, 
Brother of the real Duke, and not even sure of the succession 
as yet; but living on Ijng Augustus pay; not without 
capacity of drink and the like, some all^e :— otherwise a 
mere betitled, betasselled military gentleman, of no special 
qualities, evil or good ; — ^who will often turn-up again in this 
History; but faSs always to make any impression on us 
except that of a Serene Highness in the abstract ; unex- 
ceptionable Human Mask, of polite turn, behung with titles, 
and no doubt a stomach in the inside of it : he now, and 
afterwards, by all opportunities, dUigentiy continued his 
attentions in the Wilhelmina quarter. For a good while it 
was never guessed what he could be driving at ; till at last 
Queen Sophie, becoming aware of it, took him to task ; with 
cold severity, reminded him that some things are on one^s 
level, and some things not. To which humbly bowing, in 
unfeigned penitence, he retired fix>m the audacity, back fore- 
most : Would never even in dreams have presumed, had not 
his Prussian Majesty authorised ; would now, since Jier Prus- 
sian Majesty had that feeling, withdraw silently, and live 
forgotten, as an obscure Royal Highness in the abstract 
(though fallen Widower lately) ought to do. And so at 
least there was an end of that matter, one might hope, — 
though in effect it still abortively started up now and then, 
on Papa^s part, in his frantic humours, for years to come. 

Then there is the Margraf of Schwedt, Friedrich Wilhelm 
by name, chief Prince of the Blood, his Majesty^s Cousin, 
and the Old Dessauer'^s Nephew; none of the likeliest of 
men, intrinsically taken : he and his Dowager Mother, — ^the 
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Dessauer'^s Sister, a highgoing, tacitly obstinate old Dowager 

(who dresses, if I recollect, in flagrant colours), — are very 

troublesome to Wilhelmina. The flagrant Dame, — she might 

have been * Queen-Mother ^ once forsooth, had Papa and my 

Brother but been made away with ! — watches her time, and 

is diligent by all opportunities. 



CHAPTER IV 

DOUBLE-MARRIAGE PROJECT IS NOT DEAD 

And the Double-Marriage, in such circumstances, are we 
to consider it as dead, then ? In the soul of Queen Sophie 
and those she can influence, it lives flame-bright ; but with 
all others it has fallen into a very dim state. Friedrich 
Wilhelm is still privately willing, perhaps in a degree wishful ; 
but the delays, the supercilious neglects have much disgusted 
him ; and he, in the mean while, entertains those new specu- 
lations. George n., never a lover of the Prussian Majesty'^s 
nor loved by him, has been very high and distant ever since 
his Accession; offensive rather than otherwise. He also is 
understood to be vaguely willing for the thing ; willing 
enough, would it be so kind as accomplish itself without 
trouble to him. But the settlements, the applications to 
Parliament : — and all for this perverse Fred, who has become 
unlovely, and irritates our royal mind ? George pushes the 
matter into its pigeon-holes again, when brought before him. 
Higher thoughts occupy the soul of little George. Congress 
of Soissons, Convention of the Pardo,^ Treaty of Seville ; a 
part to be acted on the world-theatre, with applauses, with 
envies, almost from the very demigods ? Great Kaisers, over- 

> Or, in effect, < Treaty of Madrid,' 6th March 1728. This was iht pre/ace to 
SoissoDS ; Termagant at length consenting there, ' at her Palace of the Pardo ' 
(Kaiser and all the world urging her for ten months past), to accept the Peace, 
and leave-off besieging Gibraltar to no purpose (Coze, L 303). 
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shadowing Nature with their Pngmatic SmctJonis tfadr pie- 
tematural Diplomacies, and making the Tenertrial Walaniy 
reel hither and thither ; — ^Kaiaen to be dendied periiapa fay 
one^s dexterity of gnuip, and the Balance steadied again? 
Prussian Double-Marriage ! — 

One royal soul there is who never will consent to have the 
Double-Marriage die: Queen Sojdbie. She had pawned her 
own private act-of-parliament for it ; she was a very obstinate 
wife, to a husband equally obstinate. ^ Je bonJevenerm 
V Empire^ writes she once; *I will overturn the German 
Empire,^ if they drive me to it, in this matter.^ What secret 
manoeuvering and endeavouring went on unweariedly cm royal 
Sophie^s part, we need not say ; nor in what bad elemmt, of 
darkness and mendacity, of eavesdropping, nunouiing, badi- 
stairs intriguing, the affair now moved. She ccNresponds on 
it with Queen Caroline of England ; she keeps her two 
children true to it, especially her Son, the more important 
of them. 



Crowfi'Prince Friedrich zvrUes certain Letters 

Queen Sophie did not overturn the Empire, but she did 
almost overturn her own and her family^s existence, by these 
courses ; which were not wise in her case. It is certain she 
persuaded Crown-Prince Friedrich, who was always his Mother^s 
boy, and who perhaps needed little bidding in this instance, 
' to write to Queen Caroline of England ^ ; Letters one or 
several : thrice-dangerous Letters ; setting forth (in sub- 
stance). His deathless affection to that Beauty of the world, 
her Majesty'^s divine Daughter the Princess Amelia (a very 
paragon of young women, to judge by her picture and one^s 
own imagination) ; and likewise the firm resolution he, Fried- 

^ Letter copied by Dubourgay (in Despatch, marked Private, to Lord Towns- 
hend, 3d- 14th May 1729); no clear address given, — ^probably to Dubonigay 
himself, ecnvtyid by 'a Lady' (one of the Queen's Ladies), as he dimly 
intimates. 
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rich Crown-Prinoe, has formed, and the vow he hereby makes, 
Either to wed that celestial creature when permitted, or else 
never any of the Daughters of Eve in this world. Congresses 
of Soissons, Smoking Parliaments, Preliminaries of the Pardo 
and Treaties of Seville may go how they can. If well, it 
shall be well ; if not well, here is my vow, solemn pro- 
mise and unchangeable determination, which your gracious 
Majesty is humbly entreated to lay up in the tablets of your 
royal heart, and to remember on my behalf, should bad 
days arise ! — 

It is clear such Letters were sent ; at what date first be- 
ginning, we do not know ; — possibly before this date ? Nor 
would matters rise to the vowing pitch all at once. One 
Letter, supremely dangerous should it come to be known, 
Wilhelmina has copied for us,^ — ^in Official style (for it is the 
Mother^s composition this one) and without date to it : — 
the guessable date is about two years hence ; and we wiU 
give the poor Document farther on, if there be plsuce for it. 

Such particulars are yet deeply unknown to Friedrich 
Wilhelm ; but he surmises the general drift of things in that 
quarter; and how a disobedient Son, crossing his Father^s 
will in every point, abets his Mother^s disobedience, itself 
audacious enough, in regard to this one. It is a fearful 
aggravation of Friedrich Wilhelm'^s ill-humour with such a 
Son, which has long been upon the growing hand. His 
dislikes, we know, were otherwise neither few nor small. 
Mere * dklike^ '* properly so-called, or dissimilarities to Fried- 
rich Wilhelm, a good many of them ; dissimilarities also to 
a Higher Pattern, some ! But these troubles of the Double- 
Marriage will now hurry them, the just and the unjust of 
them^ towards the flaming pitch. The poor youth has a bad 
time; and the poor Father too, whose humour we know! 
Surly gusts of indignation, not unfrequently cuffs and strokes ; 
or still worse, a settled aversion, and rage of the chronic 
kind ; studied n^lect and contempt, — so as not even to help 

1 Wilhelmina, L 183. 
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him at Uble, but lam Um hmltix^ vUk tte 
all thi« the young maa has to bear. Hie ii 
treatmentii, authentieafly cfanmided in WilhfhmaTi 
other Bookf, though in a d aiili Bif amntcDigifale 
would make a tragie eimi I — Bob are two Rinel% 
from the Pnmian State-Aidiifei^ whkfa will dhow 
what height matters had gooei hi this Hie yoong 
M^veuteenth year. 

7b his Mqfestgf (from the Ctewn-Frinoe) 




Ufth 
* Mv Diun Papaj^I have not, for a long wlifls;, |»i— laiiil ts 
to my dssr PapA; ptrUj beesnss be forlmde me; bat ehMj 
had rssNon to szpeot a still wone leesptioa than vsnal : ani, te 
anirsritif mj dear F^ hj mj prsNot request^ I bave prefcfiei 
It In wrltliif( to him. 

^ I therafore beg my dear Pbpa to be gracious to me ; and can ben s^ 
thati alter long reflection^ my conscience has not accused me of anj tbe 
leant thing with which 1 could reproach myself. But if I have, against 
my will and knowledge, done anything that has angered my dear Papa, 
I lierswlth most submissively beg forgiveness ; and hope my dear Papa 
will Isy S"lde that cruel hatred which I cannot but notice in all bis 
trsstmeiit of me. I could not otherwise suit myself to it ; as I always 
thought I had a gracious Papa, and now have to see the contrary. I 
tabs ixinfldeiioei then, and hope that my dear Papa will consider all tbis, 
and agaiti he gracious to me. And, in the mean while, I assure him that 
I will iisver, all my days, fail witb my will ; and, notwithstanding bis 
dUfavoiir Ui me, remain,^' My dear Papa's Most £uthful and obedient 
HervsntandHon, 

'FanEDRIGB.' 

To wliic-h Friedrich Wilhelm, by return of messenger, writes 
what follows. Very implacable, we may perceive ; — ^not calling 
IiIn Pcilitionor * lliou,^ as kind Paternity might have dictated ; 
liidiiltdly lesH by the polite title <They (Siey which latter 
indeedt the distinguished title of ' Sie, his Prussian Majesty, 
we call remark, reserves for Foreigners of the suprem^ 
ciualltyt M)d domestic IMnces of the Blood ; naming all other 

^ Dubourgay, smpitis. 
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Prussian subjects, and poor Fritz in this place, ^ He (Er)y in 
the style of a gentleman to his valet, — which style even a 
valet of these new days of ours would be unwilling to put up 
with. '£r, He,^ ^His"^ and the other derivatives sound 
loftily repulsive in the German ear ; and lay-open impassable 
gulfs between the Speaker and the Spoken- to. ^His 
obstinate^ — ^But we must, after all, say Thj/ and Thouj for 
intelligibility's sake : 

'Thy obstinate perverse disposition' (Koj^, head)^ 'which does not love 
thy Father^ — ^for when one does everything' (ever3rthiDg commanded) 
'and really loves one's Father^ one does what tiie Father requires^ not 
while he' is there to see it^ bat when his back is turned too' — (His 
Majesty's style is very abstruse^ ill-spelt^ intricate^ and in this instance 
trips itself^ and fiidls on its face here^ a mere intricate nominative without 
a verb !) — ' For the rest^ thou know'st very well that I can endure no 
effeminate fellow (tfeminirten Kerl), who has no human inclination in 
him ; who puts himself to shamOj cannot ride nor shoot ; and withal is 
dirty in his person ; frizdes his hair like a fool^ and does not cut it off. 
And all this I have^ a thousand times^ reprimanded ; but all in vain^ and 
no improvement in nothing (keine Buserung in nxU Ut\ For the rest^ 
haughty^ proud as a churl ; speaks to nobody but some few^ and is not 
popular and affable ; and cuts grimaces with his face^ as if he were a fool ; 
and does my will In nothing unless held to it by force ; nothing out of 
love ; — and has pleasure in nothing but following his own whims' (own 
Kapf), — 'no use to him in anything else. This is the answer. 

'Frisdrioh Wilhblm.'^ 



DoubU-Marriage Project reemerges in an Official Shape 

These are not favoxuable outlooks for the Double-Marriage. 
Nevertheless it comes and goes ; and within three weeks later, 
we are touched almost with a kind of pity to see it definitely 
emerging in a kind of Official state once more. For the 
question is symbolical of important political questions. The 
question means withal, What is to be done in these dreadful 
Congress-of-Soissons complexities, and mad reelings of the 
Terrestrial Balance ? Shall we hold by a dubious and rather 

^ Preuts, i. 27 ; from Cramer, pp. 33, 34 



I 



M MASKIAGE PKOJECT ADKIFT [BOOK VL 

imif m spite d Ut dahietiet, Ut hig^y 

(ior vUdi he wmj luie lenons) about 

of Jufick ad Bog? Or alidl «e not dutch at 

pcriMfB bring him to terms ? Hie 
kid BO Heasud; but «e guess its 
UbBt» tmoitiT dime in dnrnb-Anwr) me dondy, abstmse 

cttUitime! Tbe FkusBui ICnisten, if they 
. take dilumt sides ; old Dgcn, the oldest and 
A^uest i!f them, is stamg tar Kngland, 

Emq^ in the kginniiig of October, Qoeoi Sophie^ ^by 
ciuus desie of his Msjestr,^ who will have e^lidt Yes or 
N^ OD thst matter, writes to England, a Letter ^prioaie and 
^Wf" of such puqiort, — ^Letter (now invisible) whidi 
Dobouigay is proud to transmit.^ Dobouigay is proud ; and 
oU Dgau her Majesty informed me on the morrow, < wept for 
joT«' so nalous was he on that side. Poor old gentleman, — 
lespectable rusty old Iron Safe with seven locks, which nobody 
woukl now care to pick, — he died few weeks after, at his post 
as was proper ; and saw no Double-Marriage, after alL But 
Dubourgay shakes-out his feathers ; the Double-Marriage being 
again e%'idently alive. 

For England answers, cordially enough, if not with all the 
hurry Fricdridi Wilhelm wanted, * Yea, we are willing for the 
thing ; * — and meets with great equanimity and liberality, the 
new whims, difficulties and misgivings, which arose on Fried- 
rich Wilhelm's part, at a wearisome rate, as the n^otiation 
wont on ; ainl which are alwa^-s frankly smoothed away again 
bv tlio coi^Ier pwrty. Why did not the bargain dose, then ? 
Alas oiw find** ^« answer Yea had unfortunatdy set his 
IVussiAW Majesty on viewing, through magnifiers, what 
advAutageti^ there might have been in No : this is a difficulty 
then* i* "o clearing away! Probably, too, the Tobacco- 
IVrliauwnt was imlustrious. Friedrich Wilhelm, at last, tries 
if Half will not do; anxious, as we all too much are, *to say 
Yen ^mi No*i ^^i"g in f?*^* straits, poor man: — *Your 

t IVupfttch, 5th October I728» in State- Paper Office 
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Prince of Wales to wed Wilhelmina at once ; the other Match 
to stand over ? '^ To which the English Government answers 
always briefly, * No ; both the Marriages or none ! ^ — Will the 
reader consent to a few compressed glances into the extinct 
Dubourgay Correspondence ; much compressed, and here and 
there a rushlight stuck in it, for his behoof. Dubourgay, at 
Berlin, writes; my Lord Townshend, in St. Jameses, reads, 
usually rather languid in answering : 

Berlin, 9th November 1728. 'Prussian Majesty much pleased with 
English Answers ' to the Yes-or-No question ; ' will send a Minister to 
our Court ahout the time his Britannic Majesty may think of coming 
over to his German Dominions. Would flnkenstein (Head Tutor)^ or 
would Knyphausen (distinguished Official here), be the agreeable man ? ' 
'"Either," answer the English ; ''either is good." 

BerUn, tame date, 'Queen sent for me just now ; is highly content 
with the state of things. " I have now," said her Miyesty^ " the pleasure 
to tell you that I am free, God be blessed, of all the anguish I have 
laboured under for some time past, which was so great that I have several 
times been on the point of sending for you to procure my Brother's 
protection for my Son, who, I thought, ran the greatest danger from the 
artifices of Seckendorf and " ' — Poor Queen ! 

Nov, 16th, ' Queen told me : When the Court was at Wusterhausen,' 
two months ago, hunting partridges and wild swine,^ ' Seckendorf and 
Grumkow intrigued for a match between Wilhelmina and the Prince of 
Weissenfels,' elderly Royal Highness in the Abstract, whom we saw 
already, 'thereby to prevent a closer union between the Prussian and 
EnglisQi Courts, — and Grumkow having withal the private view of ousting 
his antagonist the Prince of Anhalt' (Old Dessauer, whom he had to meet in 
duel, but did not fight), ' as Weissenfels, once Son-in-law, would certainly 
be made Commander-in-Chief,' ' to the extrusion of Anhalt from that 
office. Which notable piece of policy her Majesty, by a little plain 
speech, took her opportunity of putting an end to, as we saw. For the 
rest, 'the Dutch Minister and also the French Secretaries here,' greatly 
interested about the peace of Europe, and the Congress of Soissons in 
these weeks, ' have had a communication from this Court, of the fiftvour- 
able disposition ours is in with respect to the Double Match,' — beneficent 
for the Terrestrial Balance, as they and I hope. So that things look 
well ? Alas, — 

^ Fassmann, p. 3S6. 

' Dubouigay, in State-Paper Office (Prussian Despatches, vol. xxxv.). 
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Falls illy in consequence ; and the Dovble-Marriage cannot 

geifonxHxrd 

l^his was one of Friedrich Wilhelm'^s grandest huntdng- 
IkhiI^ this of January 17S9 ; at all events, he will never have 
another such. By such fierce riding, and defiance of the 
winter elements and rules of regimen, his Majesty returned to 
IVibs^lam with ill symptoms of health ; — symptoms never seen 
befono; except transiently, three years ago, after a similar 
bout ; when the Doctors, shaking their heads, had mentioned 
the word * Gout^ — * Narren-Possen ! ' Friedrich Wilhelm had 
answered, * Grout?'* — But now, February 1729, it is gout in 
ven* deed. His poor Majesty has to admit : ^ I am gouty, 
then ! Shall have gout for companion henceforth. I am 
luvaking-up, then ? ** Which is a terrible message to a man. 
His Majesty'^s age is not forty-one till August coming : but he 
has hunted furiously. 

Adoring Fassnmnn gives a quite touching €iccount of 
l'ViiHlrichWilhelm''s performances under gout, now and generally, 
which were begun on this occasion. How he suffered ex- 
tiXMuely, yet never neglected his royal duties in any press of 
l^in. Could seldom get any sleep till towards four or five in 
tho morning, and then had to be content with an hour or two ; 
nftor which his Official Secretaries came in with their Papers, 
«uul ho signwl, dispatched, resolved, with best judgment, — 
tho top of the moniing always devoted to business. At noon, 
up if |HVHsihlc; and dines, *in dressing-gown, with Queen and 
^^hildiXMu' .\fter dinner, commonly to bed again; and would 
IHiiut \\\ i>il ; sometimes do light joiner-work, chiseling and 
^*>luvin^ : bv and by lie inactive with select friends sitting 
'>HnuK M>mo of whom had tlie right of entry, others not, under 
l**'hnUiiv*, HuddonbixKk, IX^rschau, rough old M€u-lborough 
■^^a^^^tit, wow ^morally there: these, *and two other persons," 

linu^kox^ an\i Stvkendorfi whom Fassmann does not name, 
^^< ho fiv< into ttMuWofc- -*sat, well within earshot, round the 
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bed. And always at the head was Theiro Majesty the Queen, 
sometimes with the Eing^s hand laid in hers, and his face 
turned up to her, as if he sought assuagement ^ — O my dim 
old Friend, let us dry our tears ! 

^ Sometimes the Crown-Prinoe read aloud in some French 
Book,^ Title not given ; Crown-Prinoe^s voice known to me as 
very fine. Grenerally the Princess Louisa was in the room, 
too ; Louisa, who became of Anspach shortly ; not Wilhel- 
mina, who lies in fever and relapse and smallpox, and close 
at death^s door, almost since the beginning of tliese bad days. 
The Crown-Prinoe reads, we say, with a voice of melodious 
clearness, in French more or less instructive. ^ At other times 
there went on discourse, about public matters, foreign news, 
thinsFS in eeneral ; discourse of a cheerful or of a serious 
naiZ; alJays w^th some substance of sense in it,-*and 
not the least mt^ permitted, as is too much the case in certain 
higher circles ! ' says adoring Fassmann ; who privately knows 
of ^Courts '* (perhaps the GlanvUrdigste, Gloryworthiest, August 
the Great's Court, for one ?) * with their hired Tom-Fools,' not 
yet an extinct species, attempting to ground wit on that bad 
basis. Prussian Majesty could not endure any ^ Zoten ' : pro- 
fanity and indecency, both avaunt. * He had to hold out in 
this way, awake till ten o'clock, for the chance of night's sleep.' 
Earlier in the afternoon, we said, he perhaps does a little in 
oil-painting, having learnt something of that art in young 
times ; — ^there is a poor artist in attendance, to mix the colours, 
and do the first sketch of the thing. Specimens of such 
Pictures still exist. Portraits generally ; all with this epigraph, 
Fredericus WUhehnus m tormenAs pkurii (Painted by Friedrich 
Wilhelm in his torments) ; and are worthy the attention of 
the curious.^ Is not this a sublime patient ? 

Fassmann admits, ^ there might be spurts of tmpatience 
now and then; but how richly did Majesty make it good 
again after reflection ! He was also subject to whims even 
about people whom he otherwise esteemed. One meritorious 

^ Fassmann, p. 392 ; see Forster, etc. 
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gentleman, who shall be nameless, much thought of by the 
King, his Majesty's nerves could not endure, though his mind 
well did : ** Makes my gout worse to see him drilling in the 
esplanade there; let another do it!^ — and vouchsafed an 
apologetic assurance to the meritorious gentleman afflicted 
in consequence.'* — O my dim old Friend, these surely are 
sublimities of the sickbed ? ^ So it lasted for some five weeks 
long,' well on towards the summer of this bad year 1729. 
Wilhelmina says, in briefer business language, and looking 
onlv at the wrong side of the tapestry, * It was a Hell-on-Earth 
to us, Ijcs peifhts du Purgaiaire ne pouvaierU igakr cdks que 
sous rmiurions;''^ and supports the statement by abundant 
examples, during those flamy weeks. 

For, in the interim, withal, the English n^otiation is as 
good as gone out ; nay there are waterspouts brewing aloft 
\*ontlor, enough to wash negotiation from the world. Of which 
terrible weather-phenomena we shall have to speak by and 
by : but must first, by way of commentary, give a glance at 
Si>iwtonH and the Terrestrial LibrUy so far as necessary for 
human objects, — not far, by any means. 



CHAPTER V 

iONOUKSS OF SOISSONS, SIXTH CRISIS IN THE 

SPECTRE-HUNT 

TuK HO cuIUhI Sj>anish War, and dangerous futile Siege of 
Oibmllur, hud not ondwl at the death of George i. ; though 
uionnun^ ImuI alix^uly boon agreed upon, by the Kaiser tmd 
|wu1i(i« iuloiivittxl, to end it, — only the King of Spain (or 
Kingw WilV, wo »hould say) made difficulties. Difficulties, 
n\\%\ I luui kopt firing, wiUiout effect, at the Fortress for about 
n vmu* nuuv ; artor which, her humour or her powder being 
null S|MUUiih Mi\)t^ty signeil like the otliers. Peace again for 
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all and sundry of us : * Preliminaries ^ of Peace signed at Paris, 
81st May 1727, three weeks before Gkorge^s death; ^ Peace ^ 
itself finally at the Pardo or at Madrid, the Termagant having 
spent her powder, 6th March 1728 ;^ and a ^ Congress ** (bless 
tiie mark !) to settle on what terms in every point. 

Congress, say at Aix-la-Chapelle ; say at Cambrai again, — 
for there are difficulties about the place. Or say finally at 
Soissons ; where Fleury wished it to be, that he might get the 
reins of it better in hand ; and where it finally was, — and 
where the ghost or name of it yet is, an empty enigma in the 
memories of some men. Congress of Soissons did meet, 14th 
Jime 1728 ; opened itself, as a Corporeal Entity in this world ; 
sat for above a year ; — and did nothing ; Fleury quite declining 
the Pragmatic Sanction, though the anxious Kaiser was ready 
to make astonishing sacrifices, give up his Ostend Company 
(Paper Shadow of a Company), or what you will of that kind, 
— if men would have conformed. 

These Diplomatic gentlemen, — say, are they aught ? They 
seem to understand me, by each at once his choppy finser 
laying on his skinny lii« ! Princes of the Powers <J the K, 
shall we define them ? It is certain the solid Earth or her 
facts, except being held in perpetual terror by such workings 
of the Shadow-world, reaped no efiect fix>m those Twenty 
Years of Congressing ; Seckendorf himself might as well have 
lain in bed, as ridden those 25,000 miles, and done such 
quantities of double distillations. No efiect at all : only some 
futile gunpowder spent on Gibraltar, and splinters of shot and 
shells (saleable as old iron) found about the rocks there ; which 
is not much of an effect for Twenty Years of such industry. 

The sublime Congress of Soissons met, as we say, at the 
above date (just while the Polish Majesty was closing his 
Berlin Visit) ; but found itself no abler for work than that 
of Cambrai had been. The Deputies from France I do not 
mention ; nor from Spain, nor frt>m Austria. The Deputies 
from England were Colonel or now properly Brigadier-Greneral 

^ Sch51], ii 2X2, 213. 



i 



CHAP, v.] CONGRESS OF SOJSSONS 145 

Jane tpM-fior, lyagH 

with Elizabeth Famese ; France, England, Holland, Spain, 
have all closed, — Italian Apanages to be at once secured, 
Ostead to be at once suppressed, with what else behoves ; — 
and the Kaiser is left alone ; standing upon his Pragmatic 
Sanction there, nobody bidding him now budge ! 

At which the Kaiser is naturally thrice and four times 
wroth and alarmed : — and Seckendorf in the Tabaks-CoUegium 
had need to be doubly busy. As we shall find he is (though 
without effect), when the time comes round : — but we have 
not yet got to November of this Year 1729 ; there are still 
six or eight important months between us and that. Im- 
portant months; and a Prussian-English ^ Waterspout,^ as 
we have named it, to be seen, with due wonder, in the 
political sky ! — 

Congress of Soissons, now fallen mythical to mankind, and 
as inane as that of Cambrai, is perhaps still memorable in 
one or two slight points. First, it has in it, as one of the 
Austrian Deputies, that Baron von Bentenrieder, tallest of 
living Diplomatists, who was pressed at one time for a 
Prussian soldier; — ^readers recollect it? Walking through 
the streets of Halberstadt, to stretch his long limbs till his 
carriage came up, the Prussian sentries laid hold of him, 
^ Excellent Potsdam giant, this one ! ^ — and haled him off to 
their guardhouse; till carriage and lackeys came; then, 
^ Thousand humblest pardons, your Excellenz ! ^ who foigave 
the fellows. Barely possible some lighter readers might wish 
to see, for one moment, an Excellenz that has been seized by 
a Pressgang ? Which perhaps never happened to any other 
Excellenz ; — ^the like of which, I have been told, might merit 
him a soir^ from strong-minded women, in some remoter 
parts of the world. Not to say that he is the tallest of living 
Diplomatists ; another unique circumstance ! — Bentenrieder 
soon died; and had his place at Soissons filled up by an 
Excellenz of the ordinary height, who had never been pressed. 
But nothing can rob the Congress of this fact, that it once 

VOL. n. K 



{ 



:W MARRIAGE PROJECT ADRIFT [bookvl 
foiOBBmier far mmb u i and, so fiv, is entitled to the 



EDteieUiiig in this Congress ; but 
cuuBic SiIIt be iu i citigj i tod l fcr want of dates. Always, we 
pwKi^. jkxcnfin; to tbe news of it that reach Berlin,— of 
E v^uni j^imir R^M fir tbe Kaixr or going wrong for him, 
— ^ fVjswBiB IbiotT s treatoMBt of his ddldren varies. If 
Sivani ^ ^^t &r ^ F s iw i , wdl, and his Majesty is in 
^oM-^ttznMtzr with f^wfw with CVown-nrinoe and Wilhelmina. 
if Eviuc ^ vro^g fcr the Kaiser, dark doods gather on 
:ifetf rvnk Sn>w« in ^ lojral heart : cqphxle in thunderstorms; 
Aou AS Itnacth crockcnr goes firing through the rooms, blows 
imxoii CO the poor Princes back; and her Majesty is in 
twfcns »»fnf iluu» come again. F^mt as a general rule, unless 
Ae Fiwrfish Nesjotiation haTe some prospering fit, and pro- 
iiAX e?&vptioDaI phenomena* Friedridi Wilhelm, ever loyal 
ttt hiwrt« sbuKi^ $tead&$t bv his Kaiser ; ever readv ^ to strike 
,wt v^v » A-jiiU^r^' as he calk it) with his best strength in 
Muif <«/ a cause which, pxxl soul, he thinks is essentially 
i;<rtt)a» ; — aII the rvadier if at any time it seem now exdu- 
stv^x iS^ruum^ the French* Spanish, English, and other un- 
k««W> Fvwviicu world being clean cut loose fix)m it, or even 
jL^aiKliu^ ranked a^punst it. * When will it go off, then 
^ ^'jvH gt^ c'.t Av) • ' asks Friedrich Wilhelm often ; diligently 
dtiltiii^ his Si\tv lliousand« and snorting contempt on ^ Un- 
^titaiiistu (Cm.k'Ht^'kk^UV be it on the part of friends or of 
<^H'^uicK. IvvkkI s^HiU and whether he will ever get Jiilich and 
tVi*^ \Htt i4* it« is distxactingly problematiod ; and the 
t\»l^\\w)\urtiauiet\t is busy with him ! 

l\miHis tv> see, so far as ilates go, how Friedrich Wilhelm 
s^ii^^ti his tune to Wife and Children in exact correspondence 
t\« the iK>tc« given init at Soissons for a Kaiser and his Frag- 
HMttc SaiK^tiiUi. l\x>r Prussian Household, poor back, and 
Ik^art, v4* iVi^wn-lVince ; what a concert it is in this world, 
ii^ IViianH'ut for souffleur ! Let the big Diplomatist 
Ml itf the Tui^'erse go this way, there are caresses for a 
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young Soldier and his behaviour in the giant regiment ; let 
the same Bassoon sound that way, bangs and knocks descend 
on him ; the two keep time togetiier, — so busy is the Smoking 
Parliament with his Majesty of Prussia. The world has 
seen, with horror and wonder, Friedrich Wilhelm''s beating of 
his grown children : but the pair of Meerkaizen^ or enchanted 
Demon- Apes, disguised as loyal Councillors, riding along with 
him the length of a Terrestrial Equator, have not been so 
familiar to the world. Seckendorf, Grumkow : we had often 
heard of Devil-Diplomatists; and shuddered over horrible 
pictures of them in Novels ; hoping it was all fancy : but 
here actually is a pair of them, transcending all Novels ; — 
perhaps the highest cognisable fact to be met with in Devil- 
DiplcHuacy. And it may be a kind of comfort to readers, 
both to know it, and to discern gradually what the just gods 
make of it withal. Devil-Diplomatists do exist, at least 
have existed, never doubt it farther ; and their astonishingly 
dextrous mendacities and enchanted spiderwebs, — can these 
go any road but one in this Universe ? 

That the Congress of Cambrai was not a myth, we con- 
vinced ourselves by a letter of VoltaireX who actually saw it 
dining there in the Year 1722, as he passed that way. Here, 
for Soissons, in like manner, are two Letters, by a less cele- 
brated but a still known English hand ; which, as utterances 
in presence of the fact itself, leave no doubt on the subject 
These the afflicted reader will perhaps consent to take a glance 
of. If the Congress of Soissons, for the sake of memorable 
objects concerned there, is still to be remembered, and be- 
lieved in, for a little while, — the question arises. How to do 
it then? 

The writer of these Letters is a serious, rather long-nosed 
young English gentleman, not without intelligence, and of a 
wholesome and honest nature ; who became Lord Lyttelton, 
First of those Lords, called also ^ the Grood Lord,^ father of 
^ the Bad ^ : a lineal descendant of that Lyttelton upon whom 
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Coke rite, or seenu to lit, till tiw and of thiiigi : antiMr ly 
and by d' a Hitlonf ^ Hmtry Om Steond and oHmt wdl- 
DMsnt booka : a man of veal vortli, lAo attaineJ to nna 
note in the worid. He h now tqtoo ths Gtand Toar« — 
which nm, at that tinw^ hj LanMUe and Lananii^ m vsold 
appear; at which point we ihall ficit take tdm i^ He 
writes to hia Fathv, Sir llioima, at H^ey among tiie 
pleannt Hills of Woroeetenhire, — date shortly afts tilB 
■asembliiig of tiiat Congress to rear dt him ; — and m stdwe 
to add a minimum of oommcntarj. Hw * ineoe of ne^- 
gence,* the * Mr. D./ — none of mortals now knows who or 
what they weie : 

I^ Bkr n«NS* ZftMMa, Bart., §t Baglm 

' lsbmii*, tu jidr * im. 

' Dub Sib,~I thank you for m Idndlf fb^rin^ the jieea of oa^lgenM 
I acquainted jouof in roy last Toung fellowa an often gnilfy of toIdd- 
taxy forgetfulneM in thoae affiun ; but I aaiara foa mine waa ^[nite 
accidental : ' — Never mind it, my Son ! 

' Mr. D. tolls }WD true tliat I am weary of loain; money at cards ; but 
it ia no lees certain that without them I ihall soon be weary of Lon^ne. 
The efHiit of qoadrille' (obsolete game at cards) 'hM possessed the land 
from morning tiU nddnight ; there is nothing else in erery house in 
Town. 

' This Court ia fond of strangers, but with a proriso that strangers lo*e 
quadrille. Would you win the hearts of the Maids of Honoor, yon 
muit loM your money at quadrille ; would you be thought « well-bred 
man, you must play genteelly at quadrille ; would you get a reputation 
of good sense, show judgment at quadrille. Howerer, in summer ime 
may pass a day without quadrille ; because there are agreeable pro- 
menades, and little partiee out of doors. But In winter yon are reduced 
to play at it, or sleep, like a fly, till the return of spring. 

' Indeed in the morning the Duke hunts,'— mark that Doke, and two 
Sana he has. ' But my malicious stars have so contrived It, that I am no 
more a sportsman than a gamester. There are no men of learning in the 
whole Country ; on the contrary, it is a character they despise. A man 
of quality caught me, the other day, reading a Latin Author ; and aaked 
me, with an air of contempt, Whether I wsi demgned fbr the Church i 
All this would be tolerable if I waa not doomed to oonrerse with a set ef 
English, who are still more ignorant thaa the French ; and from whom. 
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with my utmost endeavours, I cannot be absent six hours in the day. 
Lord' Blank, — ^Baltimore, or Heavenrknows-who, — 'is the only one 
among them who has common sense; and he is so scandalously de- 
bauched, in his principles as well as practice, that his conversation is 
equally shocking to my morals and my reason.' — Could not one contrive 
to get away from them ; to Soissons, for example, to see business going 
00 ; and the Terrestrial Balance settling itself a little ? 

' My only improvement here is in the company of the Duke/ who is a 
truly distinguished Duke to his bad Country ; ' and in the exercise of 
the Academy,'^-of Horsemanship, or what? * I have been absent from 
the latter near three weeks, by reason of a sprain I got in the sinews of 
my 1^. My duty to my dear Mother ; I hope you and she continue welL 
1 am. Sir, your dutiful Son. — G. L.' ^ 

These poor Lorrainers are in a bad way ; their Country aU 
trampled to pieces by France, in the Louis-Fourteenth and 
still earlier times. Indeed, ever since the futile Siege of Metz, 
where we saw the great Kaiser, Karl v., silently weeping 
because he could not recapture Metz,' the French have been 
husy with this poor Country ; — new sections of it dipt away 
by them; * military roads through it, ten miles broad,^ 
bargained for; its Dukes oftenest in exile, especially the 
Father of this present Duke ; ' — and they are now waiting a 
good opportunity to swallow it whole, while the people are so 

> Tki Works of Lord Gtorgt LytUlton^ by Ayscougb (London, I776)> iil* ^IS* 

' Antes, voL L p. 216. 

* A fumed Soldier in his day ; under Kaiser Leopold, * the little Kaiser in red 
stockings,' one of whose Daughters he had to wife. He was at the Rescue of 
Viemui (Sobieski's), and in how many fiu fiercer sendees; his life was but a 
batUe and a march. Here is his £uned Letter to the Kaiser, when death 
suddenly called. Halt ! 

'Web near Linz on the Donan, xjth April z69a 

' Sacrbd Majesty, — According to your Orders, I set out from Innspruck to 
come to Vienna ; bat I am stopped here by a Greater Master. I go to render 
account to Him of a life which I had wholly consecrated to you. Remember 
that I leave a Wife with whom you are concerned ' {qui vous touckg, — who is 
your lawlul Daughter): *Childrai to whom I can bequeath nothing but my 
sword; and Subjects who are under Oppression.— Charles of Lorraine.' 

(H^anlt, Abrigi Ckronologi^ue^ Paris, 1775, p. 85a)— Charles < v.* the French 
uniformly call this one; Charles 'iv.' the Germans, who, I conclude, know 
better. 
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biu; with qoadrille pstin. Tin ^auiMt JMi^ i 
from exile, found hii Ltnd in d ewJ rt kn, nodiflf It * 
tut to wild forest agiin*; and be Ium flgnaBMd Unwtf I7 
unwearied efforts in emj dinetkn to pafc flsv lifc iwtn i^ 
whidh have been mOur wew ftJ . L7UdlM^ «• y««ii% 
fincb improrement in his eomptaj. Hie nntie af tUi fetsw 
Duke is Leopold; age now fortj-nioe ; lifc and rdga netfv 
from done: a man about i^iom eno Vottiun geb bito 
cathtuiasm.' 

The Court and Coontij of Lonafai^ vadtt DoIgb Leoadi, 
will prove to desire this brief glance ftmn Ljlldlaa ana xm. 
Two sons Duke Leopold has: the dder, Fnw^ now about 
twenty, is at Vienna, with the highest outlooks thers : Katiar 
IKbtI is his Father''a ooosin-german ; and l^iser bills yoaag 
Daughter, high beautiful Maria Thesosa, — tiie suliliimwt 
maiden now extant, — yea, this lucky Frana is to have her: 
what a prize, even without Pragmatic Sanction ! With the 
younger son, Karl of Lorraine, Ljttelton may have made 
acquaintance, if he cared : a lad of sixte^i ; by and by an 
Austrian General, as his father had been ; Gkneral mucb 
noised of, — whom we shall often see beaten, in this world, at 
the head of men. — But let ua now get to Soiraons itself 
skipping an intermediate Letter or two : 

Ta Sir Thomat I^^taUm, BaH., at Ba^eg 

' BouMHu, sSth Ootobn' 17A. 

' I tluuik you, mj deu Sir, for complying so much witli mf inclinatioas 
a* to let me «t*j tome time at Soisaoos : but aa you Iiave not fixed how 
long, I wait for &rther orders. 

'One of my chief reaaons for dialikiog Lun^ville wa« the multitude of 
Engliih there ; who, moat of them, wen auch worthless fellowi that th^ 
were a diihonour to the name and Nation. With Uiew I waa obliged to 
dine aod sup, and paM a great part of my time. Yon may be sure I 
aToided it •■ much aa poeeible ; bat maigri moi I enffered a great deaL 
To prevent any comfort &om other people, they had made a law amoi^f 
themselvee, not to admit any foreigner into their company : so that there 

^ I SiitiXt de Lonii Xiv. ((£wvn/, zxri 95-97) t Hflbner, t s8l. 
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was nothing but English talked from June to January. — On the contrary^ 
my countrymen at Soiasons are men of virtue and good sense ; they mix 
perpetually with the French, and converse for the most part in that 
language. I will trouble you no more upon this subject : but give me 
leave to say that, however capricious I may have been on other subjects, 
my sentiments in this particular are the strongest proo& I ever gave you 
of my strong and hereditary aversion to vice and folly. 

'Mr. Stanhope,' our Minister, the Colonel or Brigadier-General, 'is 
alwajTS at Fontainebleau. I went with Mr. Poynts,' Poynts not yet a 
dim figure, but a brilliant, who hints about employing me, 'to Paris 
for four days, when the Colonel himself was there, to meet him ; he 
received me with great civility and kindness. We have done expecting 
Mr. Walpole,' fixed he in the Court regions ; ' who is obliged to keep 
strict guard over the Cardinal,' sly old Fleury, 'for fear the German 
Ministers should take him from us. They puU and haul the poor old 
gentleman so many wajrs, that he does not Imow where to turn, or into 
whose arms to throw himself.' Never fear him ! — 

' Ripperda's escape to England,' — grand Diplomatic bulldog that was, 
who took refuge in Colonel Stanhope's at Madrid to no purpose, and 
kindled the qputtering at Gribraltar, is now got across to England, and 
will go to Morocco and further, to no purpose, — ' will very much embroil 
affiurs ; which did not seem to want another obstacle to hinder them from 
coming to an accommodation. If the Devil is not very much wanting to 
his own interests in this Business, it is impossible that the good work of 
Peace should go on much longer. After all, most young fellows are of 
his party ; and wish he may bring matters to a War ; for they make but 
ill Ministers at a Congress, but would make good Soldiers in a Campaign. 

' No news from Madam ' Blank ' and her beloved Husband. Their 
unreasonable fondness for each other can never last : they will soon grow 
as cold to one another as the Town to 77^ Beggari Opera,' And cannot 
warm again, you think ? ' Pray Heaven I may prove a false prophet ; 
but Married Love and English Music are too domestic to continue long 
in fiivour.' ♦ ♦ 

November 20M, SoUeom still. 'This is one of the agreeablest Towns in 
France. The people are infinitely obliging to strangers : we are of all 
their parties, and perpetually share with them in their pleasures. I have 
learnt more fVench since I came hither, than I should have picked up in 
a twelvemonth in Lorraine. * * 

' A fool with a minority on his side is the greatest tyrant in the world : ' 
—how can I go back to loiter in Lorraine, honoured Father, where fools 
are in such majority ? ' Then the extraordinary civilities I receive from 
Mr. Poynti : He has in a manner taken me into his fiunily ; ' will 
evidently make an Apprentice of me. 'The first Packet that comes 
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from FontainebleMi, I «]qMt to W Miplofid. WUflh k 
pleMure to me : and will I kopo W of Mrrioi^* * * 

December 20ik. ' A niddMi ovte to Mr. Pojnti Iim toolDeB oil oij 
maMoret. Ho goes tomonmr to FSvk^ to itaf there In the voom of 
MoMra. Stanhope and Walpdle» who eve on thcb veliim §at En^fimoiL* 
CongreaafiJlingintocompMelBOgaQr, ifve kiieirlll Beteo^iMitl 
to acoompanj thia friaodly and diattngnidud Mr. Pofnti^ ^wkm haa 
already giren mo pepoft to eopy* ;— In htt I am aettiflig off wUh Umi 
honoured Father ! * * 

'Prince Frederick'a Journey/— iral arriral in bgland of dhaaleta 
Fred from Hanover^ who had Mil been to Berlin to get aanied laal 
aummer, — ' was very aeeret: Mr. Poynta did not hear-of It tiU Mlaf 
laat ; at least he had no puUie notiee of it' Why ahonld he? 'Ihere 
will be fine struggling lor plaeea' in thia PHne^a new HonaehokL 'I 
hope my Brother will come in for one.' *— 

But here we pull the string of the cortam upon Lyttdtoiit 
and upon his Congress falling into complete langoor ; ConigieBB 
destined, after dining for about a year more, to explode^ in the 
Treaty of Seville, and to leave the Kaiser sitting horrorst n iA, 
solitary amid the wreck of Political Nature, — which latter, 
however, pieces itself together again for him and others. 
Beneficent Treaty of Vienna was at last achieved ; Treaty and 
Treaties there, which brought matters to their old bearing 
again, — ^Austria united with the Sea-Powers, Pragmatic 
Sanction accepted by them, subsidies again to be expected 
from them ; Baby Carlos fitted with his Apanages, in some 
tolerable manner ; and the Problem, with which Creation had 
groaned for some twenty years past, finally accomplished 
better or worse. 

Lyttelton himself will get a place in Prince Frederick's 
Household, and then lose it ; place in Majesty's Ministry at 
last, but not for a long while yet. He will be one of Rrinoe 
Frederick's men, of the Carterets, Chesterfields, Pitts, who 
* patronise literature,' and are in opposition to dark Walpole ; 
one of the * West- Wickham set'; — and will be of the 
Opposition party, and have his adventures in the world« 

* Ayscough's LyttcUm^ iiL 200-231. 
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Meanwhile let him go to Paris with Mr. Poyntz ; and do 
his wisest there and elsewhere. 

* Who's dat who ride astride de pony. 
So long, so lean, so lank and bony ? 
Oh, he be de great orator, little-ton-y.' ^ 

For now we are round at Friedrich Wilhelm'^s Pomeranian 
Hunting again, in the New-year^s time of 1729 ; and must 
look again into the magnanimous sickroom which ensued 
thereon; where a small piece of business is going forward. 
What a magnanimous patient Friedrich WUhelm was, in 
Fassmann^s judgment, we know : but it will be good to show 
both sides of the tapestry, and let Wilhelmina also speak. 
The small business is only, a Treaty of Marriage for one of 
our Princesses : not Wilhelmina, but Louisa the next younger, 
who has been asked, and will consent, as appears. 

Fassmann makes a very touching scene of it. King is in 
bed, ill of his gout after that slaughter of the 8,602 wild 
swine : attendants are sitting round his Majesty, in the way 
we know ; Queen Sophie at his head, * Seckendorf and several 
others^ round the bed. Letters arrive; Princess Frederika 
Louisa, a very young Lady, has also had a Letter; which, 
she sees by the seal, will be interesting, but which she must 
not herself open. She steps in with it ; * beautiful as an 
angel, but rather foolish, and a spoilt child of fifteen,^ says 
Wilhelmina : trips softly in with it ; hands it to the King. 
^Give it to thy Mother, let her read it,^ says the King. 
Mother reads it, with audible soft voice : Formal demand in 
marriage from the Serenity of Anspach, as foreseen. 

< Hearken, Louisa (Hore^ Luise)^ it is still time,^ said the 
King : * Tell us, wouldst thou rather go to Anspach, now, or 
stay with me ? K thou choose to stay, thou shalt want for 
nothing, either, to the end of thy life. Speak ! '* — * At such 

^ Caricature of 174X, on Lyttelton's getting into the Ministry, with Carteret, 
Chesterfield, ArgyU, and the rest : see Phillimore's Lyttelton (London, 1845), i. 
no ; Johnson's Uves of the Poets , f Lyttelton ; etc. etc 
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unexpected question,^ my Vwmmum, ^fhere mm a fine Unrii 
over the Princesses &oe, who seemed to be at a lov for ker 
a»iiwcr. However, she soon collected hsndf ; loBed Us 
Majesty's hand, and said: «Most giadoiis Pspa, I will to 
Anii))ach I"" To whidi the King: « Verj weU» then; God 
Rive thee all happiness and thousand blessings !— But heaikn^ 
l4M)iiia,'' the King's Majesty was pleased at the aaiae time to 
add. ««We will make a bargam, thoa and L Yoo ham 
«»?ellent Flour at Anspach (jofeSnct MM) ; but in Hama and 
Binokeii Sausages you dont come up, either in qoalitj or 
quautity, to us in this Country. Now I, lor my part» like 
gWHl (UMitries. So, from time to time, thou shalt aend me a 
Imix of niiH) flour, and I will keep thee in hams and aansagss^ 
Wilt thou, I/>uisa P "" That the Frinoen answered Tea,^ si^ 
|MHir bNuuunann with the tear in his eye, * may readily be si^ 
IhmhhI I ^ Nay all that heard the thing round the royal bed 
iUi^rts — simple humanities of that kind from so great a King, 
hml aluuHit or altogether tears in their eyes.^ 
'IIiIn Hurely is a very touching scene. But now listen to 
Wtlhc^lnihiaV account of another on the same subject, between 
Ww Mine \Murtie8. * At table ' ; no date indicated, ot a wrong 
mw^ Init evulently after this : in fact, we find it was about 
tlui l)rg{nmng of March 17S9 ; and had sad consequencea 
for Wilholmina. 

' At Uhl« hU Mi^stty told the Queen that he had Letters from 
Aiii|Nii^h ; the young Margraf to be at Berlin in May for his wedding ; 
that M. llminf r hit Tutor was just coining with the ring of betrothal for 
l^iulsa. Ho asked my Sister, If that gave her pleasure? and How she 
^<Mild regulate her housekeeping when married? My Sister had got 
hiUi tho way of ti«lUng him whatever she thought, and home-truths some- 
^ttti4m, without hit taking it ilL She answered with her customary 
'^Hkiiawi, That ihe would have a good table, which should be delicately 
r^'v^H ; and, added she, ** which shall be better than yours. And if I 
"^^va ahlldren, I will not maltreat them like you, nor force them to eat 
]T'»»t Uiay have an aversion to."— "What do you mean by that?" replied 
**'• King J "what is there wanting at my table?"— "There is this 

» Fasamann, pp. 393, 394. 
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wantinf^^ she said^ '^ that one cannot have enough ; and the little there 

is consists of coarse potherbs that nobody can eat." The King^' as was 
not unnatural^ ' had be|[^n to get angry at her first answer : this last put 
liim quite in a fury ; but all his anger fell on my Brother and me. He 
first tiirew a plate at my Brother's head^ who ducked out of the way ; he 
then let fiy another at me, which I avoided in like manner. A hail- 
storm of abuse followed these first hostilities. He rose into a passion 
a^(atnst the Queen ; reproaching her with the bad training she gave her 
children ; and, addressing my Brother : ^^ You have reason to curse 
your Mother,"' said he, '' for it is she that causes your being an ill- 
governed fellow (un mal gouverfU). I had a Preceptor," continued he, 
*' who was an honest man. I remember alwa]rs a story he told me in my 
youth. There was a man, at Carthage, who had been condemned to die 
for many crimes he had committed. While they were leading him to 
execution, he desired he might speak to his Mother. They brought his 
Mother: he came near, as if to whisper something to her; — and bit 
away a piece of her ear. I treat you thus, said he, to make you an 
example to all parents who take no heed to bring up their children in 
the practice of virtue 1 — Make the application," continued he, always 
addressing my Brother : and getting no answer from him, he again set 
to abusing us till he could speak no longer. We rose from table. As 
we had to pass near him in going out, he aimed a great blow at me with 
his crutch ; which, if I had not jerked away from it, would have ended 
me. He chased me for a while in his wheel-chair, but the people drawing 
it gave me time to escape into the Queen's chamber.' ^ 

Poor Wilhelmina, beaten upon by Papa in this manner^ 
takes to bed in miserable feverish pain, is ordered out by 
Mamma to evening party, all the same ; is evidently falling 
very ill. * ID ? I will cure you ! ' says Papa next day, and 
makes her swallow a great draught of wine. Which com- 
pletes the thing : * declared smallpox,^ say all the Doctors 
now. So that Wilhelmina is absent thenceforth, as Fassmann 
already told us, from the magnanimous paternal sickroom; 
and lies balefully eclipsed, till the paternal gout and some 
other things have run their course. < Smallpox; what will 
Prince Fred think ? A perfect fright, if she do live ! ^ say 
the English Court-gossips in the interim. But we are now 
arrived at a very singular Prussian-English phenomenon ; and 
ought to take a new Chapter. 

1 Wilhelmina, i. 159. 
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CHAPTER VI 

IMMINIIXCT OF WAR OB DUEL BETWEEN THE 
ULXTAXN*IC AKD PRUSSIAN MAJESTIES 

ri£T IVcbie->hRiage negotiatioii hung fire, in the end 
.*c 1?^; but cvcfrbodj thought, especially Queen Sophie 
:^Hi4:iLt« it vuoU come to perfection ; old Ugen, almost the 
assc Arny he dhL shed tears of joy about it These fine 
.•cCiWMk» Kcei^ a sad shock in the Year now come ; when 
>cctv< jcn*%«« buTFt out into open flame ; and Berlin, instead 
«j< sOTttic $pIetidouis far a Polish Majesty, was clangorous with 
aK<« of {Nreparatioii for imminent War. Probably Queen 
So(iki^ nevw had a more agitated Summer than this of 1729. 
We AW iK>w arri\*ed at that thrice-famous Quarrel, or almost 
IXx^* oX' FvKxlrich Wilhelm and his Britannic Brother-in-law 
httW iUvn^* lu; and must trv to riddle from those dis- 
t«K*t\\l l\jvr-uiasses some notice of it, not wholly unintel- 
:^tlvv tv> tKe ntuler It is loudly talked of, loudly, but alas 
Au*^> U\v^ l\ tv> a degrve, in all manner of dull Books ; and 
vx At \HKV thrictN famous and extremely obscure. The fact 
KS \Atuw iutcuileil it for eternal oblivion ; — and that, sure 
vusHi^* ^\HiUl ha\v Uvn its fate long since, had not persons 
^>u* >*viv tluHi thiHi^ht to be of no importance, but are now 
x^va U* Iv \^* s\nue» stiKxl connected with it more or less. 

VVu\lrich Wilhchu, fi>r his own part, had seen in the death 
vM i;\\u>^* u a« evil omen from the English quarter; and all 
)4Um\^» in »pito i^' transient appearances to the contrary, had 
^ul t\> hiuu^lf* * If the First George, with his solemnities and 
UvU NuMiniitieQ(« was oflensi\*e now and then, what will the 
S*\\uul l{«\«>r\* be ? 'l^e Second (Jeorge has been an offence 
lUmi the (H^i^iuuing ! ' In which notions the Smoking Par- 
Ut^iuviit. >itally iuterec^ted to do it, in these perilous Soissons 
"' lU^k l^i^ ^^^'^ ^^^ ^^^^ ^^ ^^^ Empire and Universe, is 
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assiduous to confirm his Majesty. The Smoking Parliament, 
at Potsdam, at Berlin, in the solitudes of Wusteiiiausen, has 
been bui^ ; and much tobacco, much meditation and insinua- 
tion have gone up, in clouds more abstruse than ever, since 
the death of Greorge i. 

It is certain, Greorge n. was a proud little fellow ; very 
high and airy in his ways ; not at all the man to Friedrich 
Wilhelm^s heart, nor reciprocally. A man of some worth, 
too ; * scrupulously kept his word,^ say the witnesses : a man 
always conscious to himself, *Am not I a man of honour, 
then ? ^ to a punctilious d^ree. For the rest, courageous as 
a Welf ; and had some sense withal, — ^though truly not much, 
and indeed, as it were, none at all in comparison to what he 
supposed he had ! — One can fancy the aversion of the little 
dapper Royalty to this heavy-footed Prussian Barbarian, and 
the Prussian Barbarian^s to him. The bloody nose in child- 
hood was but a symbol of what passed through life. In 
return for his bloody nose, little Greorge, five years the elder, 
had carried off Caroline of Anspach ; and left Friedrich 
Wilhelm sorrowing, a neglected cub, — ^poor honest Beast 
tragically shorn of his Beauty. Offences could not fail ; 
these two Cousins went on offending one another by the 
mere act of living simultaneously. A natural hostility, that 
between Greorge n. and Friedirich Wilhelm; anterior to 
Carolhie of Anspach, and independent of the collisions of 
interest that mi^t faU out between them. Enmity as be- 
tween a glancing self-satisfied fop, and a loutish thick-soled 
man of parts, who feels himself the better though the less 
successful. House-Mastiff seeing itself neglected, driven to 
its hutch, for a tricksy Ape dressed-out in ribbons, who gets 
favour m the drawingroom. 

Greorge, I perceive by the very State-Papers, Greorge and 
his English Lords have a provoking slighting tone towards 
Friedrich Wilhelm ; they answer his violent convictions, and 
thoroughgoing rapid proposals, by brief official n^ation, with 
an air of superiority, — ^traces of a polite sneer perceptible 



I 
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occasionally. A mere down of a King, fhinki Geoige ; a 
mere gesticulating Cosoomb^ thinks PHedridi Wilhdm. 
< Mein Bruder der ComSdkmi^ My Rfotlier the Fkyador' 
(particoloured Merry-Andrew of a highflying tnni)! was 
Friedrich Wilhelm'^s private name for him, in after days. 
Which George repaid by one equal to it, * My Brother tiie 
Head-Beadle of the Holy Roman Empire,' — * Erx-SmdOremri 
who solemnly brings up the Sandbox (no blottii^-paper yet 
in use) when the Holy Roman Empire is pleased to wiitei 
*ErZ'SandHreuerj Arch- Sandbox -Beadle of the SeUige 
Rdmische Reich ;' it is a lumbering nickname, but intrinsically 
not without felicity, and the wittiest thing I know of littk 
George. 

Special cause of quarrel they had none that was of the least 
significance ; and, at this time, prudent friends were striving 
to imite them closer and closer, as the true policy for both ; 
English Townshend himself rather wishing it, as the best 
Prussian Officials eagerly did ; Queen Sophie passionate for it ; 
and only a purchased Grumkow, a Seckendorf and the 
Tobacco-Parliament set against it The Treaty of Wuster- 
hausen was not known ; but the fact of some Treaty made or 
making, some Imperial negotiation always going on, was too 
evident ; and Friedrich Wilhelm^s partialities to the Kaiser 
and his Seckendorf could be a secret nowhere. 

Negotiation always going on, we say ; for such indeed was 
the case, — the Kaiser striving always to be loose again (having 
excellent reasons, a secret bargain to the contrary, to wit !) in 
r^ard to that Jiilich-and-Berg Succession; proposing * sub- 
stitutes for Jiilich and Berg '* ; and Friedrich Wilhelm refusing 
to accept any imaginable substitute, anything but the article 
itself. So that, I believe, the Treaty of Wusterhausen was 
never perfectly ratified, after all ; but hung, for so many years, 
always on the point of being so. These are the uses of your 
purchased Grumkow, and of riding the length of a Terrestrial 
Equator keeping a Majesty in company. K, by a Double- 
Marriage with England, that intricate web of diicaneiy had 
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been once fairly slit in two, and new combinations formed, on 
a basis not of fast-and-loose, could it have been of disadvantage 
to either of the Countries, or to either of their Kings ? — 
Real and grave causes for agreement we find ; real or grave 
causes for quarrel none anywhere. But light or imaginary 
causes, which became at last e£^ual, can be enumerated, to 
the length of three or four. 

Cause first : The Hanover Jomi-HeritageSy which are not 

in a liquid State 

Firsty the * Ahlden Heritage ^ was one cause of disagree- 
ment, which lasted long. The poor Mother of Greorge n. and 
of Queen Sophie had left considerable properties; * three 
million thaiers^ that is 900,000/., say some ; but all was 
rather in an unliquid state, not so mudi as her Will was to 
be had. The Will, with a 10,0002. or so, was in the hands 
of a certain Graf von Bar, one of her confidants in that sad 
imprisonment : * money lent him,^ Biisching says,^ * to set-up 
a Wax-Bleachery at Cassel ^ : — and the said Count von Bar 
was off with it. Testamentary Paper and aU ; gone to the 
Seichshofraih at Vienna, supreme Judges, in the Empire, of 
such matters. Who accordingly issued him a * Protection,'' to 
start with : so that when the Hanover people attempted to 
lay hold of the questionable wax-bleaching Count, at Frankfurt- 
on-Mayn, — secretly sending <a lieutenant and twelve men^ 
for that object, — ^he produced his Protection Paper, and the 
lieutenant and twelve men had to hasten home again.' Count 
von Bar had to be tried at law, — ^never ask with what results ; 
— and this itself was a long story. Then as to the other 
properties of the poor Duchess, question arises. Are they 
aSodiaj or are iheyjeudoy — ^that is to say, shall the Son have 

^ Beytriigg sur Lebimgischicku denkmUrdigir Pirsonen (Halle, 1 783-1789), 
i. 306, § NUssUr. Some distracted firactions of Business Correspondence with 
this Bar, in M^nmrs pf Sophia />pfv/AM,-Hinintelligible as usual there. 
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them, or the Daug^iterP In iharty there was no end to 
questions. Friedrich Wilhelm hss en Enmj at Hanaver, one 
Kannq;ie88er, labouring at Hanover, tiie seoond of sodi he has 
been obliged to send ; who findi plenty of emfdojment m that 
matter. < My Rnrther the Cbaiodm^ qnietly fmt his lUhe^ 
Will in his pocket, I haire heaxd ; and paid no ngaid to it 
(except what he was compelled to pay, by ChesteEfield mid 
others): will he do the fike with his poor Mother^ ^VHllP* 
Patience, your Majesty : he is not a covetous man, bat a adf- 
willed and a proud,— always ccmscioiis to himself that he is 
the soul of honour, this poor Brother King I 

Nay, withal, before these testamentaiy bickerings are settkdi, 
here has a new Joint Heritage fidlen : oq wliidi may rin 
discussions. Poor Unde Ernst of OanafarSidc, — to wium 
Geoige L, chased by Death, went galloping for shelter tihat 
night, and who could only weep over his poor Brother dead, — 
has not survived him many months. The youngest Brother of 
the lot is now gone too. Electress Sophie^s Seven are now all 
gone. She had six sons : four became Austrian soldiers, three 
of whom perished in war long since; the other three, the 
Bishop, the King, the eldest of the Soldiers, have all died 
within two years (1786-1728):^ Sophie Charlotte, < Re- 
publican Queen ^ of Prussia, Friedrich Wilhelm^s Mother, whom 
we knew long since, was the one Daughter. Her also Unde 
Ernst saw die, in his youth, as we may remember. They are 
all dead. And now the Heritages are to settle, at least the 
recent part of them. Let Eann^esser keep his eyes open. 
Eannegiesser is an expert high-mannered man ; but said to be 
subject to sharpness of temper ; and not in the best favour 
with the Hanover people. That is Cause ^^. 

Cause Second: the Troubles of Mecldenhirg 
Then, secondb/j there is the business of Mecklenburg; 

1 Michaelis, L 153. See Feder, KurfUrstitm SopkU ; Hoppe, GuehickU tUr 
Stadt Hamwotr; etc 
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deplorable Business for Mecklenburg, and for everybody within 
wind of ity — my poor readers included. Readers remember, — 
what reader can ever forget? — that extraordinary Duke of 
Mecklenburg, the < Unique of Husbands,^ as we had to call 
him, who came with his extraordinary Duchess, to wait on her 
Uncle Peter, the Russian (say rattier Samoeidic) Czar, at 
Magdeburg, a dozen years ago ? We feared it was in the 
fates we might meet that man again ; and so it turns out ! 
The Unique of Husbands has proved also to be the unluckiest 
of Misgoverning Dukes in his Epoch; and spreads mere 
trouble all roimd him. Mecklenburg is in a bad way, this 
long while, especially these ten years past. ^ Owing to the 
Charles-Twelfth Wars,^ or whatever it was owing to, this 
unlucky Duke had fallen into want of more money ; and im- 
poverii^ed Mecklenburg alleged that it was in no condition to 
pay more. Almost on his accession, while the tar-barrels were 
still blazing, years before we ever saw him, he demanded new 
subvention from his RUters (the < Squires ^ of the Coimtry) ; 
subvention new in Mecklenburg, though common in other 
sovereign Grerman States, and at one time in Mecklenburg too. 
The Ritters would not pay ; the Duke would compel them : 
Ritters appeal to Kaiser in Reichshofrath, who proves favour- 
able to the Ritters. Duke still declines obeying Kaiser; 
asserts that ^he is himself in such matter the sovereign^: 
Kaiser fulminates what of rusty thunder he has about him ; 
to which the Duke, flung on his back by it, still continues 
contumacious in mind and tongue : and so between thimder 
and contumacy, as between hammer and stithy, the poor 
Country writhes painfully ever since, and is an affliction to 
everybody near it. 

For ten years past, the unluckiest of Misgoverning Dukes 
has been in utter controversy with his Ritters ; — at law with 
them before the Courts of the Empire, nay occasionally trying 
certain of them himself, and cutting-ofi^ their heads ; getting 
Russian regiments, and then obliged to renounce Russian 
regiments ; — in short, a very great trouble to mankind there* 

VOL. n. L 
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abouts.^ So that the Kaiier in Rddiahofimtfa, about the date 
indicated (Year 1719), found good to send militaiy ooefciiMi 
on him ; and intrusted that function to the Ebuiover-BninswiGk 
people, to Greorge i. more especially; to idiom, as JTm^ 
Hauptmatm (< Captain of the Cirde,^ CSicle of Lower4S«zony, 
where the contumacy had occurred)^ soch function natoiaUy 
fell. The Hanover Sovereignly, sending 18,000 men, bons^ 
foot and artillery into Mecklenburg, soon did their fonction, 
with only some slight flourishes of fitting on the part of the 
contumacious Duke, — in which his chief Captain, one Schirain, 
distinguishes himself: Kurt von Schwerin, idiom we shall 
know better by and by, for he went into the Fhisrian aervioe 
shortly after. Colonel von Schwerin did well what was in him ; 
but could not save a lefiactoiy Duke, against sudbi odds. 
The contumacious Duke was obliged to fly his ooontiy ; — 
deposed, or, to b^n with, suspended, a Brother of his being 
put in as interim Duke : — and the Unique of Husbands and 
paragon of Mismanaging Dukes lives about Dantzig ever since, 
on a Pension allowed him by his interim Brother; con- 
tumacious to the last ; and still stirring-up strife, though now 
with diminished means, Uncle Peter being now dead, and 
Russian help much cut off. 

The Hanover Sovereignties did their function soon enough : 
but their ^ expenses for it,^ these they have in vain demanded 
ever since. No money to be got from Mecklenburg; and 
Mecklenburg owes us *ten tons of gold,^ — ^that is to say, 
1,000,000 thalers, ^ ton '* being the tenth part of a million in 
that coin. Hanover, therefore, holds possession, — and has 
held ever since, with competent small military force, — of 
certain Districts in Mecklenburg : Taxes of these will subsist 
our soldiery in the interim, and yield interest ; the principal 
once paid, we at once give them up; principal, by these 
schedules, if you care to count them, is one million thalers 
(ten Tormen Goldes, as above said), or about 160,0002. 
And so it has stood for ten years past ; Mecklenburg the most 

^ Michaelisy ii. 416-435. 
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anarchic of countries, owing to the kind of Ritters and kind 

of Duke it has. Poor souls, it is evident they have all lost 
their beaten road, and got among the ignes fatui and peat- 
pools : none knows the necessities and sorrows of this poor 
idle Duke himself ! In his young years, before accession, he 
once tried soldiering ; served one campaign with Charles xii., 
but was glad to * return to Hamburg ^ again, to the peaceable 
scenes of fashionable life there.^ Then his Russian Unique 
of Wives : — ^his probable adventures, prior and subsequent, in 
Uncle Peter^s sphere, can these have been pleasant to him ? 
The angry Ritters, too, their country had got much trampled 
to pieces in the Charles-Twelfth Wars, Stralsund Sieges: 
money seemed necessary to the Duke, and the Ritters were 
very scarce of it. Add, on both sides, pride and want of 
sense, with mutual anger going on crescendo ; and we have the 
sad phenomenon now visible: A Duke fled to Dantzig, 
anarchic Ritters none the better for his going ; Duke perhaps 
threatening to return, and much flurrying his poor interim 
Brother, and stirring-up the Anarchies : — in brief, Meck- 
lenburg become a house on fire, for behoof of neighbours 
and self. 

In these miserable brabbles, Friedrich Wilhelm did not 
hitherto officially interfere ; though not uninterested in them ; 
being a next neighbour, and even, by known treaties, 
< eventual heir,^ should the Mecklenburg Line die out. But 
we know he was not in favour with the Kaiser, in those old 
years ; so the military coercion had been done by other hands, 
and he had not shared in the management at all. He merely 
watched the course of things; always advised the Duke to 
submit to Law, and be peaceable ; was sometimes rather sorry 
for him, too, as would appear. 

Last year, however (17S8),— doubtless it was one of 
Seckendorf s minor measures, done in Tobacco-Parliament, — 

' See German Spy (London, 1725, by Lediard, Biographer of Marlborough) 
for a lively picture of the then Hamburg, — resort of Northern Moneyed-Idlenesi, 
as well as of better things. 
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Friedrich Wilhelin, now a pet of the EtiaerX is discovered to 
be fairly conoemed in that matter ; and is ooojoined with the 
Hanover-Brunswick Commissioners for Mecklenhmg ; Kaiser 
specially requiring that his Prussian llajesty shall * hdp in 
executing Imperial Orders^ in the ndg^bbooxing Anarduc 
Country. Which rather hufied little Geoige^ — hitherto^ mice 
his Fatiier^s death, the principal, or as good as sole Com* 
missioner, — if so big a Britannic llajesty coM be huffed b^ 
paltry slights of that kind ! Friedrich l/^^lhelm, who haa moch 
meditated Mecklenburg, strains his intellect, sometimes to an 
intense degree, to find-out ways of settling it : Greorge, who 
has never cared to mediate i1^ nor been able if he had, is 
capable of sniffing scornfully at Friedrich Wilhelm*s projects 
on the matter, and dismissing them as moonshine.^ To a 
wise much-meditative House-Mastifi; can that be pleasant, 
from an imthinking dizened creature of the Ape species? 
The troubles of Mecklenburg, and discrepancies thereupon, 
are capable of becoming a second source of quarrel. 

Causes Third and Fourth ; — and Cause Fifths worth all 

the Others 

Cause third is the old story of recruiting ; a standing cause 
between Prussia and all its neighbours. And ^ih^Jburih cause 
is the tiniest of all : the * Meadow of Clamei.^ Meadow of 
Clamei, some square yards of boggy ground ; which, after long 
study, one does find to exist in the obscurest manner, discover- 
able in the best Maps of Germany, — some twenty miles south 
of the Elbe river, on the boundary between Hanover-Liineburg 
and Prussia-Magdeburg, dubious on which side of the 
boundary. Lonesome unknown Patch of Meadow, lying far 
amid peaty wildernesses in those Salzwedel regions : unknown 
to all writing mortals as yet; but which threatens, in this 
summer of 1729, to become famous as Runnymead among the 
Meadows of History ! And the Jifih cause — In short, there 

1 Dubourgay Despatches and the Answers to them (more than once). 
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was no real * cause ^ of the least magnitude ; the effect was 
produced by the combination of many small and imaginary 
ones. For if there is a will to quarrel, we know there is a 
way. And perhaps the jyih nameable cause, in efficiency 
worth all the others together, might be found in the Debat^ 
of the smoking Parliament that season, were the Journal 
of its Proceedings extant ! We gather symptoms, indisput- 
able enough, of very diligent elaborations and insinuations 
there; and conclude that to have been the reaUy effective 
cause. Clouds had risen between the two Courts; but 
except for the Tobacco-Parliament, there never could have 
thunder come from them. 

Very soon after George'^s accession there b^an douds to 
rise; the perfectly accomplished little George assuming a 
severe and high air towards his rustic Brother-in-Law. * We 
cannot stand these Prussian enlistments and encroachments ; 
rectify these, in a high and severe manner ! ^ says Greorge to 
his Hanover Officials. Greorge is not warm on his throne till 
there comes in, accordingly, from the Hanover Officials a Com- 
plaint to that effect, and even a List of Hanoverian subjects 
who are, owing to various injustices, now serving in the 
Prussian ranks : ^ Your Prussian Majesty is requested to return 
us these men ! ^ 

This List is dated S2d January 17S8 ; George only a few 
months old in his new authority as yet. The Prussian 
Majesty grumbles painfully responsive : ^ Will, with eagerness, 
do whatever is just ; most surely ! But is his Britannic 
Majesty aware ? Hanover Officials are quite misinformed as 
to the circumstances ; ^ — and does not return any of the men. 
Merely a pacific grumble, and nothing done in regard to the 
complaints. Then there is the Meadow of Clamei which we 
spoke of : < That belongs to Brandenburg, you say ? Never- 
theless the contiguous parts of Hanover have rights upon it. 
Some ^^ eight cartloads of hay,^ worth say almost 6^ or 101. 
sterling : who is to mow that grass, I wonder ? ^ — 



I 



n 




166 MARRIAGE PROJECT ADRIFT [BOOK VL 

dm 
Friedrich Wilhelm feek that all this is a pettifogging 

vexatious course of procedure ; and that his little Coosin the 

ComodiarU is not treating him very like a gentleman. * Is he» 

your Majesty ! ^ suggests the Smoking FsrliamenL — About 

the middle of March, Duboorgay hears Borcky an Official not 

of the Grumkow party, sulkily commenting on * the constant 

hostility of the Hanover Ministry to us ^ in all manner of 

points ; — ^inquires withal. Could not Mecklenburg be somehow 

settled, his Prussian Majesty being somewhat anxious upon 

it ? ^ Anxious, yes : his poor Majesty, intensely meditative (tf 

such a matter in the night-watdies, is cq>able of springing 

out of bed, with an * Eureka ! I have found what will do ! * 

and demanding writing materials. He writes or dicUtes in 

his shirt, the good anxious Majesty ; dispatches lus Eureka 

by estafette on the wings of the wind : and your Townshend, 

your t<nmeditative Greorge, receives it with curt official n^ative, 

and a polite sneer.' 

A few weeks farther on, this is what the Newspapers report 
of Mecklenburg, in spite of his Prussian Majesty'^s desire 
to have some mercy shown the poor infatuated Duke : * The 
Elector of Hanover and the Duke of Brunswick- Wolfenbiittel,^ 
his Britannic Majesty and Squire in that sad business, ^ refitae 
to withdraw their forces out of Mecklenburg, or part with the 
Chest of the Revenues thereof, until an entire satisfaction be 
given them for the arrears of the Charges they have been at 
in putting the Sentence of the Aulic Council ** (Eaiser'^s BekhS" 
hqfrcUh and rusty thunder) ^ into execution against the said 
Duke;« 

Matters grew greatly worse when George paid his first Visit 
to Hanover in character of King, early in the Summer of 
1729. Part of his road lies through Prussian territory: 
* Shall he have free post-horses, as his late Majesty was wont ? ^ 

^ Despatch, 17th March 1729. 

* Dubourgay, 12th- 14th April 1729 ; and the Answer from St. James's. 

* Saknon's Chronological Historian (London, 1748, — a Book never to be 
quoted without caution), iL 216; — date (translated into new style), loth July 
1729. 
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asks the Prussian Official person. * If he write to request them, 
yes,' answers Friedrich Wilhelm ; * if he don'^t write, no.' 
Greorge does not write; pays for his post-horses; — flourishes 
along to Hanover, in absolute silence towards his clownish 
Brother-in-law. You would say he looks over the head of 
him, as if there were no such clown in existence; — ^he has 
never yet so much as notified his arrival. ^ What is this ? 
There exists no Prussia, then, for little Greorge ? ' Friedrich 
Wilhelm's inarticulate, interjectionaiy utterances, in clangorous 
metallic tone, we can fancy them, now and then ; and the 
Tobacco-Parliament is busy! British Minister Dubourgay, 
steady old military gentleman, who spells imperfectly, but is 
intent to keep-down mischief, writes at last to Hanover, sub- 
missively suggesting, * Could not, as was the old wont, some 
notification of the King's arrival be sent hither, which would 
console his Prussian Majesty ? ' To which my Lord Townshend 
answers, * Has not been the custom, I am informed ' {wrong 
informed, your Lordship) ; * not necessary in the circumstances.' 
Which is a high course between neighbours and royal gentle- 
men and kinsfolk. The Prussian Court hereupon likewise shuts 
its lips ; no mention of the Hanoverian Court, not even by 
her Majesty and to Englishmen, for several weeks past.^ 
Some inarticulate metallic growl, in private, at dinner or in 
the TabakS'CoUegium : the rest is truculent silence. Nor are 
our poor Hanover Recruits (according to our List of Pressed 
Hanoverians) in the least sent back ; nor the Clamei Meadows 
settled ; * Big Meadow ' or * Little one,' both of which the 
Brandenburgers have mown in the meantime. 

Hanover Pressed men not coming home, — ^I think, not one 
of them, — the Hanover Officials decide to seize such Prussian 
Soldiers as happen to be seizable, in Hanover Territory. The 
highway in that border-country runs now on this side of the 
march, now on that ; — ^watch well, and you will get Prussian 
soldiers firom time to time ! Which the Hanover people do ; 
and seize several, common men and even officers. Here is 

^ Dubotugay. 
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once more a high course of prooeediiig. Here is ooal to ndae 
smoke enough, if well blown upon, — ^iriiidi, with Seckendorf 
and Grumkow working the beUowi, we maj well fimcy it was ! 
But listen to what follows, independently of bellows. 

On the 28th June 1729, hay lying now quite dry upon the 
Meadow of Clamei, lo, the Bailiff of Hanoverian Buhlits^ — 
Unpicturesque Traveller will find the peat-smoky little l^Uage 
of Biihlitz near by a dusty little Town called Liidiow, midway 
from Hamburg to Mc^eburg; altogether pealy, mossy 
country ; in the Salswedel district, where used to be Wendie 
populations, and a Marck or Border Fortress of Salswedd set 
up against them : — Bailiff of Biihlits, I say, sallies forth with 
several carts, with all the population of the Village^ with a 
troop of horse to escort, and probably flags flying and scmie 
kind of drums beating; — ^publidy rakes together the hay, 
defiant of the Prussian Majesty and all men ; loads it on his 
carts, and rolls home with it ; leaving to the Brandenbuigers 
nothing but stubble, and the memory of having mown for 
Hanover to eat This is the 28th June 1729; Kng of 
Prussia is now at Magdeburg, reviewing his troops ; within a 
himdred miles of these contested quag-coimtries : who can 
blame him that he fiames-up now into clear blaze of royal 
indignation? The correspondence henceforth becomes alto- 
gether lively : but in the Britannic Archives there is nothing 
of it, — ^Dubourgay having received warning firom my Lord 
Townshend to be altogether ignorant of the matter hence- 
forth, and let the Hanover Officials manage it. His Prussian 
Majesty returns home in the most tempestoous condition. 

We may judge what a time Queen Sophie had of it ; what 
scenes there were with the Crown-Prince Friedrich and Wilhel- 
mina, in her Majesty^s Apartment and elsewhere ! Friedrich 
Wilhelm is fast mounting to the redhot pitch. The bullyings, 
the beatings even, of these poor Children, love-sick one of 
them, are lamentable to hear of, as all the world has heard : 
— ^Disobedient unnatural whelps, biting the heels of your 
poor old parent mastiff in his extreme need, what is to be done 
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with you ? ^ Fritz he often enough beats, gives a slap to with 
his rattan ; has hurled a plate at him, on occasion, when bad 
topics rose at table ; nay, at Wilhelmina too, she says : but 
the poor children always ducked, and nothing but a little noise 
and loss of crockery ensued. Fritz he deliberately detests, as 
a servant of the Devil, incorrigibly rebelling against the 
paternal will, and going on those dissolute courses: a silly 
French cockatoo, suspected of disbelief in Scripture ; given to 
nothing but fifing and playbooks ; who will bring Prussia and 
himself to a bad end. * God grant he do not finish on the 
gallows ! ^ sighed the sad Father once to Grumkow. The 
records of these things lie written far and wide, in the 
archives of many countries as well as in Wilhelmina^s 
Book. 

To me there was one undiplomatic reflection continually 
present: Heavens, could nobody have got a bit of rope, 
and hanged those two Diplomatic swindlers; clearly of 
the scoundrel genus, more than common pickpockets are? 
Thereby had certain young hearts, and honest old ones too, 
escaped being broken ; and many a thing might have gone 
better than it did. JarrA-BJeu^ Hen* Feldzeugmeister, though 
you are an orthodox Protestant, this thousandfold perpetual 
habit of distilled-lying seems to me a bad one. I do not 
blame an old military gentleman, with a brow so puckered as 
yours, for having little of the milk of human kindness so-called : 
but this of breaking, by force of lies merely, and for your own 
uses, the hearts of poor innocent creatures, nay, of grinding 
them slowly in the mortar, and employing their Father^s hand 
to do it withal ; this — Herr Greneral, forgive me, but there are 
moments when I feel as if the extinction of probably the 
intensest scoundrel of that epoch might have been a satisfactory 
event ! — Alas, it could not be. Seckendorf is lying abroad 
for his Kaiser ; < the only really able man we have,^ says 
Eugene sometimes. Snuffles and lisps ; and travels in all, as 
they count, about S6,000 miles, keeping his Majesty in 
company. Here are some glimpses into the interior, dull but 
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*^ nrsthand, which are worth dippiiig and cotHJenniiig fimn 
I>ubourgay, with theur dates: 

^^^Julyn29. TotherefpeeteUeoMBrigwlkr^tlikdajorywIerdaj, 

her Majesty, all in tears, complaiiied of her sitiiation: King is ni^ 

losing his senses on account of the d iff weness with Hanofsr ; goes freoi 

^^ to bed in the night-time, and ftom ehamber to ehamber, "like one 

whose brains are tamed." Took a fit, at two in the morafaig, hitelj, to 

he off to Wusterhaiuen : '—about a year ago SedcandOTf and Gmmkow 

had built a Lodge out there, where his Bfiyesty, when he liked, oonld be 

snug and private with them : thither his Mi^iesty now rushed, at two in 

the morning ; but seemingly found little assoageBsent ' ftnoe hiM ntnrn, 

he gives himself up entirely to drink :— Seekendotf,' the snoflling Belial, 

'is busy^ above ground and below; has been hesrd saying Ho ahMie 

could settle these businesses, Double-Marriage and all, would her Mijesty 

but trust him !' — 

*The King will not suffer the Prince-Royal to sit next his Miyesty at 
table, but obliges him to go to the lower end ; where things are so ordered,' 
says the sympathetic Dubourgay, ' that the poor Prince often rises without 
getting one bit/ — woe's me ! ' Insomuch that the Queen was obliged 
two days ago' (28th July 1729^ let us date such an occurrence) 'to send, 
by one of the servants who could be trusted, a Box of cold fowls and other 
eatables for his Royal Highness's subsistence ! ' ^ 

In the first blaze of the outrage at Clamei, Friedricfa 
Wilhelm^s ardent mind suggested to him the method of single 
combat : defiance of George, by cartel, To give the satisfaction 
of a gentleman. There have been such instances on the part 
of Sovereigns ; though they are rare : Karl Ludwig of the 
Pfalz, Winter-King's Son, for example, did, as is imderstood, 
challenge Turenne for burning the Pfalz (Jlrsi burning that 
poor country got) ; but nothing came of it, owing to Turenne's 
prudence. Friedrich Wilhelm sees well that it all comes 
from George^s private humour: Why should human blood 
be shed except Greorge'^s and mine? Friedrich Wilhelm is 
decisive for sending off the cartel; he has even settled the 
particulars, and sees in his glowing poetic mind how the 
transaction may be : say, at Hildesheim for place ; Derschau 
shall be my second ; Brigadier Sutton (if anybody now know 

^ Duboargay, 30U1 July 1729. 



CHAP. VL] IMMINENCY OF WAR OR DUEL 171 

July 17491 

such a man) may be his. Seconds, place and general outline 
he has schemed out, and fixed, so far as depends on one 
party; will fairly fence and fight this insolent little Royal 
Gentleman : give the world a spectacle (which might have been 
very wholesome to the world) of two Kings voiding their 
quarrel by duel and fair pergonal fence. 

In England the report goes, <not without foundation,'' 
think Lord Hervey and men of sarcastic insight in the higher 
circles. That it was his Britannic Majesty who ^ sent or would 
have sent a challenge of single combat to his Prussian 
Majesty,^ the latter being the passive party ! Report flung 
into an mver&e posture, as is liable to happen ; < going ** now 
with its feet uppermost; ^not without foundation,^ thinks 
Lord Hervey. * But whether it ^ (the cartel) ^ was carried and 
rejected, or whether the prayers and remonstrances of Lord 
Townshend prevented the gauntlet being actually thrown 
down, is a point which, to me "* (Lord Hervey) * at least, has 
never been cleared.** ^ 

The Prussian Ministers, no less than Townshend would, 
feel well that this of Duel will never do. Astonishment, 
JUbUe ludUniumj tragical tehee from gods and men, will come 
of the Duel ! But how to turn it aside ? For the King is 
determined. His truculent veracity of mind points out this 
as the real way for him ; reasoning, entreating are to no 
purpose. * The true method, I tell you ! As to the world 
and its cackling, — ^let the world cackle ! \ At length Borck 
hits on a consideration : * Your Majesty has been ill lately ; 
hand perhaps not so steady as usual ? Now if it should turn 
out that your Majesty proved so inferior to yourself as 
to — Grood Heavens ! ^ This, it is said, was the point that 
staggered his Majesty. Tobacco-Parliament, and Borck there, 
pushed its advantage : the method of duel (prevalent through 
the early part of July, I should guess) was given up.' Why 

* Lord Hervej, Memoirs of George II, (London, 1S48), L 127. 

* Bielfeld, Lettres familikres et autres (Second edition, 2 vols. Leide, 1767), 
L 117, 118. 
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was there no Hansaid in that Institiitioii oi the Coontij? 
Patience, idle reader! We ahall get some woBfB of the 
Debates on other snbjects, by and by. — But hear Dnbomgay 
again, in the absence of Morning Newspapen : 

AuguH Qth, 1729. 'Berlin looks sltogeUier warlike. At lliigdebiiig 
they are busy making oveiis to bake Amnminitioii-brsad ; Artfllsrf is 
getting hauled oat of the Amnal here'; all is elangoor, din of pnfsm- 
tion. 'It is said the EJng will &11 on MeeUenbnig' ; can at onos^ if 
he like. 'These intolerable nssges horn Wngland* (Secksodoif is 
rumoured to have said), 'ean your MajnAj endure them Ibrover ? Wliy 
not marry the Prince-Royal, at onoe, to another Pr in cess, and have done 
with them !' — or words to that effect, as reported by Goart-ramonr to 
her Majesty and Dubouxgay. And there is a Prinoess talked of ftr tihis 
Blatch, Russian Princess, little Gnr^s Sister (little Gsar to htm WiOielr 
mina, Double-Marriage to be with Russia, not with Rngland); bat the 
little Czar soon died, little Gsar's Sister went out of right, or I know not 
what happened, and only brief rumour came of that 

As for the Crown-Prince, he lias not fallen desperate ; no ; but appeals 
to have strange schemes in him, deep under cover. 'He lias said to a 
confidant' (Wilhelmina it is probable), '"As to his ill-treatment, he well 
knew how to free himself of that"' (will fly to foreign parts, your 
Highness ?), ' " and would have done so long since, were it not for his 
Sister, upon whom the whole weight of his Father^s resentment would 
then £Bdl. Happen what will, therefore, he is resolved to share with her 
all the hardships which the King his Father may be pleased to put upon 
her." ' ^ Means privately a flight to England, Dubourgay sees, and in a 
reticent diplomatic way is glad to see. 

I possess near a dozen Hanoverian and Prussian Despatches 
upon this strange Business ; but should shudder to inflict 
them on any innocent reader. Clear, grave Despatches, veiy 
brief and just, especially on the Prussian side: and on a 
matter too, which truly is not lighter than any other Despatch 
matter of that intrinsically vacant Epoch :— O reader, would 
i could bury all vacant talk and writing whatsoever, as I do 
these poor Despatches about the ^ eight cartloads of hayM 
Friedrich Wilhelm is fairplay itself; will do all things that 
Earth or Heaven can require of him. Only, he is much in a 
hurry withal ; and of this the Hanover Officials take advantage, 

^ Dubourgay, ixth August 1729. 
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perhaps unconsciously, to keep him in provocation. He lies 
awake at night, his heart is sore, and he has fled to drink. 
Towards the middle of August, — ^here again is a phenomenon, 
— * he springs out of bed in the middle of night,^ has again 
an Eureka as to this of Clamei : ^ Eureka, I see now what will 
bring a settlement ! ^ and sends ofi^ post-haste to Eannegiesser 
at Hanover. To Eannegiesser, — Herr Reichenbach, the 
special Envoy in this matter, being absent at the moment, 
gone to the Gohrde, I believe, where Britannic Majesty itself 
is : but Kann^esser is there, upon the Ahlden Heritages ; 
aaiuainted with the ground, a rather precise official man, who 
will serve for the hurry we are in. Post-haste ; dove with 
olive-branch cannot go too quick ; — Eannegiesser applying for 
an interview, not with the Britannic Majesty, who is at 
Gohrde, hunting, but with the Hanover Coimcil, is — ^refused 
admittance. Here are Herr Eannegiesser^s official Reports; 
which will themselves tell the rest of the story, thank Heaven : 

To his Prussian Majesty (from Herr Eannegiesser) 

No. 1. ^ Dow at Hanover, IBth AuguH 1729 

^On the 15th day of August^ at ten o'clock in the morning, I received 
Two Orders of Council ' (these are The Eureka, never ask farther what 
they are); 'dispatched on the ISth instant at seven in the evening; 
whereupon I immediately went to the Coundl-chamher here; and 
informed the Herr von Hartoff, Private Secretary, who met me in a room 
adjoining, ''That, having something to propose to his Ministry' (now 
sitting deliherative in the interior here ; something to propose to his 
Ministry) 'on the part of the Prussian Ministers, it was necessary I 
should speak to them." Herr von Hartoff, after having reported my 
demand, let me know, "He had received orders from the Miniotry to 
defer what I had to say to another time." 

'I replied, "That, since I could not be allowed the honour of an 
audience at that time, I thought myself obliged to acquaint him I had 
received an Order from Berlin to apply to the Ministry of this place, in 
the name of the Ministers of Prussia, and make the most pressing 
instances for a speedy Answer to a Letter lately delivered to them by 
Herr Hofrath Reichenbach " ' (my worthy Assistant here ; Answer to his 
Letter in the first place) ; '" and to desire that the Answer might be 
lodged in my hands, in order to remit it with safety." 
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'Herr von Hartoff ntnniad fanmadiately to tlM Cooneil-diamber; and 
after having told the Bllnitten what I had said, hnraght me tiie foUowing 
answer, in about half-«-qiiarter of an hoiu%' aeven minutet by the watdi : 
' '^That the Ministers of this Court would not fidl answering the said 
Letter as soon as possible; and would take care to give me notiee of it, 
and send the Answer to me.** ' 

That was all that the punctual Kann^gieaser could get out of them. 
' But/ continues he, ^not thinking this reply sufficient, I added^ ''That 
delajTs being dangerous, I would cmne again the next day ftr a mora 
precise answer." ' 

Rather a high-mannered positive man, thia KannegieaBer, of the Ahlden 
Heritages ; not without sharp n es s of temper, if the Haiiover Officials 
drive it too far. 

No. 2. 'AtHoMoer, lea Augwt 1729 

'According to the orders received from the King my Master, and 
pursuant of my promise of yesterday, I went at noon this day to the 
Castle (Schlosi), for the purpose of making appearance in the Council- 
chamber, where the Ministers were assembled. 

' I let them know I was there, by Von Hartoff, Privy Secretary ; and, 
in the mildest terms, desired to be admitted to speak with them. Which 
was refused me a second time ; and the following answer delivered me 
by Vou Hartoff : '' That since the Prussian Ministers had intrusted me 
with this Commissioii, the Ministers of this Court had directed him to 
draw-up my yesterday's Proposals in writing, and report them to the 
Council.' 

' Whereupon I said, *^ I could not conceive any reason why I was the 
only person who could not be admitted to audience. That, however, as 
the Ministers of this Court were pleased to authorise him, Herr von 
Hartoff, to receive my Proposals, I was obliged to tell him,' as the first 
or preliminary point of my Commission, * I had received orders to be very 
pressing with the said Ministers of this Court, for an Answer to a Letter 
from the Prussian Ministry, lately delivered by Herr Legationsrath von 
Keichenbach ; and finding that tiiie said Answer was not yet finished, I 
would stay two dajrs for it, that I might be more secure of getting it. 
But that then I should come to put them in mind of it, and desire 
audience in order to acquit myself of the rest of my Commission." 

'The Privy Secretary drew-up what I said in writing. Immediately 
afterwards he reported it to the Ministry, and brought me this answer : 
''That the Ministers of this Court would be as good as their word of 
yesterday, and answer the above-mentioned Letter with all possible 
expedition." After which we parted.' 
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No. 3. *At Hanover, 17th August 1729 

'At two in the afternoon, this day^ Herr von Hartoff came to my 
house ; and let me know '^ He had hasiness of conseqaence from the 
Ministry^ and that he would return at five." By my direction he was 
told^ " I should expect him." 

' At the time appointed he came ; and told me^ ''That the Ministers of 
the Courts understanding from him that I designed to ask audience 
tomorrow^ did not doubt but my business would be to remind them of 
the Answer which I had demanded yesterday and the day before. That 
such applications were not customary among sovereign Princes; that 
they ' the Ministers ' dared not treat £uther in that affair with me ; that 
they desired me not to mention it to them again till they had received 
directions from his Britannic Majesty^ to whom they had made their 
report ; and that as soon as they received their instructions^ the result of 
these should be communicated to me." 

'To this I replied^ '' That I did not expect the Ministers of this Court 
would refuse me the audience which I designed to ask tomorrow ; and 
that therefore I would not fail of being at the Council-chamber at eleven^ 
next day^' according to bargain^ 'to know their answer to the rest of my 
Proposals." — Secretary von Hartoff would not hear of this resolution ; 
and assured me positively he had orders to listen to nothing more on the 
subject from me. After which he left me.' 

No. 4 ' At Hanover, IBih August 1729 

'At eleven^ this day^ I went to the Council-chamber^ for the third 
time ; and desired Secretary Hartoff " To prevail with tiie Ministry to 
allow me to speak with them^ and communicate what the King of Prussia 
had ordered me to propose." 

' Herr von Hartoff gave them an account of my request ; and brought 
me for answer^ " That I must wait a little, because the Ministers were 
not yet all assembled."' Which I did. 'But after having made me 
stay almost an hour, and after the President of the Council was come, 
Herr von Hartoff came out to me ; and repeated what he had said yester- 
day, in very positive and absolute terms, "That the Ministers were 
resolved not to see me, and had expressly forbid him taking any Paper 
at my hands." 

' To which I replied, " That this was very hard usage ; and the world 
would see how the King of Prussia would relish it But having strict 
orders from his Majesty, my most gracious Master, to make a Declaration 
to the Ministers of Hanover in his name ; and finding Herr von Hartoff 
would neither receive it nor take a copy of it, I had only to tell him that 
I was under the necessity of leaving it in writing, — and had brought the 
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namely, Tliat Heaven would be graeumatf pkaaed to fi»iient» 
and blow op to the proper degree^ this qnand b et we o i the 
two chief Heretic Poweri, Heavenli chkf enemiei^ whanby 
Holy Religion mig^t reap a good beoefity if it pleaiwl 
Heaven. But, this time^ the nunde did not go off aooovding 
to program.^ 

For at this point, before the Pope bad prajed, but iriule 
the troops and artillery were evidatly all oa maidi (* Sudi 
an artillery as V ^ho am Kaiser^ Artillery-Master, * Cor nj 
poor part, never had the happiness to see befbie in any 
oounti^,^ snaffles Sedcendorf in the Smoking PsritamentX and 
now swords are, as it were, drawn, and in the air make 
horrid drdes, — ^the neighbours interfere : * Heavens 1 pat-up 
your swords ! ^ — and the huge world-wide tumult soddody Q, 
think, in the very first days of this month September) ool- 
lapses, sinks into something you can put into a snuffbox. 

Of course it could never come to actual battle, after alL 
Too high a pickleherring tragedy that. Here is a Comodiani 
not wanting to be smitten into the bogs ; an honest Orson 
who wants nothing, nor has ever wanted, but fairplay. Fair- 
play ; and not to be insulted on the streets, or have one^s 
poor Hobby quite knocked from under one ! — ^Neighbours, as 
we say, struck in ; France, Holland, all the neighbours, at 
this point : ' Do it by arbitration ; Wolfenbiittel for the one, 
Sachsen-Gotha for the other ; Commissioners to meet at 
Brunswick ! ^ And that, accordingly, was the course fixed 
upon; and settlement, by that method, was aocomplidied, 
without difficulty, in some six months hence.^ Whether 
damei was awarded to Hanover or to Brandenburg, I never 
knew, or how the hay of it is cut at this moment. I only 
know there was no battle on the subject ; though at one time 
there was like to be such a clash of battle as the old Mark- 

^ * Extract of a Letter from Rome, 24th September 1729/ in Townshend'i 
Despatch, Whitehall, loth October 1729. 
• i6th April 1730 (Forster, ii. 105). 
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graves never had with their old Wends ; not if we put all 
their battlings into one. 

SeckendorTs radiant brow has to pucker itself again : this 
fine project, of boiling the Kaiser'^s eggs by setting the world 
on fire, has not prospered after all. The gloomy old villain 
came to her Majesty one day,^ while things were near the 
hottest ; and said or insinuated, He was the man that could 
do these businesses, and bring about the Double-Marriage 
itself, if her Majesty were not so harsh upon him. Where- 
upon her Majesty, reporting to Dubourgay, threw out the 
hint, * YVTiat if we (that is, you) did give him a forty or fifty 
thousand thalers verily, for he will do anything for money ? ^ 
To which Townshend answers from the Grdhrde, to the efiect : 
^ Pooh, he is a mere bag of noxious futilities ; consists of gall 
mainly, and rusty old lies and crotchets ; breathing very 
copperas through those old choppy lips of his : let him go to 
the ! ^ Next Spring, at the happy end of the Arbitra- 
tion, which he had striven all he could to mar and to retard, 
he fell quite ill ; took to his bed for two days, — colics, or 
one knows not what ; — ^ and I can^t say I am very sorry for 
him,^ writes the respectable Dubourgay.^ 

On the 8th day of September 17^9, Friedrich Crown- 
Prince reenters Potsdam* with his Two battalions of Giants ; 
he has done so well, the King goes out from Berlin to see 
him march in with them ; rejoicing to find something of a 
soldier in the young graceless, after all. 'The King dis- 
tributed 100,000 thalers (16,000/.) among his Army;' 
being well pleased with their behaviour, and doubtless right 
glad to be out of such a Business. The Ahlden Heritages 
will now get liquidated; Mecklenburg, — our Knyphausen, 
with the Hanover Consorts, will settle Mecklenburg ; and all 
shall be well again, we hope ! — 

llie fact, on some of these points, turned out difierent ; 

^ Dubourgay, 30th July 1729. * 25th April 173a 

' Dubouzgay, nth Sept. 1729. 
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but it was now of less importaiioe. As to KajftuamtaaS 
proceedings at Meckloibiiiig^ after the htiffpj^ Fsaoe^ thej 
were not so suooessfdi as had been hoped. Need of quarrel, 
however, between the Majesties, there henoelbrth was not in 
Mecklenburg ; and if slight mfflings and collisions did arisen 
it was not till after our poor DoaUe-Msiriage was at any 
rate quite out of the game, and they are without significance 
to us. But the truth is, though Knyphauaen did his best, 
no settlement came; nor indeed could ever come. Sball 
we sum-up that sorry matter here, and wash our hands of it? 

Troubles qf Mecklenburg^ Jbr Ae laH Tkm 

Knyphausen, we say, proved futile ; nor could human wit 
have succeeded. The exasperated Duke was contomadous, 
irrational ; the two Majesties kept polling different ways upon 
him. Matters grew from very bad to worse ; and Mecklen- 
burg continued long a running sore. Not many months after 
this (I think, still in 17^9), the irrational Duke, having got 
money out of Russia, came home again from Dantzig; to 
notable increase of the Anarchies in Mecklenburg, though 
without other result for himself. The irrational Duke proved 
more contumacious than ever, fell into deeper trouble than 
ever; — at length (1733) he made Pfoclamaticm to the 
Peasantry to rise and fight for him ; who did turn out, with 
their bill-hooks and bludgeons, under Captains named by him, 
< to the amount of 18,000 Peasants,^ — with such riot as may 
be fancied, but without other result. So that the Hanover 
Commissioners decided to seize the very Residenz Cities 
(Schwerin and Domitz) from this mad Duke, and make the 
country clear of him,— his Brother being Interim Manager 
always, under countenance of the Commissioners. Which 
transactions, especially which contemplated seizure of the 
Residence Cities, Friedrich Wilhelm, eventual heir, could not 
see with equanimity at all. But having no forces in the 
country, what could he do? Being 'Joint-Commissioner^ 
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this long while past, though without armed interference 
hitherto, he privately resolves that he will have forces there ; 
the rather as the poor Duke professes penitence, and flies to 
him for help. Poor soul, his Russian Unique of Wives has 
just died, far enough away from him this long while past : 
what a life they have had, these two Uniques ! — 

Enough, 'on the 19th of October 1733, lieutenant- 
Greneral Schwerin,'* — ^the same who was Colonel Schwerin, the 
Duke'^s chief Captain here, at the beginning of these troubles, 
now lieutenant-Greneral and a distinguished Prussian officer, 
— ' marches into Mecklenburg with three regiments, one of 
foot, two of horse ^ : ^ he, doubtless, will help in quelling those 
Peasant and other Anarchies ? Privately his mission is most 
delicate. He is not to fight with the Hanoverians; is 
delicately but efiectually to shove them well away from the 
Residence Cities, and fasten himself down in those parts. 
Which the Lieutenant-Greneral deztrously does. 'A night^s 
quarter here in Parchim,'* — such is the lieutenant-Greneral^s 
request, polite but impressive, from the outskirts of that little 
Town, a Town essential to certain objects, and in fact the 
point he is aiming at : ' night'^s quarter ; you cannot refuse it 
to this Prussian Company marching under the Kaiser^s Com- 
mission ? ^ No, the Hanoverian Lieutenant of Foot dare not 
take upon him to refuse . — but next morning, he is himself 
invited to withdraw, the Prussians having orders to continue 
here in Parchim ! And so with the other points and towns, 
that are essential in the enterprise on hand. A dextrous 
Lieutenant-General this Schwerin: — ^his two Horse-Colonek 
are likewise men to be noted; Colonel Wreech, with a 
charming young Wife, perhaps a too charming ; Colonel 
Truchsess Von Waldburg, known afterwards, with distinction, 
in London Society and widely otherwise. And thus, in the 
end of 1733, the Mecklenburg Residence Cities, happen what 
may, are secured for their poor irrational Duke. These things 
may slightly ruffle some tempers at Hanover ; but it is now 

^ Buchholt, L 122, 142 ; Michaelis, iL 433, 437. 
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17SS, and our poor Double-Marriage is clean out of the gancie 
by that time ! — 

The irrational Duke could not continue in his Residence 
Cities, with the Brother administering over him ; still proving 
contumacious, he needed absolutely to be driven out, to 
Wismar or I know not whither ; went wandering about for 
almost twenty years to come; disturbed, and stirring-up 
disturbance. Died 1747, still in that sad posture ; Interim 
Brother, with Posterity, succeeding.^ But Hanover and 
IVussia interfered no farther ; the brother administered on his 
own footing, < supported by troops hired from Hambuig. 
Flanover and Prussia, 400 Hanoverians, 200 Prussians, merely 
retained hold of their respective Hypothecs ^ (Districts held in 
pawn) ^ till the expenses should be paid,^ — million of ihalersy 
and by those late anarchies a new heavy score run up. 

Pnwsia and Hanover retained hold of their Hypothecs ; for 
aM to the expenses, what hope was there ? Fifty years hence 
we find the Prussian Hypothecs occupied as at first; and 
•rifjfhtH of enlistment exercised/ Never in this world were 
thow exj)enses paid ; nor could be, any part of them. The 
IiinI aix*()unts were : George in. of England, on marrying, in 
17(n, a Mecklenburg Princess, — ^Old Queen Charlotte,' then 
young enough, — ^handsomely tore-up the bill ; and so ended 
ihiit jMirt of a desperate debt. But of the Prussian part 
thon? was no end, nor like to be any: *down to this day' 
(Hiiyn Hucliholz, in 1775), Hwo squadrons of the Ziethen 
IIiiNMint iiMually lie there,' and rights of enlisting are exercised. 
I (*on(*lu<lcs the French Revolution and its Wars wiped away 
thJN other desperate item. And now let us hope that 
M(H*klonhurg is l>etter-ofF than formerly, — that, at least, our 
IiiumIh ixw (*K^ar of it in time coming. I add only, with satis- 
faction, that this Unique of Dukes was no ancestor of Old 
yu«'«Mi ( 'Imrlotte's, but only a remote Welsh-Uncle, far enough 
apart ; nuinot l)o too far. 

^ Michaelis, ii. 434-44a 



CHAP. VI.] IMMINENCY OF WAR OR DUEL 188 

One Nussler settles the Ahlden Heritages ; sends the Money 

home in Boxes 

Enyphausen did not settle Mecklenburg, as we perceive! 
Neither did Eannegiesser and the unliquidated Heritages 
prosper, at Hanover, quite to perfection. One Heritage, that 
of Uncle Osnabrijck, little Gkorge flatly refused to share: 
Fetidum the whole of that, not Allodium any part of it, so 
that a Sister cannot claim. Which, I think, was confirmed 
by the Arbitrators at Brunswick ; thereby ending that, llien 
as to the Ahlden Allodia or Feuda, — ^Eannegiesser, blamably 
or not, never could make much of the business. A precise 
strict man, as we saw at the Hanover Council-room lately ; 
whom the Hanover people did not like. So he made little of 
it. Nay at the end of next year (December 1780), sending-in 
his accounts to Berlin, he demands, in addition to the three 
thalers (or nine shillings) daily allowed him, almost a second 
nine shillings for sundries, chiefly for ^ hairpowder and shoe- 
blacking ^ ! And is instantly recalled ; and vanishes from 
History at this point.^ 

Upon which Friedrich Wilhelm selects another; < sends 
deal boxes along with him, to bring home what cash there is. 
This one^s name is Niissler ; an expectant Prussian Official, an 
adroit man, whom we shall meet again doing work. He has 
the nine shillings a-day, without hairpowder or blacking, while 
employed here ; at Berlin no constant salary whatever, — ^had 
to ^borrow 76/., for outfit on this business^; — does a great 
deal of work without wages, in hope of efiective promotion by 
and by. Which did follow, after tedious years ; Friedrich 
Wilhelm finding him, on such proof (other proof will not do), 
fit for promoting to steady employment. 

Niissler was very active at Hanover, and had his deal boxes ; 
but hardly got them filled according to hope. However, in 
some eighteen months he had actually worked out, in difficult 

* BUschIng, Beyiragt^ i. 307, etc., i Niissler. 
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iiustalnients, about 13,000/., and dug the matter to the bottom. 
He came home with his last instalment, not disapproved of, to 
IWrlin (May 173S) ; six years after the poor Duchesses death. 
So the Ahlden Attodia too had their end. 



CHAPTER VII 

A makriaoe; not the double-marriage: 

CKOWN-PRINCE DEEP IN TROUBLE 




Wiin.K the Hanover Imminency was but beginning, and 
horrid crisis of War or Duel was yet in nobody^s thoughts, the 
Ansi>ach Wedding^ had gone-on at Berlin. To Friedrich 
^Vilheln^s satisfaction ; not to his Queen^ the match being 
but a }KX)r one. The bride was Frederika Louisa, not the 
vUlcst of their Daughters, but the next-eldest : younger than 
Wilholiniim, and still hardly fifteen ; the first married of the 
Frtinily. Very young she : and gets a very young Margraf, — 
wlu> has iK'iMi, and still is a minor; under his Mother'^s 
^imnlianslup till now : not rich, and who has not had a good 
(hiincY to Iki wise. The Mother, — an excellent magnanimous 
PriniVHs, still young and bealitiful, but labouring silently 
\\m\vv some mortal disease, — has done her best to manage 
lor him these lust four or five years ;^ and, as I gather, is 
inipatirnt to sih? him settled, that she may retire and die. 

r*ri(iay foivnoon, 19th May 1729, the young Margraf 
nrrivi'd in |H»rson at Berlin, — ^just seventeen gone Saturday 
IhmI, poor young soul, and very foolish. Sublime royal carriage 
nirt him at the Prussian frontier; and this day, what is more 

I jnih May 1739. 

* I'l.lliili/, Af,m0irt aftJ Letters (English Translation, London, 1745), >• 
iiNi jii.|. 'I'hnr «ir ' Memoirs of Pollnitz,* then * Memoirs and Letters,^ besides 
iliP * l\hmtni\ cil llrHndcnburg ' (pasthumous, which we often cite) ; aU by this 
|iiiiii iiiitii. Oiilylhr Ittiit has any Historical value, and that not much. The 
lifkl Iwii iiir (H)ly worth rontulting, cautiously, as loose contemporary babble, — 
««iiHiii fni ilir Dutch Il<»nkifllers, one can perceive. 
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interesting, oiur ^ Crown-Frince rides out to meet him ; mounts 
into the royal carriage beside him ^ ; and the two young fools 
drive, in such a cavalcade of hoofs and wheels, — talking we 
know not what, — into Potsdam ; met by his Majesty and all 
the honours. What illustrious gala there then was in Potsdam 
and the Court world, read, — with tedium, unless you are in 
the tailor line, — described with minute distinctness by the 
admiring Fassmann.^ There are Grenerals, high Ladies, sons 
of Bellona and Latona ; there are dinners, there are hautboys, 
— * two-and-thirty blackamoors ^ in flaming uniforms, capable 
of cymballing and hautboying ^ up the grand staircase, and 
round your table, and down again,^ in a fiightfully effective 
manner, while you dine. Madam Kamecke is to go as Ober- 
hofmeisterinn to Anspach ; and all the lackeys destined thither 
are in their new liveries, blue tumed-up with red velvet. 
Which is delightful to see. Review of the Giant grenadiers 
cannot fail; conspicuous on parade with them our Crown- 
Prince as Lieutenant-Colonel : * the beauty of this Corps as 
well as the perfection of their exerdtia^ — ah yes, we know it, 
my dim old fiiend. The Marriage itself followed, at Berlin, 
after many exercitia, snipe-shootings, feastings, hautboyings ; 
on the dOth of the month ; with torch-dance and the other 
customary trimmings; ^Bride^s garter cut in snips ^ for 
dreaming upon * by his Royal Majesty himself.^ The Lust- 
barJeeUenj the stupendous public entertainments having ended, 
there is weeping and embracing (more humano) ; and the happy 
couple, so-called happy, retire to Anspach with their destinies 
and effects. 

A foolish young fellow, this new Brother-in-law, testifies 
Wilhelmina in many places. Finances in disorder ; Mother^s 
wise management, ceasing too soon, has only partially availed. 
King 'has lent some hundreds of thousands of crowns to 
Anspach ^ (says Friedrich at a later period), ' which there is no 
chance of ever being repaid. All is in disorder there, in the 
finance way : if the Margraf gets his hunting and his hei*oning^ 

* pp. 396-401. 
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in a temporary maimery fed that tlia» ma ndi a tluBg 
gcntletnan^s suitable mpptacA He would take Ui 
leMionfs follow his dandettiiie ttodies in that fimNnafafe dnm : 
— thus BuiFon, we hear, waa wont to diavc^ and pot on dean 
linetii before he sat down to writer finduig it matt eomfiaiahle 
NO. Though, again, there have been otiien wlio coold write 
in considerable disorder; not to say litter, and palpaWf 
imperfection of equipment : Samod Johnson, fer instanrr, did 
some really grand writing in a room iriiece there waa hot one 
olmlri and that one incapable of standing unless yon sat en 
lt« liAvlng only three feet A man is to fit himsdf to iriiat is 
ronnd him : but surely a Crown-Rrinoe may be indulged in a 
little brocade in his leisure moments ! — 

Fribs and Quanta sat dcnng muac^ an unlawful thing, in 
this pleasant, but also unlawful costume; wlien lieutenant 
Katte, who was on watch in the outer room, rushes in, 
distraction in his aspect : Majesty just here ! Quick, double 
(|uick ! Katte snatches the music-books and flutes, snatches 
Qunntx ; hurries with him and them into some wall-press, or 
cloiM*t for firewood, and stands quaking there. Our poor 
Prince has flung aside his brocade, got on his military coatie ; 
and would fain seem busy with important or indifferent 
rotitine matters. But, alas, he cannot undo the French hair- 
<ln*sNing; cannot change the graceful French bag into the 
Nlricb Pnissian (|ueue in a moment. The French bag betrays 
him ; kindles the paternal vigilance, — alas, the paternal wrath, 
into li tornado pitch. For his vigilant suspecting Majesty 
MNirchrM al)out; finds the brocade article behind a screen; 
rraniN itt with loud indignation, into the fire ; finds all the 
Illicit I^Vonch Hooks; confiscates them on the spot, confiscates 
all manner of contraband goods; — and there was mere 
fenlplniroUN whirlwind in those serene spaces for about an 
hour I If his Majesty had looked into the wood-closet? 
Ills Majeiity, by Heaven^s express mercy, omitted that 
llaiHln the llookseller was sent for; ordered to carry-off that 
INiisonotiN I'rench cabinet-library in mass ; sell every Book of 
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it, to an undisceming public, at what price it will fetch. 
Which latter part of his order, Haude, in deep secrecy, 
ventured to disobey, being influenced thereto. Haude, in 
deep secrecy, kept the cabinet library secure ; and ^ lent ^ the 
Prince book after book fix>m it, as his Royal Highness required 
them. 

Friedrich, it is whispered in Tobacco-Parliament, has been 
known, in his irreverent impatience, to call the Grenadier 
uniform his < shroud {Sierbekitkly or death-clothes)^; so 
imprisoning to the young mind and body ! Paternal Majesty 
has heard this blasphemous rumour ; hence doubtless, in part, 
his fury against the wider brocade garment. 

It was Quantz himself that reported this e3q)losion to 
authentic Nioolai, many years afterwards ; confessing that he 
trembled, every joint of him, in the wood-doset, during that 
hour of hurricane ; and the rather as he had on ^ a red dress- 
coat,^ which colour, foremost of the flaring colours, he knew to 
be his Majesty^s aversion, on a man'^s back.^ Of incomparable 
Quantz, and his heart-thrilling adagios, we hope to hear 
transiently again, under joyfiiler circumstances. Of Lieu- 
tenant von Katte, — a short stout young fellow, with black 
eyebrows, pock-marked face, and rather dissolute manners, — 
we shall not fail to hear. 



CHAPTER VIII 

CROWN-PKINCE GETTING BEYOND HIS DEPTH IN 

TROUBLE 

It is not certain that the late Imminency of Duel had much 
to do with such explosions. The Hanover Imminency, which 
we likened to a tropical waterspout, or sudden thunderous 
blotting-out of the sky to the astonished Gazetteers, seems 

^ Nicolai, Anekdoten (Berlin, 1790), \L 148. 
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rather to have passed away as waterspouts do, — Cleaving the 
earth and air, if anything, a little r^firetked by such crisis. 
Leaving, that is to say, the two Majesties a little less disposed 
for open quarrel, or rash utterance of their ill humour in time 
coming. But, in the mean while, all mutual interests are in 
a (Miinful state of suspended animation : in Beriin there is a 
privately rebellious Spouse and Household, there is a Tobaooo- 
Parliament withal ; — and the royal mind, sensitive, imaginative 
AS a poet's, as a womanX and liable to transports as of a 
Nontc Baresark, is of uncertain movement. Such a load of 
intricacies and exaggerated anxieties hanging on it, the royal 
mind goes like the most confused smoke-jack, sure only to 
have revolutions ; and we know how, afar from Soissons, and 
at home in Tobacco-Parliament, the machine is influenced ! 
Enough, the explosive procedures continue, and axe on the 
increasing hand. 

Majcsty'^s hunting at Wusterhausen was hardly done, when 
tliat alanning Treaty of Seville came to light (9th November 
1729), France and England ranked by the side of Spain, 
diHpoHing of Princes and Apanages at their will, and a Kaiser 
left sitting solitary, — which awakens the domestic whirlwinds 
at Berlin, among other results. ^ Canaille Anglaise, English 
Doggery !' and similar fine epithets, addressed to Wilhelmina 
and the Crown-Prince, fly about ; not to speak of occasional 
crockery and other missiles. Friedrich Wilhelm has forbidden 
these two his presence altogether, except at dinner : Out of 
my sight, ye Canaille Anglaise ; darken not the sunlight for 
uw at all ! 

This is in the Wusterhausen time, — Hanover Imminency 
only two months gone. And Mamma sends for us to have 
private dialogues in her Apartment there, with spies out in 
every direction to make signal of Majesty'^s retimi from his 
hunt, — who, however, surprises us on one occasion, so that we 
have to sciuat for hours, and almost get suffocated.^ Where- 
upon the Crown-Prince, who will be eighteen in a couple of 

' Wilhelmina, i. 172. 
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months, and feels the indignity of such things, begs of Mamma 
to be excused in future. He has much to suffer from his 
Father again, writes Dubourgay in the end of November : ' it 
is difficult to conceive the vile stratagems that are made use 
of to provoke the Father against the Son/ ^ Or again, take 
this, as perhaps marking an epoch in the business, a fortnight 
farther on : 

December l(Hh, 1729. ' His Prussian Majesty cannot bear the sight of 
either the Prince or Princess RoyaL The other day^ he asked the Prince : 
'^Kalkstein makes you English; does not he.^"' Kalkstein^ your old 
Tutor^ Borck^ ELnyphausen, Finkenstein^ they are all of that vile clique ! 
'To which the Prince answered^ '^ I respect tiie English because I know 
the people there love me ; " upon which the King seized him by the collar^ 
struck him fiercely with his cane^' in fact rained showers of blows upon 
him; 'and it was only by superior strength/ thinks Dubourgay^ 'that 
the poor Prince escaped worse. There is a general apprehension of 
something tragical taking place before long.' 

Truly the situation is so violent, it cannot last. And in 
effect a wild thought, not quite new, ripens to a resolution in 
the Crown-Prince under such pressures. In reference to which, 
as we grope and guess, here is a Billet to Mamma, which 
Wilhelmina has preserved. Wilhelmina omits all trace of date, 
as usual; but Dubourgay, in the above Excerpt, probably 
supplies that defect : 

Friedrich to his Mother (Potsdam, December 17S9) 

' 1 am in the utmost despair. What I had always apprehended has at 
last come on me. The King has entirely forgotten that I am his Son. 
This morning I came into his room as usual ; at the first sight of me^' or 
at the first passage of Kalkstein-dialogue with me^ ' he sprang forward, 
seized me by the collar^ and struck me a shower of cruel blows with his 
rattan. I tried in vain to screen myself, he was in so terrible a rage, 
almost out of himself ; it was only weariness,' not my superior strength, 
' that made him give up.' 

' I am driven to extremity. I have too much honour to endure such 
treatment ; and I am resolved to put an end to it in one way or 
another.' ' 

' Dubourgay, 28th November 1729. * Wilheknina, L 175. 
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b not this itself sufficiently tragical? Not tin fint strS 
he had got, we can smmiae ; but the lint tment at stroke^ 
and open beating like a slaTe ; — ^wfaidi to a pioiid jomig man 
and Prince, at sudi age^ is indeed mtdcnble. Wilhdnina 
knows too well what he means by * endii^ it in one way or 
another ; ^ but strives to xeassore Mamma as to its mf ning 
^ flight,^ or the like desperate resolotion. * Mera nolenee of 
the moment,^ argues WiUndmina ; teiribly awan that it is 
deeper-rooted than that. 

Flight is not a new idea to the (kown-Mnoe ; in a negative 
form we have seen it present in the minds of bystanden : ^a 
Crown-Prince determined nai to fly/ whispeted they*^ Some 
weeks ago, Wilhelmina writes : *The King^s bad treatmentt 
b^an again on his reappearance^ at Potsdam after the Hunt- 
ing ; < he never saw my Brother withoat threatening him vrith 
his cane. My Brother told me day after day, He vroold 
endure everything from the King, only not blows ; and that if 
it ever came to such extremity, he would be prepared to 
deliver himself by running offl** And here, it would seem, the 
extremity has actually come. 

Wilhelmina, pitying her poor Brother, but condemning him 
on many points, continues : ^ < Lieutenant Keith,^ that wild 
companion of his, ^had been gone some time, stationed in 
Wesel with his regiment.'' Which fact let us also keep in 
mind. ^ Keith's departure had been a great joy to me ; in 
the hope my Brother would now lead a more r^ular life : but 
it proved quite otherwise. A second favourite, and a much 
more dangerous, succeeded Keith. This was a young man of 
the name of Katte, Captain-Lieutenant in the r^ment 
GenS'd^Armes, He was highly connected in the Army; his 
Mother had been a daughter of Feldmarschall Graf von War- 
tensleben,'' — a highest dignitary of the last generation. Katte''s 
Father, now a General of distinction, rose also to be Feld- 
marschall ; Cousins too, sons of a Kammer-President von Katte 

^ Dubourgay (9th August 1729), saptk, p. 172. 
• L 173, 174. 
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at Magdeburg, rose to Army rank in time coming ; but not 
this poor Katte, — whom let the reader note ! 

'General Eatte his Father,*^ continues Wilhelmina, 'had 
sent him to the Universities, and afterwards to travel, desiring 
he should be a Lawyer. But as there was no favour to expect 
out of the Army, the yoimg man found himself at last 
placed there, contrary to his expectation. He continued to 
apply himself to studies ; he had wit, book-culture, acquaint- 
ance with the world ; the good company which he continued 
to frequent had given him polite manners, to a degree then 
rare in Berlin. His physiognomy was rather disagreeable 
than otherwise. A pair of thick black eyebrows almost 
covered the eyes of him ; his look had in it something ominous, 
presage of the fate he met with : a tawny skin, torn by small- 
pox, increased his ugliness. He affected the freethinker, and 
carried libertinism to excess; a great deal of ambition and 
headlong rashness accompanied this vice."* A dangerous 
adviser here in the Berlin element, with lightnings going ! 
' Such a favourite was not the man to bring back my Brother 
from his follies. This I learned at our ^ (Mammals and my) 
' returning to Berlin,*^ from the Wusterhausen and the Potsdam 
tribulations ; — and think of it, not without terror, now that 
the extremity seems coming or come ! 



CHAPTER IX 

DOUBLE-MARRIAGE SHALL BE OR SHALL NOT BE 

Fob one thing, Friedrich Wilhelm, weary of all this English 
pother and futility, will end the Double-Marriage speculation ; 
Wilhelmina shall be disposed of, and so an end. Friedrich 
Wilhelm, once the hunting was over at Wustorhausen, ran 
across, southward, — ^to ^Lubnow,* Wilhelmina calls it, — ^to 
Liibben in the Nether Lausitz,^ a short day^s drive ; there to 

' 35th October 1729 (Fassmann, p. 404). 
VOL. n. N 
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■MssiiU^ fpom the tSDg to her IMajesty/ ^ Queen is astonished ; 
expecting anything sooner. — 'This regards me, I have a 
dreiiding ! * shoddoed WUhetmina to Mamma. ' No matter/ 
said the ^^aeen, din^jging her shooldos ; ' one must have 
liraine»; and that » not iriiat I shall want;** — and her 
31aj>estT went into the Andienoe-diamber, leaving Wilhelmina 
in ssch txeoHinw 

Finkeik>tcin. a finendlj man, as BcNrck too is, explains to 
her 3tfai«;tT« * That ther three hare received each a Letter 
overnight* — Letter from the King, enjoining in the^^ place 
" $Ll«Doe under pain of death ** ; in the second place, apprising 
them that he« the King, will no longer endure her Majesty's 
disobedience in regard to the marriage of his Daughter, but 
will banish Daughter and Mother ' to Qranienburg,^ quasi- 
di\*oiv*e« and outer darkness, unless there be compliance with 
his sovereign will ; thirdfyy that they are accordingly to go, all 
three* to her Majesty, to deliver the enclosed Royal Auto- 
gTHph * (which Finkenstein presents), * testifying what said 
sovereign will is, and on the above terms expect her Majesty's 
repiv ; * — as they have now sorrowfully done, Finkenstein 
aiut Iterok with real sorrow, Gnimkow with the reverse of 

real. 

Sovereign will b to the effect : * Write to England one 
otlier time. Will you at once marry, or not at once ; Yea or 
No ? Answer can be here within a fortnight ; three weeks, 
even in ctise of bad winds. If the answer be not Yea at once ; 
then vou. Madam, vou at once choose Weissenfels or Schwedt, 
one or the other, — under what penalties you know ; Oranien- 
burg and worse ! ' 

Here is a crisis. But her Majesty did not want firmness. 
• Write to England ? Yes, willingly. But as to Weissenfels 
and Schwctit, whatever answer come from England, — Im- 
iMMtsible ! ' steadily answers her Majesty. There was much 
diHOOurso, suasive, argumentative ; Grumkow < quoting Scrip- 
ture on her Majesty, as the Devil can on occasion,' says 

Li Wilhelmina, 1. 180. 
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Wilhelmina. Express Scriptures, WiveSy he obedietU to your 
husbandsy and the like texts : but her Majesty, on the Scrip- 
ture side too, gave him as good as he brought. ^ Did not 
Bethuel the son of Milcah,^ when Abraham'^s servant asked 
his daughter in marriage for young Isaac, answer, We mU 
caU the damsel and inquire at her mouth. And they called 
Rebekah, and said unto her^ WiU thou go with this man f And 
she saidy I wHl go.'* Scripture for Scripture, Herr von 
Grumkow ! < Wives must obey their husbands ; surely yes. 
But the husbands are to command things just and reasonable. 
The King^s procedure is not accordant with that law. He 
is for doing violence to my Daughter's inclination, and ren- 
dering her unhappy for the rest of her days ; — will give her 
a brutal debauchee,' fat Weissenfels, so describable in strong 
language ; ^ a younger brother, who is nothing but the King 
of Poland's Officer; landless, and without means to live 
according to his rank. Or can it be the State that will 
profit from such a marriage ? If they have a Household, the 
King will have to support it. — Write to England ; Yes ; but 
whatever the answer of England, Weissenfels never! A 
thousand times sooner see my child in her grave than hope- 
lessly miserable ! ' Here a qualm overtook her Majesty ; for 
in fact she is in an interesting state, third month of her 
time : * I am not well. You should spare me, Grentlemen, in 
the state I am in. — I do not accuse the King,' concluded she : 
* I know,' hurling a glance at Grumkow, < to whom I owe all 
this ; ' — and withdrew to her interior privacies ; reading there 
with Wilhelmina * the King's cruel Letter,' and weeping 
largely, though firm to the death.' 

What to do in such a crisis? Assemble the Female 
Parliament, for one thing: good Madam Finkenstein (old 
Tutor's wife), good Mamsell Billow, Mamsell Sonsfeld (Wil- 
helmina's Governess), and other faithful women : — well if we 

^ Genesis xxiy. 14-58. 

* Wilhelmina, L 179-182. Dnbourgay has nothing, — probably had heard 
nothing, there being * silence under pain of death' for the moment. 
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can keep away tra it r casca , female apiea that are piowliiig about ; 
eapecially one ^ Ramen,^ a Qneen^B aoahiett^ iriio geta tniatied 
with everythinj^ and betiaji evexything; upon whtom W3- 
lielmina ia often eloquent* Never waa aach a tiaatieaa ; took 
Dubomgay^a briber which the Queen had adviaed ; and, all 
the aame, betraya evcfything, — bribe indnded. And ti» 
Queen, ao bewitdied, can keep nothing 6mn her. Femak 
Parliament muat take precantiona about tiie Ramen ! — ^For 
the reat, Female Pariiament adviaea two things : l^ IVcaai ng 
Letter to England ; that of oourae^ writtm with tiie doquence 
of despair: and then S^ That in caae of utter exti^nity, 
her Majeaty, < pretend to fell ilL^ That la Oriria Firat ; and 
that ia their expedient upon it. 

Letter goea to England, therefore; aetting forth the 
extremity of strait and pinch : ^ Now or never, O my Sister 
Caroline ! ^ Many auch have gone, first and last ; but this is 
the strongest of all. Nay the Crown-Prince too shall write 
to his Aunt of England : you, Wilhelmina, draw-out a fit 
brief Letter for him : send it to Potsdam, he will copy it 
there ; ^ So orders the Mother : Wilhelmina does it, with a 
terrified heart ; Crown-Prince copies without scruple : < I have 
already given your Majesty my word of honour never to wed 
any one but the Princess Amelia your Daughter; I here 
reiterate that Promise, in case your Majesty will consent to 
my Sister^s Marriage,^ — should that alone prove possible in the 
present intricacies. ^ We are all reduced to such a state 
that ^ — ^Wilhelmina gives the Letter in full ; but as it is pro- 
fessedly of her own composition, a loose vague piece, the very 
date of which you have to grope out for yourself, it cannot 
even count among the several Letters written by the Crown- 
Prince, both before and after it, to the same efiect, which 
are now probably all of them lost,' without regni to any- 

1 Wilhelmina, L 183. 

)f TVact of one, Copy of Afuwer from Queen Caroline to what leems to have 
one. Answer raUier of disuasive tenor, is in State-Paper Office : Prussian 
r^ vol. xl.,— dateless ; probably some months later in 1730. 
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body ; and we will not reckon it worth transcribing farther. 
Such Missive, such two Missives (not now found in any 
Archive) speed to England by express ; may the winds be 
favourable. Her Majesty waits anxious at Berlin ; ready to 
take refuge in a bed of sickness, should bad come to worse. 



Dubourgay sMkes a Light Jbr the English Court 

In England, in the mean while, they have received a 
curious little piece of secret information. One Reichenbach, 
Prussian Envoy at London — ^Dubourgay has long marvelled 
at the man and at the news he sends to Berlin. Here, of 
date 17th January 1780, is a Letter on that subject from 
Dubourgay, official but private as yet, for * Greorge Tilson, 
Esq. ^ : — ^Tilson is Under-Secretary in the Foreign Office, 
whose name often tums-up on such occasions in the Dubourgm/j 
the Robimon and other extinct Paper-heaps of that time. 
Dubourgay dates doubly, by old and new style ; in general we 
print by tiie new only, unless the contrary be specified. 



* To George TiUon^ Esq. (Private) 

•Berlin, Sth Jul 1789 (bj new stjle, I7th Jan. 1730). 

'Sm, — I believe yon may remember that we have for a long time 
suspected that most of Reichenbach'g Despatches were dictated by some 
people here. About two days ago a Paper fell into my hands/ realised 
quietly for a considentionj ' containing an Account of money charged 
to the '^ Brothers Jourdan and Laatiers," Merchants here> by their 
Correspondent in London^ for sending Letters from,' properly in, or 
through, 'your City to Reichenbach. 

'Jourdan and Lautiers's London Correspondents are Mr. Thomas 
Greenhill in Little Bell Alley and Mr. John Motteux in St. Mary Aze. 
Mr. Guerin my Agent knows them very well ; having paid them several 
little bills on my account : '—Better ask Mr, Guerin. 'I know not 
through the hands of which of those Merchants the above-mentioned 
Letters have passed ; but you have ways enough to find it out, if you 
think it worth while. I make no manner of doubt but Grumkow and 
his party make use of this conveyance to (tie) their instructions to 
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lUkhMbMh. In the Aoeoant i^idi I lum *-*-»^ — ^t!^l^ 



!■ oluurged for ciryingeichLrttirtoBeiffliwfcaA : 

ii for "Thirty-two Lcttew" ; and rdhw to • fttiwi Aeegwat' So Art 

thoy muit liavo boon long at it 'lam, wiHitiho 



Here is a trail which TilMm will haf« no diAcoItj in 
ninniiig down. I forget whether it was in Bell AJkjr or St 
Mary Aie that the nert was fbond ; but ftnnd It aooii wa% 
ami the due springes were set; and game came steadily 
diti|ipi»g<in, — ^Letters to and Letters fiom^ — idikli» when 
otice his Britannic Majesty had, with reliietsnoe, given w ai i aui 
to open and decipher them, threw light on nrossian Afiir% 
and yielded fine sport and speculation in the Bdtannic 
Majesty^s Apartment on an evening. 

This is no other than the celebrsted * Gjhat Oomqpond- 
ence between Grumkow and Beichenbadi * ; Gramkow ooivertly 
instructing his slave Reichenbadi what the London news shall 
bo : lleichenbach answering him, To hear is to obey ! 
Corrcii|)ondenoe much noised-of in the modem Prussian 
H<K)kn ; and which was, no doubt, very wonderful to lllson 
and (bnipany ;— capable of being turned to uses, they 
thought. The reader shall see specimens by and by ; and^ he 
will ilnd it unimportant enough, and unspeakably stupid to 
him. It docs show Grumkow as the extreme of subtle 
fowlcrNi and how the dirty-fingered Seckendorf and he cooked 
thc^lr binllimo: but to us that is not new, though at St. 
Jaines'N it was. Perhaps uses may lie in it there? At all 
svitiils, it Is a pretty topic in Queen Caroline's apartment on 
an evening; and the little Majesty and she, with various 
laughtrm and reflections, can discern, a little, How a poor 
King of PniNsia is befooled by his servants, and in what way 
a fl(»riHi liear is led about by the nose, and dances to 
Oniiukow^s piping* Poor soul, much of his late raging and 
Krowllngi perhaps it was only Grumkow's and not his ! Does 
liol hats UN, he, perhaps ; but only Grumkow through him ? 
Ullis (lolsAil snchantment, and that the Royal Wild Bear 
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dances only to tunes, ought to be held in mind, when we want 
anything with him. — ^Those, amid the teheeings, are reflections 
that cannot escape Queen Caroline and her little Greorge, while 
the Prussian Express, unknown to them, is on the road. 

WUhelmina to be married out of hand. Crisis Second : 

England shall have said No 

The Prussian Express, Queen Sophie^s Courier to England, 
made his best speed : but he depends on the winds for even 
arriving there; and then he depends on the chances for an 
answer there; an uncertain Courier as to time: and it was 
not in the power of speed to keep pace with Friedrich 
Wilhelm^s impatience. ^No answer yet?^ growls Friedrich 
Wilhelm before a fortnight is gone. * No answer ? ^ — and 
January has not ended till a new Deputation of the same 
Three Grentlemen, Fmkenstein, Borck, Grumkow, again waits 
on the Queen, for whom there is now this other message. 
^ Wednesday 25th January 1780,^ so Dubourgay dates it ; so 
likewise Wilhelmina, right for once: *a day I shall never 
forget,^ adds she. 

Finkenstein and Borck, merdful persons, and always of the 
English party, were again profoundly sorry. Borck has a 
blaze of temper in him withal ; we hear he apprised Grumkow, 
at one point of the dialogue, that he, Grumkow, was a 
^ scoundrel,** so Dubourgay calls it, — which was one undeniable 
truth ofiered there that day. But what can anything profit ? 
The Message is : * Whatever the answer now be from England, 
I will have nothing to do with it. N^ative, procrastinative, 
affirmative, to me it shall be zero. You, Madam, have to 
choose, for Wilhelmina, between Weissenfels and Schwedt; 
otherwise I myself will choose : and upon you and her will 
alight Oranienburg, outer darkness, and just penalties of 
mutiny against the Authority set over you by God and men. 
Weissenfels or Schwedt: choose straightway.^ Tliis is the 
King^s message by these Three. 



r 
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* You can inform tbe Kin^* replied her Mqeeij,^ 'tihttt he 
will never make me content to tender my Dai^^hber minnfafe; 
and that, ao long as a breath of life (urn Mugfle d$ vie) remains 
in me, I wiU not permit her to take either tiie osm or the 
other of those persons.^ Is that enough? *Eor joOy Sr/ 
added her Majesty, tumhig to Gramkow, *jfor yon. Sir, iri» 
are the author of my misfortones, may my corse fell upaa yon 
and your house ! You have this day IdUed me. But I doobt 
not. Heaven will hear my prayer, and avenge these wrotigi.*' 
— ^And herewith to a bed of sidmess, as the ono refuge 
left! 

Her Majesty does now, in feet, take to bed at Betlin; 
* fallen very ill,^ it would appear ; i^ch gives some patne to 
nriedrich Wilhelm till he ascertain. ^Fdoriy, fer certain,* 
report the Docton, even Briedridi Wilhelm^s Doctor. The 
humane Doctors have silently given one another the hint ; fer 
Berlin is one tempest of whispers about her Majesty^s domestic 
sorrows. < Poorly, for interesting reasons : — perhaps be worse 
before she is better, your Majesty ! ^ — * Hmph ! ^ tldnks Fried- 
rich Wilhelm out at Potsdam. And then the treacherous 
Ramen reports that it is all shamming ; and his Majesty, a 
Bear, though a loving one, is driven into wrath again ; and so 
wavers from side to side. 

It is certain the Queen held, faster or looser, by her bed of 
sickness, as a main refuge in these emergencies : the last shift 
of oppressed womankind ; — sanctioned by Female F^oiiament, 
in this instance. * Has had a miscarriage ! ^ writes Dubouigay, 
from Berlin gossip, at the beginning of the business. Nay at 
one time she became really ill, to a dangerous length ; and 
his Majesty did not at first believe it ; and then was like to 
break his heart, poor Bear ; and pardoned Wilhelmina and 
even Fritz, at the Mother^s request, — ^UU symptoms mended 
again.' Jami-hleuj Herr Seckendorf, ^Grumkow serves us 

1 Wilhelmina, i. i88. 

* Daboargay, 28th January 1750 ; Wilhelmina, L 188 (who suppresses the 
SBsledictory part). * V^ebnina, L 207. 
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honourably (dienet ehrJich) ^— does not he ! — ^Ambiguous bed 
of sickness, a refuge in time of trouble, did not quite terminate 
till May next, when her Majesty^s time came ; a fine young 
Prince the result ; ^ and this mode of refuge in trouble ceased 
to be necessary. 

WWuihmna to he married out of Hand. Crisis Third: 
Majesty JiimselfwiU choose^ then 

Directly on the back of that peremptory act of disobedience 
by the womankind on Wednesday last, Friedrich Wilhelm 
came to Berlin himself. He stormfully reproached his Queen, 
regardless of the sickbed ; intimated the infallible certainty. 
That Wilhelmina nevertheless would wed without delay, and 
that either Weissenfels or Schwedt would be the man. And 
this said, he straightway walked out to put the same in 
execution. 

Walked, namely, to the Mother Margravine of Schwedt, 
the lady in high colours. Old Dessauer^s Sister ; and proposed 
to her that Wilhelmina should many her Son. — < The supreme 
wish of my life, your Majesty,^ replied she of the high colours : 
* But, against the Princesses own will, how can I accept such 
happiness ? Alas, your Majesty, I never can ! * — and flatly 
refused his Majesty on those terms : a thing Wilhelmina will 
ever gratefully remember of her.' 

So that tiie King is now reduced to Weissenfels; and 
returns still more indignant to her Majesty^s apartment. 
Weissenfels, however, it shall be: and frightfiil rumours go 
that he is written to, that he is privately coming, and that 
there will be no remedy.' Wilhelmina, formerly almost too 
florid, is gone to a shadow ; ^ her waist hardly half an ell ; ^ 
worn down by these agitations. The Prince and she, if the 
King see either of them, — ^it is safer to run, or squat behind 
screens. 

^ 33d May 1730, August Ferdinand ; her last child. 
* Wilheknina, i. 197. '^ 
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notbing to live upon dfewbae. But tfaflj Ind fhdr own 
thoughts ; especially as their Counn of BahenUi was more and 
more likely to die dbikUess. And at kqgthy being in the 
Kaiser^s service as soldiefs some of them, and having made 
what interest was feasible, they, eariy in FiiediiGh ^HDidm'ii 
leign, burst out That is to say, afqpealed to the Jbidb- 
i^o^ (Imperial Aulic Coundi at Sienna ; duef Coort of tiie 
Empire in such cases); openly protesting thane^ That their 
Papa had no power to make such a bargain, sdliqg their fairth- 
right for immediate pottage; and that, in hrid^ they would 
not stand by it at all ; — and summoned BciedxiGh ¥nihehn to 
show cause why they should. 

Long lawsuit, in consequence; lengthy lawi^pleadingB, and 
much parchment and wiggery, in that German IMple-Hlixir 
of Chwcery ; — ^little to the joy of Friedridi ^l^lhefan. Bried- 
rich Wilhelm, from the first, was fairness itself: 'Pay me badk 
the money ; and let it be, in all points, as you say ! ^ answered 
Friedrich Wilhelm, from tiie first. Alas, the money was eaten ; 
how could the money be paid back? The Reichshofrath 
dubitatively shook its wig, for years : * Bargain bad in Law ; 
but Money clearly repayable : the Money was and is good ; — 
what shall be done about the Money ! * At length, in 172S, 
Friedrich Wilhelm, of himself, settled with this present 
Margraf, then Heir-Presumptive, How, by steady slow instal- 
ments, it could be possible, from the revenues of Baireuth, 
thriftily administered, to pay back that Half-Million and odd 
Thalers ; and the now Margraf, ever since his accession, in 
1726, has been annually doing it. So that there is, at this 
time, nothing but composed kinship and friendship betwe^i 
the two Courts, the little and the big : only Friedrich Wilhelm, 
especially with his will crossed in this matter of the Baireuth 
Marriage, thinks to himself, ^ Throw more money into sudi a 
gulf? The 600,000 Thalere had better be got out first!' 
and says, he will give no Dowry at all, nor take any charge, 
not so much as give away the Bride, but be passive in the 
matter. 
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Queen Sophie, delighted to conquer Grumkow at any rate, 
is charmed with this notion of Baireuth ; and for a moment 
forgets all other considerations : Should England prove slack 
and fail, what a resource will Baireuth be, compared with 
Weissenfels ! And Wilhelmina entering, her Majesty breaks 
forth into admiration over the victoiy, or half-victoiy, just 
gained : What a husband for you this, my dear, in comparison ! 
And as Wilhelmina cannot quite join in the rapture on a 
sudden ; and cannot even consent, unless Papa too give his 
real countenance to the match. Mamma flies out upon the 
poor young Lady:^ ^Take the Grand Turk or the Great 
Mogul, then,^ said the Queen, ^ and follow your own caprice ! 
I should not have brought so many sorrows on myself, had I 
known you better. Follow the Sling^s bidding, then ; it is 
your own affair. I will no longer trouble myself about your 
concerns ; — and spare me, please, the sorrow of your odiout 
presence, for I cannot stand it ! ^ Wilhelmina wished to reply, 
but the answer was, * Silence ! Gk), I tell you ! ^ * And I 
retired all in tears.^ 

*A11 in tears.' The Double-Marriage drifting furiously 
this long while, in such a sea as never was; and breakers now 
close alee, — ^have the desperate crew fallen to staving-in the 
liquor-casks, and quarrelling with one another ? — ^Evident one 
thing is, her Majesty cannot be considered a perfectly wise 
Mother ! We shall see what her behaviour is, when Wilhel- 
mina actually weds this respectable young Prince. Ungrateful 
creature, to wish Papa^s consent as well as mine ! that is the 
maternal feeling at this moment; and Wilhelmina weeps 
bitterly, as one of the unluckiest of young Ladies. 

Nay, her Brother himself, who is sick of this permanent 
hurricane, and would fain see the end of it at any price, takes 
Mammals part ; and Wilhelmina and he come to high words 
on the matter. This was the unkindest cut of all : — but, of 
course, this healed in a day* Poor Prince, he has his own 
allowance of insults, disgraces, blows ; has just been found-out 

* Wilhelmina, i. 201. 
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in foine plan, or fotpidoD of a plan ; fiiinid-oiit to be inddbt 
at least, and been balf-mimciikiody paidoned ;— -and, cscept 
in flight, he still sees no delifcnnoe ahead. Fife dajs i^o^ 
22d January 1780, there came out a CUmiet-oider (sanunaiy 
Act of Parliament, so to speak) agahist ^leoding money to 
Princes of the Blood, were it even to the Frinee-RqjaL^ A 
crime and misdemeanoar, that shall now be ; and Fo t fiaUu eof 
the Money is only part of the penalty, aoooidiiig to tins 
Cabinet-Order. Rumomr is, tiie Crown-Prince had pnrrliawd 
a vehicle and appurtenances at Lelpiig^ and was for mnniiy 
off. Certainty v^ he was discovered to have bormwed 1,000 
llialers from a certain moneyed man at Berlin (money made 
from French scrip, in Mississippi Lawls time); — which ddit 
Friedrich Wilhelm instantly paid. * Your vi^ole ddit, then, 
is that ? Tell me the whole !' — ^ My whole debt,* answend 
the Prince ; who durst not own to about 9,000 other lliakn 
(1,6001.) he has borrowed from other quarters, first and last 
Friedrich Wilhelm saw perhaps some premonition of flight, or 
of desperate measures, in this business ; and was uneipectedly 
mild; paid the 1,000 Thalers instantly; adding the Cabinet- 
Order against future contingencies.^ The Prince was in this 
humour when he took Mammals side, and redoubled Wilhel- 
mina^s grief. 

Double-Marriage^ on the Edge of Shipwreck^ Jties off a Kind of 
Carrier-Pigeon^ or NoaKe Dove^ to England^ wUh Cry 
for Help 

Faithful Mamsell Billow consoles the Princess : * Wait, I 
have news that will put her Majesty in fine humour ! ^ — And 
she really proved as good as her word. Her news is, Diibourgay 
and Knyphausen, in this extremity of pinch, have decided to 
send off not letters merely, but a speaking Messenger to the 
English Court. One Dr. Villa ; some kind of * English Chap- 
lain ^ here,' whose chief trade is that he teaches Wilhelmina 

1 Kanke, i. 296 ; Fbrster, etc. 

* WilhelmiMp i. S03 ; Dubourgmy's Despatch, 28th January 173a 
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English ; Rev. Dr. Villa, who honours Wilhelmina as he ought, 
shall be the man. Is to go instantly ; will explain what the 
fatal pass we are reduced to is, and whether Princess Wilhel- 
mina is the fright some represent her there or not. 

Her Majesty is overjoyed to hear it : who would not be ? 
Her Majesty ^ writes Letters " of the due vehemency, thinks 
Wilhelmina, — dare not write at all, says Dubouigay; — ^but 
loads Villa with presents, with advices ; with her whole heart 
speeds him under way. ^ Dismissed, turned off for some fault 
or other, — or perhaps because the Princess knows enough of 
English ? ^ so the rumour goes, in Villa^s Berlin circle. 

^ The Chaplain set out with his despatches,^ says Wilhel- 
mina, who does not name him, but is rather eloquent upon 
his errand ; * loaded with presents from the Queen. On 
taking leave of me he wept warm tears. He said, saluting in 
the English fashion,^ — I hope with bended knee, and the 
maiden^s fingers at his lips, — * *^ He would deny his Country, 
if it did not do its duty on this occasion."" ^ And so hastened 
forth on his errand. Like a Carrier-Fige(m sent in extremity ; 
— ^like NoahVDov^ in the Deluge : may he revisit our perish- 
ing Ark with Olive in his bill I 



VOL. n. 



u 



BOOK VII 

FEARFUL SHIPWRECK OF THE DOUBLE- 
MARRIAGE PROJECT 



1780 



CHAPTER I 

ENGLAND SENDS THE EXCELLENCY HOTHAM TO 

BERLIN 

Things, therefore, are got to a dead-lode at Berlin : rebeUiout 
Womankind peremptorily refuse Weissenfels, and take to a bed 
of sickness ; inexpugnable there, for the moment. Baireath is 
but a weak middle term ; and there are disagreements on it. 
Answer from England, affirmative or even n^ative, we have 
yet none. Promptly affirmative, that might still avail, and be 
an honourable outcome. Perhaps better pause till that 
arrive, and declare itself ?—Friedrich Wilhelm knows nothing 
of the Villa mission, of the urgencies that have been used in 
England : but, in present circumstances, he can pause for 
their answer. 




Myesty and Crown-Prmce xoUh him make a Run to Dresden 

To outward appearance, Friedrich Wilhelm, having written 
that message to Baireuth, seems easier in mind ; quiet with 
the Queen; though dangerous for exploding if Wilhelmina 
and the Prince come in view. Wilhelmina mostly squats ; 
Prince, who has to be in view, gets slaps and strokes < daily 
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(joumettemerUy says the Princess, — or almost daily. For the 
rest, it is evident enough, Weissenfels, if not got passed 
through the Female Parliament, is thrown-out on the second 
reading, and so is at leeis^ finished. Ought we not to make a 
run to Dresden, therefore, and apprise the Polish Majesty ? 

Short run to Dresden is appointed for February 18th ;^ 
and the Prince-Royal, periiaps suspected of meditating some- 
thing, and safer in his Father^s company than elsewhere, is to 
go. Wilhelmina had taken leave of him, night of the 17th, in 
her Majesty^s Apartment ; and was in the act of undressing for 
bed, when,— judge of a young Princess's terror and surprise,— 

'There stept into the anteroonij' visible in the half-light there, a most 
handsome little Cavalier, dressed, not succinctl/ as Colonel of the 
Potsdam Giants, bat 'in magnificent French style. — I gave a shriek, 
not knowing who it was ; and hid myself behind a screen. Bladam de 
Sonsfeld, my Governess, not less firightened than myself, ran out' to 
see what audacious person, at such undue hour, it could be. ' But she 
returned next moment, accompanying the Cavalier, who was laughing 
heartily, and whom I recognised for my Brother. His dress so altered 
him, he seemed a different person. He was in the best humour possible. 

"' I am come to bid you fiirewell once more, my dear Sister," said he : 
''and as I know the iViendship you have for me, I will not keep you 
ignorant of my designs. I go, and do not come back. I cannot endure 
the usage I suffer ; my patience is driven to an end. It is a fiivourable 
opportunity for flingiug-off that odious yoke ; I will glide out of Dresden, 
and get across to England ; where I do not doubt I shall work-out your 
deliverance too, when I am got thither. So I beg you, calm yourself. 
We shall soon meet again in places where joy shall succeed our tears, and 
where we shall have the happiness to see ourselves in peace, and free 
from these persecutions." ' * 

Wilhelmina stood stupefied, in silence for some moments ; 
— argued long with her Brother ; finally got him to renounce 
those wild plans, or at least postpone them ; and give her his 
word that he would attempt nothing on the present occasion. 

This small Dresden Excursion of February 1780 passed, 
accordingly, without accident. It was but the prelude to a 
much grander Visit now agreed upon between the neighbouring 

1 Fanmami, p. 404. * l/^^efanina, i. 205. 
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Walpole : * Once detach Prussia from him, the Kaiser will 
perhaps sit still, and leave the world and us free of his Prag- 
matics and his Sanctions and Apanages.** — ^^Quit of him? 
Grerman puddles?^ answers Townshend dubitatively, — who 
has gained favour at head-quarters by going deeply into said 
puddles ; and is not so ardent for the Prussian Match ; and 
indeed is gradually getting into quarrel with Walpole and 
Queen Caroline.^ These things are all favourable to Dr. Villa. 

In fact, there is one of those political tempests (dreadful to 
the teapot, were it not experienced in them) going on in 
England, at this time, — what we call a CSiange of Ministry ; 
daily crisis labouring towards fulfilment, or brewing itself 
ripe. Townshend and Walpole have had (how many weeks 
ago Coxe does not tell us) that meeting in Colonel Selwyn^s, 
which ended in their clutching at swords, nay almost at coat- 
collars : ' honourable Brothers-in-law ; but the good Sister, 
who used to reconcile them, is now dead. Tlieir quarrels, 
growing for some years past, are coming to a head. ^ When 
the firm used to be Townshend and Walpole, all was well ; 
when it had to become Walpole and Townshend, all was not 
well ! ^ said Walpole afterwards. 

Things had already gone so far, that Townshend brought 
Chesterfield over from the Hague, last Autumn; — a Baron 
de Montesquieu, with the Esprit des Lois in his head, sailed 
with Lord Chesterfield on that occasion, and is now in 
England <for two years ^ — ^but Chesterfield could not be 
made Secretary; industrious Duke of Newcastle stuck so 
close by that office, and by the skirts of Walpole. Chester- 
field and Townshend versus Walpole, Colonel Stanhope (Har- 
rington) and the Pelhams : the Prussian Match is a card in 
that game ; and Dr. Villa^s eloquence of truth is not lost on 
Queen Caroline, who in a private way manages, as always, to 
rule pretty supreme in it. 

There lies in the State- Paper Ofiice,* without date or 

1 Coxc, L 33a-339. * V»^ p. 335* 

' Close by Despatch (Prussian) : * London, 8th Febniary (as.) i729-3a' 
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Allies. '^ Welly" says he, ''The Emperor will abandon the Netherlands, 

and who will be master of them ? I see the day when you will make 

France so powerful, that it will be difficult to bring them to reason 

again." — Dubourgay: ''If the Emperor abandoned the Netherlands, 

they would be governed by their own Magistrate, and defended by their 

own Militia. As to the French, we are too well persuaded of the benefit 

of our Allies, to^" Upon which the King of Prussia said, "It appeared 

plainly we had a mind to dispose as we pleased of Kingdoms and 

provinces in Italy, so that probably our next thought would be to do the 

same in Germany." — Dubourgay: "The allotments made in fiivour of 

Don Carlos have been made with the consent of the Emperor and the 

whole Empire. We could not suffer a longer interruption of our 

commerce with Spain, for the sake of the small difference between the 

Treaty of Seville and the Quadruple Alliance, in regard to the Garrison,"' 

— ^to the introducing of Spanish Garrisons, at once, into Pftrma and 

Piacenza; which was the special thunderbolt of the late Soissons 

Catastrophe, or Treaty of Seville. — "'Well, then," says his Prussian 

Majesty, " you must allow, then, there u an infraction of the Quadruple 

Alliance, and that the Emperor will make war ! " "I hope not," said I : 

"but if so, a Ten-years War, in conjunction with the Allies of SeviUe, 

never would be so bad as the interruption of our Commerce with Old and 

New Spain for one year." 

'The King of Prussia's notion about our disposing of provinces in 

Oertnang/ adds Dubourgay, ' is, I believe, an insinuation of Seckendorf, 

who, I doubt not, has made him believe we intended to do so with 

respect to Berg and JCdich.' 

Very probably : — but Hotham is getting under way, 
hopeful to spoil that game. Prussian Majesty, we see, is 
not insensible to so much honour ; and brightens into hope- 
fulness and fine himiour in consequence. What radiancy 
spread over the Queen^s side of the House we need not say. 
The Tobacco-Parliament is like to have a hard task. — ^Fried- 
rich Wilhelm privately is well inclined to have his Daughter 
married, with such outlooks, if it can be done. The marriage 
of the Crown-Prince into such a family would also be very 
welcome ; only — only — ^There are considerations on that side. 
There are reasons ; still more there are whims, feelings of the 
mind towards an unloved Heir- Apparent : upon these latter 
chiefly lie the hopes of Seckendorf and the Tobacco-Parliament. 

What the Tobacco-Parliament^s specific insinuations and 
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deliberations weie, in this alarming interim^ no Hansard givies 
us a hint. Faint and timid they needed, at first, to be ; sndi 
unfavourable winds having risen, blowing-off at a sad rate the 
smoke of that abstruse InstitatioiL— ■* Joi ' m U euT snuflks 
the Feldzeugmeister to himself. But *Si Deut ui moMicimi,^ 
as Grumkow exclaims onoe to his beautiful Beichenbadi, or 
NoHi as he calls him in their slang or cipher language, ' If 
God is with us, who can prevail against us?^ For the 
Grumkow can quote Scripture ; nay, solaces himself with it, 
which is a feat beyond what the Devil is competent ta 

EaxeOency Hoikam arrivea m BerUn 

The Special Envoy to be sent to Berlin oa this interesting 
occasion is a dignified Yorkshire Baronet; Sir CSiarles 
Hotham, ^ Colonel of the Horse-Grenadiers ^ ; he has some 
post at Court, too, and is still in his best years. His Wife 
is Chesterfield^s Sister ; he is withal a kind of soldier, as we 
see ; — a man of many sabre-tashes, at least, and acquainted 
with Cavalry-Drill, as well as the practices of Goldsticks : his 
Father was a General Officer in the Peterborough Spanish 
Wars. These are his eligibilities, recommending him at 
Berlin, and to Official men at home. Family is old enough : 
Hothams of Scorborough in the East Riding; old as 
WUhelrmis Bastardus; and subsists to our own day. This 
Sir Charles is lineal Son of the Hothams who lost their heads 
in the Civil War ; and he is, so to speak, lineal Unck of the 
Lords Hotham that now are. For the rest, a handsome 
figure, prompt in French, and much the gentleman. So far 
has Villa sped. 

Hotham got to Berlin on Sunday 2d April 1780. He 
had lingered a little, waiting to gather-up some skirts of that 
Reichenbach-Grumkow Correspondence, and have them ready 
to show in the proper Quarter. For that is one of the dne£ 
arrows in his quiver. But here he is at last: and on 
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Monday, he is introduced at Charlottenburg to the Prussian 
Majesty ; and finds an abundant welcome to himself and his 
preliminaries. 'Marriage into that fine high Country 
(magmfike Land) will be welcome to my Daughter, I believe, 
as flowers in May : to me also how can it be other than 
welcome ! — * Farther instructions,^ you say ? * Yes, surely ; 
and terms honourable on both sides. Only say nothing of 
it, I had rather tell the girl myself.^ ^ To that frank purport 
spoke his Majesty ; — and invites the Excellency Hotham to 
stay dinner. 

Great dinner at Charlottenburg, accordingly ; Monday 8d 
April 1780 : the two English Excellencies Hotham and 
Dubourgay, then General Borck, Knjrphausen, Grumkow, 
Seckendoif and others; — 'where,^ says Hotham, giving 
Despatch about it, 'we all got immoderately drunk.^ Of 
which dinner there is sordid narrative, from Grumkow to his 
Nogti (to his Reichenbach, in cant speech), still visible 
through St. Mary Axe, were it worth much attention from 
us. Passages of wit, loaded with allusion, flew round the 
table : ' A Grerman ducat is change for an English half- 
guinea,^ and the like sprightly things. Nay at one time, 
Hotham^s back being turned, they openly drink, — his 
Majesty in a state of exhilaration, having blabbed the secret : 
— * To the health of Wilhelmina Princess of Wales ! ^ Upon 
which the whole Palace of Charlottenbuig now bursts into 
tripudiation ; the very valets cutting capers, making somersets, 
— and rushing off with the news to Berlin. Observable, only, 
that Hotham and Dubourgay sat silent in the tripudiation ; 
with faces diplomatically grave. Several points to be settled 
first ; no halloing till we are out of the wood. 

News came to Berlin Schloss, doubtless at full gallop, 
which would only take a quarter of an hour. This is 
Wilhelmina^s experience of it. Afternoon of Monday Sd of 
April 1780, in the Schloss of Berlin — ^towards sunset, some 
ornamental seam in one^s hand : 

* Ranke, i. 284. 
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'I waa nttiDg quiet in mj ApartflMnt, Vaqr with woric, and aome one 



reading to me^ when the Qiieeii*e Ladiea rualied in^ with a torrent of 
doBBieatiea in tiie rear; wlio all bailed oat, putting ima knee to the 
ground, 'tliej were eone to aalste the PHneeaa of WaleiL'' I ttMy 
beliered theae poor people hed loot their witi; thej would not eoMO 
orerwhelming me with noiee end tumuh^ their jof waa ao graa* they 
knew not what thej did. When the £uee had hvted aome time, th^ 
at hMt told me*— what our reedern know. What the demure WQhelmine 
profeaeeo ahe oared next to nothing about ' I waa ao little mored bj it, 
that I answered, going on with mj work, ''la that aU?" Whidi 
greaUj aurpriaed theai. A while elUrwardi my Siaten and aereral 
Ladiea oame alao to eongratulate me. I waa much lored; end I feh 
more delighted at the prooda eaeh gUTO me of that than at whi^ oeceaioiied 
than. In tlie erening I went to the Queen'a : you may readily eoneeife 
her joy. On my first entrance, ahe called me ''her dear Prinoem of 
Wales" ; and addreaaed Madam do SonsMd aa "Ifikdy." lliia ktter 
tM^ the liberty of hinting to her, that it would be better to keep quiet; 
that the King having yet given no notice of thia businem, might be 
provoked at such demonstration, and that the least trifle could still ruin 
all her hopes. The Countess Finkenstein joining her remonstrances to 
Sonsfeld's, the Queen, though with regret, pronused to moderate 
herself.'^ 

This is the effulgent flaming-point of the long-agitated 
English Match, which we have so often caught in a bitterly 
smoking condition. ' The King indeed spoke nothing of it 
to us, on his return to Berlin in a day or two,^ says 
Wilhelmina ; ' which we thought strange.** But everybody 
considered it certain, nothing but the details left to settle. 
^ Hotham had daily conferences with the King.** ' Every 
post brought letters from the Prince of Wales : ^ of which 
Wilhelmina saw several, — this for one specimen, general 
purport of the whole : ' I conjure you, my dear Hotham, get 
these negotiations finished ! I am madly in love (amoureux 
comme unjbu)y and my impatience is unequalled.^ ' Wilhelmina 
thought these sentiments 'very romantic^ on the part of 
Prince Fred, 'who had never seen me, knew me only by 
repute '* : — and answered his romances and him with tifis of 
laughter, in a prettily fleering manner. 

^ Wilhdmina, L 215. ^ Ib.l 218. 
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Effiilgent flame-point ; — ^which was of very brief duration 
indeed, and which sank soon into bitterer smoke than ever, 
down almost to the choking state. Th^^e are now six weeks 
of Diplomatic History at the Court of Berlin, which end far 
otherwise than they began. Weeks wellnigh indecipherable ; 
so distracted are they, by black-art and abstruse activities 
above ground and below, and so distractedly recorded for us : 
of which, if it be humanly possible, we must tiy to convey 
some faint notion to mankind. 



CHAPTER II 

LANGUAGE OF BIRDS: EXCELLENCY HOTHAM 

PROVES UNAVAILING 

Alkeadt next morning, after that grand Dinner at 
Charlottenbuig, Friedrich Wilhelm, awakening with his due 
headache, thought, and was heard saying. He had gone too 
far ! Those gloomy looks of Hotham and Dubourgay, on the 
occasion; they are a sad memento that our joyance was 
premature. The English mean the Double-Marriage ; and 
Friedrich Wilhelm is not ready, and never fairly was, for 
more than the Single. ' Wilhelmina Princess of Wales, yes 
with all my heart ; but Friedrich to an English Princess — 
Hm, na ; ^ — and in a day more,^ plainly ^ No.^ And there it 
finally rests ; or if rocked about, always settles there again. 

And why, No.^ — Truly, as regarded Crown-Prince Fried- 
riches Marriage, the question had its real difficulties : and 
then, still more, it had its imaginary ; and the subterranean 
activities were busy ! The witnesses, contemporaneous and 
other, assign Three reasons, or considerations and quasi-reasons, 
which the Tobacco-Parliament and Friedrich Wilhelm'^s lively 
fancy could insist upon it till they became irrefragable : 

First, his rooted discontent with the Crown-Prince, some 

* * Instniction to his Ministers, 5th April/ dtied by Ranke, L 285 n. 
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t'vt^i MY his jeiUottsy of the Crown-Prince'b talents, render it 
uii(U««i!Mnt to think of promoting him in any way. Second^ 
imtuml IWrman toymHr, cnHiened by the hope of Jiilidi and 
Kbf)e« «^ttiJMrhii^ Friecbkh Wilhdiii to the Kaiser's side of 
thii^^ K|ieb him with a kind of horror from the Anti* 
K«ttw« or IVendKEagtidi side. ^Mairy my Daughter, if 
wu Uk^ ; 1 !slMdl be glad to salate her as Princess of Wales ; 
Wit IK> uni^Hi in your Treaty-of-Seville operations: in politics go 
Y\Hi wHir own road, if that is it, while I go mine ; no tying 
\4r U!^ bv Double or other Marriages, to go one road.' TTiird 
tht^ uiagnificenoe of those English. * R^ardless of expense,' 
insinuates the Tobacco-Parliament ; * they wiU send their 
|{mnd IVincess hither, with no end of money ; brought-up in 
gmiuleur to look-down on the like of us. She can dazzle, 
nho can purchase : in the end, may there not be a Crown- 
IVince Party, capable of extinguishing your Majesty here in 
\*our own Court, and making Prussia a bit of England ; all 
eyes being turned to such sumptuous Princess and her Crown- 
IVince, — Heir- Apparent, or "Rising-Sun"" as we may call 
him ! '— 

lliese really are three weighty, almost dreadful considera- 
tions to a poetic-tempered King and Smoking Parliament. 
Out of which there is no refuge except indeed this plain 
fourth one : * No hurry about Fritz'^s marriage ; ^ he is but 
eighteen gone : evidently too young for housekeeping. 
Thirty is a good time for marrying. "There is, thank 
God, no lack of royal lineage ; I have two other Princes,'^ ' 
— and another just at hand, if I knew it. 

To all which there is to be added that ever-recurring 
invincible gravitation towards the Kaiser, and also towards 
Ji\lich and Iferg by means of him, — well acted on by the 
Tobacco- Parliament for the space of those six weeks. 
During which, accordingly, almost from the first day after 
that Hotham Dinner of April 8d, the answer of the royal 
mind, with superficial fluctuations, always is : ^ Wilhelmina 

» Fricdrich WUhdm to Rcichcnbach (13th May), infriu 
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at once, if you choose ; likely enough we might agree about 
Crown-Prince Friedrich too, if once all were settled ; but of 
the Double-Marriage, at this present time, hore nit^ I will 
have nothing to say.^ And as the English answer steadily, 
' Both or none ! ^ — ^meaning indeed to draw Prussia away 
from the Eaiser^s leading-strings, and out of his present 
enchanted condition under the two Black- Artists he has 
about him, the N^otiation sinks again into a mere smoking, 
and extinct or plainly extinguishing state. 

The Grumkow-JVo^ Cipher Correspondence might be 
reckoned as another eiScient cause ; though, in fact, it was 
only a big concomitant symptom, much depended on by both 
parties, and much disappointing both. In the way of 
persuading or perverting Friedrich Wilhelm^s judgment 
about England, this deep-laid piece of machinery does not 
seem to have done much, if anything; and Hotham, who 
with the English Court had calculated on it (on their 
detection of it) as the grand means of blowing Grumkow 
out of the field, produced a far opposite result on trying, 
as we shall see! That was a bit of heavy ordnance which 
disappointed everybody. Seized by the enemy before it 
could do any mischief; enemy turned it round on the 
inventor ; fired it off on the inv^itor, and — ^it exploded 
through the touch-hole ; singeing some people^s whiskers : 
nothing more ! — 

A Peep inU) the Nosti-Grtmkow Correspondence cavght up 

in Si. Mary Axe 

Would the reader wish to look into this Nosti-Grumkow 
Correspondence at all ? I advise him, not. Grood part of it 
still lies in the Paper-Ofiice here ; ' likely to be published by 
the Prussian Dryasdust in coming time : but a more sordid 

^ Ranke, i. 285 n. 

* Prussian Despatches, vols. xl. xli. : in a fragmentary state so much of it as 
they had caught up, and tried to make use of; — far too much. 
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tnasa of eavesdroppings, kitchen-aEhes and floor-sweepings, 
collected and interchanged by a pair of treacherous Flunkies 
(big bullying Flunky and little trembling cringing one, 
Grumkow and Reichenbach), was never got together out 
of a gentleman's household. To no idlest reader, armed 
even with barnacles, and holding mouth and nose, can the 
stirring-up of such a dustbin be long tolerable. But the 
amazing problem was this Editor's, doomed to spell the 
Event into clearness if he could, and put dates, phj-siognomy 
and outline to it, by help of such Flunky-Sanacrit ! — ^That 
Nosti-Gnimkow Correspondence, as we now have it in the 
Paper-Office, — interpretable only by acres of British 
L, Despatches, by incondite dateless helpless Prussian Books 

L (' printed Blotches of Human Stupor,'' as Smelfungus calls 

' them) : how gladly would one return them all to St, Mary 

Axe, there to lie through Eternity i It ia like iiolding 
dialogue with a Rookery ; asking your way (periiaps in 
flight for life, aa was partly my own case) by colloquy wiUi 
sacceesive or even simultaneous Rookeries. Reader, have yoa 
tried Buch a thing? An adventure, never to be spoken of 
again, when once ^me ! 

Wilhelmina pretends to give quotations ^ from this subter- 
ranean Grumkow-Reichenbacli Correspondence ; but hers are 
cmly extracts from some description or remembrance ; hardly 
one word is close to the original, though here and there 
some outline or shadow of a real passage is traceable. What 
fractional elements, capable of gaining some vestige of mean- 
ing when laid together in their cosmic order, I could pick 
from the circumambient immensity not cosmic, are here for 
the reader''8 behoof. Let him skip, if, like myself he is 
weary ; for the substance of the story is elsewhere given. Or 
perhaps he has the curiosity to know the speech of birds? 
With abridgment, by occasional change of phrase, above all 
by immense omission, — here, in specimen, is something like 
what the Rookeiy says to poor Friedrich Wilhelm and na, 
> W i l helmi n* , i. 133-935. 
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through St. Mary Axe and the CopjlBts in the Foreign Office! 
Friedrich Wilhehn reads it (Hotham gives him reading of it) 
some weeks hence ; we not till generations afterwards. I 
abridge to the utmost ; — ^wiU mark in double commas what is 
not Abridgment but exact Translation ; — with rigorous 
attention to dates, and my best fidelity to any meaning there 
may be: 



To NosA (the so-called Excellenz Reichenbach) in London : 

Grumkow from Berlin loquitur, Reichenbach listening with both his 
ears (words caugbt up in St Mary Axe). 

BerHn, Qd March 1790^ ' The time has now come when Reichenbach 
must play his game. Let him write that the heads of the Opposition, 
who play Austria as a card in Parliament, ''are in consternation, 
Walpole having hinted to them that he was about to make friends with 
the King of Prussia;" ''that by means of certain ministers at Berlin, 
and by other subterranean channels (auirei iouterrains), his Prussian 
Majesty had been brought to a disposition of that kind " ' (Knyphausen, 
Borck and others will be much obliged to Reichenbach for so writing !), 
'That Reichenbach knows they intend sending a Minister to Berlin; 
but is certain enough, as perhaps they are, his Prussian Majesty will not 
let himself be lured or caught in the trap : but that the very rumour of 
its being possible for him to change ' fit>m Austria, ' would be an infinite 
gain to the English Ministry,' — salvation of them, in fiict, in the Parlia- 
mentary cockpit. 'That tliey had already given-out in the way of 
rumour. How sure they were of the Court of Berlin whenever it came 
to the point. That Reichenbach had tried to leam from 73* what the 
real result fit>m Berlin was; and did not think it much, though the 
Walpole people,' all hanging so perilously upon Prussia for their 
existence, "affected a great gaiety; and indeed felt what a gain it was 
even to have renewed the Negotiation with his Prussian Majesty." 
Here is a King likely to get himself illuminated at first-hand upon 
English affairs ; by Ministers Ijring abroad for him, and lying at home ! — 

"And so the King," concludes Grumkow, "will think Reichenbach 
is a witch (sorcier) to be so well informed about all that, and will 
redouble the good opinion he has of Reichenbach. And so, if Reichen* 
bach second my ideas, we will pack Borck and Knjrphausen about their 



An Indecipherable. 
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^^ W " "— ; and will do the King fidthlol Mnriee,"— baving, tome of us, 
Mr private 50(tf. a-joar from Austria for doing it ''The King poroeiTes 
only too well that the Queen's sicknem is but sham (monMris) : judge of 
the effect that has ! I am youn entirrij (Zeal & sent), I wait in great 
impatieiiee to hear your news upeo all this : for I inform yon aoonrstelj 
how the land lies here; so that it only depends upon yonieelf to shine, 
«od to pass for a nurade of just insight,"— 'sercisr/ or witeh at guessing 
mysteriea^ Gromkow calk it ^paxL He continues in snothor Bfissiye : 

BnHmy 7t& IfcrriL (Let us give the original for a line or two): 
^^Qucen Sophie will soon rise from her bed of richness, were this 
momsg^p done ; U Men 4m Frmtx-Begal ^fiet9 fsv/sarr d^Sire hien mai; 
■Mtt dr« flic f^|^rt emin k FHmee de OmOm sT Is JVin o sss s-ieflfBfe sera 
Jkitt. m im rmw hienioi ntr piedL" 'It will behore that Raichenbach 
signify to the Prince-Royal's Frther that all this affair has been 
concocted at Berlin with Bordc and by 71* with Knyphausen and 103.* 
That they never lose sight of an alliance with the Rnglish Princess and 
the Prince of Prussia ; and flatter themselTes the Prince-Royal of Prussia 
will accompany the Princess-Royal,' Wilhelmina, 'on her marriage 
there.' 'In a word, that all turns on this latter point,* marriage of 
the iVtace-Royal as well; and 'that Villa has given so foyourable a 
description of this Prince, that the English Princess will have him at 
what price soever. Nosti can also allege the affair of 100,' — whom we 
at last decipher to be Lord Harrington, once Colonel Stanhope, of 
^issons, of the Madrid Embassy, of the descent on Vigo; a distinguished 
new Lord, with whom Newcastle hopes to shove-out Townshend, — ' Lord 
Harrington, and the diWsion among the Ministers : ' — great question, 
Shall the firm be Townshend and Walpole, or Walpole and Townshend ? 
Just going on ; brewing towards decision ; in which the Prussian Double- 
Marriage is really a kind of card, and may by Nosti be represented as a 
trump card. 

* The whole Town of Berlin said. This Villa was dismissed by order of 
tho Kii^r» for he taught the eldest Princess English : but I see well it 
WHS 1U>rck, 107,* Knyphausen and Dubourgay that despatched him, to 
give s true picture of the situation here. And if Nosti has written to 
his Mi^^^y ^o the same effect as he does to his Friend' (Despatch to 
Majesty has not yet come under FVieud's eye), 'on the Queen of 
Knalnnd's views about the Prince-Royal of Prussia, it will answer 
msrvcUouidy {cth riemt d mcrtvi7/<*). I have apprised Seckendorf of all 
that NtMiti writes to me. "For the rest, Nosti may perfectly assure 
himself that the King never will abandon Reichenbach; and if the 
Prince Hoyal," sudden Fate interfering, "had the reins in his hand, — in 
that esse, Seckendorf promises to Reichenbach, on the part of the 

* An IndedphcFsble. 
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iCaiser^ all or more than all he can lose by the accession of the Prince. 
Monsieur Reichenhach may depend apon that." '^ 

Slave Reichenbach at London, when this missive comes to 
hand, is busy copying scandal according to fonner instructions 
for behoof of his Prussian Majesty, and my Bashaw Grumkow ; 
for example : 

To the Herr Grumkow ai Berlin 

Excellens Reichenbach hqmtur ; — snatched in St. Mary Axe 

London, VHh March 1790. * * * Reichenbach has told his Prussian 
Majesty today by a Courier who is to pass through Brussels' (Austrian 
Kinsky'a Ck>urier, no doubt), 'what amours the Prince of Wales,' 
dissolute Fred, ' has on hand at present with actresses and opera-girls. 
The King of Prussia will undoubtedly be astonished. The affur merits 
some attention at present,' — especially from an Excellens like me.- 



[MUsive (body of important Grumkow Instructions just read by us) 
eomea to hand."] 

London, 14Ah March 1730. ''Reichenbach will write by the first 
Ordinary " (so they name Post, in those days) '' all that Grumkow orders. 
Reichenbach sees well, they mean to play the deuce here (Jouent le diable 
d quatre ict): but Reichenbach will tell his Prussian Majesty what 
Grumkow finds fit." Good Ezcellenz Reichenbach ''flatters himself the 
King will remain firm, and not let his enemies deceive him. If Grumkow 
and Seckendorf have opportunity they may tell his Prussian Majesty 
that the whole design of this Court is to render his Country a Province 
dependent on England. When once the Princess-Royal of Inland shall 
be wedded to the Prince-Royal of Prussia, the English, by that means, 
will form such a party at Berlin, that they will altogether tie his 
Prussian Majesty^s handis.'' A comfortable piece of news to his Prussian 
Majesty in Tobacco-Parliament " Reichenbach will assuredly be vigilant ; 
depend on his answering Grumkow always by the first post." 

Continues; — ^turning his rook -bill towards Majesty now. 
Same date (14th March), same time, place and bird : 

^ Prussian Despatches, vol. zl. The second of these two Letters is copied, 
we perceive, by Villa \ who transmits it to Hotbam's Secretary at Berlin, 
with great hopes firom it Letter ' unsigned,' adds Wla {poittt signie). First 
was transmitted by Townshend. — Following are transmitted by etc etc. It 
is in that way they have got into the State-Paper Office, — as Etuhsurts in the 
▼arious Despatches that carried them out to Berlin to serve as Diploaaatic 
Ammunition there. 

vor^ II. P 
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To hii Prusrian MafeHg (finom Rirrltaw Rehhwil M wh ) 



* * ''P.8. I had €loMd tUi Lrtte i^n m fmmm of 
CUM in" (the liMt biing^ wkj Qgfamkm^» MUtm of 
CUM in, or ilganitiTtlj tpiiilringy my Qnmikmw VmmU)^ **i 
took to give ma in » fow daya atiioffoii|^init^ into Ika fnti%naB wkkk 
ara oonoaalad undar tha aanding of thia nev MlnialKv* HoOaa^ ^to 
Barlln ; whieh, and how tiiaj bara baan oanaoatod, ha aaja^ it will 
artonUh ma to haar. Of all thia I ahall fminadialaiy iofann yamr MitfaB^ 
In a lattar of mj own hand; baii^ avar aagar to aarva jaw M i it aB tj 
alona." 

Hotham is now fairiy gone, wedu ago ; oonehided to be 
now in Berlin, — to the horror of both rooks. Here is a 
croak from Narti: 

To the Herr Grumkow ai BerUn 

London, April 1730. * * ' Hotham is no such coiyaror aa they ftncy in 
Berlin; — aingnlar enough, how these English are given to undervalue 
theGennans ; wliilst wa in Germany overvalue them ' (mom une idee drop 
wuU, they trop petUe). *' There is, for instance. Lord Chesterfield, passes 
hare for a fiur-enough kind of man (bon honune,) and ^'b a fitvoorite with 
the King" (not with Walpole or the Qaeen, if Nostl knew it); ''hut 
nobody thinks him such a prodigy as you all do in Germany," — which 
latter bit of (lermanism is an undoubted fact; curious enough to the 
English, and to the Germans that now read in extinct Books. 

Hotham, as we said, got to Berlin on the 2d of April. 
From Berlin comes thereupon, at great length, sordid descrip- 
tion by Grumkow, of that initiatory Hotham Dinner, April 
lliird, with fearful details of the blazing feivour Hotham is 
in. Which hia Majesty (when Hotham hands it to him, in 
duo time) will read with painful interest; as Reidienbach 
now does ; — ^but which to us is all mere puddle, omissible in 
thii place. 

To which aad Strophe, there straightway follows due Anti- 
atrophe, lleiehenbach croaking responsive; — and we are to 
notOy the rooka always speak in the third person and by 
ambiguoua periphrasis; never once say ^I^ or ^You,^ unless 
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forced by this Editor, for brevity'^s sake, to do it. Reichen- 
bach from his perch thus hoarsely chants : 



To the Herr Grumkow at Berlin 

LondoUy VUh April, '' Reichenbach ut coup-de-fintdri, — ^it struck by 
lightnings — to hear these Berlin news ; " — and expresses, in the style of 
a whipt dogs ^^ sorrows, uncertainties and terrors, on the occasion. 
^ Struck with lightning. Feel myself quite ill, and not in a condition 
to write much today. It requires another head than mine to veer round 
so often {changer H wuwnt de Myethme). In fine, Noiti eH au bcui de wn 
iatin * (is at his wit's end, poor devil)! Both Majesties have spoken openly 
of the favourable news from Berlin ; funds rose in consequence. New 
Minister' (Walpole come to the top of the Firm, Townshend soon to 
withdraw, impatient of the bottom) ' is all-powerftil now : tempara, 
mores I' 'I receive universal congratulations, and have to smile' in a 
ghastly manner. ' The King and Queen despise me. I put myself in 
their way last Levee, bowing to the ground ; but they did not even con- 
descend to look.' " Notre grand petUrmaitre" little George, the Oljrmpian 
Jove of these parts, ' passed on as if I had not been there.' ^' Chesterfield, 
they say, is to go, in great pomp, as Ambassador Extraordinary, and 
fetch the Princess over. And " — Alas, in short. Once I was hap-hap- 
happy, but now I'm meeserable I 

London, lAih Aprii. 'Slave Reichenbach cannot any longer write 
secret Letters to his Prussian Majesty according to the old strain, of your 
prescribing ; but must stand by his vacant Ofiicial Despatches : the scene 
being entirely changed, he also must change his manner of writing ' — 
poor knave. ' He will have to inform his Majesty, however, by and by, 
though it is not safe at present/ — ^fbr example, — ''That his Britannic 
Majesty is becoming from day to day more hated by all the world ; and 
that the Prince of Wales is no longer liked by the Public, as at first ; 
because he begins to give himself urs, and takes altogether the manners 
of his Britannic Majesty, that is to say of a puppy (petH-mattre) ; let my 
Amiable" (Grumkow) "be aware of that" — 

Yes, let him be aware of that, to his comfort, — and still 
more, and all readers along with him, of what follows : 

"Reichenbach likewise with great confidence informs the Greatest 
Confidant he has in the world " (same amiable Grumkow), "that he has 
discovered within this day or two," a tremendous fiKt, known to our 
readers some time ago, " That the Prince-Royal of IVussia has given hit 
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wrttton Msurances to the Queen here. Never to many anybody in the 
world except the Princess Amelia of England, happen what will" 
(IVuttian Majesty will read this with a terrible interest ! Mnch nearer 
to him than it is to us). " In consideration of which Ptomise the Qaeeo 
of Kngli^d is understood," ftJsely, ''to have answered that they should, 
at pnMeiit, ask only the Princess-Royal of Prussia for their Prince of 
^^'alM," and let the Double-Marriage be, seemingly, as his Prussian 
Mi\j«t«ty wishes it " Monsieur de Reichenbach did not speak of this to 
his IVuwiaii Migesty ; feeling it too dangerous just now. — 

** l^ml Towu^end is still at his place in the country " (Rainham in 
N\»rfolk) : " but it is said he will soon come to Town ; having heard the 
linittt news tliat they had already got his Prussian Majesty by the nose. 
Keioh«»nbach forgets if he already told Grumkow that the rumour runs, 
U>rd rhesteriield, in quality of Ambassador to Berlin, is to bring the 
lViucee» Wilhelmina over hither:'* — you did already, poor confused 
wretch ; unusually bewildered, and under frightful eclipse at present. 

Continues after four days : 

April IfMlL * * ' Lord Stratford ' (to me an unknown Lordship) ' and 
11<vid8 of Opposition would like to ascertain what Hotham's offer to the 
Kiii^ of Prussia t>.' 

Truly, yiHi ; they mean to ask in Parliament (as poor gamblers in that 
(Wkpit are wont), ''And why did not you make the offer sooner, then? 
Friendship witli his Prussian Majesty, last year, would have saved the 
whole of that largo U'aterspout about the Meadows of Clamei ! Nay 
uihhI wo, a few months ago, have spent such loads of gold subsidising 
thtHie llosMiana and Danes against him ? The treasures of this Country 
g«) a strnngo road, Mr. Speaker ! What is the use of our industries 
and riohoH?" Heavens, yes, what! But we continue to excerpt and 
iut<n'prt«i : 

Ueiolienbaoh ' has said nothing of this to his Prussian Majesty, Reichen- 
l»aoh has not ; too dangerous in our present downpressed state : — though 
aniasingly exact always in news, and attached to his Prussian Majesty as 
mortal mUdom was. Need he fear their new Hotham, then ? Does not 
(wkv llothani, not he him, being a man so careful of truth in his news. 
Dnro not, howevor, now send any intelligence about the Royal Family 
h(tro : PruHsian Majesty having ordered him not to write gossip like a 
Mpitohil woman : >Vhat is he to do ? Instruct him, O my Amiable. 

' Know, for the rest, and be aware of it, O Amiable, that Queen 
( 'ar«>Uno here is of opinion, llie Amiable Grumkow should be conciliated ; 
and that Queen Sophie and Hotham are understood to have been trying 
It. iKi not abandon me, O Amiable ; nay I know you will not, you and 
hwekendorf, never, though I am a poor man. 
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' Have found out a curious story^ histinre fort curieuse, — about one of 
Prince Fred's amouretteB.' Story which this Editor^ in the name of the 
whole human species^ will totally suppress^ and sweep into the cesspool^ 
to herald Reichenbach thither. Except only that this corollary by the 
Duchess of Kendal may be appended to the thing : 

'Duchess of Kendal^' — Hop-pole EmerUa, now gone to devotion, whom 
we know, piously tums-up her eyes at such doings, — ' thinks the Princess 
Wilhelmina will have a bad life of it with Fred, and that she ''will need 
the wisdom of Solomon to get on here." Not a good bargain, this Prince 
Fred and his Sister. A dissolute fellow he, not liked by the Public ' (I 
should hope). "Then as to Princess Amelia, she, who was always 
haughty, begins to give herself airs upon the Prince-Royal of Prussia ; 
she is as ill-tempered as her Father, and still more given to backbiting 
(plus raUktue), and will greatly displease the Potsdam Majesty." 

These are cheering thoughts. 'But. what is to become of Nosti? 
Faithful to his Grumkow, to his Seckendorf— to his pair of sheep-stealers, 
poor dog. But if trouble rise ; — O at least do not hang me, ye incom- 
parable pair ! ' — 



TTie Hoiham DeynticJies 

Slave No6ti'*s terrors, could he see behind the scenes, are 
without foundation ! The tremendous Hotham Negotiation, 
all ablaze at that Charlottenburg Dinner, is sunk low enough 
into the smoking state, threatening to go out altogether. 
Smoke there may still be, perceptible vestiges of smoke; 
which indeed, for a long time, fitfully continued : but, at the 
time while Nosti, quaking in every joint of him, writes these 
terrors, Hotham perceives that his errand is vain; that 
properly there has as good as extinction supervened. April 
8d was the flame-point ; which lasted in its brightness only 
for a few days or hours. April is not gone, or half gone, 
when flaming has quite ceased, and the use of bellows, never 
so judicious, is becoming desperate : and long before the end 
of May, no red is to be seen in the aflair at all, and the very 
bellows are laid down. 

Here are the epochs : riddled out of such a mass of extinct 
rubbish as human nature seldom had to deal with; — here 
are certain extracts in a greatly condensed state, from the 
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Gruimkow documents, caught-up in St. Mary Axe ; has now 
delivered them to Knyphausen, to be laid before his Prussian 
Majesty in a good hour; and would fain (Tuesday April 
11th) hope some result from this step.** Not for almost a 
a month does Hotham himself say anything of it to the 
Prussian Majesty, good hour for Knyphausen not having come. 
But now, in regard to that Hanover Statthaltership, hear 
Townshend, — condensed, but not nearly so much so, my Lord 
being a succinct man who sticks always creditably to the 
point: 

To the Excellency Hotham at Berlin (from Lord Townshend) 

London, 27th April ' Yes^ 70U shall have the Hanover Vice-r^ency. 
We will set-up the Crown-Prince Friedrich in Hanover as desired ; hut 
will give the Commission to our own Princess^ that being more con- 
venient for several reasons : Crown-Prince, furthermore, must promise 
to come over to England when we require him ; item may repay us our 
expenses hereafter. As to Marriage-Portions, we will give none with 
our Princess,' nor ask any with theirs. Both marriages or none.' And 
so enough. 

Alas, nothing came of this ; Prussian Majesty, in spite of 
thrift, perceiving that, for several reasons, it would not do. 
Meanwhile Grumkow, we learn from a secret source,^ has been 
considerably courted by Hotham and her Prussian Majesty ; 
Queen Caroline having signified from England, That they ought 
to gain that knave, — ^what price did he charge for himself? 
But this also proves quite unavailing ; never came to pridnff. 
And so, — hear Hotham once more : 

To Lord Townshend at London (from Excellency Hotham) 

BerHn, 18M Aprii, * * * Grumkow ia a thorn in my side : one would 
like to do him some service in return.' " Cannot you stop an Originai 
Letter of his " (we have only deciphered Copies as yet) to that Reichen- 
hach or Notti, "strong enough to hreak his hack".^ — They will try. 
Hotham continues in next Despatch : 

' N0Sti\ waptk (i8th April), p. 238 ; infir^ p. 234. 
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Berlin, 2'2d April, 'Dined with tlie King aguD ; Crovii-Priiice wu 
piNcnt : drradfiitl)' dejected, — " at which one cannot help being moved ; 
Ibero In wimotJiing 10 engaging in the Priac«, and everybody Bays so 
much guod of him." ' Hear lIothHm ! Who again, three daye aftfr, say 9 
of our Friti : " If I am not much mbtaken, thia yoong Prince will one 
day make a very considerable figure." ' Wiih we could manage the 
Marriage ; but tbia Grumkow, this ' — Cannot they contrive to send u 
Original strong enough ? 

Aiaa, from the same secret source we learn, within a week, 
that Gruinkow's back is very etrong; the Tobacco-Parliam^it 
in full blast again, and SeckendorTs Couriers galloping to 
Vienna with the best news. Nay his Majesty looks expressly 
■ sour upon Hotham,' or does not look at all ; will not even 
speak when he sees him ; — for a reason we shall hear.' Can 
it be thought that any liberality in use of the bellows or 
other fire- implements will now avail with his Majesty 7 

Second and latt Peep mio the Notti-Grumktm Comapcmdem* 
catight-up in St. Mary Axe 

But at this point let our Two Rooks recommeoce a little ; 
Nosti, on the 18th, we left quaking in every joint of him ; — - 
and good news was almost at the door, had afflicted Nosti 
known it. Gruinkow''8 strain (suppressed by us here), all this 
while, is in general, almost ever since the blaze of that 
Hotham Dinner went off into repentant headache : * Pshaw, 
donH fear I ^ Nay after a fortnight or so, it is again : * Steady ! 
we aie all right ?^ Tobacco - Parliament and the Royal 
Imagination making such progress. This is still but the 
thiid week since that grand Dinner at Charlottenhurg : 

To the Excelleta Beichenback at London (from Grumkow) 

Berlin, iSd April. " King wants to get rid of the PrinoeM** Wilbel- 

mina, " who is grown lean, ugly, with plmplea on her fac« {^ ett dstwMu 

dmMPV, taide, omtptrotti," *—dog : will nobody honewliip that He oat of 

> N«iH, in&i (agth April), p. 134. 

* This is oMC^ the lentoiceiWilbelmina has got hold oF (Wilbdnina, i. 334). 
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mm I) — ''judge what a treat that will he to a Prince of Wales, who has 
his amourettes !" All is right, Nosti, is it not ? 

Berlin, 26th ApriL 'King declared to Seckendorf yesterday again. 
He might write to the Kaiser, That while he lived, nothing should ever 
part his Majesty from the Kaiser and his Cause ; that the French dare 
not attack Luzemhourg, as is threatened; and if they do — ! Upon which 
Seckendorf despatched a Courier to Vienna. 

' As to Hotham, he explains himself upon nothing,' — stalks about with 
his nose in the air, as if there were nothing fiurther to be explained. ' I 
spoke yesterday of the Single Match, Wilhelmina and Prince of Wales ; 
King answered, even of t^e Single Match, Devil fly away with it ! '—or 
a still coarser phrase. 

" Meanwhile the Queen, though at the end of her eighth month, is 
cheery as a fish in water ; ^ and always forms grand projects of totally 
ruining Seckendorf, by Knyphausen's and other help." ' Hotham yes- 
terday, glancing at Noeti no doubt, said to the Sieur de Potsdam' (cant 
phrase for the King), ' " That great Princes were very unlucky to have 
ministers that durst not show themselves in good society ; for the result 
was, they sent nothing but false news and rumours picked-up in coffee 
houses." ' 

^ Coffee-houses ? ^ answers Beichenbach, by and by : ^ Reich- 
enbach is in English society of the first distinction, and 
receives visits from Lords and Dukes. This all the world 
knows ^ — to be nothing like the case, as Townshend too has 
occasionally mentioned. 

At any rate, continues Grumkow, ' the Queen's Husband said, aside, 
to Nosti's Friend, ^' I see he is glancing at Reichenbach ; but he won't 
make much of that (cynically speaking, ne /era que de feau clairey 
Hotham is by no means a man of brilliant mind, and his manners are 
rough : but Grinkel,' the Dutchman, ' is cleverer (piue iouple), and much 
better liked by Nosti's Master.' 

Antistrophe soon foUows ; London Raven is himself again ; — Noeti 
loquitur : 

London, 26th April, * * ^ King has written to me, I am to report to 
him any talk there may be in the Court here about his Majesty ? My 
Amiable and his Seckendorf, need they ask if Nosti will, and in a way to 
give them pleasure?' ♦ ♦ 

^ Wilhelmina has this too, in a disfigured state (L 233). 
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SnwPHB (allegro bj the Beriin Rsvwi qr Rook, w1m> hm not jet haord 

the abore) ; — Gmmkow lofuUur z 

Berlin, 2M A fHL * * ' Wrong not to write entMrtainiiiff neve of the 
English Coart as heretofore. King likes it 

' What you say of the Prinoe-Royal of Pttusia's writing to the Queen 
of England, is rery carious ; and yon did well to aaj nothing of it to the 
Father ; the thing being of eitreme delicaey, and the proof dillienlL 
Bot it seems likely. And I insinnsted something of it to his M^esty, 
the day before yesterday' (27th April 1730, therefore? One njoa io ptaiy 
ifianet of Hansard into the Tobeoeo-Fsrliament), 'as of a thing I had 
learned from a spy ' (such my pretence, O Nosti)— spy 'who is the Inti- 
mate friend of Knyphausen and plays traitor : yon may £uiey that it 
struck terribly.' Yes ! ' And his Bfigesty has looked sour upon Hotham 
ever since ; and passed aboTO an hour in colloquy with Sec ke nd orf and 
me, in sight both of English Hotham and Dutch Ginkel without speak- 
ingto them. 

' It was true enough what Nosti heard of the Queen's Mr speeches, 
and Hotham's, to the Friend of NostL But it is all ended : the Queen's, 
weeks ago, being in vain : Hotham too, after some drilities, seems now 
indifferent " Enfin'* ('afin' he alwa)r8 writes it> copying the indistinct 
gurgle of his own horse-dialect) — '^Afin fihuterie t4nU pure " (whole of it 
thimblerig^ on their part). 

' Admirable story^ that of Prince Fred's amourette ' (sent to the cess- 
pool by us, herald of Reichenbach thither) : ' let his Majesty know it, by 
all means. What the Duchess of Kendal ' (lean tall female in expenrive 
brocades, with gilt prayerbooks, visible in the body to Nosti at that time), 
' what the Duchess of Kendal says to you is perfectly just ; and as the 
Princess Wilhelmina is very ill-looking' (laide, — ^how dare you say so, 
dog ?), ' I believe she will have a bad life of it^ the Prince of Wales being 
accustomed to daintier meats. Yes truly, she will, as the Duchess eAjn, 
''need to be wiser than Solomon" to conciliate the humours down 
there {id bas) with the genius of his Prussian Majesty and Queen. — *' As 
for your Princess Amelia, depend upon it, while the Commandant of 
Potsdam lives, she will never get hold of the Prince-Royal, though he 
is so furiously taken with the Britannic Majesties." ' 

[Continues ; in answer to a Nosti ' Caw ! Caw !' which we omit.] 

Berlin, 24 May. ' Wish you had not told the King so positively that 
the English say, it shall be Double Match or none. Hotham said to the 
Swedish Ambassador : '' Reichenbach, walking in the dark, would give 
himself a fine knock on the nose {aurait un furietuc pied de nesr), when," 
or iff " the thing was done quite otherwise." Have a caution what you 
write.' 
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Pooh, pooh ! Hotham must have said ^ if,^ not ^ when ** ; 
Swede is quite astray ! — And indeed we will here leave off, 
and shut-down this magazine of rubbish; right glad to wash 
ourselves wholly from it (in three waters) forevermore. 
Possibly enough the Prussian Dryasdust will, one day, print 
it in extensoy and with that lucidity of comment and arrange- 
ment which are peculiar to him: exasperated readers will 
then see whether I have used them iU or not, according to 
the opportunity there was ! — Here, at any rate, my reader 
shall be free of it. Indeed he may perceive, the negotiation 
was by this time come to a safe point, the Nosti-Grumkows 
triumphant, and the interest of the matter mainly out. 
Farther transient anxieties this amiable couple had, — ^trace- 
able in that last short croak from Grumkow, — lest the 
English might consent to that of the ^ Single Marriage in 
the mean time ^ (which the English never did, or meant to 
do). For example, this other screech of Nosti, which shall 
be his final last-screech : 

London, 12th May, * Lord Townsliend aJamiiDgly hinted to me : Better 
have done with yoar Grumkow-and-Seckendorf speculations : the iU- 
intentioned are perfectly sure to be found-out at the end of the account ; 
and their tools will get ruined along with them. Nosti endeavoured to 
talk big in reply : but he shakes in his shoes nevertheless ; and with a 
heart full of distraction exclaims now. Save yourselves, save me ! — If 
Hotham speak of the Single Marriage only^ it is certain the Prince- 
Royal must mean to run away,' and so make it a Double one in time. 

Yes, indeed ! But these were transient errors. The day 
is our own, my Grumkow ; yes, our own, my Nosti : — and so 
our Colloquy of Rookeries shall be suppressible henceforth. 



Hi8 Myesty gets Sight of the St.'Mary-Axe Documents ; 

but Nothing JbUowsJrom it 

We have only to add what Hotham reports (Berlin, May 
6th), That he 'has had an interview with his Majesty, and 
spoken of the St.-Mary-Axe afiair ; Knyphausen having found 
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Wiiuarini 
A moment to lay it before his Majesty/ So that the above 

Excerpts from St Mary Axe (all but the last twoX — the 
above, and many more su ppres s ed by us, — are in bis Majesty^ 
hands : and be is busy studying them ; will, it is likdy, pro- 
duce them in an ainaaed Tobeooo-Bsilianient one of tbese 
e\-enings! — 

What tbe emotions of the royal breest were during tbe 
perusal oi this extraordinary dialogue of buds, wbiA has oome 
to him through St Mary Axe — ? Manifold probeUy : maai- 
fold, questionable; but not trsgicsl, or not immediately soi 
Ortainly it is definable as the paltriest babUe; no tmsoB 
visible in it, nor constructive treason: but it painfully in- 
dicates, were his Majesty candid. That his Majesty is subject 
to spies in his own House ; nay that certain parties do seem 
to fancy they have got his Majesty by the nose, and are piping 
tuiict with an eye to his dancing thcaeto. This is a painful 
thought, which, I believe, does much agitate his Majesty now 
Aiul afterwards. A painful thought or suspicion, rising 
munetiuics (in that temperament of his) to the pitch of the 
horrible. I believe it occasionally, ever henceforth, keeps 
haunting the highly poetic temperament of his Majesty, nor 
rvrr (|uits him again at all ; stalking always, now and then, 
tlirough the vacant chambers of his mind, in what we may call 
tlio niglit-season (or time of solitude and hypochondriacal 
ivilecliouX — though in busy times again (in daylight, so to 
N|HHik) he im{)atiently casts it from him. Poor Majesty ! 

Hut figure Grumkow, figure the Tobacco-Parliament when 
Mt^jiHity laid these Papers on the Table ! A Hansard of that 
iiiglU wtmld 1)0 worth reading. There is thunderous note of 
intt^ri'ogatiou on his Majesty^s face ; — what a glimmer in the 
iiaixl puckery e^tas of Feldieugmeister Seckendorf, < Jami-blefi ! ^ 
No (U>ubt% an exGessi\*ely astonished Parliament Nothing 
but bniMi of face will now serve the principal Honourable 
()i»iillenuin there ; but in that happily he is not wanting. 

Of ooume Gnnnkow denies the Letters point-blank: Mere 
lea, tliCMS of the English Court, plotting to ruin your 
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Majesty'^s faithful servant, and bring-in other servants they will 
Uke better! May have written to Beichenbach, nay, indeed 
has, this or that brifling thing : but those Copyists in St. Mary 
Axe, *• deciphering,^ — garbling, manufieu^turing, till they make 
a romance of it, — alas, your Majesty ? Nay, at any rate, what 
are the Letters ? Grumkow can plead that they are the 
foolishest insignificant rubbish of Court-Gossip, not tending 
any bad road, if they have a tendency. That they are adapted 
to the nature of the beast, and of the situation, — this he will 
carefully abstain from remarking. 

We have no Hansard of this Session ; all is conjecture and 
tobacco-smoke. What we know is, not the least efiect, except 
an internal trouble, was produced on the royal mind by the 
St.-Mary-Axe Discovery. Some question there might well be, 
inarticulately as yet, of Grumkow^s fidelity, at least of his 
discretion ; seeds of suspicion as to Grumkow, which may 
sprout-up by and by ; resolution to keep one^s eye on Grumkow. 
But the first practical fruit of the matter is, fierce jealousy 
that the English and their clique do really wish to interfere 
in our ministerial appointments; so that, for the present, 
Grumkow is firmer in his place than ever. And privately, we 
need not doubt, the matter continues painful to his Majesty. 

One thing is certain, precisely a week after, his Majesty, — 
much fluctuating in mind evidently, for the Document ^ has 
been changed three or four times within forty-eight hours,^ — 
presents this final answer to Hotham. Which runs to this 
efiect Q outrageous,^ as Hotham defines it) : 

' l^ For Hanover and your great liberality on that score, much obliged ; 
but upon reconsideration think it will not do. 2*. Marriage >ir«f. Prince 
of Wales to WUhelmina, — Consent with pleasure. 8*. Marriage iecand, 
Crown-Prince Friedrich with your Amelia, — for that also we are extremely 
wishful^ and trust it will one day take effect : but first these Seville-Treaty 
matters^ and differences between the Kaiser and allied English and French 
will require to be pulled straight ; that done, we will treat about the 
terms of Marriage iecond. One indispensable will be,— That the English 
guarantee our Succession in Julich and Berg.' ^ 

^ Hotham's Despatch, I2th May 173a 
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*Oatngeou8^ indeed! — Crown-nniiee eoidi^ idoiq^ vftk 
this, A loving meMige by HotfaMn^ of cemeetlj ^^f ■^^Ui i g 
tenor, to the Britennie Majeity ; * begs lus Britiyuiae Majctty 
not to reject the King^ Fhqpoei]% whateiver tibej nui^ Imv — 
thb for poor Sieter Wilhehnina's mkt. «<For thoai^ 1m^ tlie 
Crown-Prince, was determined to loee his fifc sooner tliMi 
marry anybody but the ftinoes s Amdia, yet if this NegoBatien 
were broken olff his Father would go to extrsmities to font 
him and his poor Sister into other engegements.* * — -Wludi, 
ales, what can it avail with the Britennie Majesty, in legaid 
to such outrageous Propositions from the Fhnsian ? 

Britannic Majesty^ Ministry, as always, answers by letnm 
of Courier :—< JIKoy S2d Both Mazriegee, or ncme: Seville 
has no concern witii batk^ more than witii one : dUio JQlich 
and Bexg,— of whidi latter indeed we know nothio^ — nor 
(oikk to Hoiham) mean to know/ ^ Wherdby Hotham per- 
ceives that it is as good to throw away the bellows, and con- 
sider the matter extinct. Hotham makes ready for an 
Kxcursion into Saxony, to a thing called Camp qf RadewUz^ 
or Kfux^mpmtni at Radewitz ; a Military Spectacle of never- 
iniiigined magnificence, to be given by August the Strong 
there, whither all the world is crowding ; — and considers any 
Business he had at Berlin to be as good as done. 

Evidently Friedrich Wilhelm has not been much wrought 
U{M>n by the St.-Mary-Axe Documents ! One week they have 
been revolving in the royal mind; part of a week in the 
Smoking IWliament (we know not what day they were laid 
on the table there, but it must have been a grand occurrence 
wltliin those walls !)— -and this already (May 18th) is the 
result arrived at : Propositions, changed three or four times 
within forty-eight hours, and definable at last as < outrageous ^ ; 
which induce Hotluun to lay down the bellows, and prepare to 
go his ways. Our St-Mary-Axe discovery seems to have no 
efTwt At all I — 

> Detpstch, Whitehall, nth May (2id by N.s.)i 
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One other public result there is firom it, and as yet one 
only : Reichenbadb, * from certain causes thereto moving Us 
(aus gercissen Una daxu bcwegenden Grundeny gets a formal 
Letter of Recall. Ostensible Letter, dated Berlin, Idth May, 
and signed Friedrich Wilhelm ; which the English may read 
for their comfort Only that along with this, of the same 
date and signatiue, intended for Beichenbach^s comfort, the 
same Leather Bag brings a Private Letter (which Dickens or 
another has contrived to get sight of and copyX apprising 
Reichenbach, That, unostensibly, his proceedings are approved 
of ; that he is to continue at his post till further orders, all 
the same, * and keep watch on these Marriages, about which 
there is such debating in the world (wovon in der WeU so viel 
deboHirt xrird) ; things being still in the same state as half a 
year ago. That is to say, I am ready for my Daughter's 
Marriage with the Prince of Wales : but for my Son, he is too 
young yet ; und hat so damU keine EUe, weil ich Gottlob noch 
XTcei Sbhne hab (nor is there any haste, as I have, thank Grod, 
two other sons,' — and a third coming, if I knew it) : — * besides 
one indispensable condition will be, that the English guarantee 
Jiilich and Berg,' which perhaps they are not in the least hurry 
for, either ! — 

What does the English Coiut think of that? Dated 
^Berlin, 18th May': it is the same day when his Majesty's 
matured Proposals, ^changed thrice or oftener within the 
forty-eight hours,' were handed to Hotham for transmission to 
his Court An interesting Leather Bag, this Ordinary from 
Berlin. Reichenbach, we observe, will get his share of it 
some ten days after that alarming rebuke from Townshend ; 
and it will relieve the poor wretch from his worst terrors : 
^ Go on with your eavesdroppings as before, you alarmed 
wretch ! ' — ^There does one Degenfeld by and by, a man 
of better quality (and on special haste, as we shall see) 
come and supersede poor Nosti, and send him home : — 
there they give Nosti some exiguous Pension, with hint 
to disappear forevermore. Which he does; leaving only 



^ 




t40 SHIFWBECK OF DOUBLE-MABBIAGE [bk. VIL 

these St-Mery-Aze Docmneiits for hii lifanazk in tfe 
History of Msiikind, 

What the English Answer to his Majesty^ R o poeels of 
Bcriin, May 18th» was, we have already seoi; — dated 'LondoOy 
SSd May,^ probaUy lew horns after the Coorier anmd. 
Hotham, well anticipating iriiat it would be^ had already, as 
we phrased it, * laid-down the bellows^; left the Negotiatioii, 
as essentially extinct;— and was pr ep arin g fiirthe ^Ounpat 
Radewits,^ Britannic Majesty being anzioos to hear what 
Friedrich Wilhelm and Angnst the Strong have on hand 
there. 

* The King of Prossia^s unsteadiness and want of resolutioii,* 
writes Hotham (Beriin, SOth MayX ^ will hinder him firom being 
either very useful to his firiends, or mj fbraiidahla to fab 
enemies.^ And firom the same place, just about quitting it 
for Radewits, he writes again, exactly a week after (^ Berlin, 
S7th May ^X ^ enclose Copy of a remarkable Letter ; remark- 
able to us also ; — but which, he knows and we, cannot influence 
the English Answer now dose at hand. Here is the copied 
Letter; copied in Guy Dickens^ hand; — from which we 
translate, — and also will give the original French in this 
instance, for behoof of the curious : 

To hia Excellency the Chevalier Hotham 

[PoteZom, End (^May 1730.] 
* Monsieur, — Je eroU que e'eet de la demiire importance queje voue Serine ; 
etje euie aeeem triete d^avoir dee ehoeee d voue dire pie Je detfroie eacher i 
taute la terre: maie il/aut/ranchir ee numvaiepae la; et tHrne eompiani de 
mee amie,je me reeoude phie/acilement d voue le dire. CTett que Je euie 
traits d^une mani^ iwnde du Boi, et que Je eaie qu'd pr^eeni He ee tramerU 
de terriblee ehoeee eontre moi, touchant eertainee Lettree que fai ieritee fkiver 
paeeiy dontje eroie que voue eerem i^formS. Enjin pour voue parler/raneke- 
ment, la vraie raieon que le Boi a dene vouloir point donner lee maine d ee 
Mariage eet, qu'il me veut toujoure tenir eur un bae pied, et me /aire enrager 
taute ea vie, quand fenvie hn en prend ; ainei il ne taeeordera Janutie, 8i 
Ton eoneent de votre 6U6 que eette Prinoeeee eoit aueei traits ainei, voue 
pouvez comprendre aie^ment que Je eerai /brt triete de rendre malheureuee 
unapereonne quefeetime, et de reeter toujoure done le mSme Hat oAJe wit. 
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Four moi doncje eroU gu'il wtudroit mietup finir le Manage de ma SoBur 
ainsi auparavant, et ne point demander au Roi ieulement des anurances 9Ui 
mon nijet, d'auiani phu que ea parole n'yfait rien : sujgit queje rSiUre lee 
promesees que fat dijAfait au Roi mon Onde, de ne prendre jamaie d^ autre 
Spouse que ea eeconde fiUe la Princeeee AmiUe, Je suie une pereonne de 
parole, qui pourrafaire riueeir ee quefatxince, pounju que ton eefie d moi. 
Je voue le promote, et d prieeni voue pouvex en avertir voire Cour ; etje 
eaurai tenir ma promeeee. Je suie toujoure tout d voue, 

'FRiD^ic'i 

' Monsieur, — I believe it la of the last importance that I should write to 
you ; and I am very sad to have things to say which I ought to conceal 
from all the earth. But one must take that bad leap ; and reckoning 
you among my friends, I the more easily resolve to open myself to you. 

' The case is this : I am treated in an unheard-of manner by the King ; 
and I know there are terrible things in preparation against me, touching 
certain letters which I wrote last winter, of which I believe you are 
informed. In a word, to speak frankly to you, the real secret reason why 
the King will not consent to this Marriage is. That he wishes to keep me 
on a low footing constantly, and to have the power of driving me mad, 
whenever the whim takes him, throughout his life ; thus he never will 
give his consent. If it were possible that you on your side could consent 
that your Princess too should be exposed to such treatment, you may 
well comprehend that I should be very sad to bring misery on a Person, 
whom I esteem, and to remain always in the same state as now. 

' For my own part, therefore, I believe it would be better to conclude 
my Sister's Marriage in the first place, and not even to ask from the 
King any assurances in regard to mine ; the rather as his word has nothing 
to do with it : it is enough that I here reiterate the promises which I 
have already made to the King my Uncle, Never to tdce another wife 
than his second Daughter the Princess Amelia. I am a person of my 
word ; and shall be able to bring about what I set forth, provided there 
is trust put in me. I promise it you ; and now you may give your Court 
notice of it ; and I shall manage to keep my promise. I remain yours 
always.' 

The Crown-Prince, for Wilhelmina^s sake and everybody's, 
is extremely anxious they should agree to the Single Marriage 
in the interim : but the English Court, — ^perhaps for no deep 
reason, perhaps chiefly because little Greorge had the whim of 

^ State- Paper Office : Prussian Despatches, vol. zlL (enclosed in Sir Charles 
Hotham's Despatch, Berlin, 27th-x6th May 1730). 
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iUnding grandly imnumhle upon hk fint oflo^ — imiu voold 
hear of that Which was an angrjr thoqg^ to Hie ChwD- 
lMnc6 in after timati as we sometimes notioe. 

llera, to the like eilect, is aaotber Bn^gmeBt ham Ui 
Royal Highness, copied in tlie Diduns iMod, and eacl o wJ 
in the same Despatch from Hotham ;— gifing m a g^anee 
Into tlie inner workshop of his Rojal Hj^^mesi^ and Ua Udden 
assiduities and ^endeavourings at that time : 



rHmir m$n pkm; state /sa n'sa i ^ s isrfi urs Hm «i ^tfcsre; §m Tea 
m*9H iaiM§ ^r sii 9uU$,J$/bmi Hm moi md rhmkr k rmH. Jk JW» 
M pmr twMt s s f s ri r «aosrt, MmH$ur, ftcs J$ miiimiik 




' , , , You BAsy believe I will exert sU mj lesoaiess to sueeeed in si^ 

I»1a»; but there will bo no outwsrd iign TkiUe :-4iafe sm to set in thk 
wsy^ I wHl myself nicosufully bring it through. I end by sgain sssnring 
you» Motiaisur^ that I sm yours always.' 

— Which again produces no effect ; the English Answer being 
steadily, * Doth Marriages, or none.** 

And this, then, is what the Hotham mission is come to ? 
(}ood Dubourgay is home, recalled about a month ago, ^ for 
the sake of his health,^ ^ — ^good old gentleman, never to be 
heanl of in Diplomatic History more. Dubourgay went in 
tlie first days of May; and the month is not out, when 
Hotham is off to the Camp of Radewitz ; leaving his N^rotia- 
tion, as it were, extinct To the visible r^;ret of the Berlin 
public generally ; to the grievous disappointment of Queen 
Sophie, of the Crown-Prince and some others, — not to speak 
of Wilhelmina^s feelings, which are unknown to us. 

Regretful Berlin, Wilhelmina and Mamma among the 
others, had, by accident, in these dejected circumstances, a 
strange Sign from the Heavens provided them, one night,— if 
we may be permitted to notice it here. Monday, 29th May ; 

* Townihend't poUte Despatch to him, Whitdiall, sist April 173a 
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— and poor Queen Sophie, we observe withal, is in the hands 
of the Monthly Nurse since Tuesday last ! ^ 



St, Peter's Church in Berlin has an Accident 

Monday 29th May 1780, Friedrich Wilhelm and the 
Crown-Prince and Party were at Potsdam, so far on their way 
towards Radewitz. All is peaceable at Potsdam that night : 
but it was a night of wild phenomena at Berlin ; or rather of 
one wild phenomenon, the ^Burning of the Sanct-Peters Kirche^ 
which held the whole City awake and in terror for its life. 
Dim Fassmann becomes unusually luminous on this affair 
(probably an eye-witness to it, poor old soul) ; and enables us 
to fish-up one old Night of Berlin City and its vanished 
populations into clear view again, if we like. 

For two years back Berlin had been diligently building a 
non-phiS-uUra of Steeples to that fine Church of St. Peter^s. 
Highest Steeple of them all; one of the Steeples of the 
World, in a manner ; — and Berlin was now near ending it. 
Tower, or shaft, has been complete some time, interior fittings 
going on; and is just about to get its ultimate apex, a 
^ Crown-Royal ^ set on it by way of finis. For his Majesty, 
the great .£dile, was much concerned in the thing ; and had 
given materials, multifarious helps : Three incomparable Bells, 
especially, were his gift : melodious old Bells, of distinguished 
tone, * bigger than the Great Bell of Erfurt,^ than Tom of 
Lincoln, — or, as brief popular rumour has it, the biggest Bells 
in the World, at least of such a tone. These Bells are hung, 
silent but ready in their upper chamber of the Tower, and 
the gigantic Crown or apex is to go on ; then will the basket- 
work of scaffolding be peeled away, and the Steeple stretch, 
high and grand, into the air, for ages it is hoped. 

Far otherwise. On Monday evening, between eight and 
nine, there gathered thunder over Berlin ; wild tumult of the 

^ ' Prince Ferdinand ' (her last child, Father of him whose fate lay at Jena 
seventy-six years afterwards), * bom ajd May 173a' 
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dements: thunderbolt * thrice in swift suooessioo^ sfamdL the 
unfinished Steeple; in the ^hood^ of iriiidi men tfacRopon 
noticed a light, as (^ a star, or qpaxfcle of the son; and 
straightway, in spite of the rsin-toRents, then bont-oiit 
blaies ot flsone. Blaees unquenchable ; giand yet perikoi to 
bdiold The fire-drams beat, the alam-bdOs digged, and 
ceased not; all Berlin strugi^ing there, all n^t^ in vain. 
Sttdi volumes of smoke : * the heavens were Uad^ as if jon 
had hung them with mort-doth : * sudi roaring cataracts of 
flame, *you could have pidEed-iq> a cofqper doit at the distance 
of 800 yaids.'— * Hiss-s-s ! ' what hissing fiur aloft is that? 
Hiat is the incomparable big Bdls mdting. lliere thejr 
vanish, their fine tones never to be tried more^ and ooae 
through the redhot ruin, * Hush-sh-sht ! * the last sound heard 
from them. And the stem for holding that immense Grown- 
royal, — ^it is a bar and bars of iron, 'wei^^iing sixteen 
hundredweight ^ ; down it comes thundering, crashing through 
Uiti belly of St Peter^s, the fall of it like an earthquake dl 
round. And still the fire-drums beat, and fiom all surviving 
Steeples of Berlin goes the dangor of alarm ; < none but the 
very young children can have slept that night,^ says our 
vigilant old fnend. 

Wind was awake, too ; kindling the neighbouring streets ; 
— storming towards the Powder-Magazine ; where labour 
innumerable Artillerymen, * busy with hides from the tan-pits, 
with stable-dung, and other material '* ; speed to them, we will 
say ! Forty dwelling-houses went ; but not the Powder- 
Magazine ; not Berlin utterly (so to speak) by the Powder- 
Magazine. On the morrow St. Peter^s and ndghbourhood lay 
black, but still inwardly burning; not for three days more 
could the ruins be completdy quenched. 

That was the news for Friedrich Wilhdm, before sunrise, 
on the point of his departure for Miihlberg and King Augustus 
scenic exhibitions. ^ Hm ; — ^but we must go, all the same ! 
We will rebuild it ! ' said he. — ^And truly he did so. And 
the polite King August, sorry to hear of the Peterskirche, 
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^ gave him excellent sandstone from the quarries of Pima,** says 
Fassmann : * great blocks came boating down the Elbe ^ from 
that notable Saxon Switzerland Country, notable to readers 
here in time coming ; and are to be found, as ashlar, in the 
modem St. Peter^s at Berlin; a fact which the reader, till 
Pima be better known to him, may remember if he likes.^ 
And now let us to Radewitz without delay. 



CHAPTER III 

CAMP OF RADEWITZ 

The Camp of Muhlberg, called more properly the Camp 
of Radewitz, towards which Friedrich Wilhelm, with English 
Hotham and many dignitaries are now gone, was one of the 
sublimest scenic military exhibitions in the history of the world ; 
leaving all manner of imitation tournaments, modem ^tin- 
toumaments,** out of sight ; and perhaps equalling the Field 
of the Cloth of Gold, or Barbarossa^s Mainz Tournament in 
ancient times. It lasted for a month, regardless of expense, 
— June month of the year 17S0; — and from far and wide 
the idle of mankind ran, by the thousand, to see it. Shall 
the thing be abolished utterly, — as perhaps were proper, had 
not our Crown-Prince been there, with eyes very open to it, 
and yet with thoughts very shut ; — or shall some flying trace 
of the big Zero be given? Riddling or screening certain 
cartloads of heavy old Gkrman printed mbbish,^ to omit the 

^ Fassmann, pp. 406-409. 

^ Chiefly the terrible compilation called Helden* Stoats- und Lebens-GescMchU 
des etc, Fritdrichs des Andem (History Heroical, Political and Biographical of 
Friedrich the Second), Frankfurt and Leipzig, 1758-1760, vol. L first halft pp. 
I7i-2ia There are Ten thick and thin Half-volumes, and perhaps more. One 
of the most hideous imbroglios ever published under the name of Book, — without 
vestige of Index, and on paper that has no margin and cannot stand ink, — ^yet 
with many curious articles stuffed blindly into the awful belly of it, like jewels 
into a rag-sack, or into tin rag-sacks all in one ; with far more authenticity than 
you could expect in such case. Let us call it, for brevity, Helden-GeschuhUf in 
future references. 
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Hotham Despatdies, we obtain the fbllowing diorelfiil it 
authentic particulani periiaps not quite ineuiqparlaUe to 
esdstinir mankind* 

The exact eixe of the Camp of Badewiti I noniieie find 
measured ; but to judge on the mqs* H mmt hate eofend, 
with its appendages, some ten or twdve squaxemilea of gioandL 
All on the Elbe, right bank of the Elbe ; Town of Miihlbeq^ 
diief Town of the District, lying some ten miles northwest; 
then, not mudi beyond it, Torgau; and then frmed Wittenbeq^ 
all on the northwest, farther down the River : and oo the other 
side, Meissen with its Potteries not fiorto the southeast of you, 
up the River, on the Dresden hand. Nay periiaps many of my 
readers have seen the place, and not known, in fheir tooling 
expeditions ; whidi are now blinder than ever, and done b^ 
steeun, without even eyesight, not to say intelligence. Precisely 
where the' railway from Leipzig to Dresden crosses the Elbe, — 
there, if you happen to have daylight, is a flat, rather clayqr 
country, dirty-greenish, as if depastured partly by geese ; with 
a big full River Elbe sweeping through it, banks barish for a 
mile or two ; River itself swift, sleek and of flint-colour ; not 
unpleasant to behold, thus far on its journey from the Bohemian 
Giant-Mountains seaward : precisely there, when you have 
crossed the Bridge, is the southmost comer of August the 
Strong^s Encampment, — ^vanished now like the last flock of 
geese that soiled and nibbled these localities ; — and, without 
knowing it, you are actually upon memorable ground. 

Actually, we may well say; apart from August and his 
fooleries. For here also it was, on the ground now under your 
eye, that Kurfiirst Johann Friedrich the Magnanimous, having 
been surprised the day before at public worship in the above- 
mentioned Town of Miihlberg, and completely beaten by 
Kaiser Karl the Fifth and his Spaniards and Duke of Alba, 
did, on Monday 25th April 1647, ride forth as Prisoner to 
meet the said Kaiser ; and had the worst reception from him, 

• At p. 256. 
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poorman. ' Take pity on me, O God ! This is what it is 
come to?* the magnanimous beaten Kurfiirst was heard 
murmuring as he rode. At sight of the Kiiiser, he dismounted, 
pulled-ofF his ironplated gloves, knelt, and was for humbly 
taking the Eaiser^s hand, to kiss it. Kaiser would not ; Kaiser 
looked thunderous tornado on him, with hands rigidly in the 
vertical direction. The magnanimous Kurfiirst arose therefore ; 
doffed his hat : ^ Great-mightiest (groMmdcktigster) all-gradous 
Kaiser, I am your Majesty^s prisoner,* said he, confining 
himself to the historical. ^ I am Kaiser now, then ? * answered 
the sullen Tornado, with a black brow and hanging under-jaw. 
— * I request my imprisonment may be prince-like,* said the 
poor Prince. ^ It shall be as your deserts have been ! * — * I am 
in your power ; you will do your pleasure on me,* answered 
the other ; — and was led away, to hard durance and peril of 
life for five years to come ; his Cousin Moritz having expertly 
jockeyed his Electoral dignities and territories from him in the 
interim ; ^ — as was told above, long since. 

Expert Cousin Moritz : in virtue of which same Moritz, or 
rather perhaps in vice of him, August the Strong is even now 
Elector of Saxony ; Papist, Pseudo-Papist Apostate King of 
Poland, and Non-plus-ultra of * gluttonous Royal Flunkies * ; 
doomed to do these fooleries on God*s Earth for a time. For 
the sins of the fathers are visited upon the children, — in ways 
little dreamt-of by the flunky judgment, — ^to the sixth genera- 
tion and farther. Truly enough this is memorable ground, little 
as King August thinks of it ; little as the idle tourists think, 
or the depasturing geese, who happen to be there. 

The ten square miles have been industriously prepared for 
many months past; shaved, swept by the best engineer 
science : every village of it thorouj^y cleaned, at least : the 
villages all let lodgings at a Califomian rate ; in one village, 
Moritz by name,* is the slaughter-house, killing oxen night 

^ De Wette, Kur%gtfasa$ LibtmgtsckickU <Ur Henogi mm StuAsm (Weimar, 

1770), pp. I, 33» 73- 
* Map at p. 356. 
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fumifllied; such drawing-rooms, such bedrooms, 'with floors 
of dyed wicker-work^; the gilt mirrors, pictures, musical 
clocks; — not even the fine bathing-tubs for his Prussian 
Majesty have been forgotten. Never did man or flunky see 
the like. Such immense successful apparatus, without and 
within; no end of military valetaille, chiefly 'janizaries,^ in 
Turk costume; improvised flower-gardens even, and walks of 
yellow sand, — ^the whole Hill of Radewitz made into a flower- 
garden in that way. Nay, in the Army Lager too, many of 
the Captains have made little improvised flower-gardens in 
that Camp of theirs, up and down. For other Captains not 
of a poetical turn, there are billiaids, cofiee-houses, and plenty 
of excellent beer and other liquor. But the mountains of 
cavalry hay, that stand guarded by patrols in the rearward 
places, and the granaries of cavalry oats, are not to be told. 
Eastward, from their open porticoes and precincts, with 
imitation 'janizaries^ pacing sOent lower down, the Two 
Majesties oversee the Army, at discretion; can survey alt 
things, — even while dining, which they do daily, like very 
kings ! Fritz is lodged there ; has a magnificent bed : poor 
young fellow, he alone now makes the business of any meaning 
to us. He is curious enough to see the phenomena, military 
and other ; but oppressed with black care : ' My Amelia is 
not here, and the tyrant Father is — tyrannous with his rattan : 
ye gods ! * 

We could insist much on the notable people that were 
there ; for the Lists of them are given. Many high Lord- 
ships; some of whom will meet us again. Weissenfels, 
Wilhelmina^s unfavoured lover, how busy is he, commanding 
gallantly (in the terrific Sham-Battle) against Wackerbarth ; 
Greneral Wackerbarth, whose house we saw burnt on a Dresden 
visit, not so long ago. Old Leopold of Anhalt-Dessau is there, 
the Old Dessauer; with four of his Princes; instructed in 
soldiering, left without other instruction; without even writing, 
unless they can pick it up for themselves. Likely young 
fellows too, with a good stroke of work in them, of battle in 
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them, when called for. Yocmg Anqpedit lately wieddedl, oomes, 
in what state he can, poor youth ; lodges wHh the "Pnmduk 
Majesty his Father-in-kw; should keep rather quiet, hie share 
of wisdom being smalL SedLendorf with his Gmmkavy they 
also are here, in the train of Friedridi Wilhdbn. Gmmkoiw 
shoves the bottle with their Polish and Prussian Majeaties : in 
jolly hours, things go inery hig^ there. I dbnrve tiiey oaU 
King August *Ie Patron^ the Gaptain, or ^Pstrooo^ ; a fine 
jollity dwelling in that Man of Sin. Or does the leader notice 
Holstein-Beck, Prussian Major-GoiefBl ; Prince of Hobtein- 
Beck ; a solid dull man ; capid^le of liquor, among other thingi : 
not wiser than he should be ; sold all his Apanage or Rrince- 
ship, for example, and bought plate with it, whevefore they 
call him ever since ' Holstein-Fotsidfe (Holstein PlaieY instead 
of Holstein-Beck.^ His next Brother, here likewise I ahookl 
think, being Major-Greneral in the Saxon service, is still more 
foolish. He, poor soul, is just about to many the OrzeLska, 
incomparable Princess known to us, who had been her Father^s 
mistress : — ^marriage, as was natural, went asunder again 
(1788) after a couple of years. — But mark especially that 
middle-aged heavy gentleman, Prince of Aiihalt-Zerbst, 
Prussian Commandant of Stettin. Not over rich (would not 
even be rich if he came to be reigning Duke, as he will do) ; 
attentive at his post in those parts, ever since the Siege-of- 
Stralsund time ; has done his orders, fortified Stettin to per- 
fection ; solid, heavy taciturn man : — of whom there is nothing 
notable but this only, That last year his Wife brought him a 
little Daughter, Catharine the name of her. His Wife is a 
foolish restless dame, highborn and penniless ; let her nurse well 
this little Catharine : little Catharine will become abundantly 
distinguished in a thirty years hence ; Empress of all the 
Russias, that little girl; the Fates have so appointed it, 
mocking the prophecies of men ! Here too is our poor un- 
mentionable Duke of Mecklenburg : poor soul, he has left his 
quarrels with the Ritterschaft for a week or two, and is here 

^ BUsching's Btytriigt^ ir. 109. 
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breathing the ah* of the Elbe Heaths. His wild Russian Wife, 
wild Peter^s niece and more, we are relieved to know is dead ; 
for her ways and Peter^s have been very strange ! To this 
unmentionable Duke of Mecklenburg she has left one Daughter, 
a Princess Elizabeth-Catherine, who will be called Princess 
Arme^ one day : whose fortunes in the world may turn-out to 
be tragical. Potential heiress of all the Russias, that little 
Elizabeth or Anne. Heiress by her wily aunt, Anne of Cour- 
land, — ^Anne with the swollen cheek, whom Moritz, capable 
of many things, and of being Marichal de Saxe by and by, 
could not manage to SeJI in love with there ; and who has now 
just quitted Courland, and become Czarina : ^ — ^if Aunt Anne 
with the big cheek should die childless, as is likely, this little 
Niece were Heiress. Wm thui\ What matter ! — 

In the train of King August are likewise splendours of a 
sort, if we had time for them. Dukes of Sachsen-Grotha, Dukes 
of Meiningen, most of the Dukes that put Sachsen to their 
name; — Sachsen- Weimar for one; who is Grandfather of 
Goethe'^s Friend, if not otherwise distinguished. The Lubo- 
mirskis, Czartoryskis, and others of Polish breed, shall be con- 
sidered as foreign to us, and go unnoticed. Nor are high 
Dames wanting, as we see : vast flights of airy bright-hued 
womankind, Crown-Princess at the head of them, who lodges 
in Tiefenau with her Crown-Prince, — and though plain-looking, 
and not of the sweetest temper, is a very high Lady indeed. 
Niece of the present Kaiser Karl, Daughter of the late Kaiser, 
Joseph of blessed memory ; — ^for whidi reason August never 
yet will sign the Pragmatic Sanction, his Crown-Prince having 
hereby rights of his own in opposition thereto. She is young ; 
to her is Tiefenau, northward, on the edge of the Gorisch 
Heath, probably the choicest mansion in these circuits, given 
up : also she is Lady of ^ the Bucentaur,^ frigate equal to 
Cleopatra^s galley in a manner ; and commands, so to specJc, 
by land and water. Supreme Lady, she, of this sublime world- 
foolery regardless of expense : so has the gallantry of August 

^ Peter II., her Cousiii-german, died January 1730 (Mannstein's /Russia). 
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SO many strangers were directed to him, the Crown-Prinoe 
was treated like a disobedient boy, and one time even with 
strokes {korperUch misshandelt), to make him feel he was only 
considered as such. The enraged King, who never weighed 
the consequences of his words, added mockery to his manual 
outrage. He said, ^* Had I been treated so by my Father, I 
would have blown my brains out: but this fellow has no 
honour, he takes all that comes ^ ! ^ ^ Eirnnal korperlich 
misshandeU : why did not the Professor give us time, occasion, 
circumstances, and name of some eye-witness ? For the fact, 
which stands reported in the like fashion in all manner of 
Histories, we shall otherwise find to be abundantly certain ; 
and it produced conspicuous definite results. It is, as it were, 
the one fact still worth human remembrance in this expensive 
Radewitz and its fooleries ; and is itself left in that vague 
inert state, — ^irremediable at present. 

Beaten like a slave; while lodged, while figuring about, 
like a royal highness, in this sumptuous manner ! It appears 
clearly the poor Prince did hereupon, in spite of his word 
given to Wilhelmina, make up his mind to run. Ingenious 
Ranke, forgetting again to date, knows from the Archives, 
that Friedrich went shortly afterwards to call on Graf von 
Hoym, one day. Speaking to Graf von Hoym, who is Saxon 
First-Minister, and Factotum of the arrangements here, he 
took occasion cursorily to ask. Could not a glimpse of Leipzig, 
among all these fine things, be had ? Order for horses to or 
at Leipzig, for ^ a couple of officers '' (Lieutenant Keith and 
self), — quietly, without fuss of passes and the like, Herr 
Graf ? — ^The Herr Graf glances into it with eyes which have 
a twinkle in them : Schwerlichj Royal Highness. They are 
very strict about passes. Do not try it, Royal Highness.* 
And Friedrich did desist, in that direction, poor youth ; but 
tried it the more in others. Very busy, in deep secrecy, cor- 

* Ranke, Netm Backer PnusHscker Geschichte (Berlin, 1S47), L 297. 

* Ranke, ib. ; Forster, i. 365, and more especially iii. 4 (Seckendorf t Narra- 
tive there). 
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do, of the Scenic Exhibitions; — and, we can well fiuicy, is 
getting weary of it ; wishing to be home rather, ^ as his 
business here seems ended.** ^ One day he mentions a rumour 
(inane high rumours being prevalent in such a place) ; * rumour 
circulated here, to which I do not give the slightest credit, 
that the Prince-Royal of Prussia is to have one of the Arch- 
duchesses,^ perhaps Maria Theresa herself! Which might 
indeed have saved immensities of trouble to the whole world, 
as well as to the Pair in question, and have made a very dif- 
ferent History for Grermany and the rest of us. Fancy it ! 
But for many reasons, change of religion, had there been no 
other, it was an impossible notion. ^ May be,^ thinks Hotham, 
^ that the Court of Vienna throws out this bait to continue 
the King^s delusion,^ — or a snuffle from Seckendorf, without 
the Court, may have given it currency in so inane an element 
as Radewitz. 

Of the terrific Sham-Battles, conducted by Weissenfels on 
one side and Wackerbarth on the other ; of the charges of 
cavalry, play of artillery, threatening to end in a very dooms- 
day, round the Pavilion and the Ladies and the Royalties 
assembled on th€l balconies there (who always go to dinner 
safe, when victory has declared itself), I shall say nothing. 
Nor of that supreme * attack on the entrenchments ^ : blowing- 
up of the very Bridges ; cavalry posted in the woods ; host 
doing its very uttermost against host, with unheard-of expen- 
diture of gunpowder and learned manoeuvre ; in which ^ the 
Fleet ^ (of shallops on the Elbe, rigged mostiy in silk) took 
part, and the Bucentaur with all its cannon. Words fail on 
such occasions. I will mention only that assiduous King 
August had arranged everything like the King of Playhouse- 
Managers ; was seen, early in the morning, * driving his own 
curricle^ all about, in vigilant supervision and inspection; 
crossed the Tub-Bridge, or perhaps the Float-Bridge (not yet 
blown up), * in a Wurstwagen* ; giving himself (what proved 
well-founded) the assurance of success for this great day ; — 

' Preceding Despatch (of i6th Jane). 
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think ; flaming as pica written on the sky, from the steeple- 
tops there. TJius supported ii will stand ; and pious mortals 
murmur, * Hope so, I am sure ! ^ — ^And the cannons fire, 
almost without ceasing ; and the field-music, guided by tele- 
graphs, burst over all the scene, at due moments; and the 
catherine-wheels fly hissing; and the Buoentaur and silk 
Brigantines glide about like living flambeaus ; — and in fact 
you must fancy such a sight. King August, tired to the bone, 
and seeing all successful, retired about midnight. Friedrich 
Wilhelm stood till the finale ; Saxon Crown-Prince and he, 
^ in a window of the highest house in Promnitz * ; our young 
Fritz and the Margraf of Anspach, they also, in a neigh- 
bouring window,*^ stood till the finale : two in the morning, 
when the very Sun was not far from rising. 

Or is not the ultimate closing day perhaps still notabler : 
a day of universal eating ? Debauchee King August had a 
touch of genuine human good-humour in him ; poor devil, and 
had the best of stomachs. Eighty oxen, fat as CShristmas, 
were slain and roasted, subsidiary viands I do not count ; that 
all the world might have one good dinner. The soldiers, 
divided into proper sections, had cut trenches, raised flat 
mounds, laid planks ; and so, by trenching and planking, had 
made at once table and seat, wood well secured on turf. At 
the end of every table rose a triglyph, two strong wooden 
posts with lintel ; on the lintel stood spiked the ox^s head, 
ox'^s hide hanging beneath it as drapeiy : and on the two sides 
of the two posts hung free the four roasted quarters of said 
ox; from which the common man joyfully helped himself. 
Three measures of beer he had, and two of wine ; — which, 
unless the measures were miraculously small, we may take to 
be abundance. Thus they, in two long rows, 80,000 of them 
by the tale, dine joyfully mb dio. The two Majesties and 
two Crown-Princes rode through the ranks, as dinner went on : 
* King of Prussia forever ! ^ and caps into the air ; — at length 

1 24th-35th June : Hskkn^GtsckukU (above fpoken oQ, i. aoa 
VOL. VL R 
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they retire to their own Hmfi-^mrlimr^ vliac^ ttcaKb« 
diningt they can etill see the eoUien din^ cr at leaak drink 
their three measoree and two. Dine^ yea, dine n lwimlMilly ; 
let all mortab have one good dfamor ! — 

Royal dinner is not yet done idien a new aumcfe nf^eaiB 
on the field : the laigeet Cake ever baked by tiie Son of 
Adam. Drawn into tiie Headquarter about an hour ^go^ on 
a wooden frame with tent over it, by a team of ei|^t bonm; 
tent curtaining it, guarded by Cadets ; now the tent la etnak 
and off ; — saw nKvtali ever the like? It is Iboiteen die (Hrinf 
Elkn) long, by six broad ; and at the oentie half an ell thkk. 
Baked by machinery ; how otherwise eonU peel or mlkr acton 
8uch a Cake ? Ttoe are five thousand eggs in it ; tfair^MB 
bushels (Berlin measure) of sound flour ; one tun of milk, one 
tun of yeast, one ditto of butter ; crackers, gin gc r bro nd-nnti^ 
for fillet or trimming, run all round. Plainly the JMnoe of 
Cakes ! A Carpenter with gigantic knife, handle of it vestii^ 
ou his shoulder, — ^Head of the Board of Works, giving word 
of command, — enters the Cake by incision; cuts it up by 
plan, by successive signal from the Board of Works. What 
high person would not keep for himself, to say nothing of 
eating, some fraction of such a Nonpareil ? There is cat and 
come again for all. Carpenter advances, by main trench and 
by side-trenches, steadily to word of command. 

I mention, as another trait of the poor devil of an August, 
full of good-humour after all. That he and his Royalties and 
big Lordships having dined, he gave the still groaning table 
with all its dishes, to be scrambled for by 'the janizaries.^ 
Jauisarics, Imitation-Turk valetaille ; who speedily made dear- 
anoe, — ^many a bit of precious Meissen porcelain going fieur 
down in society by that means. 

Royal dinner done, the Colonel and Officers of every regi- 
ment, ranked in high order, with weapons drawn, preceded by 
their respective bands of music, came marching up the Hill 
to pay their particular respects to the Majesly of Prussia. 
Migesty of Prussia pronused them his favour, everlasting, as 
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requested ; drank a glass of wine to each party (steady, your 
Majesty !), who all responded by glasses of wme, and threw 
the glasses aloft with shouts. Sixty pieces of artilleiy speaking 
the while, and the bands of music breathing their sweetest ; — 
till it was done, and his Majesty still steady on his feet. He 
could stand a great deal of wine. 

And now — ? — ^Well, the Cake is not done, many cubic 
yards of cake are still left, and the very corporals can do no 
more : let the Army scramble ! Army whipt it away in no- 
time. And now, alas now — ^the time is come for parting. 
It is ended ; all things end. Not for about an hour could 
the Herrschqfien (Lordships and minor Sovereignties) fairly 
tear themselves away, under wailing music, and with the due 
emotion. 

The Prussian Royalties, and select few, took boat down the 
River, on the morrow ; towards lichtenburg Hunting-Palaoe, 
for one day''s slaughtering of game. They slaughtered there 
about one thousand living creatures, all driven into heaps for 
them, — * six hundred of red game ^ (of the stag species), ^ four 
hundred black,** or of the boar ditto. They left all these 
creatures dead; dined immensely; then did go, sorrowfully 
sated; Crown-Prince Friedrich in his own carriage in the 
rear ; Papa in his, preceding by a few minutes ; all the wood 
horns, or Frendi horns, vrailing sad adieu; — and hurried 
towards Berlin through the ambrosial night.^ 

And so it is all ended. And August the Stnmg — ^what 
shall we say of August ? History must admit that he attains 
the maximum in several things. Maximum of physical 
strength ; can break horseshoes, nay half-crowns with finger 
and thumb. Maximum of sumptuosity; really a polite 
creature; no man of his means so regardless of expense. 
Maximum of Bastards, Three hundred and fifty-four of them ; 
probably no mortal ever exceeded that quantity. Lastly, he 
has baked the biggest Bannock on record ; Cake with 5,000 
eggs in it, and a tun of butter. These things History must 

^ 28th Jane 1730 : ffiUm^GisekukU^ L 905. 
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concede to him. Poor devil, he was fiill of good-humour too, 
and had the best of stomachs. His amputated great-toe does 
not mend : out upon it, the world itself is all so amputated, 
and not like mending! August the Strong, dilapidated at 
fifty-three, is fast verging towards a less expensive country : 
and in three years hence will be lodged gratis, and need no 
cook or flunky of either sex. 

* This Camp of Radewiti/ says Smelfungus, one of my Antecesson, 
finishing his long narrative of it, 'this Camp is Nothing ; and after all 
this expense of King Angust's and mine, it flies away like a dream. Bat 
alas, were the Congresses of Cambrai and Soissons, was the life-long 
diplomacy of Kaiser Karl^ or the History of torpid moribund Europe in 
those days^ much of a Something? The Pragmatic Sanction^ with sJl its 
protocolling^ has fled^ like the temporary Playhouse of King August 
erected there in the village of Strohme. Much talk^ noise and imaginary 
interest about both ; but both literally have become leroj were always 
lero. As well talk about the one as the other.' — ^Ilien why not eilenee 
about both^ my Friend Smelfungus ? He answers : ' lliat truly is the 
tiling to be aimed at ; — and if we had once got our own out of both^ let 
both be consumed with fire^ and remain a handful of inarticulate black 
ashes forevermore.' Heavens^ will I^ of all men^ object ! 

Smelfungus says elsewhere : 

' The moral to be derived^ perhaps the chief moral visible at present^ 
from all this Section of melancholy History is : Modem Diplomacy is 
nothing ; mind well your own affairs, leave those of your neighbours well 
alone. The Pragmatic Sanction, breaking Fritz's, Friedrich Wilhelm's, 
Sophie's, Wilhelmina's, English Amelia's and I know not how many 
private hearts, and distracting with vain terrors and hopes the general 
soul of Europe for five-and-twenty years, fell at once into dust and 
vapour, and went wholly towards limbo on the storm-winds, doing 
nothing for or against any mortal. Friedrich Wilhelm's 80,000 well- 
drilled troops remained very actual with their firelocks and iron ramrods, 
and did a thing or two, there being a Captain over them. Friedrich 
Wilhelm's Directorium, well-drilled Prussian Downing Street, every man 
steady at his duty, and no wind to be wasted where silence was better, 
did likewise very authentically remain, — and still remains. Nothing of 
genuine and human that Friedrich Wilhelm did but remained and remains 
an inheritance, not the smaUest item of it lost or loseable ; — and the rude 
foolish Boor-King (singular enough !) is found to be the only one that 
gained by the game.' — 
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CHAPTER IV 

EXCELLENCY HOTHAM QXHTS BERLIN IN HASTE 

While the Camp at Radewitz is dissolviog itself in this 
manner, in the last days of June, Captain Guy Dickens, the 
oracles at Windsor having given him their response as to 
Prince Friedrich'^s wild project, is getting under way for Berlin 
again, — whither also Hotham has returned, to wait for 
Dickens's arrival, and directly thereupon come home. Dickens 
is henceforth to do the British Diplomacy here, any Diplomacy 
there can well be ; Dickens once installed, Hotham wiU, right 
gladly, wash his hands of this N^otiation, which he considers 
to be as good as dead for a longish while past. Urst, how- 
ever, he has one unexpected adventure to go through in 
Berlin ; of most unexpected celebrity in the world : this once 
succinctly set forth, Histoiy will dismiss him to the shades of 
private life. 

Guy Dickens, arriving we can guess about the 8th or 9th 
of July, brings two important Documents with him to Berlin. 
Firstf the English Response (in the shape of * Instructions * to 
himself, which may be ostensible in the proper quarter) in re- 
gard to the Crown-Princess project of flight into England. 
Response which is no other than might have been expected in 
the circumstances : * Britannic Majesty sorry extremely for the 
Crown-Princess situation ; ready to do anything in reason to 
alleviate it. Better wait, however: Prussian Majesty will 
surely perhaps relent a little : then also the afiairs of Europe 
are in a ticklish state. Better wait. As to that of taking 
temporary refuge in France^ Britannic Majesty thinks that 
will require a mature deliberation (mitre diUbhration). Not 
even time now for inquiry of the French Court how they 
would take it ; which his Britannic Majesty thinks an indis- 
pensable preliminary,^ — and so terminates. The meaning, we 
perceive, is in sum : * Hm, you won^t, surely ? Don^t ; at 
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Imst Don't vet !^ But Dryasdust, and any readen who have 



patience, can here take the Original Fkper ; which is written 
in FVeiKh (or Frendi of Stratford at the Bow)^ probably that 
the CVown-Frinoe, if needful, might himself ruul it, one of 
lh(ci>e davs : 




i^^ JMtmt pmarrmii immer am Prb9e§ Im a$9urvnee9 let phti 
^i^rPm 4f h nm ^ M mi m pm k Roi a im iriaU Hoi a&ilm trowfe, ei du dimr 
9tms%^4tSik M^fmtf 4t e mi K^ m rir partmU ce fidd^pendra ^tUe A ten Hrtr. 
Jf, t;«9r Ak-Amt pemrreii An eemmuni qt ur ea m^ teme lee BuhnetUmi 
A«^kw i M * mw u r Beikmm' (oar Answer to the Ontnigeoiis propontioni, 
vkK^ Mtt^Hinl* to nothu^Ti uidiiuiybe spered the reader)^ ^eihdmarfuer 
fm'm «mitl imt itteptrer fue Sa MaJetU Prueemme «• r^fueeraU pae oa 
■w«J»# 1^ eewfUpter im peu phu en dHail qu'elie n'a JaU juequ'ieL Qk'm 
e mn A m t W $mim fm ctiie m^geeiaHon paurraii avoir, Sa Mt^'eeU eteU 
4t*rif im k IVimv /hmk hiem de 4\flhrer urn pen fesicuHan de eon deeeein 
H'^Hmu : sW Ai eihtoHon ei^ lee ^fkiree de f Europe ee trouvaunt done ee 
i M wi ^ ^l 4rH.Sf 11^ me pareieeaU pae propre d f execution ttun deeeein de eette 
tM^*Y : sW pimr <e pri tet de riniention oH le Prince a iimoigni (tre, de ee 
f^^nf*^ «r^ ^v^Hv, :^ MfVtett croit qu'elie demande une mure d^kb^ration, 
Mi^k$*<f% J* ft^-^ qui rtste ne promet pae mhne qu'on puieee e'iT^ormer 
^ ,v ^Kir 44 iVirr d^ hynnee pourrait peneer id-deeeue; dont 8a JUaJeeti 
r>v«(Mtf MytptHJjHi eSet»iument ntcreeaire de taeeurer, awmt de pauwir 
^>mm'^i>f*' i NN Vrince qui iui eet ei cker de ee retirer en ce paye Id.' i 

'I1u* w IXvunient Fir*t ; of no concernment to Hotham at 
thi* »t<^^ ; Init i^xlv to us and our Crown-Prince. Document 
\,\>^^« \ft\HiKl at one time have much interested Hotham : it 
i* IH* %*tluT thiui a iinunkow Original seized at St. Mary Axe^ 
»^i\^\ as Uothaiu wuv $^iliciteil« * strong enough to break Gnim- 
|<o>*V Wk/ Hotham now scarcely hopes it will be * strong 
i^woiii;:^ ' No iikitt^r; he presents it as bidden. On intro- 
duxuv^ IWA^w a* «u\vssor^ Monday 10th July, he puts the 
lVvu»uH)t into his IVus^^iaii Majesty's hand : and — the result 
wa» uiwxt uiwvj^^vxl ! Hoiv is Hotham's Despatch to Lord 

^ )Ns^««M\^ IV«4vk:\^yv^ \^^l, \li« : No date or signamre ; boand-ttp along with 
UA^Mmt^^^"** \Vi*^>«K*^» • \V«v?*^.>» Axh June * (ist July) ' I730,*-k)xi the morrow 
W ^h\^h>lM ^>^ w*^^ ^iKT i^A}>;ain Dickens took the road for Berlin again,— 
II ^v >fcv A\^*^'«*^^^»b' li^e him on Monday loch July, probably a n^ht or two 
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Harrington; which it will be our briefest method to give, 
with some minimmn of needful explanation intercalated here 
and there: 



* To the Lord Harrington (from Sir Charles Hotham) 

« Berlin, 30th June (Uth July) 1730. 

* Mt Lobd^ — ^Though the conduct of his Prussian Majesty has heen 
Buch^ for some time past, that one ought to he surprised at nothing he 
does, — ^it is nevertheless with great concern that I now hare to acquaint 
your Lordship with an extraragancy of his which happened yesterday^ 
Monday 10th July 1730. 

' The King of Prussia had appointed me to he with him about noon^ 
with Captain €ruy Dickens ' (who has just returned from England^ on 
what secret message your Lordship knows !). — ' We both attended his 
Prussian Majesty^ and I presented Captain Guy Dickens to him^ who 
delivered hia credentials : after which the King talked to us a quarter 
of an hour about indifferent matters. Seeing him in a very good 
humour^ I took that opportunity of telling him, ''That as General 
Grumkow had denied his having held a Secret Correspondence with 
Reichenbach^ or having written the Letters I had some time ago de- 
livered to his Majesty, I was now ordered by the King my Master to put 
into lus hands an Original Letter of General Grumkow." ' — 

— ^Where is that Original Letter ? ask some minute readers. 
Minute readers, the tpstssimum corpus of it is lost to mankind. 
Official Copy of it lies safe here in the State-Paper Office 
(Prussian Despatches, volume xli ; without date of its own, 
but near a Despatch dated 20th June 1780); has, adjoined 
to it, an Autograph jotting by George Second to the effect, 
^Yes, send it,' and idso some preliminary scribbles by New- 
castle, to the like purport. No date of its own, we say, 
though, by internal evidence and light of Fasmnann^ it is 
conclusively dateable * Berlin, SOth May,* if anybody cared to 
date it. The Letter mentions lightly that ^pretended dis- 
covery * (the St.-Mary-Axe one, laid on the table of Tobacco- 
Parliament, 6th May or soon after), * innocent trifles all / 
wrote; hope you burnt them, nevertheless, according to 

* P-404- 
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To kU Majetty the King of PnuHa 

* SiRB^ — It is with the liveliest grief that I find myself under the 
necessity^ — after what has passed today at the audience I had of your 
Majesty, where I neither did nor said anything in regard to that Letter 
of Monsieur Grumkow's or to putting it into your Majesty's hands^ that 
was not hy my Master's order^— it is, I say^ Sire, with the liveliest grief 
that I am obliged to inform your Majesty of the necessity there lies on 
me to despatch a Courier to London to apprise the King my Master of an 
incident so surprising as the one that has just happened. For which 
reason I heg (ntpplie) your Majesty will be pleased to cause the necessary 
Orders for Post-horses to be furnished me, not only for the said Courier, 
but also for myself, — since, after what has just happened, it is not 
proper for me to prolong my stay here (/aire un phu long s^our id), I 
have the honour to be, jour Majesty's Stc Stc Ac 

'Chablbb Hotham.' 

' About two hours afterwards. General Borck came to me ; and told 
me He was in the utmost affliction for what had happened ; and be- 
seeched me to have a little patience, and that he hoped means would be 
found to make-up the matter to me. Afterwards he communicated to 
me, by word of mouth, the Answer the King of Prussia had given to the 
last Orders I had received by Captain Guy Dickens,' — Orders, '' Come 
home immediately," to which the '' Answer" is conceivable. 

' I told him that, after the treatment I had received at noon, and the 
affront put upon the King my Master's character, I could no longer re- 
ceive nor charge myself with anything that came from his Prussian 
Majesty. That as to what related to me personally, it was very easily 
made-up ; but having done nothing but in obedience to the King my 
Master's orders, it belonged to him only to judge what satisfaction was 
due for the indignity offered to his character. Wherefore I did not look 
upon myself as authorised to listen to any expedients tiU I knew his 
Majesty's pleasure upon the matter. 

'In the evening. General Borck wrote a Letter to Captain Guy 
Dickens and two to me, the Copies of which are enclosed,* — fear no^ 
reader ! ' The purport of them was to deore That I would take no farther 
notice of what had happened, and that the King of Prussia desired I would 
come and dine with him next day.' — ^Engaged otherwise, your Majesty, 
next day ! ' The Answer to these Letters I also enclose to your Lord- 
ship,' — reader not to be troubled with it. 'I excused myself from Hiniy ig 
with the King of Prussia, not thinking myself at liberty to appear any 
more at Court till I received his Majesty's,' my own King's, 'commands, 
and told General Borck that I looked upon mjraelf as indispensably 




266 SHIPWRECK OF DOUBLE-MARRIAGE [BK. vu. 

{toth July ins 

obliged to acquaint the King mj Muter iHtfa eveiythiog^ that had pMBed, 
it being- to iio purpose to think of concealing it, since the thing ww 
already become public, and would soon be knoim in all the Courte of 

'This, my Lord, is the true state of this unaccountahle accident. Vou 
will see, by General Borek'a Letter, that the King of Frusaia, being no* 
returned to his sensea, is himself convinced of the eztraragancy of thtc 
proceeding ; and was very desirous of having it concealed ; — which wai 
impowible ; for tlie whole Town knew it an hour after it had happened. 

'Aa to my ovn part, I am nut a little concerned at this onfartnuatB 
incidenL As it was impossible to foreeee this fit of madnesa in the King 
of Prussia, tliere was no guarding against it : and after it had happened, 
I thought 1 could do no letM than resent it in the manner 1 have done,— 
without prostituting the character with which the King has been pleased 
to honour me. I hope, however, this affair will be attended with no ill 
consequences : for the King of Prussia himself is at present so aahamed 
of his behaviour, that he says. He will order Count Degenfeld' (Gnf von 
Degenfeld, going at a leisurely pace to remove NmU from his perch 
among you) ' ' to hasten his journey to England, with orders to endeavour 
to nuke-np tha aAlr Immedistely. 

'As I had already leorived the King's Ordan, by CiqrtsinGiij Dldtm, 
To retom home forthwith, I thought, after what had happened, tha 
Booner I left this place the better ; and the nther becauae it mi^t he 
proper I should make a report of it to hia Majeaty. I shall therefcws Mt 
out a few hours after this Messenger ; and will make all the exgeditioa 

'The King of Pmsma set* ont for Anspttch on Saturday next,' — llA 
July is Tuesday, Saturday nest will be ISth July, which piovee corraeL' 
' I am, with the utmost respect. My Lord, Your Lordship's moat obedient 
and most humble servant Chablss HorsaM.** 

No soooer waa the door slammed-to than his Majesty 
b^an to repent At sight of the demand fw Post-honM, 
he repented bitterly ; sent Borck to ask Hotham to dinner, 
with what saccesa we have seen. Sent Borck to n^otiate, to 
correspond, to consult with Dickens, to do hia utmost in paci- 
fying Hotham. All which Correspondoice exists, but is not 
worth giving. Borck''B remonstrances are in rugged st^dier- 
like style, full of earnestness and friendliness. Do not wrecJi, 

k ' Snpii, p. 339. ■ Fsntnami, p. 410. 

» * State-hper Office : Prasian Despatdies, vol. sU. 
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upon trifles, a noble interest we have in common ; King is 
jealous about foreign interference with his Ministers, but 
meant nothing ; I tell you it is nothing ! — Hotham is polite, 
good-tempered ; but remains inflexible : With myself, on my 
own score, it were soon settled, or is already settled ; but with 
the King my Master, — no expedient but post-horses ! The 
Diplomatist world of Berlin is in a fuss ; Queen Sophie and 
^ the Minister of Denmark,^ with other friendly Ministers, how 
busy! ^All day,^ this day and the next, ^they spent in 
comings and goings ; ^ ^ advising Hotham to relent : Hotham 
could not relent. The Crown-Frince himself writes, urged by 
a message fix>m his Mother; Crown-Frinoe sends Katte off 
fix>m Potsdam with this Billet ' (if this be a correct copy to 
translate fix>m) 

To his ExceUefwy Monsieur the Chevalier Hotham 

'Potodam, Uth July 1730. 
* MoNsnuB^ — Having learned by M. de Leavener,' the Danish Minister, 
a judicious well-affected man^ 'what the King my Father^s ultimate 
intentions are, I cannot doubt but you will yield to his desires. Think, 
Monsieur^ that my happiness and my Sister's depend on the resolution 
you shall take, and that your answer will mean the union or the disunion 
forever of the two Houses ! I flatter myself that it will be &vourable, 
and that you will yield to my entreaties. I never shall forget such a 
service, but recognise it all my liie by the most perfect esteem,' with 
which I now am, Twt d vout, FKkakBio.' 

This Billet Katte delivers : but to this also Hotham 
remains inexorable ; polite, hopeful even : No hann will come ; 
D^enfeld will go, I myself will help when at home ; but for 
the present, no resource but post-horses! Which they at 
last yield him, the veiy post-horses ready to weep. 

And so Hotham, spirited judicious English gentleman, rolls 
off homewards,* a few hours after his Courier, — and retires 

^ Wilhelmina, L 239, 23a * IbkL L 25a 

* < Wednesday,' I2kh (Dickens). 
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honoiiimbly into the thadet of prifsto life^ stesdj tliae tfamee- 
forth. He has not been imniftd in Berlin : mreij Ui 
Negotieti<m is now oul in all mannsr of aenses f Ijoiig i^ 
(to nse our fonner ignoble figue) ha had 'laid-down the 
bellows, though thae was still snMoke tsaceaUe*: but now, 
by this Gramkow Letter, be has, as it were^ etmok fhe pofar 
throogh the bonness; and that dangerous manoBone^ net 
proving soooessfol, has been Iktal and final I Queen Sophie 
and oertain others may still flatbor tbemselvee; bat it ii 
evident the Nqpytiation is at last eompkte. What may Us 
in flight to Kn^and and rash deqierate meesores, widdi Qneoi 
Sophie trembles to think of, we do not know : but bjr iqpdar 
nq^tistion this thing can never be^ 

It is darkly apprdiended the Crown-Frinoe still medi Ul ei 
Flight ; the matonal heart and Wilhdminali are grieved to 
see lieutenant Katte so much in his confidence,— could wiih 
him a wiser counsellor in such predicaments and emergencies ! 
Katte is greatly flattered by the Princess confidence; even 
brags of it in society, with his foolish loose tongue. Poor 
youth, he is of dissolute wajrs ; has plenty of ^ unwise intellect,^ 
little of the * wise ^ kind ; and is still umier the years of dis- 
cretion. Towards Wilhelmina there is traceable in him 
something, — something as of almost loving a bright particular 
star, or of thrice-privately worshipping it for his own behoof 
And Wilhelmina, during the late Badewitz time, when 
Mamma ^gave four Apartments (or Royal Soir^) weekly,^ 
was severe upon him, and inaccessible in these Court Soir^ 
A rash young fool ; carries a loose tongue : — still worse, has a 
Miniatiune, recognisable as Wilhelmina ; and would not give it 
up, dther for the Queens's Majesty or me ! — * Thousand and 
thousand pardons. High Ladies both ; my loose tongue shall 
be locked : but these two Miniatures, the Prince and Princess 
Royal, I copied them firom two the Prince had lent me and 
has got back, ask me not for these; — ^never, oh, I cannot 
ever I ^— -Upon which Wilhelmina had to take a high attitude, 
%nd pass him speechless in the Soirees. The foolish follow : 
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— and yet one is not heartily angry either; only reserved 
in the Soir^ ; and anxious about one^s Brother in such 
hands. 

Friedrich Wilhelm repents much that Hotham explosion ; 
is heard saving that he will not afindn treat in person with any 
Envoy from fordgn parts, bdngTtoo hot te^, but wiU 
leave his Ministers to do it.^ To Queen Sophie he says coldly, 

< Wilhelmina^s marriage, then, is off; an end to ii, Abb^ 
of Herford ^ (good Protestant refuge for unprovided Females of 
Quality, which is in our gift), ^ let her be Abbess there ; ^ — 
and writes to the then extant Abbess to make Wilhelmina 

< Coadjutress,^ or Heir- Apparent to that Chief-Nunship ! 
Nay what is still more mortifying, my Brother says, * On the 
whole, I had better, had not I ? ^ The cruel Brother ; but 
indeed the desperate ! — For things are mounting to a pitch 
in this Household. 

Queen Sophie^s thoughts, — ^they are not yet of surrender ; 
that they will never be, while a breath of life is left to Queen 
Sophie and her Project : we may fancy Queen Sophie^s mood. 
Nor can his Majesty be in a sweet temper ; his vexations lately 
have been many. First, England is now off, not off-and-on as 
formerly: that comfortable possibility, hanging alweys in 
one^s thoughts, is fairly gone ; and now we have nothing but 
the Kaiser to depend on for Jiilich and Berg, and the other 
elements of our salvation in this world ! Then the St.-Mary- 
Axe discoveries, harassing shadows of suspicion that will rise 
from them, and the unseemly Hotham catastrophe and one^s 
own blame in it ; Womankind and Household still virtually 
rebellious, and all things going awry ; Majesty is in the worst 
humour ; — bullies and outrages his poor Crown-Prince almost 
worse than ever. There have been rattan-showers, hideous to 
think of, descending this very week ' on the fine head, and far 
into the high heart of a Royal Young Man ; who cannot, in 
the name of manhood, endure, and must not, in the name of 

^ Dickens's Despatch, Berlin, 226. July (n.s.) 173a 
* Guy Dickens's Despatch, x8th July 175a 
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Crown-Prince does not give it up a whit ; whether he delays 
it, we shall see. 

A busy week for the Crown-Prince and Katte^ this of the 
Hotham Catastrophe; who have many consultations, the 
Journey to Anspach being on Saturday next ! Crown-Prince 
has given him in keeping a writing-case with private letters ; 
1,000 ducats of money, money raised by loan, by picking 
jewels off some miniatures of honour, and the like sore methods. 
Katte has his very coat, a gray topcoat or travelling roquelaure, 
in keeping ; — and their schemes are many. Off we must and 
will be, by some opportunity. Could not Katte get a 
* Recruiting Furlough,^ leave to go into the Reich on that score ; 
and join one there ? Lieutenant Keith is at Wesel ; ready, 
always ready. Into France, into Holland, England ? If the 
English would not, — there is war to be in Italy, say all the 
Newspapers : why not a campaign as Volunteers in Italy, till 
we saw how matters went? Anything and all things are 
preferable to ignominy like this. No dog could endure it ! — 



CHAPTER V 

JOURNEY TO THE REICH 

On Saturday the 16th July 1780, early in the morning as 
his wont was, Friedrich Wilhelm, with a small train of official 
military persons, rolled-off fix>m Potsdam, towards Leipzig, on 
that same journey of his, towards Anspach and the Reich. To 
Anspach, to see our poor young daughter, lately married there ; 
therefrom we can have a run into the Reich, according to 
circumstances. In this wide route there lie many Courts and 
scenes, which it might behove us to look into ; Courts needing 
to be encouraged to stand for the Kaiser^s rights, against those 
English, French and intrusive Foreigners of the Seville Treaty. 
We may hope at least to ease our own heavy mind, and have 
the chaff somewhat blown out of it, by this rushing through the 
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open atmo8plme._St]di, so fiur as I on grthsr, were fUsdricfa 
^^Ihelm^s objects in this Jonrnejr; whi<£ turnuBd-oat to be a 
more odebmted one than he eqmtod. Hie anthentio reorads 
of it are slight, the ranumxs about it hare been manj.^ After 
painftil sifting thrang^ moimtains of dost and ashes for a poor 
cinder of a &ct here and there» oar duty is^ to tell the English 
VBider one good time^ idiat eertainties, or available dndeESy 
hare anywhere tamed xxp. 

Crown-Prince Friedridiy it has been decided, after aome 
consultation, shall go with lus Majesty. Better he go with aS| 
to be under our own eyes, lest he run away, or do other 
mischief. Old General Buddenbrodc, old Colonel Waldan, 
and Lieutenant-Colonel Bodiow travd in the same canriage 
with the Prince ; are to keq> a strict watdi over him, one of 
them at least to be always by him. Old General Boddenbrodk, 
a grim but human old military gentleman, who has been in 
all manner of wars : he fought at Steenkirk even, and in the 
Siege of Namur, under Dutch William ; stood, through Mal- 
plaquet and much else, under Marlborough ; did the Si^e of 
Stralsund too, and descent on Rugen there, which was not his 
first acquaintance with Earl of Sweden; and is a fieivourite 
old friend of Friedrich Wilhelm'*s. A good old gentleman, 
though very strict ; now hard on sixty. He is chief of the 
Three, 

Old Waldau, not younger, though still only Colonel of 
Horse, likewise celebrates the Malplaquet anniversary; a 
Pomeranian man, and silent smoker in the Tabagie, well seen 
by the master there. To these two elderly authorities, 
lieutenant-Colonel Rochow, still only about forty, and probably 
sharper of eye, is adjoined as active partner. I conclude, the 
Prince and Buddenbrock ride face forward ; Buddenbrock can 
tell him about so many things, if he is conversable : about 

^ Fdnter (iiL i-xi) contains Seckendorfs Narrative, as sent to Vienna; Preusi 
(iv. 470), a Prussian RtkUio $x AcHs : these are the only two crigmal pieces 
whidi I have seen ; Excerpts of others (correct donbtless, but not in a very 
distinct condition) occur in Ranke, i. S94-34a 
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Dutch William ; about Charles xn., whose Polish fights he 
witnessed, as an envoy from Berlin, long ago. A Colonel 
Erocher, I find, is general manager of the Journey ; — and it 
does not escape notice that Friedrich, probably out of youthful 
curiosity, seems always very anxious to know, to the uttermost 
settled point, where our future stages are to be. His Royal 
Highness laid-in a fair stock of District Maps, especially of 
the Bhine Countries, at Leipzig, too;^ and is assiduous in 
studying them,— evidently veiy desirous to know the face of 
Grermany, the Bhine Countries in particular ? 

Potsdam, Wittenberg, Leipzig, the wheels rush rapidly on, 
stage succeeding stage ; and early in the afternoon we are at 
Leipzig,^ — ^never looking out at Luther^s vestiges, or Earl v.'*s, 
or thinking about Luther, which thou and I, good English 
reader, would surely have done, in crossing Wittenberg and 
the birthplace of Protestantism. At Leipzig we were thinking 
to have dined. At the Peter^s Grate there, — ^where at least 
fresh horses are, and a topographic Crown-Prince can send 
hastily to buy maps, — a Greneral Hopfgarten, Commandant of 
the Town, is out with the military honours ; he has, as we 
privately know, an excellent dinner ready in the Pleissenburg 
Fortress yonder,' — ^but he compliments to a dreadful extent ! 
Harangues and compliments in no end of florid inflated 
tautologic ornamental balderdash; repeating and again 
repeating. What a never-imagined honour it is ; in particular 
saying three times over. How the Majesty of Saxony, King 
August, had he known, would have wished for wings to fly 
hither ; and bowing to the very ground, ^ as if, in the Polish 
manner, he wished to dasp your feet,^ said Friedrich Wilhelm 
afterwards. I can fancy Friedrich Wilhelm somewhat startled ! 
How, at the first mention of this idea of big August, with his 
lame foot, taking wing, and coming like a gigantic partridge, 
with lame foot and cocked-hat, Friedrich Wilhelm grinned. 
How, at the second mention, and Polish threat of your feet, 
Friedrich Wilhelm, who hates all lies, and cares not for 

^ FSntery ili 9. * Map, p. 312. * Fassmann, p. 41a 
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tfthitalMM tt tbe Mffcil-phffi!^ joks hi—rlf impsliaitiy and 
aim kii fwt At «be lldid montiom <ter it fa, Bciedri A 
¥niMn utten tbe vwd, •Jmfmmem^ Homt I""— and m way 
tnltti tekn to tbe void ^gidii ; lumgiy indeedy bafc sUll oifpMr; 
Wvru^ H«|%irlai bnt into the shape of a paiabdiip and lifa 
(mad diuMT cooGnf ftttil% in what txagic hnmonr ne cut 
toaniMi^ Whj has no Proiiian Painter done that aooM? 
Let aanthnr Cho d ofwiecki, when another corner ttj wlvther 
tocMmot ^^ 

Dfiedhidi WUhdm legretled the dinner^ regretted to hurt 
thi good man^t feelingi ; but eould stand it no logger. He 
mdMs off for Mea8elwiti» where Seckendor^ wilii at least 
iBmnr^ and some ccdd collation instead of dinner^ fa awaiting 
hte. Twenty miles off fa Meuselwits; np the flat Talkj of 
the Flefase River towards Altenboig; through a icgion 
memorable^ were we not so hungry. Famed fij^ts have had 
their arena here ; Liitzen, the top of its church-steeple visible 
on your right, it fa there where the great Gustavus fell two 
hundred years ago: on that wide champaign, a kind of 
Bullring of the Nations, how many fights have been, and will 
be ! Altenburg one does not see to-night : happy were we 
but at Meusdwitz, a few miles nearer, and had seen what 
dinner the old Feldxeugmeister has. 

Dinner enough, we need not doubt. The old Feldaeug^ 
meister has a big fine Schloss at Meusdwitz ; hfa by unexpected 
inheritance ; with uncommonly fine gardens ; with a good old 
Wife, moreover, blithe though diildless ; — and he fa capable 
of ^ lighting more than one candle^ when a Elng comes to vimt 
him. Doubtless the man hurfa hfa thrift into abeyance ; and 
blazes-out with conspicuous splendour, on this occasimi. A 
beautiful Castle indeed, thfa Meusdwitz of hfa ; the towers of 
Altenbuig visible in the dfatance ; Altenburg, where Kunz von 
KauflFungen stole the two little Princes, centuries ago ; — where 
we do not mean to pause at thfa time. On the morrow mom* 
unless they diose to stay over Sunday, which I cannot 

^ Fasaoouin, p, 4x1. 
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affirm or deny, — Seckendorf also has made his packages ; and 
joins himself to Friedrich Wilhehn^s august travelling party. 
Doing here a portion of the long space (length of the 
Terrestrial Equator in all) which he is fieited to accomplish in 
the way of riding with that Monarch. 

From Meuselwitz, through Altenburg, Gera, Saaifeld, to 
Coburg, is our next day'^s journey. Up one fork of the 
Leipzig Pleisse, then across the Leipzig Elster, these streams 
now dwindling to brooks ; leading us up to the water-shed or 
central Hill-countries between the Mayn and Saale Rivers; 
where the same shower will run partly, on this hand, north- 
ward, by the Elster, Pleisse or other labyrinthic course, into 
the Saale, into the Elbe ; and partly, on the other hand, will 
flow southward into the Mayn ; and so, after endless windings 
in the Fir Mountains {FickUUGdnrge^ get by Frankfurt into 
the Bhine at Mainz. Mayn takes the south end of your 
shower; Saale takes the north,— or farther east yonder, 
shower will roll down into the same grand Elbe-river by the 
Mulde (over which the Old Dessauer is minded to build a new 
stone bridge ; Wallenstein and others, as well as Time, have 
ruined many bridges there). That is the line of the primeval 
mountains, and their ever-flowing rain-courses, in those parts. 

At Gkra, dim old Town, — does not your Royal Highness 
well know the ^ Grera Bond {GeraMie Verfrag) ^ ? Duhan did 
not foiget to inform you of that ? It is the comer-stone of 
the House of Brandenburg'*s advancement in the world. Here, 
by your august ancestors, the Law of Primogeniture was 
settled, and much rubbish was annihilated in the House of 
Brandenburg: Eldest Son always to inherit the Electorate 
unbroken; after Anspadi and Baiieuth no more apanages, 
upon any cause or pretext whatsoever ; and these themselves 
to lapse irrevocable to the main or Electoral House, diould 
they ever fedl vacant again. F^e fruit of the decisive sense 
that was in the Hohenzollems ; of their fine talent for 
annihilating rubbish, — ^which feat, if a man can do it, and 
keep doing it, will more than most others accelerate his course 
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years more to come; till, in 1786, ^ S06 Conchua being 
given,^ they do end, and leave the Saalfelders in peaceable 
possession ; who continue so ever since to this day.^ How 
long his Majesty paused in that Schloss of Saalfeld, or what 
he there did, or what he spake, — except perhaps encourage 
Christian Ernst to stand-by a Kaiser^s Majesty against these 
French insolences, and the native Grerman, Spanish, English 
derelictions of duty, — ^we are left to the vaguest guess of 
fancy. And must get on to Coburg for the ni^t. 

At Coburg, in its snug valley, under the FeHunff or HiU 
Castle, — ^where Martin Luther sat solitary during the Diet of 
Augsburg (Diet known to us, our old friend Margraf George 
of Anspach hypothetically * laying his head on the block * 
there, and the great Kaiser, Earl v., practically burning day- 
light, with pitiable spilling of wax, in the Corpu9-ChriHi 
procession there),' — ^where Martin Luther sat solitary, and 
wrote that celebrated Letter about ^ Crows holding their 
Parliament all round,^ and how < the PUlars of the world were 
never seen by anybody, and yet the world is held up, in these 
dumb continents of space ^ ; — at Coburg, we will not doubt, 
his Majesty found Franz Josias at home, and illuminated to 
receive him. Franz Josias, a hearty man of thirty-five, he too 
will stand by the Kaiser in these coming storms ? With a 
weak contingent truly, perhaps some score or two of fighters : 
but many a little makes a mickle! — ^remark, however, two 
points, of a merely genealogical nature. First that Franz 
Josias has, or rather is going to have, a Younger Son,' who 
in some sixty years hence will become dreadfully celebrated in 
the streets of Paris, as < Austrian Coburg.^ The Austrian 
Coburg of Robespierre and Company, An immeasurable 
terror and portent, — ^not much harm in him, either, when he 
actually comes, with nothing but the Duke of York and 
Dunkirk for accompaniment, — to those revolutionary French 
of 1792-4. This is point fr'st. Point second is perhaps still 

^ Carlyle's Miuillamis, m | Fnmmrtmkn ' Antca, voL L p. aoo» 

* Friedrkb Jooat : I737-I8z5. 
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intaresting ; this namely: Tliat Vrtaa Josias has an 
EUesk Son (boy of six when Friedrich Wilhelm makes his 
nutX — i^ GiAMDsoM^s GsAHDsoii of whom is, at this day. 
Prince of Wales amoiig the English People, and to me a 
fttbject of intense leflecticm now and then ! — 

Ftvim Coburg, Itiedrich Wilhelm, after pause again 
nnknown* rushed on to Bambeig ; new scenes and ever new 
opming on the eyes of our yoong Hero and his Ripa. Hie 
course is down the valley of the Itz, one of the many little 
valleys in the big slope of the Rodach ; for the waters are 
now turned, and aU streams and brooks are gurgling incessantly 
towards the Mayn. Towards Frankfurt, Mains^ and the 
Rhine, — far enough from the Saale, Mulde, <nr the Old 
Dessauer^s Bridge today ; towards Rotterdam and the utter- 
most Dutch swamps today. Near upon Bamberg we cross 
the Mavn itself; Red Mayn and White conjoined, coming 
from l\ilnibach and Baireuth, — ^mark that, your Highness. 
A ct)untry of pleasant hills and vines : and in an hour hence, 
thwnigh thick fir-woods, — each side of your road horribly 
diHi^kcd with gibbetetl thieves swinging aloft,^ — ^you arrive at 
l)anilH>rg« chief of Bishoprics, the venerable town ; whose 
llisliopt fanuius in old times, is like an Archbishop, and * gets 
hiii jmllium direct from the Pope,' — ^much good may it do 
him ! • U Iwund, however, to give-up his Territory, if the 
Kaiitcr elcctwl is landless," — far enough from likely now. And 
mi vou an* at last fairly in the Mayn Valley ; River Mayn 
\imA( a 111 tic step to north ; — long course and many wide 
wimlinp Mwccn you and Mainz or Frankfurt, not to speak 
of Uottonlanu and the ultimate Dutch swamps. 

At lUinilH^rg whv should a Prussian Majesty linger, except 
for pict\m\^iuc or for were baiting purposes ? At Bamberg 
HIV ^'^ rtiiiu fat i^atholic Canons, in indolent, opulent circum- 

'i al ssw ^\ A|^»w» n«!» i* <^ ai«««nt Book from the ' Mttmnrs of PollniU' ; and 
m\ s\Kti^^^\ ^^ «tw Mf^-m. or • Memoirs of Brandenbnig by PoUniU' : 
kvK Ih* ♦HvfUtM^^^ .4 nx^^cncUlurt in that old fool I 
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stances ; and a couple of sublime Palaces, without any Bishop 
in them at present. Nor indeed does one much want Papist 
Bishops, wherever they get their pallium ; of them as well 
keep to windward ! thinks his Majesty. And indeed there is 
no Bishop here. The present Bishop of Bamberg, — one of 
those Von Schonboms, Counts, sometimes Cardinals, common 
in that fistt office, — ^is a Kaiser^s Minister of State ; lives at 
Vienna, enveloped in red tape, as well as red hat and 
stockings; and needs no ezh(Hi;ation in the Kaiser^s fieivour. 
Let us yoke again, and go. — Fir-woods all round, and dead 
malefactors blackening in the wind : this latter point I know 
of the then Bamberg ; and have explanation of it. Namely, 
that the Prince-Bishop, though a humane Catholic, is obliged 
to act so. His small Domain borders on some six or seven 
higger sovereignties; and, being Ecclesiastical, is made a 
cesspool to the neighbouring scoundrelism ; which state of 
things this Prince-Bishop has said shall cease. Young 
Friedrich may look, therefore, and old Friedrich Wilhelm and 
Suite ; and make of it what they can. 

< Bambeig, through Erlangen, to Niimberg ; ^ so runs the 
way. At Erlangen there loiters now, recruiting, a certain 
Rittmeister von Katte, cousin to our Potsdam Lieutenant and 
confidant; to him this transit of the Majesty and Crown- 
Prince must be an event like few, in that stagnant place. 
French Refugees are in Erlangen, busy building new straight 
streets; no University as yet; — ^nay a high Dowager of 
Baireuth is in it, somewhat exuberant Lady (friend Weissen- 
fels^s Sister), on whom Friedrich VtTilhelm must call in passing 
This hi^ Widow of Baireuth is not Mother of the present 
Heir-Apparent there, who will wed our Wilhelmina one 
day : — ah no, his Mother was ^ divorced for weighty 
reasons^ ;^ and his Father yet lives, in the single state; a 
comparatively prosperous gentlanan these four years last past ; 
Successor, since four years past, of this Lady^s Husband, who 
was his Cousin-german. Dreadfully pocn: before that, the 

> Httbner. t i8i. 
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favour, not unmerited I fancy, with the great Kaiser Red- 
beard, and the &ir Heiress of the Vohbuigs; and in fact, 
with the Earth and with the Heavens in some d^ree. A 
loyal, clever, and gallant kind of young fellow, if your Majesty 
will think? Much has grown and waned since that time: 
but the Hohenzollems, ever since, are on the waxing hand; 
— ^unless this accursed Treaty of Seville and these English 
Matches put a stop to them ? 

Alas, it is not likely Friedrich Wilhelm, in the hurry and 
grating whirl of things, had many poetic thoughts in him, 
or pious auroral memories fix>m the Past Ages, instead of 
grumbly dusty provocations from the present, — ^his feeling, 
haste mainly, and need of getting through ! The veiy Crown- 
Prince, I diould guess, was as good as indifferent to this 
antique Cadet of the Hohenzollems ; and looked on Niimberg 
and the old white Castle with little but enmd : the Princess 
of England, and black cares on her beautiful account and his 
own, possess him too exclusively. But in truth we do not 
even know what day they arrived or departed; much less 
what they did or felt in that old City. We know only that 
the pleasant little town of Anspach, with its huge unfinished 
Schlossj lay five-and-thirty miles away ; and that thither was 
the next and quasi-final bit of driving. Southwestward thirty- 
five miles ; through fine summer hills and dales ; climbing 
always, gently, on the southward hand ; still drained by the 
Mayn River, by the Regnitz and other tributaries of the 
Mayn: — half-way is Heilsbronn,^ with its old Monastery; 
where the bones of our Hohenzollem Forefathers rest, and 
Albert Achilles^s 'skull, with no sutures visible.^ On the 
gloomy Church-walls their memorials are still l^ble : as for 
the Monastery itself, Maigraf Geoige, our memorable Refor- 
mation friend, abolished that, — ^purged the monks away, and 

^ Not Hdlbromi, the well-known, much krger Town in Wttrtembeiigy 80 or 
100 miles to wettwud. Both names (which are applied to still other plaoes) 
signify HtaUk-WtU^ or even JSr«{r- ^«^— these two woids, HeaUJ^ and Hofy 
(what is very remarkable), being the same in old Teutonic speech. 
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beautiftil, I hear; still almost young and charming, though 
there is a mortal malady upon her, which she knows of.^ Here 
are certain Seckendorfs too, this is the Feldzeugmeister's 
native country ; — and there are resources for a Royal Travel- 
ling-Party. How long the Royal Party staid at Anspach I 
do not know ; nor what they did there, — except that Crown- 
Prince Friedrich is said to have privately asked the young 
Margraf to lend him a pair of riding-horses, and say nothing 
of it ; who, suspecting something wrong, was obliged to make 
protestations and refuse. 

As to the Crown-Prince, there is no doubt but here at last 
things are actually coming to a crisis with him. To say 
truth, it has been the young man^s fixed purpose ever since 
he entered on this Journey, nay, was ever since that ignominy 
in the Camp of Radewitz, to run away ; — and indeed all this 
while he has measures going on with Eatte at Berlin of the 
now-or-never sort. Rash young creatures, elder of them hardly 
above five-and-twenty yet : not good at contriving measures. 
But what then ? Human nature cannot stand this always ; 
and it is time there were an end of deliberating. Can we 
ever have.such a chance again ? — ^What I find of certain con- 
cerning Friedrich while at Anspach is. That there comes by 
way of Erlangen, guided forward from that place by the Ritt- 
meister von Katte, a certain messenger and message, which 
proved of deep importance to his Royal Highness. The mes- 
senger was Lieutenant Eatte^s servant : who has come express 
from Berlin hither. He inquired, on the road, as he was 
bidden, at Erlangen, of Master^s Cousin, the experienced Ritt- 
meister. Where his Royal Highness at present was, that he 
mi^t deliver a Letter to him P The Master^s Cousin, who 
answered naturally, * At Anspach,^ knew nothing, and naturally 
could get to know nothing, of what the message in this Letter 
was. But he judged, from cross-questionings, added to dim 
whispering rumours he had heard, that it was questionable, 

> PdilnitZy Memoirs and Letttrs, i. 209 (date, 29th September 1729;— needs 
WfoUkif^ bdfore betieiing). 
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probably in an extreme degree. Whcrefixc^ i^lons ^^Hii Uf 
(^u«in the lieutenant^t mfawng e i to Awparhj Uie Rittmcistxr 
forwarded a Note of his own to lieotoiant-Cokxiel Bodiow, 
of this purport, * As a friend, I warn joo, ha^e a w aUiifu l ejfe 
on your hi^ chaige !^ — and, for his own share, detcnnined to 
lc*t nothing eicape him in his ooner <tf the matter. TUi 
note to Ilochow, and the Berlin Letter for the Ckown-Frinoe^ 
rvfu*ii Anspach by the same hand ; lieotenant Eatte*8 ii*j« * i| 
rotmcious of nothing, delivering them both. Bociiow and the 
IliiitncMHtcr, though the poor Prince does not know H, are 
bnMul awake to all movements he and the nsh lieatesDant 
may tnako. 

I Ji*u tenant Katte, in this Letter now arrived, complains: 
* That ho never yet can get lecmiting furlough ; whether it 
Imi l)y accident, or that Rochow has given my Colonel a hint, 
tu) furloiifth yet to be had : will, at worst, come without fur- 
lough luicl in spite of all men and things, whenever wanted. 
( )iily VVenel iitill, if I might advise !^ This is the substance 
of KaiUi^N nieNHAgc by express. Date must be the end of July 
17rt(); but neither Date nor Letter is now anywhere pro- 
ilu«*ibl(«i i*X(Tpt from Hearsay. 

lkH*piy pondering these things, what shall the poor Prince 
cloP From Oanstatt, close by Stuttgard, a Town on our 
honiitwanl route, — from Canstatt, where Katte was to * appear 
In clUgiiiiio/ luul tlic furlough been got, one might have slipt 
away a4*rt>wi the Hills. It is but eighty miles to Strasbuig, 
tlin>ugh ilic« Kniebiss Pass, where the Murg, the Einzig, and 
llici itilrirato winding mountain streams and valleys start 
lihlnci wnnl : a labyrinthic rock-and-forest country, where 
|Mii>iuil or tracking were impossible. Near by Strasburg is 
roniit llotlionburg'« Chateau; good Rothenburg, long Minis- 
{^v III lk«rliii, -wlio saw those Prq/bssetiy or Scavenger-£xecu« 
I liiiium ill l*Vriioh ixwtume long since, and was always good to 
iiiu i iiilglit not that be a method ? Lieutenant Keith indeed 
U III WtwctI, wailing only a signal. Suppose he went to the 
liMKiii>» and took soundings there what welcome we should 
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have ? No, not till we have actually run ; beware of making 
noise! — ^The poor Frinoe is in unutterable perplexity; can 
only answer Katte by that Messenger of his, to the effect 
(date and Letter burnt like the former) : ^ Doubt is on every 
hand; doubt, — and yet certainhf. Will write again before 
undertaking anything."* 

And there is no question he did write again ; more than 
once : letters by the post, which his faithful Lieutenant Katte 
in Berlin received ; one of which, however, stuck on the road ; 
and this one, — ^by some industry of postmasters spirited into 
vigilance, as is likeliest, though others say by mere misaddress- 
ing, by ^ want of Berlin on the address,^ — ^fell into the hands 
of vigilant RitimeUier Katte at Erlangen. Vfho grew pale 
in reading it, and had to resolve on a painful thing ! This 
was, I suppose, among the last Letters of the series; and 
must have been dated, as I guess, about the 29th of July 
1780; but they are now all burnt, huddled rapidly into 
annihilation, and one cannot say ! — 

Certain it is that the Royal Travelling-Farty left Anspach 
in a few days, to go, southward still, ^by the (Ettingen 
Countiy towards Augsburg.^ ^ Feuchtwang (Wet Wang, not 
Diirrwang or Dry Wang) is the first stage; here lives the 
Dowager Margravine of Anspach : here the Prince does some 
inconceivably small fieiult, * lets a knife, which he is handing 
to or from the Serene Lady, fall,^* who, as she is weak, may 
sufier by the jingle ; for which Friedrich Wilhelm bursts out 
on him like the Irish Rebellion, — ^to the silent despair of the 
poor Prince. The poor Prince meditates desperate resolu- 
tions, but has to keep them strictly to himself. 

Doubtless the Buddenbrock Trio, good old military gentle- 
men, would endeavour to speak comfort to him, when they 
were on the road again. Here is Nordlingen, your Highness, 
where Bemhard of Weimar, for his over-haste, got so beaten 
in the Thirty- Years War; would not wait till the Swedes 

> Fanmann, p. 41a 

* lUnke, L 304 (* from a Letter the Prince htd written to Katte'). 
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here was a feat of rtorming done, — ^pang, pang! — sach a 
noise as never jingled on that Hill before: like Doomsday 
come ; and a hero-head to rule the Doomsday, and turn it 
to heroic marching music. A very pretty feat of war, your 
Majesty! His Majesty well knows it; feat of his Marl- 
borough^s doing, famed everywhere for the twenty-six years 
last past ; and will go to see the Schellenberg and its Lines. 
The great Duke is dead four years ; sank sadly, eclipsed under 
tears of dotage of his own, and under human stupidity of 
other men^s ! But Buddenbrock is still living, Anhalt-Dessau 
and others of us are stfll alive a little while ! 

Hochstadt itself, — ^Blenheim, as the English call it, meaning 
BUndheimy the other village on the Field, — ^is but a short way 
up the River ; well worth such a detour. By what way they 
drove to the field of honour and back from it, I do not know. 
But there, northward, towards the heights, is the little wood 
where Anhalt-Dessau stood at bay like a Molossian dog, of 
consummate military knowledge; and saved the fight in 
Eugene^s quarter of it. That is visible enough ; and worth 
looking at. Visible enough the rolling Donau, Marlborough^s 
place ; the narrow ground, the bordering Hills all green at 
this season; — and down old Buddenbrock^s cheek, and An- 
balt\ there would roll an iron tear or two. Augsburg is 
but some thirty miles ofi^, once we are across the Donau^ — 
by the Bridge of Donauworth, or the Ferry of Hochstadt, 
— swift travellers in a long day, the last of July, are soon 
enough at Augsburg. 

As for Friedrich, haunted and whipt onwards by that scene 
at Feuchtwang, he is inwardly veiy busy during this latter 
part of the route. Probably there is some progress towards 
gaining Page Keith, Lieutenant Keith of WeseFs Brother; 
some hope that P^ige Keith, at the right moment, can be 
gained : the Lieutenant at Wesel is kept duly advised. To 
Lieutenant Katte at Berlin Friedrich now writes, I should 
judge from Donauworth or Augsburg, < That he has had a 
scene at Feuchtwang ; that he can stand it no longer. That 
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Ckwtett hang gncn iip» ai Sktte cumot be there to go 
acnHi tfe Fnirhwi with um, we will eodore till we are near 
fnnn|1i the Hhine. Onoe in the Bhinrianri, in some quiet 
Town thoe^ handhr tat Speyetj for Rendi Landan,^ — aaj 
SbidKM. kit sti^ hithowaid of Hciddttieig, but this we 
^ wol write. — ^*thae nd^ it not be? Be» somewhere, it 
daJl and Mt ! Too, Katte, the inrtant joa hear that we 
are«C ifeed iwn towanbtiK Hague; askfor <<M. le Comte 
d^ASMraUe'^: woo wiD know that gentknian when joa see 
Um : Keith, car Wcad fiiend, wiU hare taken the preUminaiy 
^^irT^^rilriy : mnH I tell jwo, Coont dVUbenrille, or news of 
h»k will be there. Bring the greatcoat with you, and the 
either thiz^^ss espedalhr tiv 1,000 gcdd ducats. Coont 
d^AlberriUe at the Hague, if all hare gone ri^^t : — nay if 
anrthhig go wio^g, cannot he, <ince across the Rhine, take 
reftu?^ in the conrents in those Catholic regions ? No- 
K>1t« under the scapulazr, will soqiect such a heretic as him. 



5ii«tK«!« TigiUnoe .' And so adieu ! ^ A letter of such 
(xir|xwi Priedrich did write ; wfaidi Letter, moreover, the 
lieutvtiant Katte reoeired ; it was not this, it was another, 
that stuc^w upon the road, and fell into the Rittmeister's 
hand. *rhi$ is the ^niung Prince's ultiniate fixed project, 
hvxH^t to birth bj that sli^t accident of dropping the 
inifr at Feuchtwang ; ^ and hanging heavy on his mind during 
thi» Ai^Ti^T^r drire. At Augsbuig, furthermore, < he bought, 
in all (wivacv, red dotlu of quantity to make a topcoat ; ^ red, 
the |s:mv K^ing unattainable in Katte's hands : in all privacy ; 
lh\H^ the watchful Rochow had full knowledge of it, all 

th^' MOIMk 

^ iUnke, L 304, 
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CHAPTER VI 

JOURNEY HOMEWARDS FROM THE REICH; CATASTROPHE 

ON JOURNEY HOMEWARDS 

The travelling Majesty of Prussia went diligently up and 
down, investigating ancient Augsburg : saw, I doubt not, the 
Fuggereij or ancient Hospice of the Fuggers, — ^who were once 
Weavers in those parts, and are now Princes, and were known 
to entertain Charles v. with fires of cinnamon, nay, with tran- 
sient flames of Bank-bills on one old occasion. Saw all the 
Fuggeries, I doubt not ; the ancient Luther-and-Melanchthon 
relics, Diet-Halls and notabilities of this renowned Free 
Town ; — perhaps remembered Maigraf Greorge, and loud- 
voiced Kurfurst Joachim with the Bottle-nose (our direct 
Ancestor, though mistaken in opinion on some points !), who 
were once so audible there. 

One passing phenomenon we expressly know he saw; a 
human, not a historically important one. Driving through 
the streets from place to place, his Majesty came athwart 
some questionable quaint procession, ribbony, perhaps musical; 
Majesty questioned it : ^ A wedding procession, your Majesty T 
— ^ Will the Bride step out, then, and let us see how she is 
dressed ! '* * Von Herzen gem ; will have the honour.^ Bride 
stept out, with blushes, — ^handsome we will hope; Majesty 
surveyed her, on the streets of Augsburg, having a human 
heart in him ; and (says Fassmann, as if with insidious in- 
sinuation) ^ is said to have made her a present."* She went 
her way; fulfilled her destiny in an anonymous manner* 
Friedrich Wilhelm, loudly named in the world, did the like ; 
and their two orbits never intersected again. — Some forty- 
five miles south of Augsburg, up the Wertach River, more 
properly up the Mindel River, lies Mindelheim, once a name 
known in England and in Prussia ; once the Duke of Marl- 
borough^s * Principality^: given him by a grateM Easier 

vor^ n. T 
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Joseph ; taken from him by a nec c e iifa io i Feiefir Kaxl, JoeepUi 
Brother, that now ia. I know not if Us M q c alj icmembai 
that tranaaction, now while in these localities; bat know wd^ 
if hs doesi he must think it a shabby one. 

On the same day, 1st Ai^gnst 1780, we qait Angfkmg; 
set out fidriy homewards again. Hie nmbe bends wgslwatd 
this time ; towaids nankfint-on-Mayn ; than jadhts ne ts 
be leady ; and mere sailing thsnoeibrth, gallantly down tin 
Rhine-stream,— audi a yacht-voyage^ hi the nmmer weafkei^ 
with no Tourists yet infestbg itr-to end, hi^ipilj we wffl 
hope^ at Wesel, in the renew of regiments, and oUwr bad- 
ness. First stagey firrt pause, is to be at Lndwigibiifi^ and 
the wicked old Duke of Wiirtembeig'b ; thitiier first fion 
Augsbuig. We cross the Donan at Dillingen, at GKtaubeq^ 
or I know not where ; and by to-monow'b sunset, being rapid 
trayellers, find ourselves at Ludwigsbmg, — dear throogb Chn- 
statt, Stuttgard, and certainly no Katte waiting there ! Safe 
across the intermediate uplands, here are we fisdrly in the 
Neckar Countiy, in the Basin of the Rhine again ; and M 
Duke Eberfaard Ludwig of Wiirtemberg bidding us kindly 
welcome, poor old bewildered creature, who has become the 
talk of Grermany in those times. Will Finglish readers con^ 
sent to a momentary glance into his afiaiis and him? 
Strange things are going on at Ludwigsburg ; nay, the origin 
of Ludwigsburg, and that the Duke should be there and not 
at Stuttgard, is itself strange. Let us take this Ezoerpt, 
headed Ludwig^urg in 1780, and then hasten on : 



Ludwigsburg m 1780 

' Duke Eberhard Ladwig, now an elderly gentleman of fifty-four^ baa 
diatinguialied himielf in hit long reign, not by political obliqnitiea and 
obetinadea, thoagb thoae alao were not wanting, bat by matrimonial and! 
amatory ; whicb bave rendered bim conqdcaoos to bia feUow-ereatorei^ 
and ttill keep bim mentionable in Hiatory, briefly and for a sad reason. 
Duke Eberbard Ladwig was duly wedded to an irreproacbable Princess of 
Baden-Dorlaeb (Jobanna Eliabetb) upwards of ibirty years ago ; and he 
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duly produced one Son in consequence, with other good results to him- 
self and her. But in course of time Duke Eberhard Ludwig took to con- 
sorting with bad creatures ; took, in hct, to swashing about at random in 
the pool of amatory iniquity, as if there had been no law known, or of 
the least validity, in that matter. 

'Peroeiying which, a certain young fellow, Grftveniti by name, who 
had come to him from the Mecklenburg regions, by way of pushing 
fortune, and had got some pageship or the like here in Wurtemberg, 
recollected that he had a young Sister at home ; pretty and artful, who 
perhaps might do a stroke of work here. He sends for the young Sister ; 
very pretty indeed, and a gentlewoman by birth, though penniless. He 
borrows clothes for her (by onerous contract witii the haberdashers, it is 
said, being poor to a degree) ; he easily gets her introduced to the Ducal 
Soixtfes ; bidis her — She knows what to do ? Right well she knows what ; 
catches, with her piquant ftce, the dull eye of Eberhard Ludwig, kindles 
Eberhard Ludwig, and will not for something quench him. Not she at 
all: How can $he; your Serene Highness, ask her not! A virtuous 
young lady, she, and come of a stainless Family 1 — In brief, she hooks, 
she of all the fishes in the pool, this lumber of a Duke ; enchants 
him, keeps him hooked ; and has made such a pennjrworth of him, 
for the last twenty years and more, as Germany cannot match. ^ Her 
brother Graveniti the page has become Count Gr&veniti the prime 
minister, or chief of the Governing Cabal ; she Countess Grftveniti and 
Autocrat of WQrtemberg. Loaded with wealth, with so-called honours, 
she and hers, there go tiiey, flaunting sky-high ; none else admitted to 
more than the liberty of breathing in silence in this Duchy ; — the poor 
Duke Eberhard Ludwig making no complaint ; obedient as a child to the 
bidding of his Gr&veniti. He is become a mere enchanted simulacrum of 
a Duke ; bewitched under worse than Thessalian spells ; without fiMsulty 
of willing, except as she wills ; his People and he the plaything of this 
Circe or Hecate, that has got hold of him. 80 it has lasted for above 
twenty years. Grftveniti has become the wonder of Germany; and 
requires, on these bad grounds, a slight mention in Human History for 
some time to come. Certainly it is by the Grftveniti alone that Eber- 
hard Ludwig is remembered: and yet, down since Ulrich with the 
Thumb,' which of those serene abstruse Beutelsbachers, always an abs- 
truse obstinate set, has so fixed himself in your memory ? — 

' Most persons in WQrtemberg, for quietus sake, have complied with the 
Grftveniti ; though not without protest, and sometimes spoken protest 
Thus the Right Reverend Osiander (let us name Osiander, Head of the 

^ Michadis, ilL 44a 

* Ulricas JWUx [n^ thumb bigger than left) ; died A.D. 1265 (Michaells, iii. 
263). 
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Cb well in Wdrtambeif ) ftiUf nfcnd to krnno Imt 
PnUk Fkmy«n : ''LmotthdalmdffmTedte?'* iM 
W6 not wmj, JhUmr mjirmm mriiK nid tho indtgnnt IVotitint 
And there is one ollier p««Ni tlwt neifer wUl oonplf with lier : tibo lav* 
IblWifeofEberliardLiidwig; Setene Ledy, eiio ha hod > ■ni ewlrtwi 
of H; tho Toiee of her wroiay oadihio, to littio poi f eee ^ thii loi^ whfli^ 
in Hesren end on Burlh. Bnt it to not in the fower of iwa d or 
poniehment to bend her finelo will in the eewntiel point: ''IHton^ 
your HigiineM? When/einliMUidgoilty, yoi. TUl then, 
IHghn eM , nofor^ nofer^** in etwidy a 'm p m i n teno :-<o that hio 
to ffkd to eeeopo ^(ain, end drop tho enlfoet On wUdi tibo Senao Lm^ 
main &Ue eilent Gfivenit% in ftet, hopee olwmye to bo woddod wiA lie 
right, noy^wore it only with tho left hend : end tihto Serene Imij wtamlB 
like a fttafbl monnmont irremovably in the way. Thm Senno Laif 
eteadily inhabiti her own wing of the Doeel Hoaei^ woold not ooBflfame 
it for the Pklaoe of Aladdin ; looke out there open the gnund ntulp^o^ 
high doings^ impare eplendoua of her Doko and hto CMfonilB wtta 
dear^yod aUenoe, whioh eeeme to eay nMUO eloqaenHy tlMn worii^ 
<< Jfene, mene, Yov are weighed I" In tho knd of WOrtomboqiE* « 
under ^e San^ to no reward or pnnieKiment that can abets this aileneiu 
Speak of dlToroe, the answer to as abore : lesTO dlToroe lyings there to 
eUence looking forth deai^yod from that particalar wing of tlie Pldaoa^ 
on things which the gods permit for a time. 

'Clear-eyed silence^ which, as there was no alMiting of it, grew at Isst 
intolerable to the two sinners. " Let ns remove," said the Gfrftvenits, 
'' since her Serene Highness will not : build a new diarming Palaoe,— 
say at our Hunting Seat, among those plessant Hilto in the Wiaihlingen 
region, — and take the Court out thither." And they haye done eo, in 
these late bad years ; taking out with them by degreee all the Coortisr 
Gentry, all the BaUU, Government Boards, publie businesses ; and bnild- 
ing new houses for them, there. ^ Founding, in foct, a second Capital for 
WOrtemberg, with what distress, suliqr misery and disarrangement to 
Stuttgard and the old Capital, readers can foncy. There it standsi, that 
Ludwigsburg, the second Capital of WOrtemberg, some ten or twenty 
miles from Stuttgard the first : a lasting memorial of Ciroe Grftvenits 
and her Lndwig. Has not she, by her incantations, made the stone 
houses dance out hither ? It remains to thto day a plessant town, and 
occasional residence of sovereignly. WaibHngen, within an hour^s ride, 

A ' From 1727 to 1730' was this totter removmL A hunting-lodge, of Eber- 
hsrd Lodwig's building, and named by him Ludmigshuj^ stood liere sioce 1705 ; 
nucleus of the sabsequent palace, with its ' Phemsantries,' its ' Favorites,' etc. 
etc. The ptoce had originilly been monastic (BQschtog, Sn^itekrwOmiif^ ri. 

1519)- 



CHAP. VI,] JOURNEY HOMEWARDS «9« 

itMsth Aug. 1790] 

has fi;ot memorabUily on other grounds ; — ^what reader has not heard 
of GhibeUines, meaning Waiblingens ? And in an another hour up the 
River, you will come to Beutelshach itself, where Ulrich with the Thumb 
had his abode (better luck to him I), and generated this Lover of the 
Gr&venitz, and much other nonsense loud now and then for the last four 
centuries in the world I — 

'There is something of abstruse in all these Beutelsbachers, from 
Ulrich with the Thumb downwards : a mute ennui, an inexorable 
obstinacy ; a certain streak of natural gloom which no illumination can 
abolish. Veracity of all kinds is great in them ; sullen passive courage 
plenty of it ; active courage rarer ; articulate intellect defective : hence 
a strange stiff perversity of conduct visible among them, often marring 
what wisdom they have ; — it is the royal stamp of Fate put upon theee 
men. What are called &teful or fated men ; such as are often seen on 
the top places of the world, making an indifferent figure there. Some- 
thing of this, I doubt not, is concerned in Eberhard Ludwig's fascina- 
tion ; and we shall see other instances fiuther down in this History. 

' But so, for twenty years, the absurd Duke, transformed into a mere 
Porcus by his Circe in that scandalous miraculous manner, has lived ; 
and so he still Uvea And his Serene Wife, equally obstinate, is living 
at Stuttgard, happily out of his sight now. One Son, a weakly man, 
who had one heir, but has now none, is her only comfort His Wife is a 
Prussian Margravine (Friedrich Wilhelm's Haff-Auni), and cultivates 
Calvinism in the Lutheran Country : this Husband of hers, he too has an 
abstruse life, not likely to last We need not doubt *'itie Fates" are 
busy, and the evil demons, with those poor fellow-beings 1 Nay it is 
said the Circe is becoming much of a Hecate now ; if the bewitched 
Duke could see it She is getting haggard beyond the power of rouge ; 
her mind, any mind she has, more and more filled with spleen, malice^ 
and the dregs of pride run sour. A disgusting creature, testifies one £z- 
0£5icial gentleman, once a Hofrath under her, but obliged to run for h£&, 
and invoke free press in his defence : ^ no end to the foul things she will 
say, of an unspeakable nature, about the very Duke her victim, testifies 
this Ez-Ofiidal : malicious as a witch, says he, and as ugly as one in spite 
of paint, — '^ Uwjmnn ten lavement d Mt frouMef." Good Heavens 1 ' 

But here is the august Prussian Travelling-Party : shove 
aside your bewitchments and bewilderments ; hang a decent 

^ ApologU de Monsieur Fontmr de BreiUmhaurgf etc. (PUris, 1716: or *4 
Londres, auz d^na de la Compagnie, 1745'); in Spittler, GtsckkhU WUt^ 
tembergs (SpitUers Wirki^ Stuttgard and Tubingen, 1828; voL v.y, 497-539* 
Michaelis, iiL 428-439, gives (in abstruse Chancery German) a Sequel to this fine 
af&ir of Foratner's. 
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these are their known acts at Ludwigsburg, That the Father 
peisuaded Eberhaid Ludwig of the Griivenitz enormity, and 
that the Son got his red topcoat ready. On Thursday Sd of 
August (late in the afternoon, as I perceive), they, well enter- 
tained, depart towards Mannheim, Eur-Ffalz (Elector Pala- 
tine) old Earl Philip of the Pfalz^s place ; hope to be there 
on the morrow some time, if all go well. Gloomy much 
enlightened Eberhaid takes leave of them, with abstruse but 
grateful feelings ; will stand by the Kaiser, and dismiss that 
Gravenitz nightmare by the first opportunity. 

As accordingly he did. Next Summer, going on a visit 
northward, specially to Berlin,^ he left order that the Grave- 
nitz was to be got out of his sight, safe stowed away, before 
his return. Which by the proper officers, military certain of 
them, was accomplished, — ^by fixed bayonets at last, and not 
without futile demur on the part of the Gravenitz. Poor 
Eberhard Ludwig, * he published in the pulpits. That he was 
now minded to lead a better life,^ — had time now been left 
him. Same year, 1781, November being come, gloomy 
Eberhaid Ludwig lost, not unexpectedly, his one Son, — ^the 
one Grandson was gone long since. The serene steadfast 
Duchess now had her Duke again, what was left of him : but 
he was fallen into the sere and yellow leaf ; in two years more, 
he died childless;' and his Cousin, Karl Alexander, an 
Austrian Feldmarschall of repute, succeeded in Wturtemberg. 
With whom we may transiently meet, in time coming ; with 
whom, and perhaps less pleasantly with certain of his diildren; 
for they continue to this day, — with the old abstruse element 
still too traceable in them. 

Old Karl Philip, Kurfurst of the Pfidz, towards whom 
Friedrich Wilhelm is now driving, with intent to be there 
tomorrow evening, is not quite a stranger to readers here; 
and to Friedrich Wilhelm he is much the reverse, perhaps too 

^ There for some three weeks, ' till 9th June 1731, with a suite of above fifty 
persons' (Fassmann, pp. 421, 432). 
* 3i8t October 1733 : Michaelis, iii. 441. 
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much. TUs IB lie who lan awaj with poor nrinoe Sohieskrt 
Bride from Berliiii at startiog in life ; who fell upon his own 
poor Froteetaat Heiddbafgen end thdr CSraidi of tbe Hidj 
Ghost (being himsdf Fspist, eicr nnee thet sbp on tbe fees 
to his ancestor) ; and who has been in many qnands wHh 
Friedrich Wilhefan and others. A hif^ eqiauife soiveragn 
gentleman, this old Kail Philip ; not» I shrald sappooe^ tiM 
plessantest of men to lodge with. One apprehends^ hs 
cannot be peculiariy well disposed to Friedridi "VinilMhn, altar 
that sad Heidelbeig paaesge of fenoe, twd[?e or eleven yesn 
ago. Not to mention the inextricaUe JUlidi-and-Beqg 
business, which is a standing eo n trove ray between them. 

Poor old Eurfunt, he is now within a yesr of seventy. He 
has had crosses and losses ; terrible csmpaignings against tiM 
Turk, in old times ; and always such a stock of qnands^ at 
home, as must have been still worse to bear. A life of 
perpetual arguing, squabbling and battling,— one^s neighbours 
being such an unreasonable set ! Brabbles about Heidelberg 
Catechism, and Church of the Holy Ghost, so that foreign 
Kings interfered, shaking their whips upon us. Then brabbles 
about boundaries ; about inheritances, and detadied properties 
very many, — clearly mine, were the neighbours reasonable I 
In fact this sovereign old gentieman has been in the Kaiser'^s 
courts, or even on the edge of fight, oftener than most other 
men ; and it is as if that first adventure, of the Sobieski 
wedding turned topsyturvy, had been symbolical of much 
that followed in his life. 

We remember that unpleasant Heidelberg afiiur: how 
hopeful it once looked ; fact done. Church of the Holy Ghost 
fairly ours; your Carpus Evangelicorum fallen quasi-dead; 
and nothing now for it but protooolling by diplomatists, 
pleading in the Diets by men in bombazeen, never like ending 
at all ; — ^.when Friedrich Wilhelm did suddenly end it ; 
suddenly locked up his own Catholic establishments and 
revenues, and quietly inexorable, put the key in his pocket ; 
as it were, drew his own whip, with a * Will you whip iry 
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Jew ?^ — and we had to cower out of the affair, Kaiser himself 
ordering us, in a most humiliated manner! Readers can 
iudge whether Kur-Pfisdz was likely to have a kindly note of 
Friedrich Wilhelm in that comer of his memory. The poor 
man felt so disgusted with Heidelbeig, he quitted it soon 
after. He would not go to Diisseldorf (in the Berg-and- 
Julich quarter), as his Forefathers used to do ; but set up his 
abode at Mannheim, where he still is. Friedrich Wilhelm, 
who was far from meaning harm or insolence in that Heidel- 
berg affair, hopes there is no grudge remaining. But so 
stand the facts: it is towards Mannheim, not towards 
Heidelberg that we are now travelling ! — ^For the rest, this 
scheme of reprisals, or whipping your Jew if you whip mine, 
answered so well, Friedrich Wilhelm has used it, or threatened 
to use, as the real method, ever since, where needful ; and has 
saved thereby much bombazeen eloquence, and confusion to 
mankind, on several occasions. 

But the worst between these two High Grentlemen is that 
Jiilich-and-Berg controversy ; whidi is a sore still running, 
and beyond reach of probable surgery. Old Earl Philip has 
no male Heir ; and is like to be (what he indeed proved) the 
last of the Neuburg Electors Palatine. What trouble there 
rose with the first of them, about that sad business ; and how 
the then Brandenbuiger, much wrought upon, smote the then 
Neuburger across the very face, and drove him into Catho- 
licism, we have not forgotten ; how can we ever ? — It is one 
Hundred and sixteen years since that after-dinner scene ; and, 
O Heavens, what bickering and brabbling and confused nego- 
tiation there has been ; lawyers^ pens going almost continually 
ever since, shadowing-out the mutual darkness of sovereignties ; 
and from time to time the military implements brandishing 
themselves, though loath generally to draw blood! For a 
hundred and sixteen years : — ^but the Final Bargain, lying 
on parchment in the archives of both parties, and always 
acknowledged as final, was to this effect : ^ You, serene 
Neuburg, keep what you have got ; we, serene Brandenbuig 
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the like: Qeve with detadied pertaMnta oun; Jillkli and 
Berg mainly yonri. And let us live in porpetnel amitj on 
that footing. And, note oidy fiuilienmne^ wlin cor UiM fU^ 
tbe whole of fhese fine Dndiies ihali be youn : if your line 
fiuly oun.* That was the plain bargun, done aohmnly in 
1624, and again mora aolemnly and bcoog^t to pavdmMnt 
with ngnatuie in 1666, at Knedrich Wilhelm knowa too 
welL And now the vaj case is about to oocor; tiiia old 
man, diildlen at aeventy, ia the last of the Neabmgk Hajr 
not one reasonably pretend that a baigein ehoold be kept? 

< Tush,* answen old Kiaii Philip always : * Baigain ? ^ And 
will not hear reason against himself on the subject ; not even 
when the Kaiser asks him^ — as the Kaiser really did, altar 
that Wusterfaansen Treaty, bat codd get only negatives* 
Karl Hiilip has no romantic ideas of justice, or of old pudt^ 
ments tying-up a man. Kari Philip had one Danghtffr by 
that dear Radzivil Princess, Sobieski^s stolen Bride ; and he 
never, by the dear Radzivil or her dear successor,^ had any son, 
or other daughter that lived to wed. One Daughter, we say ; a 
first-bom, extremely precious to him. Her he married to the 
young fortunate Sulzbach Cousin, Karl Joseph Heir- Apparent 
of Sulzbach, who, by all laws, was to succeed in the lYala as 
well, — Karl Philip thinking furthermore, < He and she, please 
Heaven, shall hold fast by Dusseldorf too, and that fine 
Jiilich-and-Berg Territory, which is mine. Bargains P ^ Sach 
was, and is, the old man'*s inflexible notion. Alas, this cme 
Daughter died lately, and her Husband lately ; * again leaving 
only Daughters; wiU not this change the notion? Not a 
whit, — ^though Friedrich Wilhelm may have fondly hoped it 
by possibility might. Not a whit : S^l Philip cherishes his 
littie Granddaughter, now a child of nine, as he did her 
Mother and her Mother^s Mother ; hopes one day to see her 
wedded (as he did) to a new Heir- Apparent of the Pfalz and 

^ See BuchhoU, i. 6i n. 

* She in 1728 ; he in 1729: their eldest Daughter wms bom 1721 (Htthner. 
1 140 : Michaelisy ii loi, 123. 
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Sulzbach ; and, for her behoof, will hold fast by Berg and 
Julich, and part with no square indi of it for any parch- 
ment. 

What is Friedrich Wilhelm to do ? Seek justice for him- 
self by his 80,000 men and the iron ramrods ? Apparently 
he will not get it otherwise. He is loath to b^in that 
terrible game. If indeed Europe do take fire, as is likely at 
Seville or elsewhere — ^But in the meanwhile how happy if 
negotiation would but serve ! Alas, and if the Kiaiser, Eng- 
land, Holland and the others, could be brought to guarantee 
me, — as indeed they should (to avoid a casus beUi)^ and some 
of them have said they will ! Friedrich Wilhelm tried this 
Jiilich-and-Berg Problem by the pacific method, all his life ; 
strenuously, and without eiFect. Result periiaps was coming 
nevertheless ; at the distance of another hundred years ! One 
thing I know: whatever rectitude and patience, whatever 
courage, perseverance, or other human virtue he has put into 
this or another matter, is not lost ; not it nor any fraction of 
it, to Friedridi Wilhelm and his sons^ sons; but will well 
avail him and them, if not soon, then later, if not in Berg 
and Jiilich, then in some other quarter of the Universe, 
which is a wide Entity and a long-lived ! Courage, your 
Majesty ! 

So stand matters as Friedrich Wilhelm journeys towards 
Mannheim : human politeness will have to cloak well, and 
keep well down, a good many prickly points in the visit 
ah^. Alas, poor Friedrich Wilhelm has got other matter 
to think of, by the time we arrive in Mannheim. 

Catastrophe on Journey Homewards 



The Royal Party, quitting Ludwigsburg, — on Thursday 8d 
August 1780, some hours after dinner, as I calculate it, — 
had but a rather short journey before them : journey to a 
place called Sinzheim, some fifty or sixty miles ; a long way 
short of Heidelberg; the Elng^s purpose being to lodge in 
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UMt dilapidated aknt Town of Rimhrim, and kmo both 
Heiddberg and Mannheim, with thrir civic n oi i ai ^ tat the 
nect day^s work. SinAdm, such was the prognun, aa the 
Rmoe and othefB ondentood it ; bat by aone aoddenity or on 
better calculation, it waa otherwise decided in the royal ndnd: 
not at RwiAiiini, intricate decayed old Town, diall im lodge 
tonight, bat five or aiz miles short of it, in tlie nntoiaBy 
silent ^^llage of Steinffarth, where good dean amply Bsna 
aie to be found. Whidi latter is a fiivoarite medrnd of Ua 
Majesty, fond always of fiee air and the absence of fiuBL 
Shake-downs, a temporary cooking i^yparatii% plenty of 
tobacco, and a tab to wash in : this is wliat man j pe quii ei y 
and this without difficulty can be got His Majesty^ tasias 
are simple ; simple^ and yet good and hnman. Here is a 
small Royal Order, which I read once^ and ever nnoe remcni- 
ber, — ^though the reference is now blown away, and lost in 
those unindexed Sibylline Farragos, the terror of human 
nature; — ^let us copy it from memory, till some deliverer 
arise with finger on page.^ * At Magdeburg, on this Review- 
Journey, have dinner for me, under a certain Tree you know 
of, outside the ramparts.* Dinner of one sound portion solid, 
one ditto liquid, of the due quality ; readied honestly, — and 
to be eaten under a shady Tree ; on the Review-ground itself, 
with the summer sky over one^s head. Could Jupiter Tonans, 
had he been travdling on business in those parts, have done 
better with his dinner ? — 

'At Sinsheim?^ thinks his Royal Highness; and has 
spoken privily to the Page Keith. To glide out of their 
quarters there, in that waste n^ligent old Town (where post- 
horses can be had), in the gray of the summer^s dawn ? Across 
the Rhine to Speyer is but three-hours riding; thence to 

> Pkobably in Rfidenbeck*! ^(^Mjfy,— but long sad ifrrhing there^ and ebe- 
mhertt pravet nnAvailing tt pfcient Historical Farragos without Indtxi a han- 
dy or several hundred, blind sacks of Historical dippings, generally anthentie 
If TM e ls si , andnotthe least scrap of Ai^ on them:— are not these a handy 
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Landau, into France, into — ? Enough, Page Keith has 
undertaken to get horses, and the flight shall at last be. 
Husht, husht. Tomorrow morning, before the sparrows wake, 
it is our determination to be upon the road ! 

Ruins of the Tower of Stauffen, Hchen or High Stauffimj 
where Kaiser Barbarossa lived once, young and ruddy, and 
was not yet a Mythj ^ winking and nodding under the Hill at 
Salzburg,^ — yes, it is but a few miles to the right there, were 
this a delib^te touring party. But this is a rapid driving 
one ; knows nothing about Stauffen, cares nothing. — ^We can- 
not fancy Friedrich remembered Barbarossa at all ; or much 
regarded Heilbronn itself, the principal and only famous Town 
they pass this day. The St. Kilian'*s Church, your Highness, 
and big stone giant at the top of the steeple yonder, — adven- 
turous masons and slater people get upon the crown of his 
head, sometimes, and stand waving flags.^ The Townhouse 
too {Raihhaiis\ with its amazing old Clock ? And Gotz von 
Berlichingen, the Town-Councillors once had him in prison 
for one night, in the ^Gotz^s Tower ^ here; your Highness 
has heard of ^ Grotz with the Iron Hand ^ ? Berlichingens still 
live at Jaxthausen, farther down the Neckar Valley, in these 
parts; and show the old Handy considerably rusted now. 
Heilbronn, the most famous City on the Necka^ ; and its old 
miraculous Holy Well — ? What cares his Highness ! Weins- 
berg again, which is but a few miles to the right of us, — 
there it was that the Besi^ed Wives did that astonishing 
feat, 600 years ago; coming out, as the capitulation bore, 
* with their most valuable properi^,^ eadi brought her husband 
on her back (were not the fact a little uncertain !) — ^whereby 
the old Castle has, to this day, the name ^ Weiberireuey Faith- 
fulness of Women.** Weirs Duchess, Husband on back, was 
at the head of those women; a Hohenzollem ancestor of 
yours, I think I have heard, was of the besieging party.* 

' Budd'aas, Lexicon^ vL | Heilbronn. 

* Siege is notorions enough ; a.d. 1140 : Kohler, IlHckskislaru, p. 167, who 
does not mention the story of the women ; Meniel (Wol%ang)j Guchukt* der 
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Trio of Vigilance, Buddenbrock, Waldau, Rochow, lies in one 
Bam; Majesty, with his Seckendorf and party, is in the 
other : apparently all still locked in sleep ? Not all : Prince 
Friedrich, for example, is awake ; — the Trio is indeed audibly 
asleep ; unless others watch for them, their six eyes are dosed. 
Friedrich cautiously rises ; dresses ; takes his money, his new 
red roquelaure, unbolts the Bam-door, and walks out. Trio 
of Vi^lanoe is sound asleep, and knows nothing : alas. Trio 
of Vigilance, while its own six eyes are dosed, has appointed 
another pair to watch. 

Gummersbach the Valet comes to Rochow^s bolster : ^ Hst, 
Herr Oberst-Iieutenant, please awaken ! Prince-Royal is up, 
has on his topcoat, and is gone out of doors !^ Rochow starts 
to his habiliments, or perhaps has them ready on ; in a minute 
or two, Rochow also is forth into the gray of the morning ; — 
finds the young Prince actually on the Green there ; in his 
red roquelaure, leaning pensivdy on one of the travelling 
carriages. ^Guien Morgai^ Ihro Kanigiiche HoheUT^ — 
Fancy such a salutation to the young man ! Page Keith, at 
this moment, comes with a pair of horses, too : ^ Whither 
with the nags. Sirrah ? ^ Rodiow asked with some sharpness. 
Keith, seeing how it was, answered without visible embarrass- 
ment, ^Herr, they are mine and Kunz the Pagers horses* 
(which, I suppose, is true) ; ^ ready at the usual hour !^ Keith 
might add. — ^His Majesty does not go till five this morn- 
ing ; — ^back to the stables !^ beckoned Rochow ; and, accord- 
ing to the best accounts, did not suspect anything, or affected 
not to do so. 

Page Keith returned, trembling in his saddle. Friedrich 
strolled towards the other Bam, — at least to be out of 
Rochow^s company. Seckendorf emerges from the other 
Bam ; awake at tiie common hour : < How do you like his 
Royal Hig^ess in the red roquelaure ? * asks Rochow, as if 
nothing had happened. Was there ever such a baffled Royal 
Highness ; or young bright spirit diained in the Beards Den 

> lUokeLaos. 
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and well worth looking at, had your Majesty had time ! ^ 
— ^ Ja vxM ; — but he came away an hour before me ! ^ — 
The polite Karl Philip, at length, sent- off one of his 
own Equerries to ride towards Heidelbexg, or even to Stein- 
furth if needful, and see what was become of the Prince. 
This Official person met the Prince, all in order, at no 
great distance; and brought him safe to Papa^s presence 
again. 

Why Papa was in such a fiiss about this little circum- 
stance? Truly there has something come to Papa^s know- 
ledge since he started, perhaps since he arrived at Mannheim. 
Page Keith, who rides always behind the King^s coach, has 
ridden this day in an agony of remorse and terror ; and at 
length (probably in Mannheim, once his Majesly is got to his 
Apartments, or now that he finds his Majesty so anxious 
there) has fallen on his knees, and, with tfi»urs and obtesta- 
tions, made a dean breast. Page Keith has confessed that 
the Crown-Prince and he were to have been in Speyer, or 
farther, at this time of the day ; flying rapidly into France. 
^ Grod^s Providence alone prevented it ! Pardon, pardon : slay 
me, your Majesty; but there is the naked truth, and the 
whole of it, and I have nothing more to say ! ^ Hereupon 
ensues despatch of the Equerry ; and hereupon, as we may 
conjecture, the Equerry^s return with Fritz and the Trio is an 
unspeakable relief to Friedrich Wilhelm. 

Friedrich Wilhelm now summons Buddenbrock and Com- 
pany straightway; shows, in a suppressed- volcanic manner, 
with questions and statements,— obliged to 9uppre98 oneself 
in foreign hospitable Serene Houses, — ^what atrocity of scandal 
and terror has been on the edge of happening : ^ And you 
three, Rochow, Waldau, Buddenbrock, mark it, you three are 
responsible; and shall answer, I now tell you, with your 
heads. Death the penalty, unless you bring him to our own 
Country again, — ^^ living or dead,*"^ added the Suppressed- 

wine were to be paid in naiurd : the Heidelberg, the biggest of them, is small 
to the Whitbread-and-Company, for porter's ale, in oar time. 

VOU n. u 
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Volcano, in low metallic tone ; and the sparkling eyea of him, 
the red tint, and rustling gestu r es, make the words too 
credible to os.^ 

What Friedridi Wilhelm got to speak aboat wiih the old 
Eur-Pfalz, during their seraie passages of hospitality at 
Mannheim, is not very dear to me ; his Pnissiaii Majesty is 
privately in sudi a desperate humour, and the old Kur-Ffidi 
privately so discrepant on all manner of points, especially on 
the Jiilich-and-Berg point. They could talk freely about the 
old Turk Campaigns, Battle of Zentha,' and Prince Eugene; 
very freely about the Heidelberg Tun. But it is known old 
Karl Philip had his agents at the Congress of Soissons, to 
secure that Berg-and-Jiilidi interest for the Sulzbachs and 
him - directly in the teeth of Friedridi Wilhelm. How that 
may have gone, since the Treaty of Seville broke-out to 
astonish mankind, — will be unsafe to talk about. For the 
rest, old Karl Philip has frankly adopted the Pragmatic 
Sanction ; but then he has, likewise, privately made league with 
France to secure him in that Jiilich-and-Berg matter, should 
the Kaiser break promise ; — league which may much obstrud; 
said Sanction. Nay privately he is casting glances on his 
Bavarian Cousin, elegant ambitious Karl Albert, Kurfiirst 
of Baiem, — are not we all from the same Wittelsbach stock, 
Cousins from of old? — and will undertake, for the same 
Jiilich-and-Berg object, to secure Bavaria in t^ claims on the 
Austrian Heritages in defect of Heirs Male in Austria.' 
Which runs directly into the throat of said Pragmatic 
Sanction ; and engages to make it mere waste sheepskin, so 
to speak ! Truly old Karl Philip has his abstruse outlooks, 
this way, that way ; most abstruse politics altogether : — and 

1 Ranke, L 307. 

'nth September 1697; Eugene's crowning feat; — breaking of the Grand 
Turk's back in this world ; who has staggered about, less and less of a terror 
and outrage, more and more of a nuisance growing unbearable, ever since that 
day. See Hormayr (iiL 97-101) for some description of this useful bit of 
Heroism. 

' Michaelis, ii. 99-101. 
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in fact we had better speak of the Battle of Zentha and the 
Heidelberg Tun, while this Visit lasts. 

On the morrow, Saturday August Sth, certain Frenchmen 
from the Grarrison of Landau come across to pay their court 
and dine. Which race of men Friedrich Wilhelm does not 
love ; and now less than ever, gloomily suspicious they may 
be come on parricide Fritz^s score, — ^you Rochow and Com- 
pany keep an eye ! By night and by day an eye upon him ! 
Friedrich Wilhelm was, no doubt, glad to get away on the 
morrow afternoon ; fairly out into the Berg-Strasse, into the 
summer breezes and umbrageous woods, with all his pertinents 
still safe about him ; rushing towards Darmstadt through 
the Sunday stillness, where he will arrive in the evening, time 
enough.^ 

The old Prince of Darmstadt, Ernst Ludwig, Langraf of 
Hessen-Darmstadt, age now sixty-three, has a hoary venerable 
appearance, according to Pollnitz, ^ but sits a horse well, walks 
well, and seems to enjoy perfect health,^ — which we are glad 
to hear of. What more concerns us, * he lives usually, quite 
retired, in a small house upon the Square,^ in this extremely 
small Metropolis of his, ^and leaves his Heir- Apparent to 
manage all business in the Palace and elsewhere.** ' Poor old 
Gentleman, he has the biggest Palace almost in the world ; 
only he could not finish it for want of funds ; and it lies 
there, one of the biggest futilities, vexatious to look upon. 
No doubt the old Gentleman has had vexations, plenty of 
them, first and last. He is now got disgusted with the affairs 
of public life, and addicts himself very mudi to < turning 
ivory,^ as the more eligible emplojmient. He lives in that 
small house of his, among his turning-lathes and ivory shav- 
ings ; dines in said small house, ^ at a table for four persons^ ; 
only on Sunday, and above all on this Sunday, puts off his 
apron ; goes across to the Palace ; dines there in state, with 

^ ' Sunday EYcning arrive at Dannstadt/ says Seckcndorf (in Forster, iii. 3), 
but by mistake calls it the ' 7th' instead of '6thJ 
* PoUnit<9 Mtwmn and LetUrs^ iL 66. 
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his Heir and the Grandees. He has a kinship by affinity to 
Friedrich Wilhelm ; his Wife (dead long yean sinoeX Mother 
of this Heir- Apparent, was an Anspach Prinoesa, Aunt to the 
now Queen Caroline of England. Poor old fellow, these 
insignificances, and that he descends direct from Philip the 
Magnanimous of Hessen (Luther^s Philip, who insisted on the 
supplementary Wife), are all I know of him ; and he is some- 
what tragic to me there, turning ivory in this extronely 
anarchic world. What the passages between him and Fried- 
rich Wilhelm were, on this occasion, shall remain oonjectursl 
to all creatures. Friedrich Wilhelm said, this Sunday even- 
ing at Darmstadt, to his own Prince : < Still here, then ? I 
thought you would have been in Paris by this time ! * — To 
which the Prince, with artificial firmness, answered. He could 
certainly, if he had wished ; ^ and being familiar with re- 
proaches, perhaps hoped it was nothing. 

From Darmstadt to Frankfurt-on-Mayn is not quite forty 
miles, an easy morning drive ; through the old Country called 
of Katzenellenbogen ; Cafs-Elbow, a name ridiculous to hear.' 
Berg-Strasse and the Odenwald (Forest of the Otti) are gone ; 
but blue on the northeast yonder, if your Royal Highness 
will please to look, may be seen summits of the Spessari^ a 
much grander forest, — tall branchy timbers yonder, one day 
to be masts of admirals, when floated down as far as Rotter- 
dam, whitherward one still meets them going. Spessart ; — 
and nearer, well hidden on the right, is an obscure village 
called Dettingen^ not yet become famous in the Newspapos 
of an idle world ; of an England surely very idle to go thither 
seeking quarrels ! All which is, naturally, in the highest 
degree indifferent to a Crown-Prince so preoccupied. — ^They 
reach Frankfurt, Monday, still in good time. 

* Seckendorf (in Forster, iil ), p. 3. 

* CattimeHbocum, that is Catt^m-Melibocum (Ca//( a fiuned Nation, Afelibocus 
the chief Hill or Fortress of their Country), b said to be the original ; — ^whicfa 
has got changed ; like Aballaba into ' Appleby,' or God encompass us into ' The 
Goat and Compasses,' among ourselves. 
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Bdiold, at Frankfiirt, the Trio of Vigilance, Buddenbrock 
and Company (horrible to think of !) signify, ^ That we have 
the Eing^s express orders Not to enter the Town at all with 
your Royal Highness. We, for our part, are to go direct 
into one of the Royal Yachts, which swing at anchor here, 
and to wait in the same till his Majesty have done seeing 
Frankfurt, and return to us/ Here is a message for the poor 
young Prince: Detected, prisoner, and a volcanic Majesty 
now likely to be in full play when he returns ! — Gilt weather- 
cock on the Mayn Bridge (which one Groethe used to look 
at, in the next generation) — ^this, and the steeple -tops of 
Frankfurt, especially that steeple-top with the grinning skull 
of the mutinous nmlefactor on it, warning to mankind what 
mutiny leads to ; this, then, is what we are to see of Frank- 
furt ; and with such a symphony as our thoughts are playing 
in the background. Unhappy Son, unhappy Father, once 
more ! 

Nay, Friedrich Wilhelm got new lights in Frankfiurt: 
Rittmeister Eatte had an estafette w€dting for him there. 
Estafette with a certain Letter, which the Rittmeister had 
picked-up in Erlangen, and has shot across by estafette to 
w€dt his Majesty here. Majesty has read with open eyes and 
throat: Letter from the Qrown-Frinoe to Lieutenant Eatte 
in Berlin : treasonous Flight-project now indisputable as the 
Sim at noon ! — ^His Majesty stept on board the Yacht in such 
humour as was never seen before : * Detestable rebel and 
deserter, scandal of scandals — !^ — it is confidently written 
everywhere (though Seckendorf diplomatically keeps silence), 
his Majesty hustled and tussled the unfortunate Crown-Prince, 
poked the handle of his cane into his face and made the nose 
bleed, — ^ Never did a Brandenburg face suffer the like of 
this ! ^ cried the poor Prince, driven to the edge of mad 
ignition and one knows not what : when the Buddenbrocks, 
at whatever peril, interfered; got the Prince brought on 
board a different Yacht ; and the conflagration moderated for 
the moment. The Yachts get under way towards Maim 
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At Bonn, where we do step ashore to lodge with a lean 
Eurfiirst, Friedrich Wilhelm strictly charges, in my (Secken- 
dorTs) hearing, the Trio of Vigilance to have an eye ; to see 
that they bring the Prince on board again, ^ Uvinff or deadJ* 
— No fear, your Majesty. Prince listened with silent, almost 
defiant patience, ^mii grosser GedukL^ ^ At Bonn the Prince 
contrived to confide to Seckendorf, ^That he had in very 
truth meant to run away : he could not, at the age he was 
come to, stand such indignities, actual strokes as in the Camp 
of Radewitz; — and he would have gone long since, had it 
not been for the Queen and the Princess his Sister^s sake. 
He could not repent what he had done : and if the King did 
not cease beating him in that manner, etc., he would still do 
it For loss of his own life, such a life as his had grown, he 
cared little ; his chief misery was, that those Officers who had 
known of the thing should come to misfortune by his means. 
If the King would pardon these poor gentlemen, he would 
tell him everything. For the rest, begged Seckendorf to 
help him in this labyrinth; — -nothing could ever so oblige 
him as help now ; ^ and more of the like sort These things 
he said, at Bonn, to Seckendorf, the fountain of all his 
woes.^ What SeckendorTs reflections on this his sad handi- 
work now were, we do not know. Probably he made none, 
being a strong-minded case-haidened old stager ; but resolved 
to do what he could for the poor youth. Somewhere on this 
route, at Bonn more likely than elsewhere, Friedrich wrote m 
pencil three words to Lieutenant Keith at Wesel, and got it 
to the Post-Office: ^ Sauvez-vouSy tout est dicouvert (All is 
found out ; — away) ! • 

Clement August, expensive Kurfurst of Koln (Elector of 
Cologne, as we call it), who does the hospitalities here at Bonn, 
in a grand way, with ' above a hundred and fifty chamberlains ^ 

1 Seckendorf (in Forster, iii. 4). * 16. 

* Wilhelinina (L 265) says it was a Page of the Old Dessauer's, a comrade of 
Keith's, who, having known in time, gave him warning. Certain it is, this Note 
of Friedrich's, which the Books generally assign as cause, could not have done it 
(infrjt, p. 319, and the irrefiagable date there). 



4 



SIS SHIPWRECK OF DOUBLB-MARRTAGB fML rSL 

for one itan^ — glance at Urn, reader; parihaps we ahall meet 
the man again. He b yoimgar Brother of tlie ekgant 
ambitions Karl Albert, Koxfiint of Ba?axiay ulioin we hate 
transiently heard of: sons both of them aie of tiiat ^Eleetor 
of Bavaria ^ who ham^ts us fai the MbiOmrhi^ Hirtofie% — 
who joined Lods xir. in the ftirwrion War, and got Inmled 
about at such a rate, after Blenheim ceperiaHy, ffis Begpi^ 
prisoners of the Kaiser, were bied-up in a oonfiscated static ai 
scms of a mere private gentlemaii ; nothing vinUy ahead of 
them, at one time, but an obscore and estremely limited 
destiny of that land ; — ^though now agun, on BEe&cii &?oar, 
and the turn of Fortune^s inconstant irfieel, they axe moontiiig 
very high. Bavaria came all back to the dd Elector of 
Bavaria; even Marlborou^^s * Frindpality of MmiMmm'^ 
came.^ And the present Kurfurst, iriio will not do the 
Pragmatic Sanction at all^ — ^Kurfurst Kail Albert of Baiem, 
our old Karl Philip of Mannheim'^s genealogical ^Cousin* ; — 
we heard of abstruse colleaguings there, tendencies to break 
the Pragmatic Sanction altogether, and reduce it to waste 
sheepskin ! Not impossible Karl Albert will go high enough. 
And this Clement August the cadet, he is Kurfurst of Koln ; 
by good election-tactics, and &vour of the Frracfa, he has 
managed to succeed an Uncle here : has succeeded at Osna- 
briick in like fashion ; — ^poor old Ernst August of Oanabnick 
(to whom we once saw George i. galloping to die, and who 
himself soon after died), his successor is this same Clement 
August, the turn for a CtUhoUc Bishop being come at 
Osnabriick, and the French being kind. Kurfurst of Koln, 
Bishop of Osnabriick, ditto of Paderbom and Miinster, ditto 
now of Hildesheim ; richest Pluralist of the Giurdhu Groes 
about here in a languid expensive manner; *in green coat 
trimmed with narrow silver-lace, small bagwig done with 

1 At the Peace of Baden (corollary to Utreeht)^ 1714. Elector had been 
'banned' {giachtet, solemnly drummed out), 1706; nothing bat Fiendi pay to 
live upon, till he got back : died 26th February 1726, when Karl Albert ywr^fdfd 
{Michaelis, ii. 255). 
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French garniture {Schlei/i) in front ; and has red heels to his 
shoes."* A lanky indolent figure, age now thirty ; * tall and 
slouching of person, long lean £ace, hook-nose, black beard, 
mouth somewhat open.** ^ Has above one hundred and fifty 
chamberlains ; — and, I doubt not, is inexpressibly wearisome 
to Friedrich Wilhelm in his Majesty''s present mood. Patience 
for the moment, and politeness above all things ! — The Trio 
of Vigilance had no difficulty with Friedrich ; brought him on 
board safe again next day, and all proceeded on their voyage ; 
the Kurfiirst in person politely escorting as far as Koln* 

Koln, famed old City of the Three Kings, with its famed 
Cathedral where those three gentlemen are buried, here the 
Kurfiirst ceases escorting ; and the flat old City is left, excit- 
ing what reflections it can. The architectural Dilettanti of 
the world gather here ; St. Ursula and her Eleven Thousand 
Virgins were once massacred here, your Majesty ; an English 
Princess she, it is said. ^ Narrenpossen (Pack of nonsense) ! ^ 
grumbles Majesty. — Pleasant Diisseldorf is much more 
interesting to his Majesty; the pleasant Capital of Berg, 
which ought to be ourSy if right could be done ; if old Pfalz 
would give-up his crotchets ; and the bowls, in the big game 
playing at Seville and elsewhere, would roll fair ! Diisseldorf 
and that fine Palace of the Pfalzers, which ought to be mine ; 
— and here next is Kaiserswerth, a place of si^es, cannonad- 
ings, known to those I knew. W-fio, fix)m father to son 
and grandson it goes on, and there is no end to trouble 
and war ! — 

His Majesty^s next lodging is at Mors ; old gaunt Castle in 
the Town of Mors, which (thanks to Leopold of Anhalt- 
Dessau and the Iron Ramrods) is now his Majesty''s in spite 
of the Dutch. There the lodging is, at an hour^s drive west- 
ward from the Bhine-shore : — where his Majesty quitted the 
River, I do not know ; nor whither the Crown-FHnoe went to 

> BUsching {BeyMgt^ !▼. 201-204 : ^on^ * certain TraveUmg Tkitor'g JMS*. 
Diary of 1731 ; where also is detail of the KurfUrst's mode of Dinii^,— elaboratt 
bat dreary, both mode and detail). His Sdilossis now the Bonn Unireiiity. 
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Mdn with him, or waited in his Yadit ; hot gnew the kttK 
His Majesty intends for Gkldem on the mamfw^ on mattoDi 
of business thither, for the Town is his: but what would 
the Prince, in the presen t state of things, do there?— Jl 
M&rs, Seckendorf found means to address his Majesty privatdy^ 
and snuffled into him suggestions of mefcy to fha gfpmtant 
Prince, and to the poor Officers irbom he was so smdooi 
about * Well, if he will ccmfess eveiything, and lesrve-off Ui 
quirks and conoealments : but I know he wont ! * answcnd 
Majesty. 

In that dilapidated Castle rf Mdrs,— look at it, reader, 
thon^ in the dark ; we may see it agsin, or the shadow of it, 
perhaps by moonlight. A yery gaunt old CSastle; next to 
nothing living in it, since the Old Dessaner (by stnatagem, 
and without shot fired) flung out the Dutch, in the Treaty-of- 
Utrecht time ; Mors Castle and Territory being indiaputal^ 
ours, though always withheld from us on pretexts.^ 

At Greldem, in the pressure of business next day, his 
^^j^7 go^ word from Wesel, that Lieutenant Keith was not 
now to be found in Wesel. < Was last seen there (that we 
can hear of) certain hours before your Majesty^s All-gracious 
Order arrived. Had saddled his own horse ; came ambling 
through the Briinen Gate, ^^ going out to have a ride,^ he said ; 
and did not return.** — ^ Keith gone, scandalous Keith, whom 
I pardoned only few weeks ago ; he too is in the Plot ! Will 
the very Army break its oath, then ? ^ His Majesty bursts 
into fire and fiame, at these new tidings ; orders that Colonel 
Dumoulin (our expertest rogue-tracer) go instantly on the 

^ Narrative of the march thither (Night of 7th November 1712), and deztroas 
surprisal of the place, in Leopoldi von AnhaU-Dessttu Leben $md TTkatem ( A110117- 
mousy by Ranjp)y pp. 85-90 ;— where the Despatch of the astonished Datdi 
Commandant hims^, to their High Mightinesses, is given. Part of the Orange 
Heritage, this Mtfrs,— came by the Great Elector's first wife ^-bat had hong 
sub lite (though the Parchments were plain enough) ever since oar King M^Uiam's 
death, and earlier. Neuchfttel, accepted instead of Orang$^ and not even of the 
value of Mors, was another Item of the same lot. Besides whidi, we shall hear 
of old Palaces at Loo and other dikpidated objects^ inddentally in time ooinln& 
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scent of Keitib, and follow him till found and caught. Also, 
on the other hand, that the Crown-Prince be constituted 
prisoner; sail down to Wesel, prisoner in his Yacht, and 
aw€dt upon the Rhine there his Majesty^s arrival. Formidable 
omens, it is thought. 

His Majesty, all business done in Gleldem, drives across to 
Wesel ; can see Fritz^s Yacht waiting duly in the River, and 
black Care hovering over her. It is on tiie evening of the 
12th of August 1780. And so his Majesty ends this 
memorable Tour into the Reich ; but has not yet ended the 
gloomy miseries, for himself and others, which plentifully 
sprung out of that. 



CHAPTER VII 

CATASTROPHE, AND MAJESTY, ARRIVE IN BERLIN 

At Berlin dark rumours of this intended flight, and actual 
Arrest of the Crown-Prince, are agitating all the world ; 
especially Lieutenant Eatte, and the Queen and Wilhelmina, 
as we may suppose. The first news of it came tragically on 
the young Princess.^ 

' Mamma had given a ball in honour of Papa's Birthday^' — Tuesday 
15th August 1730 ; — and we were all dancing in the fine saloons of Mon- 
bijou^ with pretty intervals in the cool boscages and orangeries of the place : 
all of us as happy as could be ; Wilhelmina^ in particular^ dancing at an 
unusual rate. ' We recommenced the ball after supper. For six years 
I had not danced before ; it was new fruity and I took my fill of it^ with- 
out heeding much what was passing. Madam BQlow^ who with others Oa 
them had worn long fieices all nighty pleading " illness" when one noticed 
it^ said to me several' times : ''It is late^ I wish you had done." — ^'Eh, 
mon Dieui" I answered, '' let me have enough of dancing this one new 
time; it may be long before it comes again." — ''That may well be !" 

^ Apparently some rumour /hm Fremkfurt^ which she confuses in her after- 
memory with the specific news from fVgsel; for her dates here, as usual, are all 
awry (V^Ihelmina, i. 246; Prenss, i. 42, !▼• 473 ; Seckcndor^ in Fdrster, iiL 6). 



816 SmPWBECX OF D0UBLE-MABBIA6E [bk. vn. 

nlddie. I paid no regard^ ImteontiniMd to divert infMlL flhoraliaiMd 
to the charge luOf an lumraftor: '« Will yoa «id^ then I " aid die witli 
a vexed air : ''you are ao engaged, yon have eyea foir nothing;'' — ^"Ton 
are in such a hnmonr/' I repUedj "that I hnow not what to make of it* 
— ''Look at the Qaeen, then. Madam ; and yon will eaaee to l epron eh 
me!" A g^oe which I gave that way filled me with taner. Thmart 
the Queen, paler than dei^, in a eomer of tlie room. In low o o nJ B nw ce 
with Sonafeld and Conntem FlnlnnftehL Aa my Brother waa moot in 
my anxietiea, I aalced. If it conoemed him? BQlow diraggod her 
ahooldera, answering^ "I don't know at all 1** A moment after, the 
Queen gave Good>night ; and got into her carriage with me, — apijallm 
no word all the way to the Sdiloaa ; ao that I thooght my Brother mMt 
be dead, and I myaelf took violent palpitetioni^ and Honaftid, ee mU n ary 
to orders, had at laat to tell me in the oonne of the niglit.' Foer 
Wilhelmina, and poor Mother of Wilhelmina ! 




The fact, of Arrest, and unknown miadbief to the nrinoe^ ia 
taken for certain ; but what may be the issues of it ; who 
besides the Prince have been involved in it, especially who wiU 
be found to have been involved, is matter of dire guess to tibe 
three who are most interested here. Lieutenant Eatte finds 
he ought to dispose of the Princess effects which were intrusted 
to him ; of the Thousand gold Thalers in particular, and, 
beyond and before all, of the locked Writing-desk, in which 
lies the Princess correspondence, the very Queen and Princess 
likely to be concerned in it ! Eatte despatches these two 
objects, the Money and the little Desk, in all secrecy, to 
Madam flnkenstein, as to the surest hand, with a short Note 
shadowing out what he thinks they are : Countess Unkenstdn, 
old Greneral von Finkenstein^s Wife, and a second mother to 
the Prince, she, like her Husband, a sworn partisan of the 
Prince and his Mother, shaU do with these precious and 
terrible objects what, to her own wise judgment, seems best. 

Madam Finkenstein carries them at once, in deep silence, to 
the Queen. Huge dismay on the part of the Queen and 
Princess. They know too well what Letters may be there ; 
and there is a seal on the Desk, and no key to it ; neither 
must it, in time coming, seem to have been opened, even if we 
could now open it. A desperate pinch, and it must be solved. 
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Female wit and Wilhelmina did solve it, by some preeminently 
acute device of their despair;^ and contrived to get the 
Letters out : hundreds of Letters, enough to be our death if 
read, says Wilhelmina. These Letters they burnt ; and set 
to writing, fast as the pen would go, other letters in their 
stead. Fan<^ the mood of these two Royal Women, and the 
black whirlwind they were in. Wilhelmina*s despatch was 
incredible ; pen went at the gallop night and day : new letten, 
of old dates and of no meaning, are got into the Desk again ; 
the Desk closed, without mark of injury, and shoved aside 
while it is yet time. — ^Time presses ; his Majesty too, and the 
events, go at gallop. Here is a Letter fix)m his Majesty, to 
a trusty Mistress of the Robes, or whatever she is ; which, let 
it arrive through what softening media it likes, will complete 
the poor Queen''s despair : 

'M7 dear Frau von Kamecke^ — Fritz lias attempted to desert I have 
been under the necessity to have him arrested. I request you to teU my 
Wife of it in some good way^ that the news may not terrify her. And 
pity an unhappy Father. Friidrich Wnjmji.' ' 

The same post brought an order to the Colonel of the 
Gens-d^Armes to put that Lieutenant Katte of his under 
close confinement : — we hope the thoughtless young fellow 
has already got out of the way ? He is getting his saddle 
altered : fettling about this and that ; does not consider what 
danger he is in. This same Sunday, his Major met him on 
the street of Berlin ; said, in a significant tone, ^ You still 
herCy Katte ! ' — * I go this night,"* answered Katte ; but he 
again put it off, did not go this night ; and the order for his 
arrest did come in. On the morrow morning. Colonel 
Pannewitz, hoping now he was not there, went with the 
rhadamanthine order; and finding the unlucky fellow, was 
obliged to execute it. Katte lies in ward, awaiting what may 
be prepared for him. 

* Wilhelmina, i. 253-257. 

' No date : ' arrived* (from Wesel, we ooadude), Sunday ' 20th August,' at 
the Palace of Berlin (Prenss, L 42). 
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Friedrich Dl^lhelm at Weiel hat had laafjtk pawigci wHii 
the Fxince and othen. On the Satmday evening ISih 
August 1780,^ fab BCajesty had the Cnlprit faroo^t on 
flhore^ to the Commandants Honae, for an int eroew . Culprit 
proving len xemoraefol than ivas etpecteJ, and evidently not 
confessing eveiything^ a loud terriUe scene ensued; vfaidi 
Friedrich Wilbdniy the unhappy Father, winded 19 fay dnw- 
ing his sword to nm the mmatnial Son thnxi^ the body. 
Old General Mose!, Commandant of Wesel, qpiang b e t ween 
than, * Siie^ cut me to death, but spare your Son ! * and tiie 
sword was got back to its scabbard ; and the Rrinoe lodged 
in a separate room, two sentries with fixed bayonets keepipg 
watch over him. FUedrich Wilhelm did not aee his hat 
again for twelve months to come, — * twelve months and three 
days.' 

Military gentlemen of due grimness interrogated the Prince 
next evening,* from a Paper drawn-up by his Majesty in the 
interim. Prince confesses little: Did design to get across 
the Rhine to Landau ; thence to Strasburg, Paris, in the 
strictest incognito; intended to volunteer there, thou^t he 
might take French service, profoundly incognito, and signalise 
himself in the Italian War (just expected to break out)^ 
which might have recovered him some favour from his 
Majesty : does not tell clearly where his money came firom ; 
shy exbremely of elucidating Eatte and Keith ; — ^in fact, as 
we perceive, struggles against mendacity, but will not tell the 
whole truth. < Let him lie in ward, then; and take what 
doom the Laws have appointed for the like of him ! ^ Divine 
Laws, are they not ? Well, yes, your Majesty ; divine and 
human ; — or are there perhaps no laws but the human sort,, 
completely explicit in this case ? ' He is my Colonel at least,^ 
thinks Friedrich Wilhelm, ^and tried to desert and make 
others desert. If a rebellious Crown-Prince, breaking his 
Father^s heart, find the laws still inarticulate ; a 

^ Preuss, iv. 473 ; Seckendorf (Forster, iii. 6) says istfa, bat 
* Seckendorf (in Forster, iii. 5). 
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Colonel of the Potsdam Regiment finds them speak plain 
enough. Let him take the answer they give him.^ — 

Dumoulin, in the mean while, can make nothing of Keith, 
the runaway Lieutenant. Dumoulin, with his sagacious 
organ, soon came upon the scent of Keith ; and has dis- 
covered these things about him : One evening, a week before 
his Majesty arrived, Sunday evening 6th August 1730,^ 
Lieutenant Keith, doubtless smelling something, saddled his 
horse as above mentioned, decided to have a ride in the 
country this fine evening, and issued out at the Qriinen Gate 
of Wesel. He is on the right bank of the Rhine ; pleasant 
yellow fields on this hand and that. He ambles slowly, for a 
space ; then gradually awakens into speed, into full speed ; 
arrives, within a couple of hours, at Dingden, a Village in the 
Miinster Territory, safe over the Prussian Border, by the 
shortest line : and from Dingden rides at more leisure, but 
without losing time, into the Dutch Overyssel r^on, straight 
towards the Hague. He must be in the Hague? said 
Dumoulin to the Official persons, on arriving there, — ^to 
Meinertshagen the Prussian Ambassador there,* and to 
Keppel, Dutch Official gentleman who was once Ambassador 
at Berlin. Prussian Ambassador applies, and again applies, 
in the highest quarters; but we fear they are slack. 
Dumoulin discovers that the man was certainly here ; Keppel 
readily admits. He had Keith to dinner a few days ago : but 
where Keith now is, Keppel cannot form the least guess. 

Dumoulin suspects he is with Lord Chesterfield, the 
English Ambassador here. A light was seen, for a night or 
two, in one of the garret-rooms of Lord Chesterfield'^s house, 
— ^probably Keith reading ? — but Keith is not to be heard of, 
on inquiry there ; and the very light has now gone out. 
The distinguished English Lord is gone to England in these 
days ; but his Grerman Secretary is not gone : the House is 
inviolable, impregnable to Prussia. Who knows, in spite of 

^ RekUio ex AcHs: in Preuss, !▼. 473. 
* Seckendorf (Fdrster, iu. 7). 
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tiie light going out, bat Keith is still tben^ mflnly witti a 
window-shutter to screen him ? One momiii^ it hftn o m es 
apparent Keith is not there. One moniiiig^ a gentleman at 
the seaside is admiring Diitdi fishing^^ldffi^ and how fher da 
saiL * Foohf Sir, that is nothing I * answers a nan in nndtl- 
plex breedbes : * the other ni^^t I went across to En^bad in 
one, with an Eioellency^ MflSBr.ng gr who coold not wait 1^-^ 
Troth is, the C!hesterfield Secretaiy, who foifaade lig^hta, took 
the first good nij^t for conveying Keith to Sdiemungen and 
the seaside; where a Fisher-boat was p rovi d ed fior him; 
which carried him, frail craft as it was, safr aorass to 
England. Once there, the Authorities took pity on the poor 
fellow ; — fiimiahed the modicum of cash and hdp ; sent him 
with Admiral Noiris to assiBt the FSartogoes^ m ena c ed with 
Spanish war at this time ; among whom he gradually rose to 
be Major of Horse. Bnedrich Wilhelm dted him by tap of 
drum three times in Wesel, and also in the Gasettes, native 
and Dutch ; then, as he did not come, nailed an Effigy of 
him (cut in four, if I remember) on the gallows there ; and 
confiscated any property he had. Keith had more pedigree 
than property ; was of Poberow in Pommem ; son of poor 
gentl^olks there. He sent no word of himself to Prussia, for 
the next ten years ; so that he had become a kind of mjrth to 
many people ; to his poor Mother among the rest, who has 
her tragiccd surmises about him. He will appear again ; but 
not to much purpose. His Brother, the Page Keith, is 
packed into the Fusileer Regiment, at Wesel here ; and there 
walks sentry, unheard of for the rest of his life. So much for 
the Keiths.** 

Other difficulty there is as to the Prison of the Prince. 
Wesel is a strong Town ; but for obvious reasons one nearer 
Berlin, farther from the frontier, would be preferable. To> 

^ Preuss : Friedrich mit seinen Verwandtin tmdFmmden^ pp. 380, 392. — See, 
on this and the other points, Pollnits Menwirtn^ iL 352-374 («iid conect hit 
many blundersy. 
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wards Berlin, however, there is no route all on Prussian 
ground : from these divided Cleve Countries we have to cross 
a bit of Hanover, a bit of Hessen-Cassel : suppose these 
Serene Highnesses were to interfere? Not likely they will 
interfere, answer ancient military men, of due grimness ; at 
any rate, we can go a round-about road, and they need not 
know ! That is the method settled on ; neighbourhood of 
Berlin, clearly somewhere there, must be the place? Old 
Castle of Mittenwalde, in the Wusterhausen environs, let that 
be the first resting-point, then ; Rochow, Waldau, and the 
Wesel-Fusileer-Colonel here, sure men, with a trooper or two 
for escort, shall conduct the Prisoner. By Treuenbrietzen, by 
circuitous roads : swift, silent, steady, — and with vigilance, as 
you shall answer ! — ^These preliminaries settled, Friedrich 
Wilhelm drives off homewards, black Care riding behind him. 
He reaches Berlin, Sunday S7th August ; finds a world gone 
all to a kind of doomsday with him there, poor gentleman. 

Scene at Berlin on Majestjfe Arnoal 

On Sunday evening S7th August 1730, his Majesty, who 
had rested overnight at Potsdam from his rapid joiuney, 
drove into Berlin between four and five in the afternoon. 
Deserter Fritz is following, under escort of his three military 
gentlemen, at a slower rate and by circuitous routes, so as 
to avoid the territories of Hanover and Hessen, — ^towards 
Mittenwalde in the Wusterhausen neighbourhood. The 
military gentlemen are vigilant as Argus, and, though pitying 
the poor Prince, must be rigorous as RhadamaniJius. His 
attempts at escape, of which tradition mentions more than 
one, tliey will not report to Papa, nor even notice to the 
Prince himself ; but will take care to render futile, one and 
all : his Majesty may be secure on that score. 

The scenes that follow are unusual in royal history ; and 
having been reported in the world with infinite noise and 
VOL. n. X 
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oensuie, made up of laughter and homry it will bdiofe m to 
be the more eiact in rdataqg ibeni as tfaflf acbMlly bcftlL 
Very difficult to poll, oat of that nmlled cartload of chaotic 
thrums, here a thread and then a thread, capable of facB^g 
brought to the straight states and wofcn into lagibla na^ 
rative ! But perh^M, by that method the mfaig^ langhtor 
and horror will modify itself a little. What we can wdl saf 
is, that pity abo ought not to be wanting. The next mt 
months were undoubtedly by fiur the wietdiedeBt of Bnedrich 
Wilhelm^s life. The poor Cng^ except that he waa not con- 
scious of intending wrong, but much tiie fetene^ walked in 
the hollow ni^^t of Gehenna, all that while^ and waa cAoi 
like to be driven mad by the turn things had taken. 

Here is scene first: Wilhelmina reports his M^jeBlj^ 
airival that Sunday afternoon, to the following eflfeet; die 
was present in the adventure, and not a spectatress only : 



i 



' The Queen was alone in his Miyest/s Apartment^ waitiiig for him as 
he approached. At sight of her, in the distance, he called out : '' Tour 
losel of a Son (oatre indigne fil$) has ended at last ; yon have done with 
himy* or words to that effect '* What," cried the Queen, ** joxl have 
had the barbarity to kill him?"— ''Yes, I tell you,— but where is the 
sealed Desk ? " The Queen went to her own Apartment to letch it ; I 
ran in to her there for a moment : she was out of herself, wringing her 
hands, cr3ring incessantly, and said without ceasing : '' ifon Dieu, memfiU 
(O God, my Son) ! " Breath fiidled me ; I fell fiunting into the mrms of 
Madam de Sonsfeld.' — The Queen took away the Writing-case; King 
tore out the letters, and went off; upon which the Queen came down 
again to us. 

' We learned from some attendant that, at least, my Brother was not 
dead. The King now came back. We all ran to kiss his hands ; hut me 
he no sooner noticed than rage and fury took possession of him. He 
became black in the £eu», his eyes sparkling fire, his mouth foaming. 
''Infamous canaille" said he; "darest thou show thyself before me? 
Go, keep thy scoundrel of a Brother company ! " And so saying, 
he seized me with one hand, slapping me on the hc% with the other,' — 
clenched as a fist (poing), — ' sevcoid blows ; one of which struck me <m the 
temple, so that I fell back, and should have split my head against a corner 
of the wainscot, had not Madam de Sonsfeld caught me by the heeddress 
and broken the fiUl. I lay on the ground without rnnsrinnsncinS- The 
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King^ in a frenzy^ was for striking me with his feet ; had not the Qaeen^ 

my Sisters^ and the rest^ run between, and those who were present pre- 
vented him. They all ranked themselves round me, which gave 
Mesdames de Kamecke and Sonsfeld time to pick me up. They put me 
in a chair in the embrasure of a window ; threw water on my face to 
bring me to life : which care I lamentably reproached them with, death 
being a thousand times better, in the pass things had come to. The 
Queen kept shrieking, her firmness had quite left her : she wrung her 
hands, and ran in despair up and down the room. The King's face was 
so disfigured with rage, it was frightful to look upon. Tlie little ones 
were on their knees, begging for me,' ' — 

— ^poor little beings, what a group: Amelia, the youngest 
girl, about six; Henri, in his bits of trousers, hardly over 
four ! — ^For the rest, I perceive, this room was on the first or 
a lower floor, and such noises were very audible. The Guard 
had turned out at the noise ; and a crowd was collecting to 
see and hear : * Move on ! Move on ! ' — 

'The King had now changed his tune : he admitted that my Brother 
was still alive ; but vowed horribly he would put him to death, and lay 
me fiist within four walls for the rest of my life. He accused me of being 
the Prince's accomplice, whose crime was high treason ; — also of having 
an intrigue of love with Katte, to whom, he said, I had borne several 
children.' The timid Gouvemante flamed-up at this unheard-of insult : 
' ''That is not true," said she fiercely ; '^ whoever has told your Majesty 
such a thing.has told a lie !" '^ O, spare my Brother, and I will marry 
the Duke of Weissenfels," whimpered I ; but in the great noise he did 
not hear; and while I strove to repeat it louder, Sonsfiald clapt her 
handkerchief on my hce. 

' Hustling aside to get rid of the handkerchief, I saw Katte crossing the 
Square. Four soldiers were conducting him to the King ; trunks, my 
Brother's and his own, sealed, were coming on in the rear. Pale and 
downcast, he took off his hat to salute me,' — poor Katte, to me always so 
prostrate in silent respect, and now so unhappy ! ' A moment after, 
the King, hearing he was come, went out exclaiming, ''Now I shall have 
proof about the scoundrel Fritz and the o£fiMMuring(canati;i0) Wilhelmina ; 
clear proofs to cut the heads off them." ' — the two Hofdames again inter- 
fered ; and one of them, Kamecke it was, rebuked him ; told him, in the 
tone of a prophetess. To take care what he was doing. Whom his 
Majesty gazed into with astonishment, but rather with respect than with 
anger, saying, ' Your intentions are good ! ' 

> \^lhdiniDa, i. 265-267. 



»%6 SmFWBECK OF D0UBLE-1CABBIA6E [bk. vil 

ocmtemptuoos look ; answered promptly, — if ponbk^ wiihoiit 
Ijing^ and yet withoat tdling anything ; — ahoired adf-poane- 
don, pride ; retorted eometimei, * Have yon nothing mom to 
ask?^ Gnunkow finding there ivas no imymado into anylihii^ 
not evoi into tiie secret of the Writing'^ase and the Boyd 
Women'^s operatioDs there^ hegan at last, as 1/l^llidmina say% 
to hint, That in his BCajesty^ service there were means of 
bringing oat the truth in spite of re&actoiy hnmomn ; that 
there was a thing called the radk, not yet abolished in bis 
Prussian BCajesty^s dominions I Iriedridi owned afterward^ 
his blood ran odd. However, he pat on a hig^ look: 'A 
Hangman, such as yoo, natondly takes pleasare in taUdng of 
his tools and his tiade : bat on me they will not prodnoe any 
efiect. I have owned eveiything ; and almost regret to have 
done so. For it is not my part to stand qoestioning^ and 
bandy responses with a coqum camme vouSy scoundrel like yoo,^ 
reports Wilhelmina,^ though we hope the actual term was 
slightly less candid ! — Grumkow gathered his notes together ; 
and went his ways, with the man in red doak and the 
rest ; thus finishing the scene in Mittenwalde. Mittenwaldey 
which we used to know long since, in our Wusterhausen rides 
with poor Duhan ; little thinking what awaited us there one 
day. 

Mittenwalde being finished, Friedrich, on Monday 5th 
September 1730, is sent forward to Ciistrin, a strong little 
town in a quiet Country, some sixty or seventy miles eastward 
of Berlin. On the evening of the 5th he finds himself lodged 
in a strong room of the Fortress there, — ^room consisting 
of bare walls lighted from far up; no furniture^ not even 
the needfulest; everything indicating that the proud spirit 
and the iron laws shsJl here have their duel out at leisure, and 
see which is stronger. 

His sword was taken from him at Wesel ; sword, uniform, 
every mark of dignity, all are now gone : he is clad in brown 
prison-dress of the plainest cut and cloth ; his diet is fixed at 

>Ls8a 
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tenpence a day (^ to be got from the cook^s shop, six groschen 
for dinner, four for supper ^);^ food to be cut for him, no 
knife allowed. Room is to be opened, morning, noon, and 
evening, * on the average not above four minutes each time ^ ; 
lights, or single tallow-light, to be extinguished at seven p jf . 
Absolute solitude ; no flute allowed, far firom it ; no books 
allowed, except the Bible and a Prayer-Book, — or perhaps 
Noltenius'^s Manual^ if he took a hankering for it. There, 
shut-out from the babble of fools, and conversing only with 
the dumb Veracities, with the huge inarticulate moanings of 
Destiny, Necessity, and Eternity, let the fool of a Fritz be- 
think himself, if there is any thought in him ! There, among 
the Bogs of the Oder, the very sedges getting brown all round 
him, and the very curlews flying off for happier climes, let 
him wait, till the question of his doom, rather an abstruse 
question, ripen in the royal breast. 

As for Wilhelmina, she is dose prisoner in her apartments 
in the Berlin Palace, sentries pacing at every outlet, for many 
months to come. Wilhelmina almost rather likes it, such a 
dog of an existence has she had hitherto, for want of being 
well let alone. She plays, reads ; composes music ; smuggles 
letters to and fix)m Mamma,— one in Pencil, from my Brother 
even, O Heavens ! Wilhelmina weeps, now and then, with 
her good Sonsfeld; hopes nevertheless there will be some 
dawn to this ragnardk^ or general * twilight of the gods.^ 
Friedrich Wilhelm, convinced that England has had a hand 
in this treason, signifies officially to his Excellency Captain 
Dickens, That the English n^otiations are concluded ; that 
neither in the way of Single-Marriage nor of Double-Marriage 
will he have anything more to do with England. ^Well,^ 
answers England, *who can help it? N^otiation was not 
quite of our seeking. Let it so end !^* — ^Nay,at dinner one 
day (Seckendorf reports, while Fritz was on the road to 

^ Order, 14th September 1730 (in Foister, L 37a). 

* Dickens's Despatch, asth September 1730 ; and Harrington's Answer to it, 
of 6th October : Seckendoff (in Fdister, iiu 9), 23d September. 
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Oistrin) he propoM the txMtt, «DowiiM of Ei^iiadf^^ and 
would have had tiie Queen drmk it; who nabmlly wepl» bat 
I cdnjeebue oonld not be made to drink. Her M^citj it m 
weefring, almoet fatoken-hearted woman ; hk Majesty a ngh^ 
ahnoet l»oken-heaited man. Seckendorf and Gnnnkow aic^ 
as it were, too victo ri oo i ; and now have theiriqfqpnlwnMne 
on that latter toore. But they look on witii ooontenaaom 
wdl veiled, and toodi the hdm jodicioaily in Tbbaeoo- 
Buliament, intent on the nearait haihoar of xefqgeu 

Her BCajesty neverthele» steadily pendsti; nmely rinks 
deeper oat of sij^t with her KngUsh sAemes; ^^■^Jf^g tiH 
the wave go by. Messages, desperate appeals still go^ *>»*«"g>> 
Mamsell BQlow, Wilhebnina^ Hoficlame^ and other channck; 
nay, Wilhelmina thinks there were still intentions on ffae part 
of England, and that the non-fulfilment of them at the last 
moment turned on accident ; English * Courier arrived some 
hours too late,^ thinks Wilhdmina.* But that is a mistake. 
The n^otiation, in spite of her Majesty'^s endeavours, was 
essentially out; England, after such a message, could not, 
nor did, stir farther in the matter. 

In that Writing-case his Majesty found what we know; 
nothing but mysterious effects of female art, and no lig^t 
whatever. It is a great source of wrath and of sorrow to 
him, that neither in the Writing-case, nor in Katte'^s or the 
Princess so-called < Confessions,^ can the thing be seen into. 
A deeper bottom it must have, thinks his Majesty, but knows 
not what or where. To overturn the Country, belike ; and 
fling the Kaiser, and European Balance of Power, bottom 
uppermost ? Me they presumably meant to poison ! he tells 
Seckendorf one day.* Was ever Father more careful for his 
children, soul and body ? Anxious, to excess, to bring them 
up in orthodox nurture and admonition : and this is how they 

1 Seckendorf (in Fdnter, iU. Ii). 

* VTilhelmina (L 369, 3S4), and Plrenit and others after htu 

> Dickens's Despatcht i6th September 1730. 
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rewaid me, Herr Fddzeugmeister ! 'Had he honestly con- 
fessed, and told me the whole truth, at Wesel, I would have 
made it up with him quietly there. But now it must go its 
lengths ; and the whole world shall be judge between us.^ ^ 

His Majesty is in a flaming height. He arrests, punishes 
and banishes, where there is trace of cooperation or connexion 
with Deserter Fritz and his schemes. The Billows, brother 
and sister, brother in the Eing^s service, sister in Wilhelmina^s, 
respectable goldstick people, originally of Hanover, are hurled 
out to Lithuania and the world^s end : let them live in Memel, 
and repent as they can. Minister Ejiyphausen, always of Eng- 
lish tendencies, he, with his Wife, — ^to whom it is specially 
hard, while Greneral Schwerin, gallant, witty Kurt, once of 
Mecklenburg, stays behind, — ^is ordered to disappear, and fol- 
low his private rural business fisur off ; no minister, evermore. 
The Lieutenant Spaen of the Giant Regiment, who kept false 
watch, and did not tell of Katte, gets cashiering and a year 
in Spandau. He wandered elsewhither, and came to some- 
thing afterwards, poor Spaen.* Bookseller Hanau with this 
bad Fritz^s Books : To Memel with him also ; let him deal in 
more orthodox kinds of Literature there. 

It is dangerous to have lent the Crown-Prince money, con- 
trary to the Royal Edict ; lucky if loss of your money will 
settle the account. Witness French Montholieu, for one; 
Count, or whatever he styled himself; nailed to the gallows 
(in effigy) after he had fled. It is dangerous to have spoken 
kindly to the Crown-Prince, or almost to have been spoken to 
by him. Doris Ritter, a comely enough good girl, nothing 
of a beauty, but given to music, Potsdam Cantor's (Precentor'^s) 
daughter, has chanced to be standing in the door, perhaps to 
be singing within doors, once or twice, when the Prince passed 
that way : Prince inquired about her music, gave her music, 
spoke a civility, as young men will, — nothing more, upon my 
honour; though his Majesty believes there was much more; 

> Seckendoff (F5nter» nbi snpii), 33d Sept 
* Pkoss, L 63, 66. 
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and ooDdemiis poor Doris to be whqpt hj tbe BomDc^ and 
beat hemp for thiee yean. Bhadamantfaai is « strict jn^SB^ 
your Majesty ; and m]|^t be a trifle better inlonnedl — Foot 
Doris got out of this sad pidde^ on her own sU e BgUi ; and 
iredded, and did wdl cnoa|^v— Hnoe and IBag ha|i|nl7 
leaving her aloDet thenoeCorth. Yoltain^ twenty yeaia afteiy 
had the pleasnze of seeing her at Beriin: *WitB of one 
Sdiommwi, C3eric of tbe HadDMy-Coach OAeev* — veadt 
Sdiomer, Farmer of the Berlin Hadmey^Oiecli Enletpu w 
in general ; decidedly a poor man. Wift^ by this time^ was 
grown haxd enoa^^ of leatme: 'tall^ ken; hwlBed Vkm a 
Sibyl; not the least iqppeaxanoe how she coold ewer ham 
deserved to be whipt for a Rrinoe.^^ 

The excellent iSitor of the Ocown-Frinoe^ good Dohaa de 
Jandon, for what fiuilt cft comfdicity we know not» is fanried 
off to Memel ; ordered to live tlia:e>— <m idiat lesomoea is 
equally unknown. Apparaitly his fisiult was the general one» 
of having miseducated tiie Prince, and introduced these Erencfa 
Literatures, foreign poisonous elements of thought and practioe 
into the mind of lus Pupil, which have ruined the young man. 
For his Majesty perceives that there lies the source of it ; that 
only total perversion of the heart and judgment, first of all, 
can have brought about these dreadful issues of ccmduct 
And indeed his Majesty understands, on credible informa- 
tion, that Deserter Fritz entertains very heterodox ojnnions ; 
opinion on Predestination, for one ; — ^which is itself calculated 
to be the very mother of mischief, in a young mind indined to 
evil. The heresy about Predestination, or the * Freie Gnadm- 
wahl (Election by Free GraceV as his Majesty terms it, 
according to whicli a man is preappointed firom all Eternity 
either to salvation or the opposite (which is Fritz^s noticm, 
and indeed is Calving and that of many benighted creatures, 
this Editor among them), appears to his Majesty an alto- 
gether shocking one ; nor would the whole Synod of Dort, or 

1 Voltaire, (Euvru (calunmiotu Vie PrM$ du R§i A Prmm)^ iL 51, 5a. 
VnxMt L 649 66. 
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Calvin, or St. Augustine in person, aided by a Thirty-Editor 
power, reconcile his Majesty^s practical judgment to such a 
tenet. What ! May not Deserter Fritz say to himself, even 
now, or in whatever other deeps of sin he may fall into, < I 
was foredoomed to it : how could I, or how can I, help it ? ' 
The mind of his Majesty shudders, as if looking over the edge 
of an abyss. He is meditating much whether nothing can be 
done to save the lost Fritz, at least the soul of him, from this 
horrible delusion; — ^hurls forth your fine Duhan, with his 
metaphysics, to remote Memel, as the first step. And signifies 
withal, though as yet only historically and in a speculative 
way, to Finkenstein and Ealkstein themselves, lliat their 
method of training-up a young soul, to do God'^s will, and 
accomplish useful work in this world, does by no means 
appear to the royal mind an admirable one ! ^ Finkenstein 
and Kalkstein were always covertly rather of the Queen^s 
party, and now stand reprimanded, and in marked disfavour. 

lliat the treasonous mystery of this Crown-Prince (parri- 
cidal, it is likely, and tending to upset the Universe) must be 
investigated to the very bottom, and be condignly punished, 
probably with death, his Majesty perceives too well ; and also 
what torible difficulties, formal and essential, there will be. 
But whatever become of his perishable life, ought not, if 
possible, the soul of him to be saved firom the daws of Satan ! 
* Claws of Satan '* ; < brand from the burning ^ ; ^ for Christ our 
Saviour^s sake\ <in the name of the most merciful Grod, 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, Amen ^ : — so Friedrich Wilhelm 
phrases it, in those confused old documents and Cabinet- 
Letters of his ; * which awaken a strange feeling in the atten- 
tive reader; and show us the ruggedest of human creatures 
melted into blubbering tenderness, and growling huskily 
something which we perceive is real prayer. Here has a 
business fallen out, such as seldom occurred before ! — 

^ His Letter to them (3d December 1730), in Forster, ii. 382. 
« Fonter, L 374, 379, etc. 
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CHAPTER IX 

GOURT-MABTIAL ON CBOWN-PUMGB AND CXlMiOB» 

Ths mmour of tliieM tUngs natandly filb dl miiidi^ and 
oocujnes all hniiMai iongiMi^ in Beriin and Bnnriay tboi^ an 
Edict threatens, That the tongoei diaU be eHl oirf ivl^ 
of them in any wajt^ and soonds fiur and wide into fctiijga 
Conrta and Coimtrici» niien there is no eodi Ediet IHadrii^ 
DI^Ihelm^B conduct, looked at fiEom without, appeaa tiiat of a 
hideous rojal ogre^ or Mind anthropophagous FolyphcBBni 
fidlen mad. Looked at ftmn within, when the FolyphcaBni 
has his reasons, and a Idnd of inner rushlight to gwli^^t— i Ui 
path ; and is not bent on man-eating, but on diadpline fai 
spite of difficulties, — it is a wild enough piece of bnmanitj, 
not so much ludicrous as tragicaL Never was a royal bear so 
led about before by a pair of conjuring pipers in the maiket, 
or brought to such a pass in his dancing for them ! 

^General Ginkel, the Dutch AmbMssdor here/ writes Diekeos, 'told 
me of an interview he had with the King ; ' being ordered hj their High 
MightineawB to solicit hia Majeaty in thie matter. King 'harbonn 
'' most monatroua wicked deeigna, not fit to be apoken of in worda* reports 
GinkeL ''It ia certain," added he, "if the Khig of Proaaia ooatinoe in 
the mind he ia in at preaent, we ahall aee acenea here aa widced and 
bloody aa any that were erer heard of aince the creation of the world." 
" Will sacrifice hia whole fiunily," not the Crown-Prince al<me ; "eferj- 
body except Grumkow being, aa he fimdea, in oonapiracy against him." 
Poor enchanted King! — ''And all theae thinga he aaid with audi 
imprecationa and diaordered looka, foaming at the mouth all the while, 
aa it was terrible either to aee or hear." ' That ia Ginkel'a report, aa 
Dickens convejra it.' Another time, on new order, a month later, wheo 
Ginkel went again to speak a word for the poor Prisoner, he foimd hia 
Majeaty clothed not in deliriooa thunder, but in aorrowful thiek fbg; 
Ginkel " was the less able to judge what the King of Pmaaia meant to 
do with his Son, aa it was evident the King himself did not know.** ' 



^ Dickens, of 7th Norember 173a 
> Despatch, 7U1 September 173a 
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Poor Friedrich Wilhelm, through these months, wanders 
about, shifting firom room to room, in the night-time, like a 
man possessed by evil fiends ; ' oxders his carriage for Wuster- 
hausen at two in the morning,^ but finds he is no better there, 
and returns ; drinks a great deal, ' has not gone to bed sober 
for a month past.^^ One night he comes gliding like a 
perturbed ghost, about midnight, with his candle in his hand, 
into the Queen^s apartment ; says, wildly staring, ' He thinks 
there is something haunting him^: — O Feekin, erring 
disobedient Wife, wilt not thou protect me, after all? 
Whither can I fly when haunted, except to thee ? Feekin, 
like a prudent woman, makes no criticism ; orders that his 
Majesty^s bed be made-up in her apartment till these pheno- 
mena cease.* A much-agitated royal Father. 

The question what is to be done with this unhappy Crown- 
Prince, a Deserter from the army, a rebel against the paternal 
Majesty, and a believer in the doctrine of Election by Free 
Grace, or that a man^s good or ill conduct is foredoomed upon 
him by decree of God, — ^becomes more intricate the longer one 
thinks of it. Seckendorf and Grumkow, alarmed at being too 
victorious, are set against violent high methods ; and suggest 
this and that consideration : * Who is it that can l^ally try, 
condemn, or summon to his bar, a Crown-Prince? He is 
Prince of the Empire, as well as your Majesty^s Son!^ — 
'Well, he is Heir of the Sovereign Majesty in Prussia, 
too ; and Colonel in the Potsdam Guards ! ^ answers Friedrich 
Wilhelm. 

At length, after six or seven weeks of abstruse meditation, 
it is settled in Tobacco-Parliament and the royal breast. That 
Eatte and the Crown-Prince, as Deserters from the Prussian 
Army, can and shall be tried by Court-Martial ; to that no 
power, on the earth or out of it, can have any objection worth 
attending to. Let a fair Court-Martial of our highest military 
characters be selected and got ready. Let that, as a voice of 
Rhadamanthus, speak upon the two culprits ; and tell us what 

^ Despatch, 19U1 December i/^cx * lb. 37th Feb^ 1731. 
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is to be done. By the ndddk of October, tbi^gi on IMedndi 
Wilbelm^B lide bave got to hr. 

Cf'OHW-Jnriiicv Ml CvMriii 

Fdor Bnedricb meanwfaik bet bad a grim tune of ftp tiifln 
two montbs back; left akne, in ooane brown prieon-dien^ 
within bis Ibiir baie %al]s at COetnn; in vnintaEmpfeBdy 
iinfathffT"***^<» colloquy with the Destinies and tbe Nffffesitif 
there. Tbe King^s stem Olden most be IblfiUed to tbe letter; 
the Orown-Frince is immnied in that manner. At Beriinb 
there are the wildest ramouis as to tbe state be has fidlen 
into; * covered with ngs and Termin, unshaven, no ooodi 
allowed him, lights his own fire^^ says one testimony, wbidi 
Captain Dickens thinks worth rqxnrting. For tiie tratb i% 
no unofficial eye can see the CSrown-Prince, or know what state 
he is in. And we find, in spite of the Edict, ' tongues,^ not 

< cut out,' kept wagging at a high rate. ^ People of all ranks 
are unspeakably indignant ^ at certain heights of the business : 

< Margravine Albert said publicly, ^A tyrant as bad as 
Nero!'"^ 

How long the Crown-Princess defiant humour held out, we 
are not told. By the middle of October there comes propoesl 
of ^entire confession ^ fix>m the Prince; and thougli, when 
Papa sends deputies accordingly, there is next to nothing new 
confessed, and Papa'^s anger blazes out again, probably we may 
take this as the turning-point on his Son^s part With him, 
of course, that mood of mind could not last. Tbere is no 
wildest lion but, finding his bars are made of iron, ceases to 
bite them. The Crown-Prince there, in his horror, indignation 
and despair, had a lucid human judgment in him, too ; loyal 
to facts, and well knowing their inexorable nature. Just 
sentiments are in this young man, not capable of permanent 
distortion into spasm by any form of injustice laid on them. 
It is not long till he b^ns to discern, athwart this 

> Dickens, 7th November, ad December 1730. 
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quasi-infernal element, that so the facts are ; and that nothing 
but destruction, and no honour that were not dishonour, will 
be got by not conforming to the facts. My Father may be a 
tyrant, and driven mad against me : well, well, let not me at 
least go mad ! 

Grumkow is busy on the mild side of the business; of 
course Grumkow and all official men. Grumkow cannot but 
ask himself this question among others: How if the King 
should suddenly die upon us ! Grumkow is out at Ciistrin, 
and again out ; explaining to the Prince, what the enormous 
situation is ; how inflexible, inexorable, and of peril and horror 
incalculable to Mother and Sister and self and royal House ; 
and that there is one possibility of good issue, and only one : 
that of loyally yielding, where one cannot resist. By degrees, 
some lurid troublous but perceptible light-gleam breaks 
athwart the black whirlwind of our mdignation and despak ; 
and saner thoughts begin to insinuate themselves. 'Obey, 
thou art not the strongest, there are stronger than thou ! 
All men, the highest among them, are called to learn 
obedience.^ 

Moreover, the first sweep of royal fury being past, his 
Majesty^s stem r^ulations at Ciistrin b^an to relax in fulfil- 
ment; to be obeyed only by those immediately responsible, 
and in letter rather than in spirit even by those. President 
von Miinchow who is head of the Domain-Kammer, chief 
representative of Gk>vemment at Ciistrin, and resides in the 
Fortress there, ventures after a little, the Princess doors being 
closed as we saw, to have an orifice bored through the floor 
above, and thereby to communicate with the Prince, and 
sympathetically ask. What he can do for him ? Many things, 
books among others, are, under cunning contrivance, smuggled 
in by the judicious Miinchow, willing to risk himself in such 
a service. For example, Miinchow has a son, a clever boy of 
seven years old ; who, to the wonder of neighbours, goes into 
childVpetticoats again ; and testifies the liveliest desire to be 
admitted to the Prince, and bear him company a little ! 
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done with them? Copenick lies on the road to Ciistrin, 
within a moming^s drive of Berlin ; there is an ancient 
Palace here, and room for a Court-Martial. * Que fakre f ils 
ont des coTumsT said the old Prussian Baths, wandering 
about in these woods, when Gustavus and his Swedes were at 
the door. * Que fcirt 9 ^ may the new military gentlemen 
think to themselves, here again, while the brown leaves rustle 
down upon them, after a hundred years ! 

The Court consists of a President, lieutenant-Greneral 
Schulenburg, an elderly Malplaquet gentleman of good 
experience ; one of the many Schulenburgs conspicuous for 
soldiering, and otherwise, in those times. He is nephew of 
George i.'*s lean mistress ; who also was a Schulenburg origin- 
ally, and conspicuous not for soldiering. Lean mistress we 
say ; not the Fat one, or cataract of tallow, with eyebrows 
like a cartwheel, and dim coaly disks for eyes, who was 
George i.'*s half-sister, probably not his mistress at all ; and 
who now, as Countess of Darlington so-called, sits at Isle- 
worth with good &t pensions, and a tame raven come-of-wUl. 
— ^probably the soul of George i. in some form.^ Not this 
one, we say: — but the thread-paper Duchess of Kendal, 
actual Ex-mistress; who tore her hair on the road when 
apoplexy overtook poor George, and who now attends chapel 
diligently, poor old anatomy or lean human nailrod. For the 
sake of the English reader searching into what is called 
< History,^ I, with indignation, endeavour to discriminate 
these two beings once again ; that each may be each, till 
both are happily forgotten to all eternity. It was the latter, 
lean maypole or nailrod one, that was Aunt of Schulenburg, 
the elderly Malplaquet gentleman who now presides at Cope- 
nick. And let the reader remember him ; for he will turn 
up repeatedly again. 

The Court consisted farther of three Major-Grenerals, 
among whom I name only Grumkow (Major-General by rank, 
though more of a diplomatist and black-artist than a soldier), 

^ See Walpole, R$mimsciH€$t. 
VOL. II. T 
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and Schwerin, Kurt von Schwerin of Mecklenburg (whom 
^ Madam Knyphausen r^rets, in her now exile to the 
Country) ; three Colonels, Derschau one of them ; three 
Lieutenant-Colonels, three Majors and three Captains, all of 
whom shall be nameless here. Lastly come three of the 
. < Auditor ^ or the Judge- Advocate sort : Mylius, the Com- 
piler of sad Prussian Quartos, known to some ; Grerber, 
whose red cloak has frightened us once already; and the 
Auditor of Eatte^s regiment. A complete Court-Martial, 
and of symmetrical structure, by the rule of three ; — of 
whose proceedings we know mainly the result, nor seek mudi 
to know more. This Court met on Wednesday 25th Octoba 
1730, in the little Town of Copenick ; and in six days had 
ended, signed, sealed and despatched to his Majesty ; and got 
back to Berlin on the Tuesday next. His Maj^y, who is 
now at Wusterhausen, in hunting time, finds conclusions to 
the following effect : 

Accomplices of the Crown-Prince are two : First, lieutenant Keith^ 
actual deserter (who cannot be caught) : To be hanged in effigy, cut in 
four quarters, and nailed to the gallows at Wesel : — Gwxl, says his 
Majesty. Secondly, Lieutenant Katte of the Gens-d'Armes, intended 
deserter, not actually deserting, and much tempted thereto : All things 
considered. Perpetual Fortress Arrest to Lieutenant Katte : — Noi Gwd 
this ; Bad this, thinks Majesty ; this provokes from his Majesty an angry 
rebuke to the too lax Court-MartiaL Rebuke which can still be read, in 
growling, unlucid phraseology ; but with a rhadamanthine idea dear 
enough in it, and with a practical purport only too clear : That Katte 
was a sworn soldier, of the Gens-d'Armes even, or Bodyguard of the 
Prussian Majesty ; and did nevertheless, in the teeth of his oath, 
' worship the Rising Sun ' when minded to desert ; did plot and col- 
league with foreign Courts in aid of said Rising Sun, and of an intended 
high crime against the Prussian Majesty itself on Rising Sun's part ; fxt 
from at once revealing the same, as duty ordered Lieutenant Katte to do. 
That Katte's crime amounts to high treason (crimen kesm maje9taH»)\ 
that the rule is. Fiat justitia, et pereat mundui; — and that, in brief, 
Katte's doom is, and is hereby declared to be. Death. Death by the 
gallows and hot pincers is the usual doom of Traitors ; but his Majesty 
will say in this case. Death by the sword and headsman simply ; certain 
circumstances moving the royal clemency to go so fair, no fiurther. And 
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the Court-Martial hu straightway to apprise Katte of this same : and so 
doings ' shall say^ That his Majesty is sorry for Katte ; but that it is 
better he die thaa that justice depsjrt out of the world ' ( Wititerhafuen, 
IH November 1790). Fbixdrich Wilhelm.'^ 

This is the iron doom of Katte ; which no prayer or in- 
fluence of mortal will avail to alter, — lest justice depart out 
of the world. Katte^s Father is a Greneral of rank, Com- 
mandant of Eonigsberg at this moment ; Katte^s Grandfather 
by the Mother^s side, old Fieldmarshal Wartensleben, is a 
man in good favour with Friedrich Wilhelm, and of high 
esteem and mark in his country for half a century past. But 
all this can effect nothing. Old Wartensleben thinks of the 
Daughter he lost; for happily Eatte^s Mother is dead long 
since. Old Wartensleben writes to Friedrich Wilhelm ; his 
mournful Letter, and Friedrich Wilhelm^s mournful but in- 
exorable answer, can be read in the Histories ; but show only 
what we already know. 

Katte^s Mother, neldmarshal Wartensleben^s Daughter, 
died in 1706 ; leaving Katte only two years old. He is now 
twenty-six ; very young for such grave issues ; and his fate is 
certainly very hard* Poor young soul, he did not resist 
&rther, or quarrel with the inevitable and inexorable. He 
listened to Chaplain Miiller of the Gens-d^Armes ; admitted 
profoundly, after his fashion, that the great Grod was just, 
and the poor Katte sinful, foolish, only to be saved by miracle 
of mercy ; and piously prepared himself to die on these terms. 
There are three Letters of his to his Grandfetther, which can 
still be read, one of them in Wilhelmina^s Book,' the sound oi 
it like that of dirges borne on the wind. Wilhelmina 
evidently pities Katte very tenderly ; in her heart she has a 
fine royal-maiden kind of feeling to the poor youth. He did 
heartily repent and submit ; left with Chaplain Miiller a 
Paper of pious considerations, admonishing the Prince to 
submit, lliese are Katte^s last employments in his prison at 
Berlin, after sentence had gone forth. 

> Pjrenii, L 44. * WUhefanhMy L 301. 
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KatU's End, 6th November 1780 

On Sunday evening 5th November, it is intimated to him, 
unexpectedly at the moment, that he has to go to Ciistrin, 
and there die; — carriage now waiting at the gate. Katte 
masters the sudden flurry ; signifies that all is ready, then ; 
and so, under chaige of his old Major and two brother 
Officers, who, and Chaplain Miiller, are in the carriage with 
him, a troop of his own old Cavalry Regiment escorting, he 
leaves Berlin (rather on sudden summons) ; drives all night, 
towards Ciistrin and immediate death. Words of sympathy 
were not wanting, to which Eatte answered cheerily ; grim 
fieuses wore a cloud of sorrow for the poor youth that n^t. 
Chaplain Miiller^s exhortations were fervent and continual; 
and, from time to time, there were heard, hoarsely melodious 
through the damp darkness and the noise of wheels, snatches 
of * devotional singing,' led by Miiller. 

It was in the gray of the winter morning, 6th November 
1780, that Katte arrived in Ciistrin garrison. He took kind 
leave of Major and men : Adieu, my brothers ; good be with 
you evermore ! — And, about nine o'clock he is on the road 
towards the Rampart of the Castle, where a scafibld stands. 
Eatte wore, by order, a brown dress exactly like the Prince's ; 
the Prince is already brought down into a lower room, to see 
Katte as he passes (to ^ see Katte die,' had been the royal 
order: but they smuggled that into abeyance); and Eatte 
knows he shall see him. Faithful Miiller was in the death- 
car along with Katte : and he had adjoined to himself one 
Besserer, the Chaplain of the Garrison, in this sad function, 
since arriving. Here is a glimpse from Besserer, which we 
may take as better than nothing : 

' His (Katie's) eyes were mostly directed to God ; and we (Muller and 
I), on our part^ strove to hold his heart up heavenwards^ by presenting 
the examples of those who had died in the Lord^ — as of God's Son him- 
self^ and Stephen^ and the Thief on the Cross^ — ^till^ under such dis- 
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couraiiig^ we approached the Castle. Here^ after long wistful looking 
about^ he did get sight of his beloved Jonathan,' Royal Highness the 
Crown- Prince, ' at a window in the Castle ; from whom he, with the 
politest and most tender expression, spoken in French, took leave, with 
no little emotion of sorrow.' ^ 

President Miinchow and the Commandant were with the 
Prince; whose emotions one may fancy, but not describe. 
Seldom did any Prince or man stand in such a predicament. 
Vain to say, and again say : * In the name of God, I ask you, 
stop the execution till I write to the King!' Impossible 
that ; as easily stop the course of the stars. And so here 
Eatte comes ; cheerful loyalty still beaming on his face, death 
now nigh. * Pardofmez-moi^ man cher Katte ! cried Friedrich 
in a tone : Pardon me, dear Katte ; O, that this should be 
what I have done for you ! — * Death is sweet for a Prince I 
love so well,' said Katte, < La mart est douce pour un ri aim- 
able Prince;'*^ and fared on, — around some angle of the 
Fortress, it appears; not in sight of Friedrich; who sank 
into a faint, and had seen his last glimpse of Katte in this 
world. 

The body lay all day upon the scaffold, by royal order ; 
and was buried at night obscurely in the common churchyard ; 
friends, in silence, took mark of the place against better 
times, — and Katte's dust now lies elsewhere, among that of 
his own kindred. 

* Never was such a transaction before or since, in Modem 
History,' cries the angry reader : * cruel, like the grinding of 
human hearts under millstones, like — '* Or indeed like the 
doings of the gods, which are cruel, though not that alone ? 
This is what, after much sorting and sifting, I could get 
to know about the definite facts of it. Commentary, not 
likely to be very final at this epoch, the reader himself shall 
supply at discretion. 

> Letter to Katte*s Father (Extract, hi Prenss, FHtdrUh mii Frmndm mnd 
FerwamlUth V* 7)» * Wllhehnlna, i 307; Fwaw, L 4S> 



CH. I.] MULI.ER WATTS ON CROWN-PRINCE 84S 

6th-xgth Nov. 1790] 

in Gk>Igotha8, and pathetically, not defiantly, contemplating 
the very worst. 

Chaplain Miiller of the Grens-d^Armes, being found a pious 
and intelligent man, has his orders not to return at once from 
Ciistrin ; but to stay there, and deal with the Prince, on that 
horrible Predestination topic and his other unexampled back- 
slidings which have ended so. Miiller staid accordingly, for a 
couple of weeks, intensely busy on the Predestination topic, 
and generally in assuaging, and mutually mollifying, paternal 
Majesty and afflicted Son. In all which he had good success ; 
and especially on the Predestination point was triumphantly 
successful. Miiller left a little Book in record of his proced- 
ures there ; which, had it not been bound over to the official 
tone, might have told us something. His Correspondence 
with the King, during those two weeks, has likewise been 
mostly printed ; ^ and is of course still more official, — ^teaching 
us next to nothing, except poor Friedrich Wilhelm^s . pro- 
foundly devotional mood, anxieties about the 'daws of Satan ^ 
and the like, which we were glad to hear of above. In 
Miiller otherwise is small help for us. 

But, fifty years afterwards, there was alive a son of this 
Miiller^s ; an innocent Country Parson, not wanting in sense, 
and with much simplicity and veracity ; who was fished out by 
Nicolai, and set to recalling what his Father used to say of 
this adventure, much the grandest of his life. In Miiller 
Junior'^s Letter of Reminiscences to Nicolai we find some 
details, got from his Father, which are worth gleaning : 

' When my Father first attempted^ by royal order, to bring the Crown- 
Prinoe to acknowledgment and repentance of the fault committed, 
Crown-Prince gave this excuse or explanation: ''As his Father coold 
not endure the sight of him, he had meant to get out of the way of his 
displeasure, and*go to a Court with which his Father was in Friendship 
and rdationahip," ' — clearly indicating England, think the MOllers 
Junior and Senior. 

» Fonter, I 376-379. 
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' For proof UiAt the intention was towards England this other eimmi- 

stance serves, that the one confidant — Herr Ton Keith^ if I mistake not' 

(no, you don't mistake)^ ' had already hespoken a ship for passage out' — 

Here is something still more unexpected : 

' My Father used to say, he found an ezeellent knowledge and eon- 
iriction of the truths of religion in the Crown-Princei By tho Prinee'f 
arrangement, my Father, who at first lodged with the Conunandant^ had 
to take up his quarters in the room right above the Prince ; who daily, 
often as early as six in the morning, rapped on the ceiling for him to 
come down ; and then they would ^pute and discuss, sometimes ]ialf> 
days long, about the different tenets of the Christian Sects ; — and my 
Father said, the Prince was perfectly at home in the Polemic Doctrines it 
the Reformed (Calvinistic) Church, even to the minutest points. As mj 
Father brought him proofs from Scripture, the Prince aaked him one 
time. How he could keep chapter and verse so exactly in his memory? 
Father drew from his pocket a little Hand-Concordance, and showed it 
him as one help. This he had to leave with the Prince for some dayi. 
On getting it back, he found inside on the fly-leaf, sketched in pencil,'— 
what is rather notable to History, — ' the figure of a man on his knees, 
with two swords hanging crosswise over his head ; and at the bottom 
these words of Psalm Seventy-third (verses 25, 26), IVhom have I in 
Heaven but thee f And there u none upon earth that Idetire hendee thee. My 
flesh and my heart fainteth and/aileth ; but God u the strength of my heart, 
and my portion forever.' — Poor Friedrich, this is a very unexpected pencil- 
sketch on his part ; but an undeniable one ; betokening abstruse night- 
thoughts and forebodings in the present juncture . — 

'^Vlloever considers this fine knowledge of religion, and reflects on 
the peculiar character and genius of the young Herr, which was ever 
struggling towards light and clearness (for at that time he had not become 
indifferent to religion, he often prayed with my Father on his knees),— 
will find that it was morally impossible this young Prince could have 
thought' (as some foolish persons have asserted) 'of throwing himself 
into the arms of Papal Superstition,' (seeking help at Vienna, marrying 
an Austrian Archduchess, and I know not what), ' or allow the intrigues 
of Catholic Priests to ' — Oh no, Herr MQller, nobody but very foolish 
persons could imagine such a thing of this young Herr. 

' When my Father, Herr von Katte's execution being ended, hastened 
to the Crown-Prince ; he finds him miserably ill {eehr aUerirt) ; advises 
him to take a cooling-powder in water, both which materials were ready 
on the table. This he presses on him : but the Prince always shakes hk 
head.' Suspects poison, you think? 'Hereupon my Father takes from 
his pocket a paper, in which he carried cooling-powder for his own use ; 
shakes-out a portion of it into his hand, and so into his mouth ; and now 
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the Crown-Pnnce grips at my Father's powder^ and takes that.' Privately 

to be made away with ; death resolved upon in some way ! thinks the 

desperate young num ? ^ 

That scene of Eatte^s execution, and of the Princess and 
other peopIe^s position in regard to it, has never yet been 
humanly set forth, otherwise the response had been different. 
Not humanly set forth, — and so was only barked at, as by the 
infinitude of little dogs, in all countries ; and could never yet 
be responded to in austere vox humanoj deep as a 2>^ PrqfimdiSj 
terrible as a Chorus of iEschylus, — ^for in effect that is rather 
the character of it, had the barking once pleased to cease. 

< King of Prussia cannot sleep,^ writes Dickens : ^ the 
officers sit up with him every night, and in his slumbers he 
raves and talks of spirits and apparitions.^' We saw him, 
ghost-like, in the night-time, gliding about, seeking shelter 
with Feekin against ghosts ; Ginkel by daylight saw him, now 
clad in thunderous tornado, and anon in sorrowful fog. Here, 
farther on, is a new item, — and joined to it and the others, a 
remarkable old one : 

* In regard to Wilhelmina^s marriage, and whether a Father 
cannot give his daughter in wedlock to whom he pleases, 
there have been eight Divines consulted, four Lutheran, four 
Reformed (Calvinist) ; who, all but one ^ (he of the Garrison 
Church, a rhadamanthine fellow in serge), have answered, 
^ No, your Majesty ! ^ * It is remarkable that his Majesty has 
not gone to bed sober for this month past.^ * 

What Seckendorf and Grumkow thought of all these 
phenomena ? They have done their job too well. They are 
all for mercy ; lean with their whole weight that way, — ^in 
black qualms, one of them withal, thinking tremulously to 
himself, * What if his now Majesty were to die upon us, in 
the interim ! ^ 

^ NicoUd, Afukdoten^ vi. 183-189. * Despatch, 3d October 173a 

* Dickens, 9th and 19th December 173a 
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CHAPTER II 

CBOWN-PBIKGB TO BEFENT AND NOT. FKBUH 



bf vegaxd to Friedridi, fhe Oourfe-MaitiAl nerii bo 
ment from the Cog ; the Mntnce on SUediidi, a lieiibaiaBfc- 
CScdonel guilty of desertioDy in^ from ncndmt and oU manbcn 
cxoept two» Death as by kw. The two who dif nttdj imok- 
ing royal demeiicy and paidon, were Major-Genetah by tank, 
— Sdiwerin^ as some writer one of theniy or if not SdiwciiDf 
then Linger; and for certain* Dfinho^ — two worthy gentle- 
men not known to any of my leaden, nor to me» esoept ai 
names. The rest are all coldly of opinion that tibe militaiy 
code says Death. Other codes and cmsidenitioiia may say 
this and that, which it is not in their pnmnce to tooch 
upon ; this is what the military code says : and they leave it 
there. 

The Junius Brutus of a Royal Majesiy had answered in 
his own heart grimly, Well then ! But his CoundUoiB, OU 
Dessauer, Grumkow, Seckendorf, one and all interpose vehe- 
mently. * Prince of the Empire, your Majesty, not a Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel only! Must not, cannot;^ — ^nay, good old 
Buddenbrock, in the fire of still unsuccessful pleadings tore 
open his waistcoat: ^If your Majesty requires blood, -take 
mine ; that other you shall never get, so long as I can speak !^ 
Foreign Courts interpose ; Sweden, the Dutch ; the English 
in a circuitous way, round by Vienna to wit; finally the 
Kaiser himself sends an Autograph ; ^ for poor Queen Soj^iie 
has applied even to Seckendorf, will be friends with Grumkow 
himsdf, and in her despair is knocking at every door. Junius 
Brutus is said to have had paternal affections withaL Bried- 
rich Wilhelm, alone against the whispers of his own heart 
and the voices of all men, yields at last in this cause. To 
Seckendorf, who has chalked-out a milder didactic plan of 

> Date, nth October 1730 (Fdnter, I 380). 
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treatment, still rigorous enough,^ he at last admits that such 
plan is perhaps good ; that the Eaiser^s Letter has turned 
the scale with him ; and the didactic method, not the behead- 
ing one, shall be tried. That Donhof and Schwerin, with 
their talk of mercy, with * their eyes upon the Rising Sun,* as 
is evident, have done themselves no good, and shall perhaps 
find it so one day. But that, at any rate, Friedrich'^s life is 
spared ; Eatte^s execution shall suffice in that kind. Repent- 
ance, prostrate submission and amendment, — ^these may do 
yet more for the prodigal, if he will in heart return. These 
points, sometime before the 8th of November, we find to be 
as good as settled. 

The unhappy prodigal is in no condition to resist farther. 
Chaplain Miiller had introduced himself with Katte^s dying 
admonition to the Crown-Prince to repent and submit. Chap- 
lain Miiller, with his wholesome cooling-powders, with his 
ghostly counsels, and considerations of temporal and eternal 
nature, — ^we saw how he prospered almost beyond hope. 
Even on Predestination, and the real nature of Election by 
Free Grace, all is coming right, or come, reports Miiller. 
The Chaplain'^s Reports, Friedrich Wilhelm^s grimly mollified 
Responses on the same : they are written, and in confused 
form have been printed; but shall be spared the English 
reader. 

And Grumkow has been out at Ciistrin, preaching to the 
same purport from other texts : Grumkow, with the thought 
ever present to him, 'What if Friedrich Wilhelm should 
die?^ is naturally an eloquent preacher. Enough, it has 
been settled (perhaps before the day of Eatte^s death, or at 
the latest three days after it, as we can see), That if the 
Prince wiU, and can with free conscience, take an Oath Q no 
mental reservation,* mark you !) of contrite repentance, of 
perfect prostrate submission, and purpose of future entire 
obedience and conformity to the paternal mind in all things, 

1 His Letter to the King, ift Norember 1730 (in Fdnter, L 375» 376). 
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^GnadmtMM!^ induded^ — the paternal mind umj poaiblj 
relax his durance a little^ and put him geadmlfy on proof 
agauL^ 

Towards wliidi iesoe^ as Chaplain MBller npcrti^ ihe 
Crown-Prince is ▼iribly g t aviiaUn g» with all Ua wcig^ and 
will The very GhodlmHoM is settled ; the jooBg aool (^^ 
a lover of Truth, yoor Majesty) t^is on his ceil^g, wiy ioor 
being overhead, before the winter son lises^ as a signni that I 
must come down to him ; — so eager to havn error and dait 
ness purged away. Believes himself, as I believe Urn, lead^ 
to undertake that Oath ; desires, however, to see it fin^ that 
he may maturely study every dense of it«— ^-Say yoa verilf 
so? answers Majesiy. And magf my msine heart flow oat 
again, and blubber gratefully over a sinner sa;ved, a poor Sen 
plucked as brand from the burning ? * Ood, the Moafc Wf^ 
give His blessing on it, then ! * condudes the paternal Majesty: 
< And as He often, by wondrous guidances, strange paths and 
thorny steps, will bring men into the Sngdom of Christ, so 
may our Divine Redeemer help that this prodigal son be 
brought into His communion. That his godless heart be 
beaten till it is softened and changed ; and so he be snatched 
from the claws of Satan. This grant us the Almighty God 
and Father, for our Lord Jesus Christ and His passion 
and death^s sake! Amen! — I am, for the rest, your wdl- 
affectioned King, Friedrich Wilhelm (Wmierhausen, 8A 
N(yoember 1780).'* 

Crown-Prince begina a new Course 

It was Monday 6th November, when poor Katte died. 
Within a fortnight, on the second Sunday after, there has 
a Select Commission, Grumkow, Borck, Buddenbrock, with 
three other Soldiers, and the Frivy Councillor Thulmeyer, 
come out to Ciistrin : there and then, Sunday November 

> King's Letter to MtUler, 8th November (Fanter, L 379). 
Foftter, L 379. 
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19th,^ these Seven, with due solemnity, administer the Oath 
(terms of Oath conceivable by readers) ; Friedrich being found 
ready. He signs the Oath, as well as audibly swears it: 
whereupon his sword is restored to him, and his prison-door 
opened. He steps forth to the Town Church with his Com- 
missioners ; takes the sacrament ; listens, with all Ciistrin, to 
an allusive Sermon on the subject; *text happily chosen, 
preacher handling it well.^ Text was Psalm Seventy-seventh, 
verse eleventh (tenth of our English version). And I said^ 
TTiia is my infirmity ; bui I wiU remember the years of the 
right hand of the Most High ; or, as Luther^s version more 
intelligibly gives it. This I have to suffer ; the right hand of 
the Most High can change all. Pteacher (not Miiller but 
another) rose gradually into didactic pathos ; Prince, and all 
Ciistrin, were weeping, or near weeping, at the close of the 
business.' 

Straight from Church the Prince is conducted, not to the 
Fortress, but to a certain Town Mansion, which he is to call 
his own henceforth, under conditions : an erring Prince half- 
liberated, and mercifully put on proof again. His first act 
here is to write, of his own composition, or helped by some 
official hand, this Letter to his All-serenest Papa; which 
must be introduced, though, except to readers of Grerman 
who know the ^ Dero'* (Theiro), ^ AUerdurMauchUgster^ and 
strange pipeclay solemnity of the Court-style, it is like to be 
in great part lost in any translation : 

' Ottitrin, 19th Noyember 1730. 
' Aur-SERBNEBT AND ALir«RACiou8nT Fatheb^ — ^To youT Rojal Majestjr, 
my All-graciousest Father^ bave^' — i.e. 'I have/ if one durst write the 
' 1/ — ' by my disobedience as Theiro ' (Yonro) ' subject and soldier, not 
less than by my undutifiilnees as Theiro Son, given occasion to a just 
wrath and aversion against me. With the All-obedientest respect I 

^ Nicolai, ezactest of men, only that Documents were occasionaUy less acces- 
sible in hb time, gives {Anekdoten^ vi. 187), 'Saturday November 25tb/ as the 
day of the Oath ; bat, no doubt, the later inquirers, Preuss (i. 56) and others, 
have found him wrong in this small instance. 

' Preuss, L 56. 
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•ntelt mjMlf vhoDy to Ae gnm €f mj BOil An-gEMlMM rSmt ; S 
fcighfaBjMottAU-fnidMnlytopwdooiM; MHimotMaMMBli Ae«tt> 
dnwal of my liboitf in m md oivest (MolliMriiMm Afrmt^ oo mj ova 
tbooghli of Ao fridt I kavo eoauMittod, thiit ksfo tooiigkfc ao to 
1^0^ widi oIl-obediODttit Mfoet nd oatetarioo, 
My AlkgmoloMMt Kki'o nd IkOM^o idUUIj 

ODid 80II9 

lUs new Homo of Kriediidi'b in tbo fittk Tomi of 
CSiistriiit bo findo ontiigod fbr him on ngorand j tinilly prii^ 
dpleoy yrt M a reol Houodiold of fait own; and evon in tlM 
foftai of a Coort, with Hoftnandial]* Kamrnwymhen^ and tlM 
other adjuncfai ; — Court reduced to ito limplfist fniiiiion^ ai 
the French sajy and probably the dmpeot ^at wao efor oet np^ 
Hofmazochall (Conrt-Manhal) is one WoUen, a civilian Ofliciil 
here. The Kamnicr)miken are Bohwedd and NatoMr; 
Natnner Junior, son of a distingnirfied FeUmanchall : *a 
good-hearted but foolish forward young fidlow,* saya Wil* 
helmina; *the failure of a coxcomb {petii-moUre monjii^^ 
For example, once, strolling about in a solemn Kaiser'^s Soiree 
in Vienna, he found in some quiet comer the young Duke of 
Lorraine, Franz, who it is thought will be the divine llaria 
Theresa^s husband, and Kaiser himself one day. Foolish 
Natzmer found this noble young gentleman in a remote 
comer of the Soir^; went up, nothing loath, to speak 
gradosities and insipidities to him : the noble young gentle- 
man yawned, as was too natural, a wide long yawn ; and in 
an insipid familiar manner, foolish Natzmer (Wilhdmina and 
the Berlin circles know it) put his finger into the noble young 
gentleman^s mouth, and insipidly wagged it there. * Sir, you 
seem to forget where you are I * said the noble young gentle- 
man; and closing his mouth with emphasis, turned away; 
but happily took no farther notice.* This is all we yet 
know of the history of Natzmer, whose heedless ways and 



1 Prensi, L 56, 57 ; and Anonjmoos, FHmHcks du GrBtsm Britfk m$ 
Vatir (Berlin, Pofcn und Biomberg, iS^S)* p. 3. 
t WilhelmiDa, L 31a 
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slapdash speculations, tinted with natural ingenuity and good- 
humour, are not unattractive to the Prince. 

Hofmarschall and these two Eammerjunkers are of the 
lawyer species ; men intended for Official business, in which 
the Prince himself is now to be occupied. The Prince has 
four lackeys, two pages, one valet He ' wears his sword, but 
has no sword-tash (jporie-ipie)^ much less an officer^s uniform : 
a mere Prince put upon his good behaviour again ; not yet a 
soldier of the Prussian Army, only hoping to become so again. 
He wears a light-gray dress, ^hech^auer (pike-gray) frock 
with narrow silver cordings ^ ; and must recover his uniform, 
by proving himself gradually a new man. 

For there is, along with the new housdiold, a new employ- 
ment laid out for him in Ciistrin ; and it shall be seen what 
figure he makes in that, first of all. He is to sit in the 
Domdnen-Kammer or Gk>vemment Board here, as youngest 
Rath ; no other career permitted. Let him leam Economics 
and the way of managing Domain Lands (a very principal 
item of the royal revenues in this Country) : humble work, but 
useful ; which he had better see well how he will do. Two 
elder Baths are appointed to instruct him in the Economic 
Sciences and Practices, if he show faculty and diligence ; — 
which in fact he turns out to do, in a superior degree, having 
every motive to try. 

This kind of life lasted with him for the next fifteen 
months, all through the year 1781 and farther; and must 
have been a very singular, and was probably a highly 
instructive year to him, not in the Domain Sciences alone. 
He is left wholly to himself. All his fellow-creatures, as it 
were, are watching him. Hundred-eyed Argus, or the Ear of 
Dionysius, that is to say, Tobacco-Parliament with its spies 
and reporters, — ^no stirring of his finger can escape it here. 
He has much suspicion to encounter: Papa looking always 
sadly askance, sadly incredulous, upon him. He is in corre- 
spondence with Grumkow ; takes much advice fix>m Grumkow 
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our pronpcep-gaMnUy pmnMcuif in iM juiuiijBat -Jony flBB 
not an ill-wiahar fiuthor); profimM nmcli *li^«liftilii— to 
Gnunkowy now and lienoefiDftlL Hunk 70a fiir ^>wy»y me 
ont of the lUMtoiy window, and caifhing me ly tfa ooataUrlil 
—Left altogether to himidl^ aa we aaid; haa m tim wbA 
Unmne nothing that wiU aa;ve him hot hit own good MnHb- 
his own power of d ia c o fe rin g what ia what, and of doing what 
wiU be bidiovefid therein. 

He is to qmt hb Brcndi literatnzes and penudooa pncliosib 
oneandalL His ?ery flnt^ most innoeent ^ftinceaa,^ as hs 
used to call his flute in old days, is denied him ever ainoe hs 
came to Ciistrin ; — ^bat by deipees he prifatdy gets her hack, 
and consorts mudi with her ; wails forth, in b eau i ift d adagio% 
emotions for whidi there is no other otteranoe at pcesoit 
He has liberty of Ciistrin and the ndghbooriiood ; oat ef 
Ciistrin he is not to lodge, any nig^t, without leate had of 
the Commandant. Let him walk warily ; and in good eameit 
study to become a new creature, useful for something in the 
Domain Sciences and otherwise. 



CHAPTER III 

WILHELMINA IS TO WED THE PRINCE OF BAIREUTH 




Crown-Pbince Fbiedrich being settled so far, his Majesty 
takes up the case of Wilhdmina, the other ravelled skein 
lying on hand. Wilhdmina has been prisoner in her 
Apartment at Berlin all this while : it is proper Wilhelmina 
be disposed of; either in wedlock, filially obedient to the 
royal mind ; or in some much sterner way, * within four walls,* 
it is whispered, if disobedient. 

Poor Wilhdmina never thought of disobeying her parents : 
only, which of them to obey ? King looks towards the Prince 
of Baireuth again, agreed on before those hurly-borlies now 
past; Queen looks far otherwards. Queen Smhie still 
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desperately believes in the English match for Wilhelmina; 
and has subterranean correspondences with that Court; 
refusing to see that the negotiation is extinct there. Grumkow 
himself, so over-victorious in his late task, is now heeling 
towards England ; * sincere in his wish to be well with us,^ 
thinks Dickens : Grumkow solaces her Majesty with delusive 
hopes in the English quarter. < Be firm, child ; trust in my 
management ; ^ only swear to me, on your eternal salvation, 
that never, on any compulsion, will you marry another than 
the Prince of Wales ; — give me tiiat oath ! ^ ^ Such was 
Queen Sophie^s last proposal to Wilhelmina, — anight of the 
S7th of January 1731, as is computable, — ^her Majesty to 
leave for Potsdam on the morrow. They wept much together 
that night, but Wilhelmina dextrously evaded the oath, on a 
religious ground. Prince of Baireuth, whom Papa may like 
or may not like, has never yet personally made appearance : 
who or what will make appearance, or how things can or will 
turn, except a bad road, is terribly a mystery to Wilhelmina. 
What with chagrin and confinement, what with bad diet 
(for the very diet is bad, quality and quantity alike unspeak- 
able), Wilhelmina sees herself < reduced to a skeleton^; no 
company but her faithful Sonsfeld, no employment but her 
Books and Music; — struggles, however, still to keep heart. 
One day, it is in February 1731, as I compute, they are 
sitting, her Sonsfeld and she, at their sad mess of so-called 
dinner, in their remote upper story of the Berlin Schloss, 
tramp of sentries the one thing audible ; and were < looking 
mournfully at one another, with nothing to eat but a soup of 
salt and water, and a ragout of old bones full of hairs and 
slopperies,^ — nothing else ; that was its real quality, whatever 
fine name they might give it, says the vehement Princess, — 
< we heard a sharp tapping at the window ; and started up in 
surprise, to see what it could be. It was a raven, carrying in 
its beak a bit of bread, which it left on the window-sill, and 
flew away.' * 

^ Wilhelmina, L 314. * IM. 3161 

VOL. n. Z 
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Wilhdmina^s history; Queen commanding one thing, King 
another, and the hour of decision come. 

Entering, announcing themselves, with dreadful solemnity, 
these gentlemen, Grumkow the spokesman, in soft phrase, but 
with strict clearness, made it apparent to her. That marry she 
must, — the Hereditary Prince of Baireuth, — and without the 
consent of both her parents, which was unattainable at 
present, but peremptorily under the command of one of them, 
whose vote was the supreme. Do this (or even say that you 
will do it, whisper some of the well-affected), his Majesty^s 
paternal favour will return upon you like pent waters ; — and 
the Queen will surely reconcile herself (or perhaps turn it all 
her own way yet ! whisper the well-affected). Refuse to do 
it, her Majesty, your Royal Brother, you yourself. Royal 
Highness, God only knows what the unheard-of issue will be 
for you all ! Do it, let us advise you : you must, you must ! 
— Wilhelmina wrung her hands ; ran distractedly to and fro ; 
the well-affected whispering to her, the others ^ conversing at 
a window.^ At length she did it. Will marry whom her 
all-gracious Papa appoints ; never wished or meant the least 
disobedience ; hopes, beyond all things, his paternal love will 
now return, and make everybody blessed ; — and O, reconcile 
Mamma to me, ye well-affected! adds she. — Bravissimo! 
answer they : her Majesty, for certain, will reconcile herself ; 
Crown-Prince get back from Ciistrin, and all will be well.^ 

Friedrich Wilhelm was overjoyed ; Queen Sophie Dorothee 
was in despair. With his Majesty, who ^wept^ like a 
paternal bear, on reembracing Wilhelmina the obedient some 
days hence, it became a settled point, and was indicated to 
Wilhelmina as such. That the Crown-Prince would, on her 
actual wedding, probably get back from Ciistrin. But her 
Majesty^s reconcilement, — this was very slow to follow. Her 
Majesty was still in flames of ire at their . next interview ; 
and poor Wilhelmina fainted, on approaching to kiss her 
hand. * Disgraced, vanquished, and my enemies triumphing ! ^ 

^ Wilhelmina, L 327*333. 





856 CROWN-PRINCE RETRIEVED [BOOKvni. 

[iith Ifaj I7SI 

said her Majesty ; and vented her wrath on Wilhelmina ; and 
fell ill (so soon as there was leisure), ill, like to die, and said 
^ Why pretend to weep, when it is you that have killed me ! ^ 
— and indeed was altogether hard, bitter, upon the poor 
Princess ; a chief sorrow to her in these trying months. Can 
there be such wrath in celestial minds, venting itself so un- 
reasonably ? — 

At present there is no leisure for illness ; grand visitors in 
quantity have come and are coming; and the Court is 
brilliant exceedingly ; — ^his Majesty blazing out into the dae 
magnificence, which was very great on this occasion, domestic 
matters looking up with him again. The Serenities of 
Brunswick are here, young and old ; much liked by fViedrich 
Wilhelm; and almost reckoned family people, — ever since 
their Eldest Son was affianced to the Princess Charlotte here, 
last visit they made. To Princess Charlotte, Wilhelmina's 
second junior, — mischievous, coquettish creature she, though 
very pretty and insinuating, who seems to think her Intended 
rather a phlegmatic young gentleman, as Wilhelmina gradu- 
ally discovers. Then there is old Duke Eberhard Ludwig, 
of Wiirtemberg, whom we saw at Ludwigsburg last year, in 
an intricate condition with his female world and otherwise, 
he too announces himself, — according to promise then given. 
Old Duke Eberhard Ludwig comes, stays three weeks in great 
splendour of welcome ; — poor old gentleman, his one son is 
now dead ; and things are getting earnest with him. On his 
return home, this time, he finds, according to order, the foul 
witch Gravenitz duly cleared away ; reinstates his injured 
Duchess, with the due feelings, better late than never ; and 
dies in a year or two, still childless. — 

These are among the high guests at Berlin ; and there are 
plenty of others whom we do not name. Magnificent dining ; 
with * six-and-twenty blackamoors,' high-coloured creatures, 
marching up the grand staircase, round the table, round it, 
and then down again, melodious, doing ^janizary music,' if 
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you happen to prefer that kmd ; — trained creatures these 
blackamoors, all got when boys, and set to cymballing and 
fifing betimes, adds my authority.^ Dining, boar-hunting (if 
the boar be huntable), especially reviewing, fail not in those 
fine summer days. 

One evening, it is Sunday S7th of May, latish, while the 
high guests, with Queen and Wilhelmina, are just passing in 
to supper (Eing^s Majesty having * gone to bed at seven,^ to 
be well astir for the review to-morrow), a sound of wheels is 
heard in the court Modest travelling-equipage rolls up into 
the inner court; to the foot of the grand staircase there, 
whither only Princes come : — who can it be ? The Queen 
sends to inquire. Heavens, it is the Hereditary Prince of 
Baireuth ! * Medusa^s Head never produced such efiect as did 
this bit of news : Queen sat petrified ; and V by reflex, was 
petrified too ! Wilhelmina passed the miserablest night, no 
wink of sleep ; and felt quite ill in the morning ; — ^in dread, 
too, of Papa^s rough jests, — and wretched enough. She had 
begged much, last night, to be excused from the review. 
But that could not be : < I must go,^ said the Queen after 
reflection, *and you with me.^ Which they did; — and 
diversified the pomp and circumstance of mock-war by a 
small unexpected scene. 

Queen, Princess and the proper Dames had, by his 
Majesty^s order, to pass before the line : Princess in much 
trouble, * with three caps huddled on me, to conceal myself,^ 
poor soul. Margraf of Schwedt, at the head of his la- 
ment, * looked swollen with rage,^ high hopes gone in this 
manner ; — and saluted us with eyes turned away. As for his 
Mother, the Dessau Margravine in high colours, she was * blue 
in the face^ all day. lines passed, and salutations done, her 
Majesty and Dames withdrew to the safe distance, to look 
on : — Such a show, for pomp and circumstance, Wilhelmina 
owns, as could not be equalled in the world. Such wheeling, 
rhythmic coalescing and unfolding; accurate as clockwork, 

' Fassmann, p. 726, etc. 
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plaisance to suffer his debaucheries, you will quite govern 
him ; and you will be more King than he, when once his 
Father is dead. Only see what a part you will play ! It will 
be you that decide on the weal or woe of Europe, and give 
law to the Nation,^ ^ — ^in a manner ! Which Wilhelmina did 
not think a celestial prospect even then. Who knows but, 
of all the offers she had, * four ^ or three < crowned heads^ 
among them, this final modest honest one may be intrinsi- 
cally the best? Take your portion, if inevitable, and be 
thankful ! — 

The Betrothal follows in about a week : Sunday 3d June 
1731 ; with great magnificence, in presence of the high guests 
and all the world : and Wilhelmina is the affianced Bride of 
Friedrich of Baireuth : — and that enormous Double-Marriage 
Tragicomedy, of Much Ado about Nothing, is at last ended. 
Courage, friends ; all things do end ! — 

The high guests hereupon go their ways again ; and the 
Court of Berlin, one cannot but suppose, collapses, as after a 
great effort finished. Do not Friedrich Wilhelm and in- 
numerable persons, — the readers and the writer of this 
History included, — ^feel a stone rolled off their hearts ? — ^It 
is now, and not till now, that Queen Sophie falls sick, and 
like to die; and reproaches Wilhelmina with killing her. 
Friedrich Wilhelm hopes confidently, not ; waits out at 
Potsdam, for a few dajrs, till this killing danger pass; 
then departs, with double impetuosity, for Preussen, and 
despatch of Public Business; such a mountain of Domestic 
Business being victoriously got under. 

Poor Eling, his life, this long while, has been a series of 
earthquakes and titanic convulsions. Narrow miss he has 
had, of pulling down his house about his ears, and burying 
self, son, wife, family and fortunes, under the ruin-heap, — a 
monument to remote posterity. Never was such an enchanted 
dance, of well-intentioned Royal Bear with poetic tempera- 
ment, piped to by two black-artists, for the Kaiser^s and 

^ Wilhelmma, L 143. 
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Pragmatic Sanction'*8 sake ! Let Tobaooo-Farliament ako 
rejoice ; for truly the play was growing dangeioasy of late. 
King and Parliament, we may suppose, return to Public 
Business with double vigour. 




CHAPTER IV 

CRIMINAL JUSTICE IN PREUSSEN AND ELSEWHERE 

Not that his Majesty, while at the deepest in domestic 
intricacies, ever neglects Public Business. This very summer 
he is raising Hussar Squadrons; bent to introduce the 
Hussar kind of soldiery into his Army; — a good deal of 
horsebreaking and new sabre-exerciBe needed for that object^ 
The afikirs of the Reich have at no moment been out of his 
eye ; glad to see the Kaiser edging round to the Sea-Powers 
again, and things coming into their old posture, in spite of 
that sad Treaty of Seville. 

Nay, for the last two years, while the domestic volcanos 
were at their worst, his Majesty has been extensively dealing 
with a new question which has risen, that of the Salzburg 
Protestants ; concerning which we shall hear more anon. Far 
and wide, in the Diets and elsewhere, he has been diligently, 
piously and with solid judgment, handling this question of 
the poor Salzburgers; and has even stored up moneys in 
intended solace of them (for he foresees what the end will 
be) ; — moneys which, it appears about this time, a certain 
Official over in Preussen has been peculating ! In the end of 
June, his Majesty sets off to Preussen on the usual Inspection 
Tour ; which we should not mention, were it not in r^ard to 
that same Official, and to something very rhadamanthine and 
particular which befell him ; significant of what his Majesty 
can do in the way of prompt justice. 

^ Fissmann, pp. 417, 418. 
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Case qfSchlubhui 

The EoDigsberg Domain-Board {Kriegs- und Domanen- 
Kammer) had fallen awry, in various points, of late ; several 
things known to be out-at-elbows in that Country ; the 
Kammer Raths evidently lax at their post ; for which reason 
they have been sharply questioned, and shaken by the collar, 
so to speak. Nay there is one Rath, a so-called Nobleman of 
those parts, by name Schlubhut, who has been found actually 
defaulting; peculating from that pious hoard intended for 
the Salzburgers : he is proved, and confesses, to have put into 
his own scandalous purse no less than 11,000 thalers, some 
say 30,000 (almost 5,000{.), which belonged to the Public 
Treasury and the Salzburg Protestants ! These things, 
especially this latter unheard-of Schlubhut thing, the Supreme 
Court at Berlin (Cfiminal'Cottegiufn) have been sitting on, for 
some time ; and, in r^ard to Schlubhut, they have brought 
out a result, which Friedrich Wilhelm not a little admires at. 
Schlubhut clearly guilty of the defalcation, say they ; but he 
has moneys, landed properties : let him refund, principal and 
interest ; and have, say, three or four years^ imprisonment, by 
way of memento. * Years^ imprisonment ? Refund ? Ia 
theft in the highest quarters a thing to be let-oiF for refund- 
ing ? ^ growls his Majesty ; and will not confirm this sentence 
of his Criminal-Collegium ; but leaves it till he get to the 
spot, and see with his own eyes. Schlubhut, in arrest or mild 
confinement all this while, ought to be bethinking himself 
more than he is ! 

Once on the spot, judge if the Konigsberg Domain- 
Kammer had not a stiff muster to pass ; especially if Schlub- 
huf's drill-exercise was gentle! Schlubhut, summoned to 
private interview with his Majesty, carries his head higher 
than could be looked for : Is very sorry ; knows not how it 
happened ; meant always to refund ; will refund, to the last 
penny, and make all good. — * Refund ? Does He (Er) know 



/ 



86S CROWN-PBINCE BETBIEVED [BOOKvm. 

what stealing meansy then ? How the eommnnwit oonvidsed 
private thief finds the gallows his portioii; mndi moiEe a 
public maf^strate oonvicted of theft f Is He aware that He, 
in a veij eqpecial niamier» de ser v es hangii^ then ?* — Sdblnb- 
hut looks oflBended dignity; oonsoioas of xank, if also ef 
qnasi-thcft i *Eiid mchi Mamer (it is not the polite tfaiqg) 
to hang a Pmssian Nobleman on those Iq^ tenns !* answts 
Schlubhnt, hig|i-mannered at the wrong time: *I oan end 
will pay the money back!^ — iV'otb-man? Money faadL? 
'I wUl none of His scoondzdly money.* To stxait Fomm 
with this Schurhe I — ^And thither he goes aoootdinf^y : nn- 
hi^piest of mortals; to be conscious of xankv not at the 
rif^t place, when about to steal the money, but at the 
wrong, when answering to Bhadamanthus on it ! 

And there, sure enou^ Sdilubfaut lies, in his priaon on 
the SchhisplaiZy or Castle Square^ of Eonigsbeigy all nig^t ; 
and hears, close by the Domanen'Ka$fiimerf whic^ is in the 
same Square, Damdnen-Kammer where his Office used to be, 
a terrible sound of carpentering go on ; — unhappiest of 
Prussian Noblemen. And in the morning, see, a high 
gallows built; close in upon the Domain-Kammer, looking 
into the very windows of it ; — and there, sure enough, tlie 
unfortunate Schlubhut dies the thiefs death, few hours hence, 
speaking or thinking what, no man reports to me. Death 
was certain for him ; inevitable as fate. And so he vibrates 
there, admonitory to the other Raths for days, — some say for 
weeks, — ^till by humble petition they got the gallows removed. 
The stumps of it, sawed close by the stones, were long after 
visible in that Schlossplatz of Konigsberg. Here is prompt 
justice with a witness ! Did readers ever hear of such a 
thing? There is no doubt about the fact,^ though in all 
Prussian Books it is loosely smeared over, without the least 
precision of detail ; and it was not till after long seaidiing 
that I could so much as get it dated: July 17S1, while 

^ Benekendorf (Anonymous), ICaraktertilge aus dtm Leben KSm^g FHtdrici 
mihilm I. (Berlin, 1788), vii. 15.30 ; Fonter (iL J68), etc. etc. 
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Friedrich Crown-Prinoe is still in eclipse at Ciistrin, and some 
six weeks after Wilhelmina^s betrothal. And here further- 
more, direct from the then Schlubhut precincts, is a stray 
Note, meteorological chiefly ; but worth picking up, since it 
is authentic ^Wehlau,^ we observe, is on the road home- 
wards again,— on our rehim from uttermost Memel, — a day^s 
journey hitherwaids of that place, half a day^s thitherwards of 
Eonigsberg : 

'Tuesday 10th Jufy 1731. King dining with General Dockum at 
Wehlau,' — where he had been again reviewing, for about forty hours, 
all manner of regiments brought to rendezvous there for the purpose, 
poor ' General Katte with his regiment,' among them ; — King at dinner 
with General Dockum after all that, ' took the resolution to be o£f to 
Konigsberg ; and arrived here at the stroke of midnight, in a deluge of 
rain.' This brings us within a day, or two days, of Schlubhut's death. 
Terrible 'combat of Bisons {Uri or Auerochien, with such manes, such 
heads), of two wild fiisons against six wild Bears,' then ensued ; and the 
Schlubhut human tragedy ; I know not in what sequence, — ^rather con- 
jecture the Schlubhut had gone first, Pillau, road to Dantzig, on the 
narrow strip between the Frische Haf and Baltic, is the next stage home- 
wards ; at Pillau, General Finkenstein (excellent old Tutor of the Crown- 
Prince) is Commandant, and expects his rapid Majesty, day and hour 
given, to me not known. Majesty goes in three carriages ; Old Des- 
sauer, Grumkow, Seckendorf, Ginkel are among his suite ; weather still 
very electric : 

'At Fischhausen, half way to Pillau, Majesty had a bout of elk- 
hunting; kiUed sixty elks' (Melton-Mowbray may consider it), — 
'creatures of the deer sort, nimble as roes, but strong as bulls, and 
four palms higher than the biggest horse, — ^to the astonishment of 
Seckendorf, Ginkel, and the strangers there. Half-an-hour short of 
Pillau, furious electricity again ; thunderbolt shivered an oak-tree fifteen 
yards from Majesty's carriage. And at Pillau itself, the Battalion in 
Grarrison there, drawn-out in arms, by Count Finkenstein, to receive his 
Majesty ' (rain over by this time, we can hope), ' had suddenly to rush 
forward and take new ground ; Frische Haf, on some pressure from the 
elements, having suddenly gushed out, two hundred paces beyond its old 
watermark in that place.' ^ 

Pillau, Fischhausen, — ^this is where the excellent old Adal- 
bert stamped the earth with his life ^in the shape of a 

^ See Mauvillon, iL 393-397 ; — comcHng by Fassnuum, p. 433. 
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cnidfix^ eight hundred yean ago: and these axe the new 
phenomena there ! — ^llie General Dockum, Colonel of 
Dragoons, whom his Majesty dined with at Wehlau, got 
his death not many months after. One of Dockam''8 Dragoon 
Lieutenants felt insulted at something, and demanded Ui 
discharge: disdiaige given, he diallenged Dockum, duel of 
pistols, and shot him dead.^ Nothing moie to be said of 
Dockum, nor of that Lieutenant, in military annala. 



Ccue qfihe Crwwnai-CoUegium iisdf 

And thus was the error of the Criminal-Collegium rectified 
tn re Schlubhut. For it is not in name only, but in find, 
that this Sovereign is Supreme Judge, and bears the sword in 
Grod^s stead, — ^interfering now and then, when need is, in thu 
terrible manner. In the same dim authentic Benekendoif 
(himself a member of the Criminal-Coll^um in later times), 
and from him in all the Books, is recorded another inter- 
ference somewhat in the comic vein ; which also we may give. 
Undisputed fact, again totally without precision or details; 
not even dateable, except that, on study, we perceive it may 
have been before this Schlubhuf's execution, and after the 
Criminal-Collegium had committed their error about him, — 
must have been while this of Schlubhut was still vividly in 
mind. Here is the unprecise but indubitable fact, as the 
Prussian Dryasdust has left us his smear of it : 

* One morning early ' (might be before Schlubhut was 
hanged, and while only sentence of imprisonment and restitu- 
tion lay on him). General Graf von Donhof, Colonel of a 
Musketeer regiment, favourite old soldier, — who did vote on 
the mild side in that Court-Martial on the Crown-Prince 
lately ; but I hope has been forgiven by his Majesty, being 
much esteemed by him these long years past ; — ^this Donhof, 
early one morning, calls upon the King, with a grimly lament- 
ing air. * What is wrong, Herr General ? ' — * Your Majes^, 

1 7th April 1732 {Militair-Lexihm, i. 365). 
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my best musketeer, an excellent soldier, and of good inches, 
fell into a mistake lately, — ^bad company getting round the 
poor fellow; they, he among them, slipt into a house and 
stole something ; trifle and without violence : pay is but three 
half-pence, your Majesty, and the Devil tempts men ! Well, 
the Criminal-Collegium have condemned him to be hanged; 
an excellent soldier and of good inches, for that one fault. 
Nobleman Schlubhut was * to make restitution,^ they decreed : 
that was their decree on Schlubhut, one of their own set ; and 
this poor soldier, six feet three, your Majesty, is to dance on 
the top of nothing for a three-halfpenny matter ! ^ — So would 
Donhof represent the thing, — < fact being,^ says my Dryasdust, 
*it was a case of housebreaking with theft to the value of 
6,000 thalers, and this musketeer the ringleader ! ^ — ^Well ; 
but was Schlubhut sentenced to hanging ? Do you keep two 
weights and two measures, in that Criminal-Collegium of 
yours, then ? 

Friedrich Wilhelm feels this sad contrast very much ; the 
more, as the soldier is his own chattel withal, and of superla- 
tive inches : Friedrich Wilhelm flames-up into wrath ; sends 
ofi^ swift messengers to bring these Judges, one and all, 
instantly into his presence. The Judges are still in their 
dressing-gowns, shaving, breakfasting ; they make what haste 
they can. So soon as the first three or four are reported to 
be in the ante-room, Friedrich Wilhelm, in extreme impatience, 
has them called in ; starts discoiursing with them upon the 
two weights and two measures. Apologies, subterfuges do 
but provoke him farther; it is not long till he starts up, 
growling terribly : * Ihr Schurken (Ye Scoundrels), how could 
you ? ^ and smites down upon the crowns of them with the 
Royal Cudgel itself. Fancy the hurry-scurry, the unforensic 
attitudes and pleadings ! Royal Cudgel rains blows, right 
and left : blood is drawn, crowns cracked, crowns nearly 
broken ; and < several Judges lost a few teeth, and had their 
noses battered,^ before they could get out. The second relay 
meeting them in this dilapidated state, on the staircases. 




^^^^ft (London, 
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' October SXUh, 1731, Spanub Garriaon*, no longer bo bTpotbMu, but • 
bodllj fact, 6,000 Btrong, " coDvofed by tbe Britiak Fleet," came into 
Lc^bom, and proceeded to lodge tbenuelTe* in the long-litigated Puma 
and Piacenza ; — and, in fine, the dap after Chriitniaa, blened be Hearai, 

' Deemtber 2StK, Babf Carlo* in bigheet peraon came in ; Baby C^lof 
(more power to him !) got the Dndiiea, and we hope there vae an end. 
No young gentleman ever had ancb a pother to make among hi* iUlow- 
creatnrea about a little heritable property. If Baby Carloa'a perfonnance 
in it be anything in proporUon, be will be a aupereminent wrereign i 

' There ia atill some haggle about Tuaeany, tbe Duke of which la dd 
and heirless ; last of the Medici, as be proved. Baby Carloa would 
much like to have Tuscany too ; but that ia a Ftef of the Empire, and 
might eaaily be better disposed of, tbinka the Euaer. A more or ]em 
uncertain point, that of Tuacauy ; aa many points are ! Last of the 
Medici complained, in a polite manner, that they were parting bis clotiua 
liefbre he had put tbem off : however, having no atrength, he did not 
attempt reaiatance, but politely composed himself, "Well, then !"' Do 
readers need to be informed that tbia same Baby C^loa came to lie King 
of Naples, and even ultimately to be Carloa iii. of Spain, leaving a 
younger Son to be King of Naples, ancestor of tbe now Majesty there ?' 

And thus, after such Diplomatic earthquakes and travail 
of Nature, there la at last birth ; the Seventh Travail-throe 
has been successful, in some measure successful. Here actually 
is Baby Carlos's Apanage ; there probably, by favour of 
Heaven and of the Sea-Powers, will the E&iser's Pragmatic 
Sanction be, one day. Treaty of Seville, most imminent of 
all those dreadful Imminences of War, has passed ofF as they 
all did ; peaceably adjusts itself into Treaty of Vienna : A 
Termagant, as it were, sated ; a Kaiser hopeM to be so. 
Pragmatic Sanction and all : for the Sea-Powers and eveiy- 
body mere halcyon weather henceforth, — not extending to 
the Gulf of Florida and Captain Jenkins, as would seem I 
Robinson, who did the thing, — an expert man, bred to busi- 
ness as old Horace Walpole's Secretary, at Soissons and else- 
where, and now come to act on hb own score, — -r^ards this 
Treaty of Vienna (which indeed had its multiform diiScuIties) 
thing to immortalise a man. 

131 ; Coze'* md/Mb, L 346 ; Cole's Binat t/ AmtrU 



CHAP. v.] INTERVIEW AT CUSTRIN 871 

17311 

Crown-Prince has, long since, by Papa^s order, written to 

the Kaiser, to thank Imperial Majesty for that beneficent in- 
tercession, which has proved the saving of his life, as Papa 
inculcates. We must now see a little how the saved Crown- 
Prince is getting on, in his eclipsed state, among the Domain 
Sciences at Custrin. 



CHAPTER V 

INTERVIEW OF MAJESTY AND CEOWN-PRINCE 

AT CUSTRIN 

Ever since the end of November last year, Crown-Prince 
Friedrich, in the eclipsed state, at Ciistrin, has been prosecut- 
ing his probationary course, in the Domain Sciences and 
otherwise, with all the patience, diligence and dexterity he 
could. It is false, what one reads in some foolish Books, 
that Friedrich neglected the functions assigned him as assessor 
in the Kriegs- und Domdnen-Kammer. That would not have 
been the safe course for him ! The truth still evident is, he 
set himself with diligence to learn the Friedrich- Wilhdm 
methods of administering Domains, and the art of Finance 
in general, especially of Prussian Finance, the best extant 
then or since ; — ^Finance, Police, Administrative Business ; — 
and profited well by the Raths appointed as tutors to him, in 
the respective branches. One Hille was his Finance-tutor; 
whose ^ Kompendium^ drawn up and made use of on this 
occasion, has been printed in our time ; and is said to be, in 
brief compass, a highly instructive Piece ; throwing dear light 
on the exemplary Friedrich- Wilhelm methods.^ These the 
Prince did actually leam ; and also practise, all his life, — 
* essentially following his Father^s methods,^ say the Autho- 
rities, — with great advantage to himself, when tiie time came. 

Solid Nicolai hunted diligently after traces of him in the 

' Prenss, i 59 it. 
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everywhere ; big muddy Oder, of yellowish-drab colour, coming 
from the south, big black Warta (Warthe) firom the Polish 
fens in the east, the black and yellow refusing to mingle for 
some miles. Nothing of the picturesque in this country; 
but a good deal of the useful, of the improvable by economic 
science ; and more of fine productions in it, too, of the floral, 
and still more interesting sorts, than you would suspect at 
first sight. Friedrich^s worst pinch was his dreadful strait- 
ness of income; checking one^s noble tendencies on every 
hand: but the gentry of the district privately subscribed 
gifts for him (se cotiairenty says Wilhelmina) ; and one way 
and other he contrived to make ends meet. Miinchow, his 
President in the Eammer, next to whom sits Friedrich, 
^King^s place standing always ready but empty there,^ is 
heartily his friend; the Miinchows are diligent in getting 
up balls, rural gaieties, for him ; so the Hilles, — nay Hille, 
severe Finance Tutor, has a Mamsell Hille whom it is pleasant 
to dance with ; ^ nor indeed is she the only fascinating speci- 
men, or flower of loveliness, in those peaty regions, as we 
shall see. On the whole, his Royal Highness, after the first 
paroxysms of Royal suspicion are over, and forgiveness begin- 
ning to seem possible to the Royal mind, has a supportable time 
of it ; and possesses his soul in patience, in activity and hope. 
Unpermitted things, once for all, he must avoid to do: 
perhaps he will gradually discover that many of them were 
foolish things better not done. He walks warily ; to this all 
things continually admonish. We trace in him some real 
desire to be wise, to do and learn what is useful if he can 
here. But the grand problem, which is reality itself to him, 
is alwa}^ To regain favour with Papa. And this. Papa being 
what he is, gives a twist to all other problems the young man 
may have, for they must all shape themselves by this ; and 
introduces something of artificial, — not properly of hypo- 
critical, for that too is fatal if found out, — ^but of calculated, 
reticent, of half-sincere, on the Son^s part: an inevitable 

^ Preuss, i. 59. 
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feature, plentifully visible in their Correspondence now and 
henceforth. Corresponding with Papa and his Grromkowy 
and watched, at every step, by such an Argus as the Tobacco- 
Parliament, real firankness of speech is not quite the leoom- 
mendable thing; apparent frankness may be the safer! 
Besides mastery in the Domain Sciences, I perceive the 
Crown-Prince had to study here another art, useful to him 
in after-life : the art of wearing among his fellow-creatures a 
polite cloak-of-darkness. Gradually he becomes master of it 
as few are : a man politely impr^nable to the intrusion of 
human curiosity ; able to look cheerily into the veiy eyes of 
men, and talk in a social way face to face, and yet continue 
intrinsically invisible to them. An art no less essential to 
Royalty than that of the Domain Sciences itself; and, — ^if at 
all consummately done, and with a scorn of mendacity for 
help, as in this case, — a difficult art. It is the chief feature 
in the Two or Three Thousand Letters we yet have of Fried- 
rich'*s to all manner of correspondents : Letters written with 
the gracefulest flowing rapidity ; polite, affable, — refusing to 
give you the least glimpse into his real inner man, or tell you 
any particular you might impertinently wish to know. 

As the History of Friedrich, in this Ciistrin epoch, and indeed 
in all epochs and parts, is still little other than a whirlpool of 
simmering confusions, dust mainly, and sibylline paper-shreds, 
in the pages of poor Dryasdust, perhaps we cannot do better 
than snatch a shred or two (of the partly l^ible kind, or 
capable of being made legible) out of that hideous caldron ; 
pin them down at their proper dates ; and try if the reader 
can, by such means, catch a glimpse of the thing with his 
own eyes. Here is shred first ; a Piece in Grumkow's hand. 

This treats of a very grand incident ; which forms an era 
or turning-point in the Ciistrin life. Majesty has actually, 
after hopes long held out of such a thing, looked in upon 
the Prodigal at Ciistrin, in testimony of possible pardon in 
the distance ; — sees him again, for the first time since that 
scene at Wesel with the drawn sword, after year and day. 
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Grumkow, for behoof of Seckendorf and the Vienna people, 
has drawn a rough < Protocol ^ of it ; and here it is, snatdied 
from the Dust-whirlwinds, and faithfully presented to the 
English reader. His Majesty is travelling towards Sonnen- 
burg, on some grand Enight-of-Malta Ceremony there ; and 
halts at Ciistrin for a couple of hours as he passes : 

Gmmkaw's 'ProtoJcoW qfthe \5{h August 1781 ; or 
Summary of what took place at Ciistrin tJuU day 

'His Majesty arrived at Ciistrin yesterday' (gestem, Monday 15\h, 
— ^hour not mentioned)^ ' and proceeded at once to the Government House^ 
with an attendance of several hondred persons. Major-General Lepel/ 
Commandant of Ciistrin, ' Colonel Derschau and mysdf are immediately 
sent for to his Majesty's apartment there. Privy-Councillor Wolden,' 
Prince's Hofinarschall, a solid legal man, 'is ordered by his Majesty to 
bring the Crown-Prince over from his house ; who accordingly in a few 
minutes, attended by Rohwedel and Natzmer,' the two Kammeijunkers, 
' entered the room where his Majesty and we were. 

* So soon as his Majesty, turning round, had sight of him, the Crown- 
Prince fell at his feet. Having bidden him rise, his Majesty said with a 
severe mien : 

' " You will now bethink yourself what passed year and day ago ; and 
how scandalously you saw fit to behave yourself, and what a godless 
enterprise you took in hand. As I have had you about me from the 
beginning, and must know you well, I did all in the world that was in 
my power, by kindness and by harshness, to make an honourable man of 
you. As I rather suspected your evil purpose, I treated you in the 
harshest and sharpest way in the Saxon Camp," at Radewitz, in those 
gala days, " in hopes you would consider yourself, and take another line 
of conduct ; would confess your faults to me, and beg forgiveness. But 
all in vain ; you grew ever more stiffnecked. When a young man gets 
into follies with women, one may try to overlook it as the fault of his 
age : but to do with forethought basenesses {IdcheUen) and ugly actions ; 
that is unpardonable. You thought to carry it through with your head- 
strong humour : but hark ye, my lad (Adre, mein Kerf), if thou wert sixty 
or seventy instead of eighteen, thou couldst not cross my resolutions." 
It would take a bigger man to do that, my lad ! '' And as, up to this 
date (bU data) I have managed to sustain myself against any comer, there 
will be methods found of bringing thee to reason too ! — 

' ''How have not I, on all occasions, meant honourably by you ! Last 
time I got wind of your debts, how did I, as a Father, admonish you to 



^ 
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tell me all ; I would pay all^ yon were only to tell me the truth. Where- 
upon you said^ There were still Two-thousand Thalen beyond the sum 
named. I paid these also at once ; and £uicied I had made peace with 
you. And then it was found, by and by, you owed many thousandi 
more ; and as you now knew you could not pay, H waa as good as if the 
money had been stolen; — ^not to reckon how the F^«och ytnan, 

Montholieu and partner, cheated you with their new loans.'* Pfai ! 

*' Nothing touched me so much " (continues his Majesty, verging towardi 
the pathetic), ^' as that you had not any trust in me. All this that I wm 
doing for aggrandisement of the House, the Army and Finances, couU 
only be for you, if you made yourself worthy of it ! I here declare I have 
done all things to gain your friendship ; — and all has been in rain ! " At 
which words the Crown-Prince, with a very sorrowful gesture, threw 
himself at his Majesty's feet,' — tears (presumably) in both th^ eyes by 
this time. 

^ ** Was it not your intention to go to England ? " asked his Majes^ 
farther on. The Prince answered 'Va/" — *'Then hear what the 
consequences would have been. Your Mother would have got into 
the greatest misery; I could not but have suspected she was the 
author of the busiuess. Your Sister I would have cast, for life, 
into a place where she never would have seen the sun and moon again. 
Then on witli my Army into Hanover, and bum and ravage ; yes, if it 
had cost me life, land and people. Your thoughtless and godless conduct, 
see what it was leading to. 1 intended to employ you in all manner of 
business, civil, military ; but how, after such an action, could I show the 
face of you to my Officers (soldiers) and other servants ? — The one way of 
Repairing all this is. That you seek, regardless of your very life in com- 
parison, to make the fault good again ! " At which words the Crown- 
Prince mournfully threw himself at his Royal Majesty's feet ; begging to 
be put upon the hardest proofs : He would endure all things, so as to 
recover his Majesty's grace and esteem. 

' Whereupon the King asked him : " Was it thou that temptedst 
Katte ; or did Katte tempt thee ? " The Crown-Prince without hesitation 
answered, *' I tempted him." — '* I am glad to hear the truth from you, 
at any rate."' 

The Dialogue now branches out, into complex general form ; out of 
which, intent upon abridging, we gather the following points. King 
loquitur : 

^How do you like your Ciistrin life.^ Still as much aversion to 
Wusterhausen, and to wearing your shroud ' (Sterhekittely name for the 
tight uniform you would now be so glad of, and think quite other than a 
shroud !) ' as you called it } ' Prince's answer wanting. — ' Likely 
enough my company does not suit you : I have no French mannerSj and 
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cannot bnng out bans mots in the petU-mattrt way ; and truly regard all 

that as a thing to be flung to the dogt. I am a German Prince ; and 

mean to live and die in that character. But you can now say what you 

have got by your caprices and obstinate heart ; hating everything that I 

liked ; and if I distinguished any one^ despising him ! If an Officer was 

put in arrest^ you took to lamenting about him. Your real friends^ who 

intended your good^ you hated and calumniated ; those that flattered you^ 

and encouraged your bad purpose, you caressed. You see what that has 

come to. In Berlin, in all Prussia for some time back, nobody asks after 

you. Whether you are in the world or not ; and were it not one or the 

other coming from Custrin who reports you as playing tennis and wearing 

French hairbags, nobody would know whether you were alive or dead.' 

Hard sayings ; to which the Prince's answers (if there were any beyond 
mournful gestures) are not given. We come now upon Predestination, 
or the Onadenwahl ; and learn (with real interest, not of the laughing 
sort alone) how his ' Majesty, in the most conclusive way, set forth the 
horrible results of that Absolute-Decree notion ; which makes out God to 
be the Author of Sin, and that Jesus Christ died only for some ! Upon 
which the Crown-Prince vowed and declared {hoeh und theuer), he was 
now wholly of his Majesty's orthodox opinion.' 

The King, now thoroughly moved, expresses satisfaction at the 
orthodoxy ; and adds with entiiusiasm, ' When godless fellows about you 
speak against your duties to God, the King and your Country, fidl 
instantly on your knees, and pray with your whole soul to Jesus Christ 
to deliver you from such wickedness, and lead you on better wa]rs. And 
if it come in earnest from your heart, Jesus, who would have all men 
saved, will not leave you unheard.' No ! And so may God in his mercy 
aid you, poor son Fritz. And as for me, in hopes the time coming will 
show fruits, I forgive you what is past — ^To which the Crown-Prince 
answered with monosyllables, with many tears ; * kissing his Majestjr's 
feet ; ' — and as the King's eyes were not dry, he withdrew into another 
room ; revolving many things in his altered soul. 

'It being his Majesty's birthday ' (4th August by old style, 15th by new, 
forty-third birthday), ' the Prince, all bewept and in emotion, ' followed 
his Father ; and, again fidling prostrate, testifled such heartfelt joy, 
gratitude and affection over this blessed anniversary, as quite touched the 
heart of Papa ; who at last clasped him in his arms' (poor soul, after all !), 
'and hurried out to avoid blubbering quite aloud.' He 'stept into his 
carriage,' intending for Sonnenburg (chiefly by water) this evening, where 
a Serene Cousin, one of the Schwedt Margraves, Head Knight of Malta, 
has his establislunent 

'The Crown-Prince followed his Majesty out; and, in the presence of 
many hundred people, kissed his Majesty's feet ' again (linen gaiterS| not 
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Sttj'^Bd-Mwtin •how) ', ' uid wH again ambraoed hj Ui Blajoa^, rta 
i^d, " Bakara wall, aa I laa jou rnaan, and I will take nn ti jrm' 
which thraw tha Crawn-Prinoa into aoch an ecataaj of joj aa no pan on 
«zpr«H : ' and ao ths carriafaa rollad awa^ ,— towardi the Knig^ita rf Mahi 
hoainaN and Palace of the Head Knlgftt of Maha, in the fint plan.' 

'^xeta ue the main points, says Gnimkoir, reportiiig next 
d»y ; and the reader must interpret them aa he can. A 
Clrown-Prince with enellent histrionic talents, thinka the 
reader. Well ; a certain exaggeration, immensi^ of wid 
becoming itself enthusiasm ; someirhat <rf that but that ia 
by no means the whole or even the main part of the 
phenomenon, O reader, llus Crown-Prince has a leal 
affection to his Father, as we shall in time convince ouiselres. 
Say, at lowest, a Crown-Prince loyal to &ct ; able to recognise 
overwhelming &ct, and aware that he must surrender thereto. 
Surrender once made, the element much clears itself; Papa's 
side of the question getting fairly stated for the first time. 
Sure enough. Papa is God's Vicegerent in several undeniable 
nvpccts, most important some of them : better try if we cao 
obey I*ap&. 

Dim old Fassmaiiu yields a spark or two, — as to bis 
ftfajesty's errand at Sonnenburg. Iilajesty is going to pre- 
side tomorrow 'at the Installation of young Mai^raf Earl, 
new Herrmtiater (Grand-Master) of the Knights of St, John ' 
there ; ' the Office hax-ing suddenly fallen vacant lately.' 
Office which is an heirloom ; — usually held by one of the 
Mai^raves, half-uncles of the King, — some junior of them, 
not provided for at Schwedt or otherwise. Margraf Albert, 
the Inst occupant, an old gentleman of sixty, died lately, ' by 
stroke of apoplexy while at dinner';* — and his eldest Son, 
Margraf Karl, with whom his Majesty lodges tonight, is now 
Hemneister. ' Majesty came at six p.m. to Sonnenburg ' 
(must have left Custrin about five) ; ' forty-two Hitters made 
at Sonnenburg next day,' — a certain Colonel or Lieut^iant* 

' Fiwtter, iii. 50-54. 

• 3iit June 1731 : Funmui, p. 423 ; PoUnlti, u. 390. 
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Greneral von Wreech, whom we shall soon see again, is <Hie of 
them ; Seckendorf another. < Fresh RUter-Schlag ^ (< Knight- 
stroke,^ Batch of Knights dubbed) <at Sonnenburg, 29th 
September nezt,^ which shall not the least concern us. Note 
Margraf Karl, however, the new Hemneister ; for he proves a 
soldier of some mark, and will turn-up again in the Silesian 
Wars ; — as will a poor Brother of his still more impressively, 
* shot dead beside the King,^ on one occasion there. 

We add this of Dickens, for all the Diplomatists, and a 
discerning public generally, are much struck with the Event 
at Ciistrin; and take to writing of it as new; — and <Mr. 
Ginkel,^ Dutch Ambassador here, an ingenious, honest and 
observant man, well enough known to us, has been out to sup 
with the Prince, next day; and thus reports of him to 
Dickens; *Mr. Ginkel, who supped with the Prince on 
Thursday last,^ day after the Interview, Hells me that his 
Royal Highness is extremely improved since he had seen him ; 
being grown much taller; and that his conversation is sur- 
prising for his age, abounding in good sense and the prettiest 
turns of expression.' ^ 

Here are other shreds, snatched from the Witch-Caldron, 
and pinned down, each at its place ; which give us one or 
two subsequent glimpses : 

PoUdam, 21si August 1731 (King to Wolden the Hofimarschall). * * * 
'Crown-Prince shall travel over^ and personally inspect^ the following 
Domains : Quartschen^ HimmelstSdt^ Carzig^ Massin, Lebus^ Gollow and 
Wollup^' dingy moor-ferms dear to Antiquarians ; 'travel over these and 
not any other. Permission always to be asked, of his Royal Majesty^ in 
writings and mention made to which of them the Crown-Prince means to 
go. Some one to be alwajrs in attendance^ who can give him fit in- 
stmction about the husbandry ; and as the Crown-Prince has yet only 
learned the theory^ he must now be diligent to learn the same practi- 
cally. For which end it must be minutely explained to him. How the 
husbandry is managed, — how ploughed, manured, sown, in every par- 
ticular ; and what the differences of good and bad husbandry are, so that 

^ Despatch, i8th August 1731. 
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lie maj be M» of himself to know and judge the seme. Of GrtUe- 
Ktt^beudrr too, end the afidn of Brewing {ViehMucht und Brau we B em), 
the due nnderrtanding to be given him ; and in the matter of Brewings 
show him how things are handled, mized^ the beer drawn ofF^ barrelled, 
and all how they do with it (vie iOermM dabei wr/ahren) ; also the mih, 
how it miut be prepared, and what like, when good. Uaelul diaoonm to 
be kept-^ip with him on thete joumeyB ; pointing out how and why this ii 
and that, and whether it could not be better : ' — O King of a thouand ! 
— * lla» liberty to thoot stags, moorcocks (H&Kner) and the like ; and t 
«malWhuut * (kkimt Jti$d, not a D i r/ ^ree or big one) ' can be got-np for 
hi* amusement now and then ; * furthermore ' a little duck-ehooting from 
boat/ on the eedgy waters there, — if the poor soul should care about it 
\V\4df^u» or one of the Kammeijunkers, to accompany always, and be 
n^c^pousible. *No JfJiM^n, or Pruuentmensd^,' no shadow of woman- 
kiud ;— ke^p an eye on him, ' you three !' 

'rh«ti^ things are in the Pnissiaii Archives ; of date the 
^i^'ck after that interview. In two weeks farther, follows the 
IViiKv $ s^xxnilatiou about Carzig and the Building of a Farm- 
stt\ui thorv; with Papa's *real contentment that you come 
iHK>u such projHisals and seek to make improvements. 
OulY^ - 

U'M.v^«^r^awjpr», IIM Sff^f^mber (King to Crown-Prince). ♦ ♦ 'Only 
you must examine whether there is meadow-g^und enough^ and how 
nuuu* aort>s can actually be allotted to that Farm.* (Hear his Majesty !) 
* Take a l^nd-^urveyor with you ; and have all well considered ; and 
exactly inform ^ursrff whnt kind of land it is, whether it can only grow 
rye, or whether $4)me of it is harley-land : you must consider it yourself, 
and lio it all out of your own head, though you may consult with others 
about it. In graiing-gn>uud (Huthung) I think it will not £ul ; if only 
the meadow-land * — 

in fact, it fails in nothing ; and is got all done (^ wood laid 
out to season straightway,^ and * what digging and stubbing 
there is, proceeded with through the winter **) : done in a 
successful and instructive manner, both Carzig and Himmel- 
stiidt, though we w*ill say nothing farther of them.^ 

CiUtnn, 22d September (Crown-Prince to P^pa). * * ' Have heen at 
Lebus ; excellent land out there ; fine weather for the husbandman.' 



> Forster, L 3^7-392. 
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'Major Roder/ unknown Major, 'passed this way ; and dined with me, 
last Wednesday. He has got a pretty fellow (9ch6nen Kerl) for my Most 
All-Gracious Father's regiment' (the Potsdam Giants, where I used to 
he) ; ' whom I could not look upon without bleeding heart I depend on 
my Most All-Gracious Father's Grace^ that he will be good to me : I ask 
for nothing and no happiness in the world but what comes from You ; 
and hope You will, some day, remember roe in grace, and give me the 
Blue Coat to put on again ! ' ^ — ^To which Papa answers nothing, or only 
^ Hm, na, time may come ! ' 

Carzig goes on straightway; Papa charmed to grant the 
moneys ; ^ wood laid out to season/ and much * stubbing and 
digging^ set on foot, before the month ends. Carzig; and 
directly on the heel of it, on like terms, Himmelstadt, — but 
of all this we must say no more. It is clear the Prince is 
learning the Domain Sciences; eager to prove himself a 
perfect son in the eyes of Papa. Papa, in hopeful moments, 
asks himself: *To whom shall we marry him, then; how 
settle him ? ^ But what the Prince, in his own heart, thought 
of it all ; how he looked, talked, lived, in unofficial times ? 
Here has a crabbed dim Document turned up, which, if it 
were not nearly undecipherable to the reader and me, would 
throw light on the point : 

Schidenburg^s TTiree Letters to Grumkow^ on Visits to the 
Crown-Prince^ during the Ciistrin Time 

The reader knows Lieutenant-Greneral Schulenberg; stiff 
little military gentleman of grave years, nephew of the may- 
pole Emerita who is called Duchess of Kendal in England. 
* Had a horse shot under him at Malplaquet ^ ; battlings and 
experiences enough, before and since. Has real sense, abun- 
daiit real pedantry ; a Prussian soldier every inch. He pre- 
sided in the Copenick Court-martial ; he is deeply concerned 
in these Crown-Prince difficulties. His Majesty even honoiurs 
him by expecting he should quietly keep a monitorial eye 
upon the Crown-Prince ; — ^being his neighbour in those parts ; 

^ Bri^weeksel mit Voter (CEuvres, zxrii. part 3d, p. 27). 
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just home from Vienna, getting towards his own domicile 
from Berlin, from Custrin, and has seen the Prince. He 
writes in a wretched wayside tavem, or post-house, between 
Ciistrin and Landsberg, — dates his Letter < Wien (Viennay 
as if he were still in the imperial City, so offhand is he. 



No. 1. To hii Bxcellena (add a shovelful of other titles) lACuienani- 
Oeneral Herr Baron von Orumkow, Prerideni of the Kriegei^nd- 
Domdnen-Diroetarium, of the (in fiict, Vice-President of the Tobacco- 
Parliament), in Berlin 

* Wien' (properly Berlin-Landaberg Highway, 

other dde of Cttstrin), '4th Ootober 1731. 

' I regret much to have missed the pleasure of seeing your Excellency 
again before I left Berlin. I set off between seven and eight in the 
morning yesterday, and got to Ciistrin' (seventy miles or so) 'before 
seven at night. But the Prince had gone, that day, to the Bailliage of 
Himmelstftdt' (up the Warta Country, eastward some fiv&Hind-thirty 
miles, much preparatory digging and stubbing there) ; and he ' slept at 
Massin ' (circuitous road back), ' where he shot a few stags this morning. 
As I was told he might probably dine at Kammin' (still nearer CQstrin, 
twelve miles from it ; half that distance east of Zomdorf, — ^mark that, 
O reader*) ^ with Madam Colonel Schoning, I drove thither. * He had 
arrived there a moment before me.' And who is Madam Schdning, lady 
of Kammin here ? — Patience, reader. 

' I found him much grown ; an air of health and gaiety about him. 
He caressed me greatly (me gracieuea/ort) ; afterwards questioned me 
about my way of life in Vienna ; and asked, if I had diverted myself 
well there ? I told him what business had been the occasion of my 
journey, and that this rather than amusements had occupied me ; for the 
rest, that there had been great affluence of company, and no lack of 
diversions. He spoke a long time to Madam de Wreech' — 

^ Wrochem ** Schulenburg calls her: young Wife of Lieutenant- 
Greneral von Wreech, a Marlborough CampMgner, made a 
Sjiight of Malta the other day ; ^ — his charming young Wife, 
and Daughter of Madam Colonel Schoning our hostess here ; 
lives at Tamsel, in high style, in these parts : mark the young 
Lady well, — 

* Map at p. 39a ^ Jlfi/iUnr-ZixiJtw, iv. 269. 
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' irho did Dot *ppe*r indiflerant to him.' No ! — ' laA in Act ah* wa« in 
■11 her bMutj ; a complezian of lilj and roM.' 

Oianning creature; concernitig whom tfaere are anecdotes 
still afloat, and at least venes of this Frinoe's writing ; not 
too well seen by Wreech, lately made a Enigfat of Malta, who, 
though only turning forty, is perhaps twice her age. "Hie 
beautifulest, cleverest, — fancy it ; and whetba: the peat^ 
Neuniark produces nothing in the floral kind ! 

' W« went to dinner ; be uked me to sit beiide him. Tie ooo*en»- 
tion fell, smong other topics, on the Elector Palatine's Miitfasi,' — 
crotchety old ([entleman, nerer out of quarrels, with Hudelberg Pro- 
testants, heira of Julich and Berg, and in general with an nnresaonaMs 
world, whom we saw at Mannheim last year ; has a Mistress, — ' Elector 
Pslatine's Mistress, called Taxis. Crown-Prince said: "I should like 
to know what that good old gentleman does with a Mistress?' I 
answered, that the &shion had come so much in vogue, Ptidom did net 
think they were Princes unless they had mistresses ; and that I wss 
•mazed at the facility of women, how they could shut their eyes on the 
sad reverse of fortune nearly inevitable for them ; — and instanced the 
example of Madam (iravenitz' — 

* Griivenitz ' , example lately fallen-out at Wiirtemberg, as we 
predicted. Prayers of the Country, ' Deliver us from eril,' 
are now answered there : Gnivenitz quite over with it ! Alas, 
yes ; lately fallen from her high estate in Wiirtemberg, and 
become the topic of dinner-tables ; seized by soldiers in the 
night-time; vain her high refusals, assurances of being too 
unwell to dress, ' Shall go in your shift, then,' — is in prison, 
totally eclipsed.' Calming her fury, she will get out ; and 
wearisomely wander about in fashionable capitals, totyourg un 
lavement a ses trousses! — 

'lliere were other subjects touched upon ; and 1 always endeavoured 
to deduce something of moral instruction from Ihem,' being a military 
gentleman of the old school. 

'Among other things, he said. He liked the great world, and was 
charmed to observe the ridiculous weak side of some people. "That it 
excellent," said I, " if one profit by it oneself: but if it is only (or 

■ Michaelis, iiL 440 ; Pollnitz, L 297. 
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amuBement^ such a motive is worth little ; we should rather look out 
for our own ridiculous weak side." On rising^ Hofmarschall Wolden 
said to me^' without much sincerity^ ' ^' You have done well to preach a 
little morality to him." The Prince went to a window^ and beckoned 
me thither. 

' ^' You have learned nothing of what is to become of me ? " said he. 
I answered : '^ It is supposed your Royal Highness will return to Berlin^ 
when the Marriage " (Wilhelmina's) '* takes place ; but as to what will 
come next^ I have heard nothing. But as your Highness has friends^ 
they will not fail to do their endeavour ; and M. de Grumkow has told 
me he would try to persuade the King to give you a regiment^ in order 
that your Highness might have something to do." It seemed as if that 
would give him pleasure. I then took the liberty of saying : ^' Mon- 
seigneur^ the most^ at present^ depends on yourself." — '^How so?" 
asked he. I answered^ '^ It is only by showing good conduct^ and proofs 
of r^ wisdom and worthy that the King's entire favour can be gained. 

First of all^ to fear God " ' And^ in &ct^ I launched now into a 

moral preachment^ or discursive Dialogue^ of great length ; much need- 
ing to have the skirts of it tucked up^ in a way of £uthful abridgment^ 
for behoof of poor English readers. As follows : 

' Schulenhurg : If your Highness behave well^ the King will accord 
what you want ; but it is absolutely necessary to begin by that. — Prince : 
I do nothing that can displease the King. — Schulenhurg : It would be a 
little soon yet ! But I speak of the future. Your Highness^ the grand 
thing I recommend is to fear God ! Everybody says^ you have the 
sentiments of an honest man; excellent^ that^ for a beginning; but 
without the fear of God^ your Highness^ the passions stifle the finest 
sentiments. Must lead a life clear of reproach ; and more particularly 
on the chapter of women ! Need not imagine you can do the least thing 
without the King's knowing it : if your Highness take the bad road^ he 
will wish to correct it ; the end will be^ he will bring you back to live 
beside him ; which will not be very agreeable. — Prince: Hmph^ No! — 
Schulenhurg : Of the ruin to healtii I do not speak ; I — Prince : Pooh, 
one is youngs one is not master of that ; ' — and^ in hid, on this delicate 
chapter^ which runs to some lengthy Prince answers as wildish young 
fellows will ; quizzing my grave self^ with glances even at his Majesty^ 
on alleged old peccadilloes of ours. Which allegations or inferences I 
rebutted with emphasis. 'But^ I confess^ though I employed all my 
rhetoric, his mind did not seem to alter ; and it will be a miracle if he 
change on this head.' Alas^ General ! Can't be helped, I fear ! 

' He said he was not afraid of anything so much as of living con- 
stantly beside the King. — Schulenhurg: Arm yourself with patience, 
Monseigneur, if that happen. God has given you sense enough ; 

VOL. II. 2 B 




■ " '■ I t^y^ 



886 CROWN-PRINCE RETRIEVED [BOOKVIIL 

(4thOct.i73i 

persevere to use it faithfully on all occasions^ 70a will gmin the good 
graces of the King. — Prince: Impossible; beyond my power, indeed^ 
said he ; and made a thousand objections. — Sehulenburg: Your Highness 
is like one that will not learn a trade because you do not already know 
it. Begin ; you will certainly never know it otherwise ! Before rising 
in the morning, form a plan for your day,' — in fact, be moral, O be 
moral! 

His Highness now got upon the marriages talked-of for 
him ; an important point for the young man. He spoke, 
hopefully rather, of the marriage with the Princess of Medc- 
lenburg, — Niece of the late Czar Peter the Great ; Daughter 
of that unhappy Duke who is in quarrel with his Bitters, 
and a trouble to all his neighbours, and to us among the 
number. Readers recollect that young Lady^s Serene Mother, 
and a meeting she once had with her Uncle Peter, — at Mag- 
deburg, a dozen years ago, in a public drawingroom with 
alcove near ; — anecdote not lightly to be printed in human 
types, nor repeated where not necessary. The Mother is now 
dead ; Father still up to the eyes in puddle and trouble : 
but as for the young Lady herself, she is Niece to the now 
Czarina Anne ; by law of primogeniture Heiress of all the 
Russias : something of a match truly ! 

' But there will he difficulties ; your Highness to change your religion, 
for one thing? — Prince: Won't, by any means. — Sehulenburg: And 
give-up the succession to Prussia? — Prince: A right fool if I did! — 
Sehulenburg : Then this marriage comes to nothing. — Thereupon next 
he said, If the Kaiser is so strong for us, let him give me his second 
Daughter;' lucky Franz of Lorraine is to get the first. — 'Sehulenburg: 
Are you serious ? — Prince : Why not ? with a Duchy or two it would do 
very well. — Sehulenburg: No Duchies possible under the Pragmatic 
Sanction, your Highness : besides, your change of religion ? — Prince : 
Oil, as to that, never ! — Then this marriage also comes to nothing. 
Of the English, and their Double -Marriage, and their Hotham brabble, 
he spoke lightly, as of an extinct matter, — in terms your Excellency 
will like. 

' But, said I, since you speak so much of marriages, I suppose you 
wish to be married ? — Prince : No ; but if the King absolutely will have 
it, I will marry to obey him. After that, I will shove my wife into the 
corner (planterai Id ma femme), and live after my own fancy. — Sehulen- 
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imrg : Horrible to think of! For, in the first place, your Highness, is it 
not written in the Law of God, Adulterers shall not inherit the Kingdom 
of Heaven?' And in the second place; and in the third and fourth 
place ! — ^To all which he answered as wild young fellows do, especially if 
you force marriage on them. * I can perceive, if he marries, it will only 
be to have more liberty than now. It is certain, if he had his elbows 
free, he would strike out {s*en donnerait d gauche). He said to me 
several times : '^ I am young ; I want to profit by my youth." ' A 
questionable young fidllow, Herr General ; especially if you force mar- 
riage on him. 

'This conversation done,' continues the General, 'he set to talking 
with the Madam Wreech,' and her complexion of lily and rose ; ' bathe 
did not stay long; drove off about five' (dinner at the stroke of twelve 
in those countries), ' inviting me to see him again at CQstrin, which I 
promised.' 

And so the Prince is off in the Autumn sunset, driving 
down the peaty hollow of the Warta, through unpictiu'esque 
country, which produces Wreeches and incomparable flowers 
nevertheless. Yes ; and if he look a six miles to the right, 
there is the smoke of the evening kettles from Zomdorf, 
rising into the sky ; and across the River, a twenty miles to 
the left, is Kunersdorf: poor sleepy sandy hamlets; where 
nettles of the Devil are to be plucked one day ! — 

' The beautiful Wreech drove off to Tamsel,' her fine house : I to this 
wretched tavern ; where, a couple of hours after that conversation, I 
began writing it all down, and have nothing else to do for the night. 
Your Excellency's most moral, stifFnecked, pipeclayed and extremely 
obedient. Von Schulknburo.' ^ 

This young man may be orthodox on Predestination, and 
outwardly growing all that a Papa could wish ; but here are 
strange heterodoxies, here is plenty of mutinous capricious fire 
in the interior of him, Herr General ! In fact, a young man 
unfortunately situated; already become solitary in Creation; 
has not, except himself, a friend in the world available just 
now. Tempestuous Papa storms one way, tempestuous 
Mamma Nature another; and between the outside and the 
inside there are inconsistencies enough. 

^ Forster, iiL 65-71. 
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stomach for biHng, I hnej they will grow more insolent ; then 'ware who 

tries to recruit there for the future ! 

* On the same day I was apprised, from CQstrin, That the Prince-Royal 
had resolved on an excursion to Carzig, and thence to the Bailliage of 
Himmelstfidt ' (digging and stubbing now on foot at Himmelstadt too), 
' which is but a couple of miles ^ from this ; that there would be a little 
hunt between the two Bailliages ; and tliat if I chose to come, I might, 
and the Prince would dine with me.' — Which I did ; and so, here again, 
Thursday 18th October 1731, in those remote WartarOder Countries, is 
a glimpse of his Ro]ral Highness at first-hand. Schulenbnrg continues ; 
not even taking a new paragraph, which indeed he never does : 

' They had shut-up a couple of Spietser (young roes), and some stags, 
in the old wreck of a Saugarten ' (Boar-park, between Carzig and Himmel- 
stfidt ; /aH ruinirten Saugarten, he calls it, daintily throwing-in a touch 
of German here) : 'the Prince shot one or two of them, and his com- 
panions the like ; but it does not seem as if this amusement were much to 
his taste. He went on to Himmelstfidt ; and at noon he arrived here,' 
in my poor Domicile at Landsberg. 

'At one o'clock we went to table, and sat till four. He spoke only of 
very indifferent things ; except Baying to me : ''Do you know, the King 
has promised 400,000 crowns (60,000/.) towards disengaging those Bail- 
liages of the Margraf of Baireuth's," '^^Id Margraf, Bailliages pawned 
to raise ready cash ; readers remember what interminable Law-pleading 
there was, till Friedrich Wilhelm put it into a liquid state, " Pay me back 
the monejrs, then ! " * — ' " 400,000 thalers to the old Margraf, in case his 
Prince (Wilhelmina's now Bridegroom) have a son by my Sister." I 
answered, I had heard nothing of it. — " But," said he, "that is a great 
deal of money ! And some hundred-thousands more have gone the like 
road, to Anspach, who never will be able to repay. For all is much in 
disorder at Anspach. Give the Margraf his Heron-hunt (chasse au hStwi), 
he cares for noUiing ; and his people pluck him at no allowance." I said : 
That if these Princes would regulate their expenditure, they might, little 
by little, pay-off their debts ; that I had been told at Vienna the Baireuth 
Bailliages were mortgaged on very low terms, those who now held them 
making eight or ten per-cent of their money ; ' — that the Margraf ought 
to make an effort ; and so on. ' I saw very well that these Loans the 
King makes are not to his mind. 

'Directly on rising from table, he went away ; excusing himself to me. 
That he could not pass the night here ; that the King would not like his 
sleeping in the Town ; besides that he had still several things to complete 
in a Report he wss sending-off to his Majesty. He went to Massin, and 
slept there. For my own share, I did not press him to remain ; what I 

> ' DnHi-miUi ' Gennan. * Sapri, p. ao6. 
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not like advice/ especially when administered in the way of preachment^ 

by stiff old military gentlemen of the all-wise stamp ; — ' and does not 

take pleasure except with people inferior to him in mind. His first aim 

is to find-out the ridiculous side of every one^ and he loves to banter and 

quiz. It is a fault in a Prince : he ought to know people's fiiults^ and 

not to make them known to anybody whatever^' — which^ we perceive^ is 

not quite the method with private gentlemen of the all-wise type ! — 

'I speak to your Excellency as a friend ; and assure you he is a Prince 
who has talent^ but who will be the slave of his passions {sefera dominer 
var 9es paaians/ — not a felicitous prophecy^ Herr General) ; * and will 
like nobody but such as encourage him therein. For me^ I think all 
Princes are cast in the same mould ; there is only a more and a less. 

'At parting^ he embraced me twice; and said, ^'I am sorry I cannot 
stay longer ; but another time I will profit better." Wolden ' (one of 
the Three) ' told me he could not describe how well-intentioned for your 
Excellency the Prince-Ro]ral is' (cunning dog I), 'who says often to 
Wolden' (doubtless guessing it will be rensaid), ''If I cannot show him 
my gratitude, I will his posterity " : '—profoundly obliged to the 
Grumkow kindred first and last ! — ' I remain your Excellency's ' most 
pipeclayed 'Von Schuuenburo.'^ 

And so, after survey of the spademen at Clarzig and Himmel- 
stadt (where Colonel Wreech, by the way, is Amts-Hauptmann^ 
Official Head-man), after shooting a Spiesser or two, and 
dining and talking in this sort, his Royal Highness goes to 
sleep at Massin ; and ends one day of his then life. We 
proceed to Letter No. S. 

A day or two after No. S, it would appear, his Majesty, 
who is commonly at Wusterhausen hunting in this season, has 
been rapidly out to Crossen, in these Limdsberg regions (to 
south, within a day^s drive of Landsberg), rapidly looking after 
something ; Grumkow and another Official attending him : — 
other Official, * Truchsess,^ is Truchsess von Waldburg, a worthy 
soldier and gentleman of those parts, whom we shall again 
hear of. In No. S there is mention likewise of the ^ Kurfiirst 
of Eoln,^ — Elector of Cologne ; languid lanky gentleman of 
Bavarian breed, whom we saw last year at Bonn, richest 

* Fonter, iii. 71-73. 
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Pluralist of the Church; whom doubtless our poor readers 
have forgotten again. Mention of him ; and also considerable 
sulky humour, of the Majesty'^s-Opposition kind, on Schulen- 
burghs part ; for which reason, and generally as a poor direct 
reflex of time and place, — reflex by ruffled bog-water, 
through sedges, and in twilight ; dim but indubitable, — ^we 
give ihe Letter, though the Prince is little spoken of in it : 

No. ^ Totk€ EjfeeUenqf Orumhow (at Above), in BerUn 

* Lftndsbeig, SSd October (Monday) 173L 
' MoNsnuR> — I trust your Excellency made your journey to Crossen 
with all the satisfaction imaginable. Had I been warned sooner, I 
would have come ; not only to see the King, but for your Excellency's 
sake and Truchsess's : but I received your Excellency's Letter only 
yesterday morning ; so I could not have arrived before yesternight, and 
that late ; for it is fifty miles off, and one has to send relays beforehand ; 
there being no posthorses on that road. 

' We are, — not to make comparisons, — like Harlequin ! No sooner 
out of one scrape, than we get into another ; and all for the sake of 
those Big Blockheads {t amour de ce* grands coloisei). What the Kur- 
furst of Koln has done, in his character of Bishop of Osnabruck,* — a 
deed not known to this Editor, but clearly in the way of snubbing our 
recruiting sjrstem, — ' is too droll : but if we avenge ourselves, there will 
be high play, and plenty of it, all round our borders ! If such things 
would make any impression on the spirit of our Master : but they do 
not; they' — in short, this recruiting system is delirious, thinks the 
stiff Schulenburg ; and scruples not to say so, though not in his place 
in Parliament, or even Tobacco-Parliament For there is a Majesty's 
Opposition in all lands and times. ' We ruin the Country,* says the 
Honourable Member, 'sending annually millions of money out of it, 
for a set of vagabond fellows {gens a sac et d. cord€)y who will never do us 
the least service. One sees clearly it is the hand of God,' darkening 
some people's understanding ; ' otherwise it might be possible their eyes 
would open, one time or another !* — A stiff pipeclayed gentleman of 
great wisdom, with plenty of sulphur burning in the heart of him. The 
rest of his Letter is all in the Opposition strain (almost as if from his 
place in Parliament, only far briefer than is usual * within these walls ') ; 
and winds-up with a glance at Victor Amadeus's strange feat, or rather 
at the Son's feat done upon Victor, over in Sardinia ; preceded by this 
interjectionary sentence on a Prince nearer home : 
' As to the Prince-Royal, depend on it he will do whatever is required 
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of him ' (marry anybody you like etc.)^ 'if you give him more elbow- 
room^ for that is whither he aims. — Not a bad stroke that^ of the King 
of Sardinia ' — Grand news of the day^ at that time ; now somewhat for- 
gotten, and requiring a word from us : 

Old King Victor Amadeus of Sardinia had solemnly abdi- 
cated in favour of his Son ; went, for a twelvemonth or more, 
into private felicity with an elderly Lady-love whom he had 
long esteemed the first of women; — tired of such felicity, 
after a twelvemonth; demanded his crown back, and could 
not get it ! Lady-love and he are taken prisoners ; lodged 
in separate castles : ^ and the wrath of the proud old gentle- 
man is Olympian in character, — split an oak table, smiting 
it while he spoke (say the cicerones) ; — and his silence, and 
the fiery daggers he looks, are still more emphatic But the 
young fellow holds out ; you cannot play handy-dandy with a 
Eing^s crown, your Majesty ! say his new Ministers. Is and 
will continue King. ' Not a bad stroke of him,^ thinks 
Schulenburg, — 

— ' especially if his Father meant to play him the same tricky' that is, 
clap him in prison. Not a bad stroke ; — which perhaps there is another 
that could imitate, 'If his Papa gave him the opportunity ! But this 
Papa will take good care ; and the Queen will not forget tiie Sardinian 
business, when he talks again of abdicating,' as he does when in ill- 
humour. — 

^ But now had not we better have been friends with England, should 
war rise upon that Sardinian business? General Schulenburg,' — the 
£Eimed Venetian Fieldmarshal, bruiser of the Turks in Candia,* my 
honoured Uncle, who sometimes used to visit his Sister the Majrpole, 
now Emerita, in London, and sip beer and take tobacco on an evening, 
with George i. of famous memory, — he also ' writes me this Victor- 
Amadeus news, from Paris ' ; so that it is certain ; Ex-Ring locked in 
Rivoli near a fortnight ago : he. General Schulenberg, says fiurther, ' To 

^ 2d September 1730 abdicated, went to Chamb^ry; reclaims, is locked in 
Rivoli, 8th October 1731 (news of it just come to Schulenburg) ; dies there, 31st 
October 1732, his 67th year. 

' Same who was beaten by Charles xii. before ; a worthy soldier nevertheless, 
say the Authorities : Lifi of him by Vamhagen von Ense {Bicgraphische Denk- 
maU, Berlin, 1845). 
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Judge bjr tha ostridcip all i^paan vaty qviat; kit mmnj fUnk, at IM 
battom af tfaa bag it will not ba the aama.— I aai^ wilii laapaa^' ymu 
SsaaUanaj^a mnoli in bnakrami 

'LnCaHiBn 




So br lisatannnt-Gcnand Sdndanliaig ; whom we tiiank 
tot these oootempomiy g^impaaa of a Tomig mea that has 
become hiatorioa^ and of the aoeDe he lited in. And with 
theae three accidental uttcnmceai aa if tfaay (wliidi are alone 
left) had been the aom of all he aaid in tlni worlds kt tiie 
lieatenant-Genaxal witiidiaw now into aiknoe : he will turn 
op twice again» after half-a-aooae of yean^ once in a nohkr 
than talking attitudei the doae-haniaaaed, atalwart, alig^tly 
atrabiliar mflitaiy gentleman of the old Fhiaaian adiooL 

Theae glimpaea of the Crown-Frinoi^ re flec t ed on na in 
thia manner^ are not wery locolent to the zeeder» — lif^t being 
indifferent, and minor none d the best : — bat acnne features 
do gleam forth, good and not ao good ; whidi, with others 
coming, may gradually coalesce into something conceivable. 
A Prince clearly of much spirit, and not without petulance ; 
abundant fire, much of it shining and burning irregularly at 
present ; being sore held-down from without, and anomalously 
situated. Pride enough, thinks Schulenbuig, capricious petu- 
lance enough, — likely to go into ^ a reign of the passions,^ if 
we live. As will be seen ! — 

Wilhelmina was betrothed in Juue last: Wilhelmina, a 
Bride these six months, continues to be much tormoited 
by Mamma. But the Bridegroom, Prince of Baireuth, is 
gradually recommending himself to persons of judgment, to 
Wilhelmina among others. One day he narrowly missed an 
unheard-of accident: a foolish servant, at some boar-hunt, 
gave him a loaded piece on the half-cock ; half-cock slipped 
in the handling ; bullet grazed his Majesty^s very temple, was 
felt twitching the hair there; — ^ye Heavens! Yinbereupcm 
impertinent remarks from some of the Dessau people (allies 

^ Fdnter, ilL 73-75. 
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of Sdiwedt and the Margravine in high colours) ; which were 
well answered by the Prince, and noiselessly but severely 
checked by a well-bred King.^ King has given the Prince 
of Baireuth a regiment; and likes him tolerably, though 
the young man will not always drink as could be wished. 
Wedding, in spite of clouds from her Majesty, is coming 
steadily on. 

His Majesty's Building Operations 

^ This year,^ says Fassmann, ' the building operations both 
in Berlin and Stettin,^ — ^in Stettin where new fortifications 
are completed, in Berlin where gradually whole new quarters 
are getting built, — * were exceedingly pushed forward {ausserst 
poussirty Alas, yes ; this too is a questionable memorable 
feature of his Majesty^s reign. Late Majesty, old King Fried- 
rich I., wishful, as others had been, for the growth of Berlin, 
laid-out a new Quarter, and called it Friedrichs Stadt; 
scraggy boggy ground, planned-out into streets, Friedrichs 
Strasse the chief street, with here and there a house standing 
lonesomely prophetic on it. But it is this present Majesty, 
Friedrich Wilhelm, that gets the plan executed, and the 
Friedrichs Strasse actually built, not always in a soft or 
spontaneous manner. Friedrich Wilhelm was the iGdile of 
his Country, as well as the Drill-sergeant ; Berlin City did 
not rise of its own accord, or on the principle of leave-alone, 
any more than the Prussian Army itself. Wreck and rubbish 
Friedrich Wilhelm will not leave alone, in any kind ; but is 
intent by all chances to sweep them fix)m the face o{ the 
Earth, that something useful, seemly to the Royal mind, 
may stand there instead. Hence these building operations 
in the Friedrich Street and elsewhere, so ^ exceedingly pushed 
forward.' 

The number of scraggy waste places he swept clear, first 
and last, and built tight human dwellings upon, is almost 

^ Wilbelmiiui, i. 356. 
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imcoiiiitable. A common gift finom him (as from las Son 
after him) to a man in &voor, was that of a new good 
House, — an excellent gift. Or if the man is himself able to 
bnikly Majesty will help him, indte him : * Umber eooa^ 
is in the royal forests ; stcme, lime are in the royal quarries ; 
scraggy waste is abondant : why flhoold any man, <^ the least 
industry or private capital, live in a bad hmise ? * By dq;ree8, 
the pressure of his Majesty upon private men to boild with 
encouragement became considerable, became excessive, irresis- 
tible ; and was much complained of, in these years now come. 
Old Colonel Dersdian is the Kings's Agent, at Berlin, in this 
matter ; a hard stiff man ; squeezes men, all manner of men 
with the least capital, till they build. 

Nussler, for example, whom we once saw at Hanover, 
managing a certain contested Heritage for Friedrich Wil- 
helm ; adroit Nussler, though he has yet got no fixed appoint- 
ment, nor pay except by the job, is urged to build ; — second 
year hence, 1733, occurs the case of Nussler, and is copiously 
dwelt upon by Busching his biographer : ' Build yourself a 
house in the Friedrichs Strasse ! ^ urges Derschau. * But I 
have no pay, no capital ! ^ pleads Nussler. — * Tush, your 
Father-in-law, abstruse Kanzler von Ludwig, in Halle Uni- 
versity, monster of law-learning there, is not he a monster of 
hoarded moneys withal ? He will lend you, for his own and 
his Daughter's sake.^ Or shall his Majesty compel him?' 
urges Derschau. And slowly, continually turns the screw 
upon Nussler, till he too raises for himself a firm good house 
in the Friedrichs Stadt, — Friedrichs Strasse, or Street^ as they 
now call it, which the Tourist of these days knows. Sub- 
stantial clear ashlar Street, miles or half-miles long ; straight 

as a line : Friedrich Wilhelm found it scrag and quagmire ; 

and left it what the Tourist sees, by these hard methods. 
Thus Herr Privy-Councillor Hinggraf too, Niissler'^s next 
neighbour : he did not want to build ; far from it ; but was 
obliged, on worse terms than Nussler. You have such work, 

1 BUsching, Beytrage^ i. 324. 
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foundmg your house ; — for the Nussler-Klinggraf spot was a 
fish-pool, and * carps were dug up ^ in founding ; — such piles, 
bound platform of solid beams ; ^ 4,000 thalers gone before 
the first stone is laid : ^ and, in fact, the house must be built 
honestly, or it will be worse for the house and you. ^ Cost 
me 12,000 thalers (1,800/.) in all, and is worth perhaps 
2,000 ! ^ sorrowfully ejaculates NUssler, when the job is over. 
Still worse with IVivy-Councillor Elinggraf : his house, the 
next to Niissler^s, is worth mere nothing to him when built ; 
a soapboiler ofiers him 800 thalers (ISO/.) for it; and 
Nussler, to avoid suffocation, purchases it himself of Elinggraf 
for that sum. Derschau, with his slow screw-machinery, is very 
formidable; — and Busching knows it for a fact, Hhat respectable 
Berlin persons used to run out of the way of Burgermeister 
Koch and him, when either of them turned up on the streets!^ 
These things were heavy to bear. Truly, yes ; where is the 
liberty of private capital or liberty of almost any kind, on 
those terms ? Liberty to annihilate rubbish and chaos, under 
known conditions, you may have ; but not the least liberty to 
keep them about you, though never so fond of doing it! 
What shall we say ? Nussler and the Soapboiler do both live 
in houses more human than they once had. Berlin itself, and 
some other things, did not spring from Free-trade. Berlin 
City would, to this day, have been a Place of Scrubs (^ the 
Berlin^ a mere appellative noun to that effect), had Free-trade 
always been the rule there. I am sorry his Majesty trans- 
gresses the limits ;— and we, my friends, if we can make our 
Chaos into Cosmos by firing Parliamentary eloquence into it, 
and bombarding it with Blue-Books, we will much triumph 
over his Majesty, one day ! — 

Thus are the building operations exceedingly pushed forward, 
the Ear of Jenkins torn off*, and Victor Amadeus locked in 
ward, while our Crown -Prince, in the eclipsed state, is 
inspected by a Sage in pipeclay, and Wilhelmina^s wedding 
is coming on. 
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of the Great Elector himself ; half-sister to the late King, 
half-aunt to Friedrich Wilhelm ; widow now of her third 
husband : a singular phenomenon to look upon, for a moment, 
through Wilhelmina^s satirical spectacles. One of her three 
husbands, < Christian Ernst of Baireuth ^ (Margraf there, while 
the present Line was but expectant), had been a kind of 
Welsh-Unde to the Prince now Bridegroom ; so that she has 
a double right to be here. ^She had found the secret of 
totally ruining Baireuth,^ says Wilhelmina; 'Baireuth, and 
Courland as well, where her first wedlock was;^ — ^perhaps 
Meiningen was done to her hand ? Here is the Portrait of 
* my Grand- Aunt ^ ; dashed-off in very high colours, not by a 
flattering pencil : 

' It is said she was very fond of pleasing, in her youth ; one saw as much 
still by her affected manners. She would have made an excellent actress, 
to play £uitastic parts of that kind. Her flaming red countenance, her 
shape, of such monstrous extent that she could hardly walk, gave her the 
air of a Female Bacchus. She took care to expose to view her' — a part 
of her person, large but no longer beautiful, — 'and continually kept 
patting it with her hands, to attract attention thither. Though sixty 
gone,' — fifty-seven in point of &ct, — ' she was tricked-out like a girl ; 
hair done in ribbon-locks {marronnSi), all filled with gewgaws of rose- 
pink colour, which was the prevailing tint in her complexion, and so 
loaded with coloured jewels, you would have taken her for the rainbow.' ^ 

This charming old Lady, daughter of the Grosse Kur/iirstj 
and so very fat and rubicund, had a Son once: he too is 
mentionable in his way, — as a milestone (parish milestone) in 
the obscure Chronology of those parts. Her first Husband 
was the Duke of Courland ; to him she brought an heir, who 
became Duke in his turn, — and was the final Duke, last of 
the * Kettler ' or native Line of Dukes there. The Eettlers 
had been Teutsch Ritters, Commandants in Courland ; they 
picked-up that Country, for their own behoof, when the 
Ritterdom went down ; and this was the last of them. He 
married Anne of Russia with the big cheek (Czar Peter^s 

^ Wilhelmina, L 375. 
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this is but the first of the Fourteen ; ' and you go on increasing in superb- 

ness^ till^ for example^ in the last, or superlative Saloon^ you find ^ a 

lustre weighing 50,000 crowns ; the globe of it big enough to hold a child 

of eight years ; and the branches (guMdoiu) of it/ I forget how many 

feet or fiEithoms in extent : silver to the heart Nay, the music-balcony is 

of silver ; wearied fiddler lays his elbow on balustrades of that precious 

metal. Seldom if ever was seen the like. In this superlative Saloon the 

Nuptial Benediction was given.' 

Old King Friedrich, the expensive Herr, it was he that did 
the furnishing and Correggio-pcdnting of these sublime rooms : 
but this of the masses of wrought silver, this was done by 
Friedrich Wilhelm, — incited thereto by what he saw at 
Dresden in August the Strong^s Establishment ; and reflecting, 
too, that silver is silver, whether you keep it in bfiurels in a 
coined form, or work it into chandeliers, mirror-fmmes and 
music-balconies. — ^These things we should not have mentioned, 
except to say that the massive silver did prove a hoard 
available, in after times, against a rainy day. Massive silver 
(well mixed with copper first) was all melted down, stamped 
into current coins, native and foreign, and sent wandering 
over the world, before a certain Prince got through his Seven- 
Years Wars and other pinches that are ahead ! — 

In fine, Wilhelmina^s Wedding was magnificent; though 
one had rubs too; and Mamma was rather severe. ^Hair 
went all wrong, by dint of over-dressing ; and hung on one'*s 
face like a boy^s. Crown-royal they had put (as indeed was 
proper) on one^s head : hair was in twenty-four locks the size 
of your arm : such was the Queen^s order. Gown was of 
cloth-of-silver, trimmed with Spanish gold-lace (avec un point 
cTEspcLgne (Tor) ; train twelve yards long ;— one was like to 
sink to the earth in such equipment.** Courage, my Princess ! 
— In fact, the Wedding went beautifully off^; with dances 
and sublimities, slow solemn Torch-dance to conclude with, in 
those unparalleled upper rooms ; Grand- Aunt Meiningen and 
many other stars and rainbows witnessing; even the Mar- 
gravine of Schwedt, in her high colours, was compelled to 

^ Wilhelmina, i. 381 ; Nicolai, ii. 881. 
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be there. Such validated splendour, such a dancing of the 
Constellations ; sublunary Berlin, and all the world, on tiptoe 
round it ! Slow Torch-dance, winding it up, melted into the 
shades of midnight, for this time; and there was silence 
in Berlin. 

But, on the following nights, there were Balls of a less 
solemn character ; far pleasanter for dandng purposes. It is 
to these, to one of these, that we direct the attention of all 
i*eader8. Friday S3d, there was again Ball and Royal Evening 
Party — ^ Grand Apartment ^ so-called. Immense Ball, * seven 
hundred couples, all people of condition '* : there were ' Four 
Quadrilles,^ or dancing places in the big sea of quality-figures; 
each at its due distance in the grand suite of rooms: 
VVilhelmina presides in Quadrille Number One ; place assigned 
her was in the room called Ficture-Gallery ; Queen and all 
the Principalities were with Wilhelmina, she is to lead-off 
their quadrille, and take charge of it. Which she did, with 
her accustomed fire and elfiisticity ; — and was circling there, 
on the light fantastic toe, time six in the evening, when 
Grumkow, whom she had been dunning for his bargain about 
Friedrich the day before, came up : 

^ I liked dancings' says she^ ' and was taking advantage of my chances. 
Grumkow came up^ and interrupted roe in the middle of a minuet : ''Eh, 
mon Dieuy Madame ! " said Grumkow, '' you seem to have got bit by the 
tarantula ! Don't you see those strangers who have just come in ?" I 
stopt short ; and looking all rounds I noticed at last a young man dressed 
in gray, whom I did not know. *' Go, then, embrace the Prince-Royal ; 
there he is before you ! " said Grumkow. All the blood in my body went 
topsy-turvy for joy. ^'O Heaven, my Brother .> " cried I : '' But I don't 
see him ; where is he? In God's name, let me see him !" Grumkow 
led me to the young man in gray. Coming near, I recognised him, though 
with difficulty : he had grown amazingly stouter (prodigietuemeni engraisse), 
shortened about the neck ; his face too had much changed, and was no 
longer so beautiful as it had been. I sprang upon him with open arms 
(saufni au cou) ; I was in such a state, I could speak nothing but broken 
exclamations : I wept, I laughed, like one gone delirious. In my life I 
have never felt so lively a joy. 
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* The first sane step was to tlirow myself at the feet of the King : King 
saidy " Are you content with me ? You see I have kept my word ! " I 
took my Brother hy the hand ; and entreated the King to restore him 
his friendship. This scene was so touching, it drew tears from the eyes 
of everybody. I then approached the Queen. She was obliged to 
embrace me, the King being close opposite ; but I remarked that her joy 
was only affected.' — \Vliy then, O Princess? Guess, if you can, the 
female humours of her Majesty ! — 

^ I turned to my Brother again ; I gave him a thousand caresses, and 
said the tenderest things to him : to all which he remained cold as ice, 
and answered only in monosyllables. I presented the Prince (my 
Husband) ; to whom he did not say one word. I was astonished at this 
fashion of procedure i But I laid the blame of it on the King, who was 
observing us, and who I judged might be intimidating my Brother. But 
even his countenance surprised me : he wore a proud air, and seemed to 
look down on everybody.' 

A much-changed Crown-Prince. What can be the meaning of it.^ 
Neither King nor he appeared at supper : they were supping elsewhere, 
with a select circle ; and the whisper ran among us. His Majesty was 
treating him with great friendliness. At which the Queen, contrary to 
hope, could not conceal her secret pique. ^ In fact,' says Wilhelmina, 
again too hard on Mamma, ' she did not love her children except as they 
served her ambitious views.' The fact that it was I, and not she, who 
had achieved the Prince's deliverance, was painful to her Majesty : alas, 
yes, in some degree ! 

'Ball having recommenced, Grumkow whispered to me, ''That the 
King was pleased with my frank kind ways to my Brother ; and not 
pleased with my Brother's cold way of returning it : Does he simulate, and 
mean still to deceive me ? Or it that all the thanks he has for Wilhelmina ? 
thinks his Majesty. Go on with your sincerity. Madam ; and for God's 
sake admonish the Crown-Prince to avoid finessing!" Crown-Prince, 
when I did, in some interval of the dance, report this of Grumkow, and 
say. Why so changed and cold, then. Brother of my heart? answered. 
That he was still the same ; and that he had his reasons for what he 
did.' Wilhelmina continues ; and cannot understand her Crown-Prince 
at all: 

' Next morning, by the King's order, he paid me a visit The Prince,' 
my Husband, ' was polite enough to withdraw, and left me and Sonsfeld 
alone with him. He gave me a recital of his misfortunes ; I communicated 
mine to him,' — and how I had at last bargained to get him free again by 
my compliance. ' He appeared much discountenanced at this last part of 
my narrative. He returned thanks for the obligations I had laid on him, 
— with some caressings, which evidently did not proceed from the heart 
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' My discourse produced its effect ; he melted into tears, could not 
answer me for sobs; he explained his thoughts by his embracings of 
me. Making an effort, at length, he said : '^ I am in despair that I did 
not know thee. They had told me such horrible tales, I hated thee as 
much as I now love thee. If I had addressed myself direct to thee, I 
should have escaped much trouble, and thou too. But they hindered me 
from speaking ; said thou wert ill-natured as the Devil, and wouldst drive 
me to extremities I wanted to avoid. Thy Mother, by her intriguingt, 
is in part the cause of the misfortunes of the family ; I have been deceived 
and duped on every side. But my hands are tied ; and though my heart 
is torn in pieces, I must leave these iniquities unpunished ! " ' — ^The 
Queen's intentions were always good, urged Wilhelmina. ' Let us not 
Center into that detail,' answered he : ^ what is past is past ; I will try to 
forget it ; ' and assured Wilhelmina that she was the dearest to him of the 
family, and that he would do great things for her still, — only part of 
which came to effect in the sequel. ' I am too sad of heart to take leave 
of you,' concluded he : ' embrace your Husband on my part ; I am so 
overcome that I must not see him.' ^ And so they rolled away. 

Crown-Prince was back to Ciistrin again, many weeks 
before. Back to Ciistrin ; but under totally changed omens : 
his history, after that first emergence in Wilhelmina^s dance, 
^ 23d November about six p.m.,^ and appearance at Parade on 
the morrow (Saturday morning), had been as follows. Monday, 
November 26th, there was again grand Ball, and the Prince 
there, not in gray this time. Next day, the Old Dessauer and 
all the higher Officers in Berlin petitioned, < Let us have him 
in the Army again, your Majesty ! ^ Majesty consented : and 
so, Friday 30th, tiiere was grand dinner at Seckendorfs, 
Crown-Prince there, in soldier^s uniform again ; a completely 
pardoned youth. His uniform is of the Groltz Regiment, 
Infantry: Groltz Regiment, which lies at Ruppin, — at and 
about, in that moory Country to the Northeast, some thirty 
or forty miles from Berlin ; — whither his destination now is. 

Crown-Prince had to resume his Eammer work at Ciistrin, 
and see the Buildings at Carzig, for a three months longer, till 
some arrangements in the Regiment Goltz were perfected, and 
finishing improvements given to it. But < on the last day of 

^ WUhelmina, iL 4 ; who dates nth January 1732. 
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Febniar}* ' (S9th, 17SS being leap-year), his Royal Highnesses 
Cdminission to be Colonel Commandant of said Regiment, is 
made out; and he proceeds in discharge of the same, to 
Ruj^pin, where his moi lie. And so puts-off the pike-gray 
coat, and puts-on the military blue one,^ — never to quit it 
again, as turned out. 

Ruppin is a little Town, in that northwest Fehrbellin 
region : R^ment Golti had lain in detached quarters 
hitherto ; but is now to lie at Ruppin, the first Battalion of 
it there, and the rest within reach. Here, in Ruppin itself, 
or ultimately at Reinsberg in the neighbourhood, was Fried-* 
riches abode, for the next eight years. Habitual residence : 
with transient excursions, chiefly to Berlin in Carnival time, or 
on other great occasions, and always strictly on leave; his 
employment being that of Colonel of Foot, a thing requiring 
continual vigilance and industry in that Country. Least of 
all to be neglected, in any point, by one in his circumstances. 
He did his military duties to a perfection satisfactory even to 
Papa ; and achieved on his own score many other duties and 
improvements, for which Papa had less value. These eight 
years, it is always understood, were among the most important 
of his life to him. 

' Preuss, i. 69. 
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